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Agriculture Profile - Summary

Agriculture Profile

Key Facts:

e Almost forty-three percent of farms in County Kildare are classified as specialist beef production farms - the highest proportion of any
farm type in the county. This farm type is primarily focussed on the rearing and fattening of specialist cattle (specialist grazing livestock);

e Over fifteen percent of farms are classed as specialist tillage - specialist cereal, oilseeds and protein crops and general field cropping. This
farm type has a clear spatial pattern with highest rates in the south of the county in the Athy MD;

e The median standard output per farm, in the year 2020 (€20,089) was the tenth highest in the State and similar to the eastern counties of
Meath and Wicklow;

Agricultural land use in Kildare follows the suitability of the soil. The north and east of the county is dominated by pastureland. In the south,
tillage farming assumes major importance and less than 40% of the land area is under pasture.

The average farm size (measured in both hectares and output levels) in Kildare is well above the national average throughout most of the
county and especially in the south. Smaller farms are mostly concentrated in the north, midlands and west of the county as well as some
pockets east of Naas.

A recent survey from Teagasc (2022), has noted that Kildare has the most expensive land in the country, with good quality land fetching an
average of just over €15,000 per acre. The average price of good quality land on holdings of less than 50 acres in Kildare is €15,333 per acre,
followed by Meath (€15,200) and Waterford (€15,000).

Whilst County Kildare is well known for its rich pasturelands, 32% of land in the county is considered marginal (of little use to traditional
farming practices). In this way, there are very diverse agricultural practices in Kildare from the thriving horse industry to the past
harvesting of peat from the bogland in the west. Ireland’s Programme for the EU Just Transition Fund has recently been launched with a
€169 million fund to support communities most negatively affected by the move away from fossil fuels and the cessation of commercial peat
extraction. Both the Athy and Clane-Maynooth Municipal Districts will benefit from their inclusion as part of the ‘designated territories’ by
the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications fund.
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Agriculture Profile: Median Standard Output (€), 2020

Median Standard Output* (€) per farm, 2020

State NN €13,566
Kilkenny €34,525
Wexford €31,876
Waterford €31,001
Tipperary €26,701
Carlow €26,268
Laois €24,849
Cork €22,911
Offaly €21,387
Meath €20,096
Kildare [N <20,089
Wicklow €19,846
Louth €19,514
Limerick €19,325
Westmeath €18,281
Dublin €16,358
Monaghan €13,886
Cavan €13,079
Longford €12,464
Kerry €12,318
Clare €12,166
Roscommon €10,929
Galway €10,457
Sligo €9,021
Mayo €8,683
Leitrim €7,395
Donegal €7,316
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Kildare County Council

Agriculture Profile: Area Farmed, 2020

Area Farmed (Ha), 2020

Cork I 529,666
Galway [ 336,401
Tipperary [ 312,356
Kerry [ 288,624
Mayo [ 279,319
Donegal [ 256,468
Limerick [N 203732
Clare [ 201,829
Meath Y 197,366
Wexford [ 181,201
Roscommon [ 148,541
Kilkenny I 163,343
Cavan [N 134,080
Westmeath [ 130,918
Offaly I 123852
Waterford [ 122231
Laois [ 121,701
Kildare [ 113,449
Sligo [N 113324
Monaghan [ 104,046
Wicklow [ 103,225
Leitrim [ 87,777
Longford [ 71,085
Carlow [ 70,209
Louth [ 61,473
Dublin [l 33,041 Hectares
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Figure 9.2 - Area Farmed (Ha), 2020 (Source: CSO)

LECP Socio-Economic Profile, 2024

Area Farmed Per 1,000 Pop (2020)

State [N 3801
Leitrim [ 2501.7
Roscommon I 2407.9
Mayo I 20354
Tipperary [ 1863.0
Kerry [y 1859.0
Cavan [y 16512
Sligo [ 16231
Monaghan [y 16049
Clare [ 1584.0
Kilkenny I 15754
Donegal Y 15420
Longford [ 15243
Offaly [ 14982
Westmeath [ 1366.0
Laois [ 13278
Galway [ 12169
Carlow [y 11337
Wexford I 11081
Limerick [ 9917
Waterford [ 9618
Cork I 9113
Meath [ 8959
Wicklow [ 6639
Kildare [ 459.3

Louth W 4419
Dublin | 228 Hectares/1,000 people
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Figure 9.3 - Area Farmed Per 1,000 Population, 2020 (Source: CSO)
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Agriculture Profile: Census of Agriculture 2020, Kildare Profile

Census of Agriculture - Farm Types by Local Authority, 2020

W Specialist tillage ® Specialist dairying H Specialist beef production ™ Specialist sheep
m Mixed grazing livestock ~ ® Mixed crops and livestock m Mixed field crops Other
State [l 85
Carlow 13.6 8.9
Cavan
Clare
Cork
Donegal
Dublin
Gatvva | 25 O s
Rerry
Kildare
Kilkenny
Laois
Leitrim
Limerick
Longford
Loutn 106
Mayo
Meath
Monaghan
oftaly
Roscommon. 577 A e A
Stigo
Tipperary
Waterford 152
Westmeath
Wexford 19.1 10.4
Wicklow 6.6 8.8
0.0 10.0 200 300 40.0 50.0 60.0 70.0 80.0 90.0 100.0

% Farms by Type

Figure 9.4 - Farm Types by Local Authority, 2020 (Source: CSO)
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Agriculture Profile: Land Utilisation - Area Farmed - AAU (ha), 2020
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Agriculture Profile: Agricultural Area Utilised: Cereals
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Agriculture Profile: Agricultural Area Utilisation: Grassland

% AAU - Grassland, 2020
L a9 £
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Hl 725%t0
Ml Greater than 87%
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Agriculture Profile: Number of Agricultural Holdings, 2020

. Greater than 44 Villages L e S
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Agriculture Profile: Average Agricultural Holding Size (ha), 2020
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