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programme. This programme is financed tnze Government of Ireland under the Rural
Development Programme 2042D20 and by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural
Development.

The project represent a collaboration between the Rural Development Team in County
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Getting Involved:

If you wish to get involved with any of tlaetions outlined in this Plaplease contact either:
Allenwood Tidy Towns emadllenwoodtidytowns@gmaitom

or

Kildare County Councdileritage Officer

Phone: 045 980791

Fax: 045 980835

Email: heritageofficer@kildarecoco.ie
Website:http://www.kildare.ie/countycouncil/Heritaje/index.html

If you would like to apply for LEADER funding towards implementing some actions in the
Plan, please email the LEADER tearm@m@countykildarelp.i@r call us on 045 895450.
You can also chedut our website https://www.countykildarelp.ie/

Photographs Photosused in this Plan areourtesy of members oAllenwood Tidy Towns,
Dr Fiona MacGowarsuzanne Behamnd Brian Gaynor
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Introduction

Allenwood is fortunate enough to be sutmded by the Grand Canal and the Bog of Alleke many rural
villages, the main residential and corargial area is centred aroundcaossroads, and the vast majority G
residents live in the countryside on the outskirts of thain village.

Although sone of the Allenwood peatlands were previously exploited, and consequeetiifoyed in order
to supplythe former ESB power station in the village, much of it is seeing a very welcome return o
biodiversity. The local community make good use of i@y hiking routes along the banks of the Gra
Canal and in the nearby bogs.

Our Tidy Towns group is wang to increase awareness of the biodiversity in surounding environment
and the need to protect and enhance it. One of the main wayskgedoing ths is by introducing areas o
biodiversity to the commercial and residential aréa®urvillage centre. We also work closely with the loc
school and other community groups organise biodiversity themed projects.

This Biodiversity Action Plan aimsgoide the local community and stakeholders in their efforts to prote
and restore some dhis natural heritage and maximise the benefits that nature can provide fop#ople
of Allenwood The Plan is not intended to be a static document but ratherdadgularly reviewed and
updated over its life.

A healthy natural world isrucial to our wa
us with clean air & waterpbd, shelter, .




Process to Produce This Plan

At the end of 2019,Allenwood Tidy Townsubmitted an
Expression of Interest to be part of an upcoming initiati =%
entitled the Kildare Community Biodiversity Projethe project |
was an initiative between County Kildare LEADER Partner{*
and the Heritage Officer in Kildare County Council. Itfwaded

by the LEADER programme for 2@020. Green Pinejf
Consultants and Dr. FionaaetGowan were contracted to delivel,

the project. The team brought together qualifications in biolog
ecology, botany, and landscape architecture, as well as skil
working with community groups.

The project kicked off in February 2020 with a launch night in Newbridge Town Hall. There wer® over
people in attendance from the ten communities that were selected to take part. The project involved recce
Visits to assess hiliversity in each community, as well as a seriesed public training workshopsnd the
development of local Biodiversi#ction PlansDue to Covid 19 restrictions, the training sessions took place
in September and October via Zoom Meetings. Theseewpen to all stakeholders and members of the
public with an interest in making trelocalitya better place for people andature. During this procesthe

views of all participants &re sought during the workshops and through a questionngd®veral coomunity
groups attended the training sessions and their input was invaluable to the production of this Plan.

What is Biodiversity?

Biodiversity refers tdhe variety and variability of aliving things including plants, animals, microbes, fungi
and people It also includeshe places where plants and animals lik@gwn ashabitats), the interactions
among living things (theveb of life) and their environment (ecology).

Biodiversity is dlaround us, everywhere and in our everyday lifdorms complex systems thatstain life
on Earth.Each part of the system is important no matter how small or trivial it may seem tdunk af it
as a puzzle; having a biodiverse system allows usadhe full puzzle but when we start to remove different
pieces, or species, the picture loses important parts.

We rely completely onibdiversityto provide us withthe basic elements we néesuch aslean air and
water, food, fuel, building products andedicinesWe also rely on it forth& I y& FNBS WwWa SNI
nutrient recycling, pollination and water filtration etlt.is therefore vital that we rake space for nature in

our towns villagesand countryside for us to continue living full and hagltives
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Allenwood lies in the central parts tfe original Bog of Allen and |
indeed feature so'/oodland which has actually developed on c
habitat in recent decades. Unlike some of its neighbouring to
Allenwood does not have a long history as it developed in re
work associated with Bord na Ména developmeotsthe Bog

mid-20™ century onwards. It is now a thriving comn
a mix of bogland habitats and the beautiful Grand
distance of thevillage ce  addition, Allenwc
of peatland hak ality, several s
Lullymore Bo  Bog are acidi
Ballynat. 1 datkk ha
setof s ity ric
Please ocal cc
found &

Allenwood is surrounded by sites
Important natural heritage includin

several bogs, Ballynafagh Lake, and
Grand Canal



Main Biodiversity Sites

Thee are numerous places of important biodiversity valuédilenwood Thefollowing are some athe
mainonesin and around theown.

Site of Biodiversity Interest

Grand Canal (pNHA 002104A jewel of a
landscape feature to havenothe village
doorstep, really came into its own as
wonderful ecosystem service during th
pandemic with lots oflocals walking. It is
protected as a Natural Heritage Area for i
habitats and species. According to t
bt2{ &AGS aeyz2Lldka
martrmade waterway linking the River Liffe
at Dublin with the Shannon at Shanng
Harbour and the Barrow attly. The Grand &
Canal proposed Natural Heritage Ares
(PNHA) comprises the canal channel and t
banks on either side of it. The canal syste¥ =
is made up of several brancheshe Main Line from Dublin to the Shannon, the Barrow Line fi
Lowtown to Athy, theedenderry Branch, the Naas and Corbally Branch and the Milltown Feede
Kilbeggan Branch is dry at present, but it is hoped to restonethe near future. Water is fed into th
summit level of the canal at Lowtown from Pollardstown Fen, itself ANA number of differen
habitats are found within the canal boundaries©iedgerow, tall herbs, calcareous grassland, r
fringe, openwattlE a ONMz0 YR 622 Rfl yR®DPQ

R Y a e Ballynafagh Bog (SAC 000391: raised bog of internatione
conservation value lying jug.5km to the east of Allenwood, thi
bog is a Special Area of Conservation (SAC). This site feature
examples of actively pedbrming bog sukhabitats along with
cutover bog edged with scrub and birch and willow domina
woodland.

Ballynafagh bke (SAC 001387)¥his SAC is a great example of an original-made site turning intc
a site rich in biodiversity. The site was origyathnstructed as a reservoir for the Grand Canal ar
still linked to the canal via the Blackwood Feeder. Oire the open water has filled in from th
edges with a great mix of plant species followed by a wonderful variety of insects includingide
5Nl 32y Ff ASax 5FyaSt¥FtAaASa yR LNBflIyRQa 2yf
alsogreat here and best of all, the site has a looped walk ensuring the public can also share
wildlife wonders of the area.

Bog of AllenNature Centre:Allenwood is lucky to be in proximity of the headquarters of the |
Peatland Conservation Couh@PCC) at Lullymore West. The IPCC have set up a very infor
display and nature garden that are open to the public. They also ndghield open events whert
lots can be learned. Volunteer effort is always welcomed as they work to conservesvaries
including the nearby Lodge Bog North where a boardwalk makes the bogland landscape acce:
all. Seevww.ipcc.iefor more information.


http://www.ipcc.ie/

T

Recent Progress

A lot of work has been carried out racent years already to enhance the
G26yQa O0A2RAOGSNEAAGED® ¢CKS F2ff20A

Introduction of bug hotels around the main village
including the Bugglinton Hotel in front of Cushalla
residential estate.

A school garden was createdth the local schodior the
pupils to enjoy and use as an outdoor learning classroo
Clearing and development of a wildflower garden on a
disused roaderge

Shrubswere supplied and planted Whitethorn Park
estateto create habitat for wildlife.

In December 2020, Allenwood Tidy Towns planted over
200 metres ohative hawthorn hedging in Woodlawn
estate. This was one of the actions identified as pathe
biodiversity trainingcarried out during 2020The project
wasRSt A OSNBR gAGK GKS &dzlill2 NI

[ YRQ® 500 native trees
In autumn 2020, members of thedal community took

part in the Kildare Community Biodiversity Project. It were plantedby
involved three bodiversity training sessions (all online) and volunteers during

led to the production of this Action Plan.

the 202021 tree
plantingseason



Wildlife of Kildare

Badger

Great Spotted
Woodpecker

Red
Squirrel

A collection of photos courtesy o Al

Kildarewildlife photographer
Suzanne Behan
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Section 3: A
C allto

Action

This is a shared plan of action for thidlageto build on the recent progress made tmprove areas for
biodiversity and to start developing other opportunities to maximiseviegeQd Fdzf f 0A 2 RA O
In doing so this will hopefully engagew people and groups in managing their local green space with
biodiversity in mind. Thplan hasour main objectives, each with several targets and actions:

1.

2
3.
4

Objective 1:MakingAllenwoodwildlife friendly
Objective 2:Raising awareness of local wildlife and how to protect it

Objective 3:Collecting evidence to track change and measureesscc

Objective4: Build local capacity to manage and record biodiversity.




Objective 1. Making Allenwood
biodiversityfriendly

All types of land can be used to increase the levels of biodiversity iwiltageincluding built features and
green spaes. Each landowner whether public or private can also play their part in enhancing their lands fo
biodiversity.

No. Action Who When
1.1.1 @ Produce and implement a green infrastructyian for the Main Street  Brendan Wyse to Long term (5
that would explore opportunities to maximise the visual, environmente produce project  years)
and biodiversity potential of the village centre. Options to consider cot scope and seek
include: funding
Further develop Enlarge the area of pollinator friendly
herbaceous penenials allowing for access throughout the year Landscape

and Christmas festivities including the tree. Architect to
Create pollinator friendly flower beds at each side of the develop the plan
crossroad.

Create space for street tree planting.
Install rain gardens in front of the buildings at Benullen (as
part of an infrastructure plan).

1.1.2 | Extend the flower bed tthe side of Allenwood XL shop with pollinator Allenwood Tidy  Short term (2
friendly herkaceous perennials to the edge of the road. Explore the Towns Group years)
potential to grow climbers on the wall e.g. native honeysuck@micera
pericyclemoh

1.13 @ Manage any wider grass verges on approach roads asaowiieifl Allenwood Tidy 2021
meadow. Towns Group

1.1.4 @ Explore the opportunity to plant avenues of native trees (e.g. Oak or F Brendan Wyse Short term (2
on the approach roads. years)

115 Lyadlrff NIXAASR f2y3 O2yibkipgl@Ngith al NI A Y 2021
pollinator friendly planting includinbloneysuckle climbers. Potential to
make this into a Community Herb garden either. Glennons Pub
See: www.pollinators.ie/wordpress/wpontent/uploads/2019/03/AIPP
HerbsAS5FlyerPRINT. pdf

No. Action Who When
121 wdzy & WCNBS DIFNRSY ¢NBS DAGSI ¢ Alerwood Tidy 202122
Tree mix (whips only) to include: Rowan, Birch, Hazel and Wild Cherr Towns Group
Residents
Associations
1.22 Explore the potential for managing sometbé grass areas aroundthe a l NIi A y I Short term (2
Community buildings and Mens Shed area as small wildflower meadc years)
Na Fianna Mens
Shed
1.23 | Explore the opportunity to create a natural playground at a suitable ~ Brendan Wyse/  Short term (2
location within the village aAOKSft t S vyears)



No.
1.24

1.25

126

127

Action Who
Explore the opportunity to carry out the following habitat and visual ~ Allenwood Tidy
enhancement works iresidential estates in the town: Towns Group

Plant native hedgerows or climbers against internal boundary

concrete walls and along the front boundaries of residential  Residents

estates in the town. Associations

Manage sections of residential green spaces as wildflower

meadows, either bulbshortcut or hay meadows. For ful

meadows species such as Snowdrops, Bluebells, Crocus spg

Muscari, etc. can be planted.

Create pollinator friendly planting beds by renovating existing

shrub / flower beds or creating new ones at suitable locations

estates. The management of thesieasild be taken on by the

local residents.

Plant copses of trees on residential green spaces and manag

the grass underneath as bumblebee nesting habitat (left uncu

Plant bulbs and wildflowers into these areas to add aoknd

increase the biodiversityalue.

Install bird and bat boxes at suitable locations.

Where possible create a wildlife pond. Secure with fencing if

necessary.

The large green spaces and internal boundary walls in Woodlawn anc
Whitethorn Park are goodxamples of opportunities to maksgnificant
gains for biodiversity whilst also delivering benefits for the local reside
e.g. natural play.

Target 1 residential estate each year of the Action Plan to work with (i
actions should be agreed with thesidents). These can then act as
WOKI YLIA2YaQ gAGKAY GKS G2y TF2N

When
Long term (5
years)

Explore the opportunity to enhance biodiversity within Scoil Mhuire aAOKSft t S Shortterm (2

grounds by:
A. Managing the grass verge on thi#lage side as a wildflower School Principal
meadow with spring bulbs.
B. Creating raised herb beds in the front yard.
C. Plant an edible hedge along the boundary between the sports
pitch and the church grounds.
D. Creating a planting trench aloriige boundary wall on the village
side to allow for native climbers @ 3/m. Use native lvy and
Honeysuckle (requires trellis to support it).
Explore the opportunity to soften the car park of tRarish Church and BrendanWyse
make it more people & biodiversity friendly by:
Installing pollinator friendly rain gardens and bioswale verges Parish Office
selected locations. Include trees in the proposed beds.
Consider maaging the grass verge to the front of the church a
abulb and short cut wildflower meadow. A Yew hedge could |
planted against the front wall.
Developing a pedestrian friendly tree lined path / avenue frorn
the front gate to the church front door.
Exploe the opportunity to strengthen / create shelter belts of native Brendan Wyse
trees throughout the grounds of Allenwood GAA. These will create sh
for the pitches, create a parkland feel and enhance the biodiversity va Allenwood GFC
of the grounds. They will also offtére opportunity to run a club
Fdzy RN AaAy3a STFF2NI GKNRdAzIK | W

years)

Long term (5
years)

Short term (2
years)



Target 13 Make thevillageQ surrounding landsmore biodiversity friendly

Explore theopportunity to enhance the grass verges along the canal fc Allenwood Tidy  Short term (2
biodiversity by creating wildflower meadows in wider verges andto  Towns Group years)
improve pedestrian access to the Canal from the village.
Carry out a hedgerow reihce project by augmenting existing Allenwood Tidy  Short term (2
hedgerows in the surrounding landscape with new trees such as Oak, Towns Group years)
Wild Cherry, etc. This will futugroof hedgerows against the potential
impacts of Ash Dieback.

- Explore the opportunity to install kerbing, wildflower meadow strip anc Isabel Whelan ~ Short term (2
an interpretation panel at Skew Bridge. years)

Target 1.4 Deliver speciespecific conservation projest

native Buckthorn bush and run a promotional event about the species

Carry out a Brimstee butterfly project: plant their larval food plant the Brendan Wyse 2021
project. Source native Purging buckthoRh@mnus cathartica

10



Objective 2: Raising awareness of local

biodiversity & how to protect it

It is important to raise awareness so that the public, community & residential groups, and businesses kno
how to help our wildlife.

Target 2.1increase the number of people within the community who are aware of the

local biodiversity and who understai the need to conserve it

2. . | Install interpretation posts at selected locations along the Canal. These a A OK St f ¢ 2021

should cover the history of the canal and also the wildlife found on it. / Brendan Wyse
224l 7) | Explore the opportunity to paint murals on selected utility boxes showcas a | NI A y' | 2021
local biodiversity. See Abbeyleix Tidy Towns street art project. Brendan Wyse

{2, | Run a minimum of 1 wildlife related event (e.g. vealtalks, workshops) eacl Allenwood Tidy Ongoing
year. This should use the results of the questionnaire in the back of this F Towns Group  annually
as a guide for topics of interest and how to deliver them during Covid 19.

)

This should include:a
Bat walk and talk
Wildlife of the canal
Peatland vildlife walk and talk

These can be delivered as Allenwood only events or in partnership with ¢

neighboring communities where appropriate.

Use vacant shop fronts on Main Street to display / interphetlocal natural, a I NIi A y' | 2021
built and cultural heritage of Allenwood.

2/ 5 | Continue to use local social media to raise awareness of local biodiversit a A OK St f ¢ Ongoing
conservation issues. / Brendan Wyse

2215 Install an orienation and interpretation board in the centre of the village. a A OK St f ¢ 2021
This should highlight sites mterest around the village including those of / Brendan Wyse
natural heritage.

Facilitate a meeting and plan for the future developrhémanagement of  Brendan Wyse 2021
the peatlands around the village that will maximise the benefits forltical

community and biodiversity.

)

1.

>

2.1.7

Target 22 Support education opportunities in schools at all levels

2, 22| Ensure the lodaschool has a copy of the Meland Pollinator Plan guide for a A OK St f ¢ 2021
schools and thdunior Alireland Pollinator Plan and are aware of all the
resources available at www.pollinators.ie/resources

712271 Support the local school with wiite events / activities. Where possible this a A OK St f ¢ Ongoing
should utilise the different areasf habitat on the campus. This can be a
wildlife walk, talk, or workshop.

2222l Install signage to maximise outdoor learning about the different suefa Brendan Wyse 2021
biodiversity habitat on the school ground. These can be created bgdheol
pupils as part of art class activities.

11



Target 23 Provide clear information to different sectors within the community on ho

they can take actions to émance their spaces for biodiversity

Participate in, and if necessary help organise, a half day weed control
workshop to raise awareness of the harmful effects of herbicide use on
human health and for biodiversity to differentidowners around the town.
This workshop should also cover altative weed control solutions where
weed control is necessary and encourage a change of mindset in other
dAldzZ GA2y&d 6KSNB WgSSRaQ O2dZ R 0

Organise this event in partnershigith other local communities.

Participate in, and if necessary, help organise, a series of county wide fa
talks (min. of 2 per year) that will positively enhance biodiversity in the
landscape e.g. utilizing farm gne infrastructure for the farm business, farrr
woodland gants, etc. Communicate the details of each event with the loc
farming community.

Ensure the different sectors within the community have ceméthe
relevant Allireland Pollinator Plan resourceiges e.g. sporting
organisations, faith communities, etc.

Post links to the Adireland Pollinator Plan guides on local social media ea
year.

Implement a policy of néinvasive plant species in new planting schemes it
the village. e.g. no LaurdP(unus laurocerasiis

Engage wittKildare County Council to ensure tredt new developments in
the village incorporate best practice green infrastructure design principle:
(e.g. use of bioswales) and biodiversity features (e.g. Swift bricks, see Ac
1.4.1).

Green infrastructure degh should ideally be done at the plangiand desigr
stage. Where plans have developed beyond planning, engage with the
developers about the benefits that green infrastructure design can delive
them.

Allenwood Tidy
Towns Group

Allenwood Tidy
Towns Group

Brendan Wyse

aAOKStfS
Brendan Wge
Allenwood Tidy
Towns Group
Brendan Wyse

2021

Short term (2
years)

2021

Ongoing
annually
Long term (5
years)

2021

12



Objective 3: Collecting evidence to

track change & measure success

To ensure that our actions are making a difference we need to gather a baseline of data on our wildlife an
then measure our success or ldbkreof against thisThis data can be gathered through regular surveys and
Citizen Sciencefforts. This plan setsut the following targets to achieve this:

Target3.1Build a baseline of data on local biodiversity and track changes

21 il | Engage withocal environmental NotGovernment Organisations Brendan Wyse / 2021
(eNGOsabout carrying out a survey of Swiftsthe village. If there are IsabelWhelan
local records found then identify potential sites to install new nest bc
and a caller. Local eNGOs
02 CIHOAfTAGEFGS 2AfR YAfRIFNBQa Waz2i Alenwood Tidy Short term (2
Towns Group years)
Wild Kildare
Develop at least 1 bumblebee transects in the town and submit reco Allenwood Tidy 2021
to the NBDC Towns Group
Develop at least 1 butterfly transect in the town and submit records 1 Allenwood Tidy 2021
the NBDC Towns Group
Record all biodiversity records onto the National Biodiversity Data  Allenwood Tidy Ongoing
Centre. Encourage other members of t@mmunity to do likewise. Towns Group
Record and map all biodiversity actions delivered at: Brendan Wyse Ongoing

Target3.2 Measure progress of this Plan on a regular basis

https://pollinators.biodiversityireland.ie/

¢y 224l | Setup a sulrommittee that will be responsible for carrying out an Allenwood Tidy Shortterm (2
annual review and steering the dediry of this BAP. This should includ Towns Group years)
representatives of different sectors within the community.

Carry out a full detailed review of the Action Plan in the final year.

Plan for the updating / renewing of a subsequengéar plan to run
from 20262030.

Allenwood Tidy
Towns Group
Allenwood Tidy
Towns Group

The subcommittee shall carry out an annual review of the Action Pla Allenwood Tidy Ongoiry
Towns Group annually
Carry out a more detailed mittrm review of the Action Plan. Allenwood Tidy Ongoing
Towns Group annually

Long term (5
years)
Long term (5
years)

13



Objective 4:Build local capacity to

manage & record biodiversity

The following targets and actions airo ensure thatwe have the resourceand capacityto carry out the
actions identified in Objectivesa.

No.

No.

Action

Identify all wildlife groups active in Allenwood am@dkecontact and offer
help / partner on local projects.

Identify sources of native wildflowers (this should include Yellow Rattl
as places for community seed collectiorhis can include other donor
sources in the county

Create an email list of local volunteers who can be called upon for
practical conservation volunteering events throughout the year such &
management of wildflower meadows, invasive species removal, tree
planting, etc. (ensure GDPRidelines are taken)

Hold an event to communicate this BAP to the local community.

Participate in a meeting of all 10 Kildare 2020 BAP applicants to disct
opportunities for collaboration taleliver selected projects outlined in thi
Plan.

Action

9y 3l 38 sAGK GKS aSyQa { KSR I cakad
secure location. This will be used to grow all the town's flowers and pl
for use in new community planting schemes. This will create the
opportunity to raise funds by selling natipéants and pollinator friendly
plants.

Source meadow maintenance equipment for community use. Options
available are to 1) purchase equipment, potentially in partnership with
other neighbouring townsind villages; 2) work with the private sector t(
build up their capacit for managing meadows (hire companies and / ol
local landscape contractors), or 3) to work with KCC for them to build
internal capacity / resources.

If working with other neighbouringroups then an annual schedule for i
use, maintenance /servicing pig, insurance & other costs should be
agreed in advance.

Build upa stock of biodiversity educational resources. Liaise withltical
library.

Buid up a stock of biodiversity recording equipment such as bat
detectors, moth traps, etc.

Who
Brendan Wyse

Isakel Whelan

Brendan Wyse

Allenwood Tidy
Towns Group
Allenwood Tidy
Towns Group

Who
al NIAYF h
NaFianh a Sy
Shed

Allenwood Tidy
Towns Group

Allenwood Tidy
Towns Group
Allenwood Tidy
Towns Group

When
2021

2021

2021

2021

TBD

When
2021

Long term (5
years)

Short term (2
years)
Long term (5
years)

14



Mapping the Actions

Legend
Objective

Objective 1: Making our town / village biodiversity friendly

Objective 2: Raising awareness of local biodiversity & how to protect it
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Section 4: Resources

It is not necessary to rmvent the wheelin order to deliver this planThere are numerous people,
organisations, publications and online resources available to achieve thepbssibleoutcomes. Some of
these are outlined in this sectipralthoughthis is not intended to be an exhaustive listwliil alsobe
important tha as new information becomes available that this should be considered and actions deliverec

or adjusted accordingly.

Did you knowOf the 62,000 townland names in Ireland,
13,000 have reference to trees and 1,600 have some derive
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Links to useful online resources

The following is a list of useful links to guides on a range of common biodiversity subjects.

Subjed Link(s)
Bats 9 https://www.batconservationireland.org/
9 https:/kildarebatgroup.wordpress.com/
Birdwatching 1 http://www.birdwatchkildare.com/?page _id=23
91 https://birdwatchireland.ie/irelandsbirds-birdwatchireland/
T www.irishbirding.com
/| KAt RNByYy Qa 9 https://birdwatchireland.ie/ourwork/fun-learning/for-kids/
Activities 1  https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2020/03/kidsature-activitiesseltisolation/
1 https://www.rspb.org.uk/funandlearning/
General Biodiversity 91 https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/
Issues 1 www.npws.ie
Habitat Boxes 1 https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/wordpress/wpcontent/uploads/PollinatorfHow-to-

Guidel-ALT FINAL.pdf
https://birdwatchireland.ie/app/uloads/2019/09/Nestboxe$actsheet. pdf
https://www.batconservationireland.org/wp
content/uploads/2015/05/BClrelandGuidelines _BatBoxes.pdf
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/wordpres/wp-content/uploads/PollinatorHow-to-
Guide3-FINAEL. pdf

https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/content/files/conserving _hedgerows 2mb.pdf
https://63273-649646raikfcquaxgncofafm.stackpathdns.com/wp
content/uploads/2019/04/HedgerowCasestudyASPaulBendfor-NewWebsite. pdf
https://mosart.ie/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/IriskHedgerowsNetworksfor-Nature.pdf
www.hedgelaying.ie

https://www.nature.scot/sites/default/files/201911/Guidance%20
%20Natural%20heritage%i@@erpretation 1.pdf
https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/content/files/bored of boards 1mb.pdf
https://pollinators.ie/resources/signagéemplates/

https://invasivespeciesireland.com/
https://www.fisheriesireland.ie/Invasiv&pecies/invasivepecies.html
https://www.facebook.com/Wid-Kildare1437313092971392/
http://www.birdwatchkildare.com/

https://kildarebatgroup.wordpress.com/
http://www.Kildare.ie/CountyCouncil/Heritage/Biodiversity/
http://www.walkingroutes.ie/WalkingTrails/Kildare
http://www.irishseedsavers.ie/blog/wgontent/uploads/2014/10/CreatingAnOrchard.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachmer
ata/file/11466/1973262.pdf

http://www.wetlandsystems.ie/qgoephow.html

https://www.theorchardproject.org.uk/

www.ipcc.ie

www.bordnamona.ie/transform/biodiversity

www.abbeyleixbog.ie

https://pollinators.ie/resources/
https://pollinators.ie/wordpress/wpcontent/uploads/2018/04/PlantinegCode2018WEB. pdf
www.rhs.org.uk

https://pollinators.ie/

https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/recorebiodiversity/
https://greensideup.ie/l6naturatalternativesto-herbicidewhy-you-shouldusethem/
https://greenschoolsireland.org/biodiveristy/

https://pollinators.ie/schools/

http://www.h eritageinschools.ie/teachenesources/strand/livinghingsscience/p3?2q=&c=

17

= =4

Hedgerows

=

= =

= =

Interpretative Signage

=

Invasive Alien Species

Local Biodiversity News

Nature Trails
Orchards

=4 =8 =4 =8 -8 -8 -8 -4 -8 -89

Peatlands

Pollinator Friendly
Planting Schemes

Pollinators

Recording Biodiversity
Reducing Herbicide Use
Schools & Biodiversity

E R B R R N B R R R B R |



https://www.batconservationireland.org/
https://kildarebatgroup.wordpress.com/
http://www.birdwatchkildare.com/?page_id=23
https://birdwatchireland.ie/irelands-birds-birdwatch-ireland/
http://www.irishbirding.com/
https://birdwatchireland.ie/our-work/fun-learning/for-kids/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2020/03/kids-nature-activities-self-isolation/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/fun-and-learning/
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/
http://www.npws.ie/
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/Pollinator-How-to-Guide-1-ALT_FINAL.pdf
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/Pollinator-How-to-Guide-1-ALT_FINAL.pdf
https://birdwatchireland.ie/app/uploads/2019/09/Nestboxes-factsheet.pdf
https://www.batconservationireland.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/BCIrelandGuidelines_BatBoxes.pdf
https://www.batconservationireland.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/BCIrelandGuidelines_BatBoxes.pdf
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/Pollinator-How-to-Guide-3-FINAL-1.pdf
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/Pollinator-How-to-Guide-3-FINAL-1.pdf
https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/content/files/conserving_hedgerows_2mb.pdf
https://63273-649646-raikfcquaxqncofqfm.stackpathdns.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Hedgerow-CasestudyASPaul21-Send-for-New-Website.pdf
https://63273-649646-raikfcquaxqncofqfm.stackpathdns.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Hedgerow-CasestudyASPaul21-Send-for-New-Website.pdf
https://mosart.ie/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Irish-Hedgerows-Networks-for-Nature.pdf
http://www.hedgelaying.ie/
https://www.nature.scot/sites/default/files/2019-11/Guidance%20-%20Natural%20heritage%20interpretation_1.pdf
https://www.nature.scot/sites/default/files/2019-11/Guidance%20-%20Natural%20heritage%20interpretation_1.pdf
https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/content/files/bored_of_boards_1mb.pdf
https://pollinators.ie/resources/signage-templates/
https://invasivespeciesireland.com/
https://www.fisheriesireland.ie/Invasive-Species/invasive-species.html
https://www.facebook.com/Wild-Kildare-1437313092971392/
http://www.birdwatchkildare.com/
https://kildarebatgroup.wordpress.com/
http://www.kildare.ie/CountyCouncil/Heritage/Biodiversity/
http://www.walkingroutes.ie/WalkingTrails/Kildare
http://www.irishseedsavers.ie/blog/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/CreatingAnOrchard.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/11466/1973262.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/11466/1973262.pdf
http://www.wetlandsystems.ie/goephow.html
https://www.theorchardproject.org.uk/
http://www.ipcc.ie/
http://www.bordnamona.ie/transform/biodiversity
http://www.abbeyleixbog.ie/
https://pollinators.ie/resources/
https://pollinators.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Planting-Code-2018-WEB.pdf
http://www.rhs.org.uk/
https://pollinators.ie/
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/record-biodiversity/
https://greensideup.ie/16-natural-alternatives-to-herbicide-why-you-should-use-them/
https://greenschoolsireland.org/biodiveristy/
https://pollinators.ie/schools/
http://www.heritageinschools.ie/teachers-resources/strand/living-things-science/p3?q=&c=

Subjece Link(s)
1 https://www.eckilkenny.ie/images/Biodiversity Plan_for_Schools.pdf
1 http://www .heartoftheglens.org/cms/wgontent/uploads/2017/12/Teacher®utdoor
LearningResource.pdf

1 http://www.ipcc.ie/discoverandlearn/resources/
Swifts 9 https://birdwatchireland.ie/ourwork/surveysresearch/researctsurveys/swiftsurveys/
T www.swiftconservation.ie/
Tree Identification & 1 https://www.treecouncil.ie/nativeirishtrees
Selection 1 https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BgemRFHRDRSVnh3bmxGOEVaMHc/edit
1 http://www.clarecoco.ie/services/planningublications/tree-desigrguidefor-towns-and
villagesin-co-clare-201728115.pdf
Wildflower Meadows 1 https://pollinators.ie/wordpressivp-content/uploads/2018/04/Howto-quide Wildflower-
Meadows2018WEB.pdf
Wildflowers T http://mwvww.wildflowersofireland.net/index.php
1 www.bsbi.org
Wildlife Ponds T  https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/actions/howbuild-pond
9 https://invasivespeciesireland.com/wpontent/uploads/2017/10/AQUATICS BOOKS.pdf
Woodland 1 http://www.woodlandsofireland.com/sites/default/files/Management%20Guidelines%20fi

%20Ireland%27s%20Native%20Woodlands%202017.pdf

91 https://www.forestryfocus.ie/sociaknvironmentalaspects/biodiversityand-nature-
conservation/biodiversityn-forests/conservatiorand-restoration/

1 http://mwww.woodlandsofireland.com/sites/default/files/Silvicultural%20Guidelines%20for
ONative%20Trees.pdf

1 https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/wildlife-advice/howmanagewoodlandwildlife

Potential project funders

The followingable outlines some of thgotential sources of funding to helgeliver the actions outlined in
this Plan It is also worth remembering other traditional forms of fundraising such as working with local
businesses, bucket collections, table quizzes, etc.

Fund / Funding Body Description

LEADERrogramme, County To discuss potentigdroject ideas and the availability of funding, contact the County
Kildare LEADER Partnership C Kildare LEADER Partnership offices at (045) 895 450 oriefo@lcountyildarelp.ie
Website:www.countykildarelp.ie/

Kildare County Council For additional information in relation to funding for biodiversity and heritage projects,
contact the Heritage OfficerTel. 045 980791 raemailheritagedficer@kildarecoco.ie
Community Environment Actiol Formerly known as LA21, this fund covers small community environmental projects.
Fundc Kildare County Council

Community Foundatiofor The Community Foundation for Ireland has funded bioditesirveys and action plans

Ireland under their Environment and Nature programme.
https://www.communityfoundation.ie/insights/news/environmerdnd-nature-fund-2019

Heritage Council TheHeritage CouncBupports a wide range of heritage projects throughout the country

through our annuagrantsprogramme.

https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/funding

Waters & Communities Ther aim is to support communities and stakeholders in the delivery of local water qu
projects and initiatives and have an annual grant package available. Contact your loc
officer to discuss potential projects by searching:
http://watersandcommunities.ie/communitywater-officers/

Trees on the Land This charity aims to increase the amount of native Irish trees across Ireland.
htt ps//www.treesontheland.com/
NeighbourWood Scheme This Forestry Service grant supports the creation and enhancement of new native

community woodland schemes over 1ha in size (up to 12ha size) including the
improvements to woodland facilities such as tiafrastructure.
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/grantandpremiumschemes/20
5/NeighbourWoodScheme2407 Ipdf
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https://www.eckilkenny.ie/images/Biodiversity_Plan_for_Schools.pdf
http://www.heartoftheglens.org/cms/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Teachers-Outdoor-Learning-Resource.pdf
http://www.heartoftheglens.org/cms/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Teachers-Outdoor-Learning-Resource.pdf
http://www.ipcc.ie/discover-and-learn/resources/
https://birdwatchireland.ie/our-work/surveys-research/research-surveys/swift-surveys/
file:///C:/Users/fiona/AppData/Local/Temp/www.swiftconservation.ie/
https://www.treecouncil.ie/nativeirishtrees
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-qemRFHRDRSVnh3bmxGOEVaMHc/edit
http://www.clarecoco.ie/services/planning/publications/tree-design-guide-for-towns-and-villages-in-co-clare-2017-28115.pdf
http://www.clarecoco.ie/services/planning/publications/tree-design-guide-for-towns-and-villages-in-co-clare-2017-28115.pdf
https://pollinators.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/How-to-guide-Wildflower-Meadows-2018-WEB.pdf
https://pollinators.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/How-to-guide-Wildflower-Meadows-2018-WEB.pdf
http://www.wildflowersofireland.net/index.php
http://www.bsbi.org/
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/actions/how-build-pond
https://invasivespeciesireland.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/AQUATICS_BOOK5.pdf
http://www.woodlandsofireland.com/sites/default/files/Management%20Guidelines%20for%20Ireland%27s%20Native%20Woodlands%202017.pdf
http://www.woodlandsofireland.com/sites/default/files/Management%20Guidelines%20for%20Ireland%27s%20Native%20Woodlands%202017.pdf
https://www.forestryfocus.ie/social-environmental-aspects/biodiversity-and-nature-conservation/biodiversity-in-forests/conservation-and-restoration/
https://www.forestryfocus.ie/social-environmental-aspects/biodiversity-and-nature-conservation/biodiversity-in-forests/conservation-and-restoration/
http://www.woodlandsofireland.com/sites/default/files/Silvicultural%20Guidelines%20for%20Native%20Trees.pdf
http://www.woodlandsofireland.com/sites/default/files/Silvicultural%20Guidelines%20for%20Native%20Trees.pdf
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/wildlife-advice/how-manage-woodland-wildlife
mailto:info@countykildarelp.ie
http://www.countykildarelp.ie/
mailto:heritageofficer@kildarecoco.ie
https://www.communityfoundation.ie/insights/news/environment-and-nature-fund-2019
https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/funding
http://watersandcommunities.ie/community-water-officers/
https://www.treesontheland.com/
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/grantandpremiumschemes/2015/NeighbourWoodScheme240717.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/grantandpremiumschemes/2015/NeighbourWoodScheme240717.pdf

Useful contacts & sources

To help deliver the actions it will be important to work with a range of local and national stakeholder groups
The following outlines some of these. It is worth remembering that there may also be local individuals ir
your community who have particular iatests and skillsets worth tapping into to deliver the actions.

Remember that skills other than ecological skills can be an important asset when delivering certain actions

Organisation / Group| Area of Expertise

Kildare County The local Heritage Officer is available to

Council discuss and provide information on
biodiversity and heritage related matters
and projects

Kildare Public Public Participation Networks (PPNs) act
Participation an independent structure to facilitate
Network public participation in policy and decision

making with the local authorities.

Community and voluntary, social Insion,
and environmental groups are encourage
to join Kildare PPN.

County Kildare If your idea is eligible in principle for
LEADER Partnership. LEADER funding, a Project Development
CLG Officer will work with you to develop

specifications of your project, help you wit
procurement, and assish ibring forward an
application for fundingFunding is available
in the following categories: capital, training
marketing, and analysis and development

Wild Kildare Local volunteer environmental
organisation.

Irish Wildlife Trust National eavironmental charity covering all
aspects obiodiversity.

BirdWatch Ireland C2NJ AYTF2NNI GA2Y 2V

Kildare

National Rarks and Responsible for managing the IriSkate's

Wildlife Service nature conservation responsibilities.
All-Ireland Pollinator | National Plan with the aim of creating
Plan an Irelandwhere pollinatorscan survive &
thrive.
National Biodiversity | National centre for the collection, collation
Data Centre management, analysis and dissemination
RFEGF 2y LNBflIyRQ& 0o
Vincent Wildlife National environmental charity with the
Trust aim ofconserving and research into

selected Irish mammals.
Botanical Society of | National organisation thatq@motesthe
Britain & Ireland study, understanding and enjoyment of
British and Irish botany
The LochAuthority A shared service working with Local
Waters Programme | Authorities and State agencies to meet
(Waters & obligations under the EU Water Framewol
Communitieg Directive for the development and
implementation of River Basin
Management Plans in lhd.

Contact 2tails

Tel. 045 980791 or email
heritageoffcer@kitlarecoco.ie

Telephone: 045 980700
Email:admin@kildareppn.ie
Website:https://www.kildareppn.ie/

Telephone: (045) 895 450. Email
info@countykildarelp.ieWebsite:
www.countykildarelp.ie/

https://www.facebook.com/WildKildare
1437313092971392/

https://iwt.ie/

https://birdwatchireland.ie/

https://www.npws.ie/

https://pollinators.ie/

https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/

https://www.vincentwildlife.ie/

https://bsbi.org/ireland

http://watersandcommunities.ie/
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http://www.countykildarelp.ie/
https://www.facebook.com/Wild-Kildare-1437313092971392/
https://www.facebook.com/Wild-Kildare-1437313092971392/
https://iwt.ie/
https://birdwatchireland.ie/
https://www.npws.ie/
https://pollinators.ie/
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/
https://www.vincentwildlife.ie/
https://bsbi.org/ireland
http://watersandcommunities.ie/

Allenwood Tidy
Towns

Bat Conservation
Ireland

Kildare Bat Group
Kildare Animal
Foundation

Irish Peatland
Conservation

Council

Kildare Community 4
Climate Action

All-Ireland

Pollinator Plan
www.pollinators.ie

Local Tidy Towns group. allenwoodtidytowns@gmail.com

An altirelandcharity that promotes https://www.batconservationireland.org/
the conservatiorof batsand thar

habitats.

Members of Bat Conservation Ireland https:/kildarebatgroup.wordpress.com/
with a particular interest ifildare

bats.

A local norprofit organisation https://animalfoundation.ie/

dedicated to the welfare of cats, dogs

and small animals.

A national charitable organisation with http://www.ipcc.ie/

the aim of conserving and protecting ¢

representative sample of Irish bogs,

and to campaign on berglated issues.

This is a network of groups and individual! https://www.facebook.com/KildareC4CA/
who are working together for climate

action and community resilience in Kildare

The network originated as a result of the

LEADER dzy RSR &/ 2YYdzy A

P OGA2Yyé GNIAYAY3I LN

in 2019.

The AHireland Pollinator Plan is
one of the best sources of
information on how to makewr
community spaces better for
pollinators and wildlife in general.
Check out the resources section o
their website here:

https://pollinators.ie/resources/
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Habitat Management Guidelines

Wildflower Meadows:

Before creating any new meadows, it is important to consider and plan for the maintenamgieements.

If the proper planning is not done at the outset it may cause considerable hassle down the line. This
particularly important for the end of season cut of a hay meadow as the grass could be knee heigh
Remember meadows are managed landssdpYouwill need to consider the following:

1 Who is going to cut the meadow?
o lIs it volunteers, the local authority or a contractor?
o Or for larger meadows can it be conservation grazed?
1 How are they going to cut it?
0 Have they got the righequipment suitable fothe site?
1 How are you going to gather and remove the cuttings from the site?
1 What are you going to do with the cuttings after they have been removed from the site?

There are a few different types of wildflower meadows that you maysater depending onour site and
preferences. Each requires different management. We have listed two such types of meadows here:

HayMeadows: Short Cut Meadows:

fI Cut 2 times per year, once at the beginning of tff  Cut approximately every 6 weeks from rAgril
season to remove any wintergwth and a final cut in through to autumn

mid-August to September (if there are late flowerin| 1 Mow the fringes along paths, car parks and roadsidg
species then you may consider delaying the cut) 1 Mow paths through larger meadows to encourag
1 Mow the fringes along paths, car parks and roadsidg people to use them
1 Mow paths through larger meadows to encourag Y Putup simple signs to let peopkaiow what you are
people to use them doing

1 Increase species diversity as needed by harvesting |
seed and either oveseeding it on the grass after it hg
been cut or by growing the seed on as plug plants
planting out the following spring.

9 Put up signso let people know what yoare doing

1 Increase species diversity as needed by harvesting |
seed and either oveseeding it on the grass after it hg
been cut or by growing the seed on as plug plants
planting out the following spring.

1 Control listel noxious weeds.

For more informatiorvisit the Allireland Pollinator Plan website and resources page

https://pollinators.ie/wordpress/wpcontent/uploads/2018/04/Howto-guide Wildflower-Meadows2018WEB.pdf
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Designing and Planning for New Tree PlantingCommunitySpaces

For the creatiorof new areas of community woodlands, copses, avenues or individual trees on community
aLJ 0Sa GKS Yz2aid AYLRNIIyYy (I wWiAkAKGT ti2 OERYMS YWOSSNG Y76 &
woodland creation projects and works on existing woodlaryds shold always seek expert advice before
proceeding.

The following are some of the practical considerations that should help guide you in the dediglanning
for smaller tree planting projects:

Local Site Soil- is it very wet or free draining?
Considerations
Is the site designated (as natural, built or archaeological) or adjoining a designated site or site

of particular biodiversity interest? If so, check with relevant organisation for approval.
For larger planting schemes, do you need to prepare the site for planting?

Do you need to protect against rabbits / hares / deer?

Check for overhead powerlines or underground services.

Practical Design Consider safety and sightlineset back from primary paths in public spaces or at road

Considerations Junctions
Consider whether antsocial behaviour is a problem in the area and manage for it in
advance

Where possible, include other community amenities as part of larger planting schemes
paths, outdoor classrooms, natural play, picnic tables, etc.

Consider neighbouring houses before planting.

Where possible, plant small groups of trees in public spaces instead of lots of individual
trees. This will be easier to maintain.

When planting trees at larger sizes you'll need to stake and tie them. Remember to
adjust tree ties each year and remove afteB ®ears.

Community & Consult with local community to gain support for the works. Be innovative with how you

Stakeholder engage local families and children in the development of the woodland e.g. dedicate a

Consultation tree to each family resident next to the project, carry out volunteer tree planting events,
develop ancillary amenities such as benches and natural play, etc.

Communicate the plans with the person or organisation responsible for maintaining the
green spaces (i.e. local authority, contractor or local volunteer) to avoid accidental
damage to the trees.

Agree a plan for managing around the base of individual trees to avoid damage from
lawnmowers and strimmers.

For more practical informatigrcheck outthe Trees on théd.and websitehttps://www.treesontheland.com/plantineguide
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Managing for Pollinabrs:

T

Think about their essential needsfood, water, & shelterg and try to provide these where possible
becatse just like us they cannot survive without them.

Use pollinator friendly perennials (and small shrubs sudaaender) instead of annual beahdj plants

in flower beds and containers (see Appendix 2 for some options).

For butterflies and moths, considére larval foodplants of these species. For example nigide is the
foodplant for the caterpillars of 5 species of butterfly.

Minimise the use of herbicide for managing weeds. Where possible try to embrace these native
wildflowers for their visual inteest and biodiversity value.

Check out the Alreland Pollinator Plan for lots of practical tips and ideas on managing for pollinators:
https://pollinators.ie/

Did you know100 craJd LINR A RS dx: 2 F
these, 71 are pollinated by bees!
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Planting for Biodiversity

Herbaceous Perenniatdall for the back of Herbaceous Perenniaishort for the front of beds
beds
f Japanese anemone@nemonex hybrid) 1 SedumWdzi dzY y (auiMehd);Q
¢ pink and white gutumn); 1 Masterwort (Astrantia majoy (available in various shades
1 Verbena bonariensifate summer); pink and white, long flowering fromummer intoautumn);
1 FoxgloveqDigitalisspp) (earlysummer) Yarrow (Achilleaspp) 6ummer intoautumn);

1
¢ both pink and white varieties; 1 Avens(Geumsp.)¢ brightly coloured with log-lasting flowers;
Mullein (Verbascunspp) gummer); 1 / 2t dzY o A y Sk D NJAliégiaSn (eadly2symyfrieni
1
1

1

1 Fennel(Foeniculum vulgale Macedonian scabiougKnautia macedoniga

1 Teasel(Dipsacussp.) - Goldfinches love Hardy Geraniums/Cranesbill§Geranium spp) in a mix of
their seeds in winter colours, blue, pink and white. These planparticularly blue

1 Some Rudbeckia daisieswill add bod varieties sucha WW2Ky a2y Qa of dzSQo
colour too. mantle Alchemilla molliswhich are particularly lovely plante

along the edges of beds.
1 Lenten HelleboreqHelleborus orientaljswill give winter and
spring interest.
1 Pengemons:A semiwoody perennial wi tubular flowers that
last from early summer right through to late autumn.
1 [ I R& Qa (AcHeryfillatm8llis): attractive green flowers al
leaves that flop over bed edges.
Also consider:
1 Herb species are great for pobiitors as well as providing foodrfourselveschives,thyme,rosemaryoregano
/ marjoram andsage.
1 Native wildflowers add great colour and biodiversity inter&swill be a great addition to flowerbeds. Son
may be crucial for different species of natikiodiversity as food plants.

General list of shrub and tree species recommended for biodiversity enhancement:

Native Hedgerow Mix Species to Select From FIEGTITE 4 W ENEIENG & R (Rt

for Biodiversity

The nmain hedging species.is

1 Hawthorn/ Whitethorn Crataegus monogyna T Plant @ 48 plants per metre

1 Plantin a double staggered row where

Smaller percentages of the following species: possible

1 Elder Sambucus nig) 1 Allow 1.52m width for a mature hedge
1 Blackthorn Prunusspinosa ¢ the wider the better!

1 Hazel Corylus avellana 1 Cuton a 3yearcycle so that the it can
1 Holly (lex aquifoliuny flower and fruit

1 Privet Ligustrum vulgarge 1 Cut outside the bird nesting seasori'(1
{1 Spindle Euonymus europaeys March-31% August) unless for road

1 Guelder rose\(iburnum opulus safety reasons

1 Dog roseRosa caning

Trees such as OakQugercus robyr Crab apple Malus
sylvestris), etc. should belpnted randomly along the length 24



Wildlife-friendly tree species
1 Pedunculate oaKQuercus robuy ¢ prefers |
neutral/limestone soils
1 Sessile oak(Quercus petraeac prefers

slightly acid soils 1
1 Willow (Salix spp) ¢ good for damp/
waterside conditions 1
i Hazel(Corylus avellaneg likes neutral to |
limey soils

1 Alder (Alnus glutinosg, good for damp/ 1

waterside conditions

Aspen(Populus tremulpn

Silver birch(Betula pendula

Downy birch(Betula pubescens good for 1

damp/ waterside conditions

1 Yew(Taxusbaccafecy 2 S G KI

is the upright form (Irish Yew) 1

Holly (llex aquifoliurm

Rowan / Mountain ash(Sorbus aucuparja

¢ flowers ard fruit for spring and autumr

interest

1 Whitebeam (Sorbus arip ¢ flowers and 1l
fruit for spring and autumn interest

1 Crab applgMalus sylvestrisc flowers and
fruit for spring and autumn interest 1

1 Wild cherry (Prunus avium¢ flowers in
spring and coloudl fruit and leaves ir 1
autumn

E R

= =

)l
)l
1

1

Wildlife-friendly shrub species
Fruit bushese.g. the native RaspbernR(bus idaeysand
Blackberry Rubus fruticosysAlso Currants and Gooseberri
(Ribesspp.).
Ling heather (Calluna vulgaris - prefers acid/peaty soil
conditions
Bell heather(Ericacinereg - prefers acid/peaty soil condition
Broom (Cytisus scoparijigerrific colour, blooming througt
April & May.
Firethorn (Pyracanthd* - a very thorny climber, good for wa
cover with creamylossoms in summer and colourful berri
in autumn. Dfferent species have different coloured berri
ranging from yellow through orange to scarlet red.
Honeysuckle/WoodbingLonicera periclymenung a climber
with beautifully scented flowers, particulgrin the evening
when they attract nectaseeking mats.
Dog rose(Rosa caningg a climber with beautiful flowers ir
June and red rosehips in autumn.
Elder (Sambucus nigjag creamy flowers (most importan
ingredient in a very tasty cordial!) in Juneddplack berries ir
autumn Enly ediblewhen cookedgreat for jams and jellies)
Spindle tree (Euonymus europaels; strikingly beautiful
2Nl y3S aSSRa OFNNARASR Ay ol
KIdaqQ
Blackthorn (Prunus spinoga¢ featuring sloe beies in
autumn
Purging Buckthorn (Rhamnus catharticjsc an uncommon
shrubc¢ the favourite food plant of the Brimstone butterfly
Alder-buckthorn (Frangula alnus ¢ a rare native alsc
favoured by the Brimstone butterfly.
Privet (Ligustrum vulgark
Gueder rose (Viburnum opulug ¢ beautiful flowers and
berries.
Gorse (Ulex europaeusc the heady, coconut aroma of it
ONAIKG &Stft2o FE26SNR A& (

*indicates a species not native to Ireland but Aorasive and wildlife feindly.

Selecting Plants

Point of Note Reason

Use native plants including wildflowers whe q
possible

For native species; only use Irish provenar
stock

= =4 =4 -4 9

Native wildlife has adapted alongside these specird so
they will typically support more wildlife than exotic species
It conservesour local flora

They are better suited to the Irish climate

It helps conserve local genetics

Minimise the risk of imprting new pests and diseases.
Supports local Irish growers

25



Invasive Alien $eies (IAS) are plants or animals thatemmtroduced and are causing problems for native

biodiversity.It is important that we can recognise the main IAS and take appropriate steps to control them:

1 Avoidusing IAS in new planting schemes and where ptese#no\e existing onesEncourage other local
groups, landowners and the local authgrib do the same.

1 Raise awareness of IASdsliveringtalksand posting orsocialmediaabout themand the problemshey
cause

1 Carry out IAS surveys and submit nefsoto the National Biodiversity Data Centre and the local authority.

Species Problem(s)

Himalayan Balsaninjpatiens 1 Can dominate riverbanks amiitcompetenative flora
glanduliferg
Japanese knotweed@llopia Can dominate riverbanks amditcompetenative flora

1
japonicg 1 Can negatively impact built structures

Giant HogweedHeracleum 1 Can dominate riverbanks amiitcompetenative flora

mantegazzianum 9 Can cause serious skin burns to humans

Giant RhubarbGunrera tinctorigg ~ { Can dominate riverbanks amaitcompetenative flora

Monbretia Crocosmiapp.) I Can dominate grassy areas and outcompete native ground flora
SpanistBluebell Hyacinthoides 1 They hybridize with native Bluebells

hispanicaand hybrids)

Cherrylaurel Prunus laurocerasiyis § Can take over woodland and prevent native ground fl&rsaplings from growing.

Rhododendromponticum 1 Can take over woodland and prewenative ground flora & saplings from growing
Pheasant Berr{Leycesteria 1 Can #@ke over native woodland and prevent native ground flora & saplings 1
Formosa growing.

Floating pennywort(Hydrocotyle ~ 1 Can grow up to 20cm per day and may quickly dominate a waterbody.
ranunculoide} 1 Forms thick mats whicban look like lan& so be a danger to peopk livestock
1 Impedes water flow and chokes waterways which can make it difficult for boat:
andangling and can increase the risk of flooding.
1 Poses a threat to plants and fish by blocking out light and impealingss to fish
feeding and resting spaces.
Curly Leaved Waterweed 1 Capable of forming very dense infestations in suitable hab&adscupying the full
(Lagarosiphon major water column in waters up to 6m deep with significant impacts on nativdlife.
9 Serious threat to tourism, angling, boati&gpther recreational pursuits as well as
congervation goals.
Can produce a thick raft of vegetation.
A fragmentas small as 5mm can-grow.
Poses a threat to plant& fish by blocking out light reducing oxygen levels.
proserpinacoides Can choke waterways so increasing the risk of flooding.
New Zealand pigmywee(Crassula Can regenerate from tiny fragmengstherefore easily takes over new areas.

t I NNE 0 Q@lyrigpSyllumk S 1
1
1
1
1

helmsii) 1 Forms very dense matghich overgrow native plants and reduces light levels.
1
1
1
1
1

aquaticum Myriophyllum
brasilienseMyriophyllum

Currently only recorded from one site in Ireland.
Grows into a thick carpet which can egitow native specieand clog waterways.
Produces a thick mat of floating vegetation.
Danger can lie when people and livestock attempt to walk on it.
The plants are so small, at no bigger than 2.5cm, that it can easily be transpor
on otherplants as a contaminant.

1 Reduces oxygeevels in the water.

Water primrose(Ludwigia
grandiflora)

Water fern (Azollafiliculoides
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The following is a list of some useful equipment to help manage your wild habitat and carry out Citizen Science wor
Please make sure that any tools or machinery are opdyated by suitably trained persons, tithey are kept in good
repair, all necessary health and safety precautions are followed, and that they are fully insured. The same applies
any contractors hired to undertake works on your behlease note thatlue to Covid 19 it is worth consideriagy

other special health measuresd equipment that may need to be taken when carrying out community work

\2)

Wildflower Meadows

Polytunnel

Meadow
Cutting Tools /
Machinery

Seed
Harvesting

Seed Storage

It is useful to have at least one commungylytunnelto growwildflower plugs from locally

harvested seedhat canthen planted out into localpublic meadows. It is ideally located in a secul

place where dedicated person(s) responsible for managing the plugs can have acceSaitalite

venuesinclude a community garden / allotemt garden and in schools (where the pupils can groy

some trays on as part of a school project). These can double up during the main growing seas

fruit and vegetableggrowing

Forlarger meadows: consider usindagal contractor with the right equipment. K SNX A G Q

practical to get a contractor thesome ofthe followingmachinery/ tools may be considered:

1 Power scythe with hay rake and mimdler or a buck rakéhis could bgurchased in
partnership with oher local groups or by Kildare County Council)

1 Brush cutter

1 Hand held sythe, hay forks and rakes

There are a few ways of harvesting your own wildflower seed. For most, it may be simply hary

seed ly hand, in which case you will @& something to put it into e.g. a paper yogurt cup or cottc

pillow sack are ideal. To collem#rtain seed such agellow Rattle seed on a larger scale it would |

worth purchasing or hiring a leaf vacuum.

Todry the collected wildflowesseed you can simply spread it out in cardboard box(es). If the se

fully dry when collected it can also be stored in breathable pillow cases / sacks in a cool dry rc

Do not store in plastic bags or containastheseedsmay sweat andspoil

Everyday Habitat Management

Hand Tools

Hand Held
Power Tools

Safety
Equipment

It is useful to have a stock of general tools available for carrying out community volunteer day:
as tree planting, basic invasive species control of selected specie¥petcaralways ask
volunteers to bring their own but it is useful to have sogmaresThese will include: spades,
loppers saws, rakes, wheelbarrows, buckdtanp hammer, mattocketc.

Similar to the hand tools aboykaving soméand-held power tools for the group may be useful. /
cordless drill is probdip the most important of these. Other power tools may be available either
privately from members ¥olunteers or through rental hire as needed.

It is very important hat all volunteers have the necessary protective clothing for the jobs being
carried out. Some of the basic equipment worth having a supply of incluiféziiests, ear muffs,
glovesdust masksvisos and safety goggles.

Citizen Scienc& Community Egnts

Identification
resources
Bats

River
Sampling
Butterfly and
Bumblebee
Events

Moth
Identification

Bird
Identification

There are identification book®r all the common species groups and habitai$ieNational
Biodiversity Data Centralso haswatchesavailable from their online shop

Consider having few bat detectorgand torche$) for bat eventsas most people may not have
one. TheMagneta Bat5 is a good starter model.

River sampling events@a NGB I G T2 NJ Tl YAf AS& | yR OKAft RNBY
buckets, charts and fishing nets.

Pollinator workshops and events are always popular to run during the summer. They are ever
better when there is a field element to it andist usefulto have a few butterfly nets and some
potting jarsto help identifyspecimens.

Anather really great Citizen Science project is the identification of moths. It is useful for the
community to have (or have access to) a few moth light traps with suitable batteries and charg
and the identification guide books (both forienro and macro mihs).

For bird identification events it can be useful to have a few spare pairs of binoculars (although
normal to ask people to bring their own).
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Examples oWildflower Meadow MaintenanceEquipment

Pillow cases used.to store dry
er seed -

A power scythe is ideal for cutting
: er to medium sized meadows ‘necessary

Examples oEquipmentfor Citizen Science and Community Events

Did you knowThe NationaBiodiversity
Data Centre has taken in over 650,00(
species sightings as of November 202
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Mood Board

Interpretation

Glens Great Grassland:
Glenariff Beachfron

A biodiversity sign, useful on sites with lots of natural
interest

Sculptures

A bespoke sculptural feature in Ennis Town Centre

Bidlver3|tyinterpretation pos, a
relatively inexpensive option

An artistic willow weave sculpture on the
roundabout beside Kildare Shopping
Centre
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Wildflower Meadows

Encourage people to ustlaem by mowing paths and
installingseating and breakout points

Pollinator Beds

N 2 v
Use native wildflowers in mixes where possible as they
have added benefits for wildlife and theaye every bit as

attractiveas nonnative species.

" “ .:— % y i
They can be used in a range of differen
settings to deliver multiple economic
social & environmentabenefits

They area part of our cultural heitage
and landscape and can be used to
encourage tourism

N 75 :
Perennial pollinatoffriendly plants add
visual interest, reduce annual work and

costs, and are great for wildlife.
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Natural Ia uses natural features to create play
opportunities

They can be much more costedtive to install and
maintain and are often much more interesting

Natural features such as earth banks and
planting make great play features and can
used in combination with slides, etc.

Natural habitats such as meadows and
woodlands are great riaral playgrounds

Edible Woodlands |Natural Play

Forest gardening is a way of managing woodlands
productive uses such as wild food and timber
products.Each layer of the woodland is managed fq
this including the canopy, shrub and ground floor.
They have beedeveloped in a wide range of setting
incdluding private gardens, schools, public green
spaces, residential spaces (such as above in
Manchester, Englandgtc.

Edible hedgeare a form of linear woodland
which uses a wide range of berry and nut
species tacreate a hedge.
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