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Getting Involved:

If you wish to get involved with any of the actions outlined in this Riease contact either:
Ballymore Eustac€&idy Towns

or
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Fax: 045 980835

Email: heritageofficer@kildarecoco.ie
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Section 1:

_Introduction

Ballymore was a manor owned by the archbishops of Dublin during the later mediaeval period. They held
castle here in the late 12th century. In 1244 the right to hold fairs and markets was confirmed to the
archbishops by King Henry 111, indicating a sariisdl settlement existed. The importance of Ballymore is
emphasised by the fact that Parliament was held here in 1380. In 1373 the archbishop appointed Thom:
FitzOliver FitzEustace constable of the castle. His family came to be associated with thédoes jts

:i present name Ballymore EustageBaile MoOr na nlustasadtibig or great town of the Eustaces')is now

" 5 a small town irCounty Kildare. Until 1836 it lay within arclave(a detached "pocket" owned by the

_ archbishops) o€ounty Dublin. The psent town grew up around the Old Woollen Mill built by Christopher

» Drumgollee in 1802, on a former corn mill site. Powered by the Liffey, it employed 700 workers.

The town is located on thRiver Liffey. The largest WTP in Ireland is located here. lide@®drinking water
to over a million customers in Kildare and Dublin. There are two hydroelectricity stations. The Liffeyis
hugely important habitat for wildlife. It links the town with the wider countryside and forms an import@ag
biodiversity corridor b

i Ballymore Eustace participates in Tidy Towns competitions. Achieved bronze medals in 2017, silver -1\

¥ bronze 2019. Regional winner of the 2018 Waters and Community Award. Ballymore Eustace was
up (beaten by a point) in the 2019 Aléland st Kept Towns Competition, a great credit to the people
GKS 26y FTYR I NBFESOlA2y 2F (KS G2syQa O2YYd

This Biodiversity Action Plan aims to guide the local community and stakeholders in their efforts to g
and restore some of this natal heritage and maximise the benefits that nature can provide forpibaple
of Ballymore Eustac&he Plan is not intended to be a static document but rather to be regularly revig
and updated over its life.

0 our way. ¢
us with clean air & water, food, shelter, a



Process to Produce This Plan

At the end of 2019Ballymore Eustac&idy Towns submitted an
Expression of Interest to be part of an upcoming initiati
entitled the Kildare Community Biodiversity Projethe project
was an initiative between County Kildare LEADER Partner{*
and the Heritage Officer in Kildare County Council. It was fun

by the LEADER programme for 2@DP0. Green Pine g
Consultants and Dr. Fionaa@lGowan were contracted to delivel,
the project. The team brought together qualifications in biolog
ecology, botany, and landscape architecture, as well as skil
working with community groups.

The project kicked off in February 2020 with a launch night in Newbridge Town Hall. There eei# ov
people in attendance from the ten communities that were selected to take part. The project involved recce
visits to assess biodiversity in each community, as well as a sefreg @iublic training workshopsnd the
development of local BiodiversitAction PlandDue to Covid 19 restrictions, the training sessions took place
in September and October via Zoom Meetings. These wpen to all stakeholders and members of the
public with an interest in making trelocalitya better place for people andature. During this procesthe

views of all participants are sought during the workshops and through a questionngs®veral community
groups attended the training sessions and their input was invaluable to the production of this Plan.

What Is Biod iversity?

Biodiversity refers tahe variety and variability of aliving things including plants, animals, microbes, fungi
and people It also includeshe places where plants and animals likegwn ashabitats), the interactions
among living things (#web of life) and their environment (ecology).

Biodiversity is all around us, everywhere and in our everydaytliferms complex systems thatistain life

on Earth.Each part of the system is important no matter how small or trivial it may seem fbhirsk of it

as a puzzle; having a biodiverse system allows us to see the full puzzle but when we start to remove differe
pieces, or species, the picture loses important parts.

We rely completely onibdiversityto provide us withthe basic elements we need such @ean air and
water, food, fuel, building products and medicin®¥e also rely on it forth& I y& FNBS WwWa SNJI
nutrient recycling, pollination and water filtration etlt.is therefore vital that we rake spacefor nature in

our towns villagesand countryside for us to continue living full and healthy lives



Section 2:

Bi odiversity In

Our Are

Ballymore Eustace is located on the River Liffey just as it leaves

Liffey Scheme t ss the waters of the Liffey and Kings Ri
generation and a dmking water supply for Dublin (Liffey Reser
Thetown is surrounded by farmland but with many examp
deciduous oak andsh along the Liffey including the

note that further details on your lo¢@onservation s
WwWw.npws.ie/protecte

Reservoir/GoId?? Lake. The Reservoir/Lake were formed

Ballymore Eustace is blessed with sev«
sites of natural heritage importanc
associated with the River Liffey includi
Poulaphouca Reservoir, Poulaphot
Gorge, and the Liffey Meander Be




Main Biodiversity Sites

Thee are numerous places of impartt biodiversity value iBallymore Eustacel hefollowing are some of
the mainonesin and around theown.

Site of Biodiversity Interest

River Liffeyand Riverside WalkThis river is famous as th¢
river of Dublin city but before that it rises in the Wicklojg
Mountains and meanders its way through much of the plaZ
of Kildare. Although not given conservation status, the Li
is a font of biodiversity especially as it Wsthrough the §
Kildare countrysideA community walk has been developd
along the river as it runs through the village. This stretch £
many fine examples of mature trees, shrubs and ground fl¢
which support an abundance of wildlife. There are alsosr
of wildflower meadow and ornamental flower bed
maintained by the local community. :

Kimmeens Wildflower Meadow This wildflower meadow i
located on the R411 road embankment on the approach to
village. It is being managed by the locammunity as a ha
~ ' meadow. Meadows such as this are vital in the efforts
conserve native pollinators across the country.

Poulaphouca Reservoir (SPA 00406R)is is an artificial lake created in 194create a hydreelectrical
power source. It was created using both the Kings River and the River Liffey. Nature has taken to t
body of water ever since and it is now a Special Protection Area for the protection of Greylag gee
Lesser blackacked gulls.

Tufa Petrifying SpringThisspeciahabitat is adjacent
to and traversed by the community walk whic#
includes an approved section of boardwalk that w,
installed over the Spring. A cursory survey sugg
that this is an excellent examptd atufa springi.e. a
spring of calciunrich water that can petrify (cover ir}
a calcium coat similar to limescale) the plants growi
around it hence its other name 'petrifying springs
The bryophytgmoss and liverwort)flora is &
dominated byPalustriellaspecies, suchi
asPalustriellacommutateand P. falcata Other flora
very typical of this habitat also occdrhis habitat is
listed as a Priority Habitat undé&nnex *= : < A
| of the E.U.Habitats Directive antherefore can beaffordedthe strictest of protection. Good example
of theseAnnexI Priority Habitats are of international conservation importance.




Site of Biodiversity Interest

Newtown Marshes (pNHA 001759): OO2 NRAY 3 (2 GKS bt 2{ &oRsistS of &
series of marshes angonds within an area of calcareous eskers. The wetlands vary from are
permanent open water to damp rustiominated hollows. Wet grassland occurs around some of the
and marshes. The area is of interest ornithologically as it holds a breedowy ad Blackheaded Gulls
Apart from the ecological interests, this site is of interest for geomorphological reasons. Ar
FTNBAKgEFGSNI YIENEK INB y2¢g aO0OF NOS Ay GKAA LI N

Liffey Valley Meander Belt (pBNHA 000393):small belt of Askwvoodland along the banks of the Riv
Liffey just 1km northwest of Ballymore Eustace. This area is a small remnant of what would have kt
dominant type of native woodland to this part of Co. Kildare. The woodland merges with flood me
habitat abng the river featuring Meadowsweet and Flag iris giving an idea of habitat types that woulc
been far more extensive in the past.

Area of Species Rich Wet Grasslaridis is a small marsh located between a steeply sloped wor
embankment and amall area of intensive grasslamda field to the south of the Liffey Bridg€he surface
is wet and it is species rich. A central strip of dry grassland supports species such as pignut.

This site was identifieds part of the 201&ildare Wetland Suey IIl. This involved a field survey of t
outstanding fifty freshwater wetlands in County Kildare, with the aim of identifying the specific wet
and ecological interest of each. The 2014 survey completed-eaBwetland survey project, funded t
Kildare County Council and Heritage Council, undertaken from 2012 to 2014, to map and charact:
229 wetlands in the county. This makes county Kildare the first Irish county with a complete w
inventory. http://www.fossenvironmentalconsulting.com/wetland-surveyireland--map/wetland-map-
of-ireland-news/archives/162014.html

S e s

R

_ Several other sites of biodiversi
! interest can be found in the tow

5


http://www.fossenvironmentalconsulting.com/wetland-survey-ireland--map/wetland-map-of-ireland-news/archives/10-2014.html
http://www.fossenvironmentalconsulting.com/wetland-survey-ireland--map/wetland-map-of-ireland-news/archives/10-2014.html
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Recent Progress

A lot of work has been carried out in recent years already to enhance ¥

7

The locacommunity has been instrumental in the production of
several biodiversity surveys & reports including:

o River Liffey at Ballymore Eustace An Investigative
Assessment, A Report to Irish Water August 2017 May
McGarrigle Limnos Consultancy (Carried out at the
request of Ballymore Eustace TSAA)

o Ballymore Eustace WTP Spillway Chemistry and Im
on River Lfey. A Report to Irish Water 7 June 2018
Martin McGarrigle Limnos Consultancy (FoHomvfrom
above)

0 Macklin, R. & Brazier, B. (2018pdversity assessment
of the River Liffey, Ballymore Eustace, Co. Kildare with
management recommendations. Prepared by Triturus
Environmental Services fE)r Ballymore IVEuvstace:\ Trout‘and Since 203’ the local
{FftY2y 1 y3IftSNARAQ ! aaz20OAl 0A2 _

o Ballymore Eustace Bat Survey by Dr. TinghAeyg community h& beer

(2013) in partnership with Kildare Bat Group, Bat instrumental in the
Conservation Irelan& Ballymore Eustace Tidy Towns. .
production of5

o Alien Species Survey and Management
Recommendations for Ballymore Eustacgerim Report surveys &‘eports 0]8
local biodiversity

August18tta F NB h Q/ 2y y 2.NJ | dz3 dza U
In202Q Tidy Towns plantedd A 2 RA GSNARA (& KS
Garden, River Walk #Zanuary 2019
Local volunteers have created and
managed the wildflower meadow at the
Kimmeens on the Naas Road.

In autumn 2020, members of the local
community took part in the Kilte

Community Biodiversity Project. It
involved three biodiversity training
sessions (all online) and led to the
production of this Action Plan.




Wildlife of Kildare

Badger

Great Spotted
Woodpecker

Red
Squirrel

A collection of photos courtesy o #l
Kildarewildlife photographer
Suzanne Behan

Grey
Wagtail

Mute Swan




Section 3: A
C allto

Action

This is a shared plan of action for thidlageto build on the recent progress made to improve areas for
biodiversity and to start developing other opportunities to maximiseviegeQd Fdzf f 0 A2 RA O
In doing so this will hopefully engage new people and groups in managing theigteeal space with
biodiversity in mind. The plan h&sur main objectives, each with several targets and actions:

1. Objective 1:MakingBallymore Eustaceildlife friendly
Objective 2:Raising awareness of local wildlife and how to protect it

2
3. Objective 3:Cdlecting evidence to track change and measure success
4

Objective4: Build local capacity to manage and record biodiversity.




Objective 1: Making Ballymore

Eustace biodiversityfriendly

All types of land can be used to increase the levels of biodiversity itowne including built features and
green spaces. Each landowner whether public or private can also play their part in enhancirantiefor
biodiversity.

No. Action Who When
1.1.1 @ Carry out the following biodiversity habitat enhancement works withi
the Liffey Riverside Walk:
A. Eradication of Himalayan Balsaittis should be carried out as pai KCC Heritage 2021-25
of a wider landscape approach for the River Liffey (see Action 1
B. Plant 20no. native trees around the pumping station. Species cc Ballymore Eustace March 2021

include Oak, Birch and Hazel. Tidy Towns (BETT)
BETT with local
C. Manage the wildflower hay meadow areas by cuttingl ifting volunteers 2021-25 (Aug
them each year. Plan for this at the beginning of the year. (P.Walsh) each year)
D. This could be a good location for a Heritage Week event As above
demonstrating traditional hand scything. Aug 2021
E. Continue to manage the grass area beside the Liffey Bridge as i BETT
shortcutwildflower meadow (cut and lift every 6 weeks during th 2021
grass growing season)
F. / NBFGS | é6AtRFE26SNI YSI R26 A Local Volunteer
to the River Walk with BETT
G. Replant Liffey Bridge boat feature with spring bulbs and BETT with 2020-21

herbaceous perennials for colour amderest for most of the year. Transition Year (TY
Student volunteers
1.1.2 Enhance all lanes within the village for biodiversity by planting shad:
semishade tolerant wildflower bulbs anolugs Native species such as
Bluebell (native variety only), Wood Avens, Red Campion, Wild Garl
etc. are suitable. These can include:
1 Close Lane Dave and Sandra  2021-25
Butler and local
community

Y Pudding Lane & other lanes (Balladallagh, Dowdenstown, TY Students and ~ 2021-25

Bishopshill, Seasons, Bandhall) local volunteers
Link all the lanes as a pleasant safe biodiversity rich walking route. CDA and local 2021
community
1.1.3 Replace some of the larger shrub species in Market Square with BETT with local 2021-25
pollinator friendly herbaceous perennials and alpines sucBeaiim, volunteers

Sempervivums, saxifrages eRlanting mix selected should reflect
theme of monument (Upper Liffey).
1.1.4 Manage the wildflower meadow bank on the R411 at Kimméd®ns BETT with local 2021-25
cutting and lifting it each year. Plan this at the beginning of the year. community
Augment with native wildflower seed, particularly Yellow Rattle after volunteers.
is cut and lifted. (P.Walsh)

Explore opportunities to manage other roadside verges around the BETT with local 2021-25
village and on appiach roads as wildflower rich verges with road saft volunteers
in mind. These include the following sites:



No.

115

1.1.6

1.1.7

Action Who When

1 The ESB Golden Falls Station boundary verge on the R411 has

good bluebell crop and umbellifers.
1 The R413 road to Mountcashel
T ¢KS @GSNHS i {G W2KyQa / Kdz2NDI
T ¢KS 2fR DNI@S @FNR Fd {iGdd w2l

snowdrops and bluebells in Spring and many umbellifers in Sun
1 Sections of the Bishopshill roadside verge

Roadside verges to the fronts of proposeslindevelopments
Irish Water will develop a Biodiversity Management Plan for the Dublin City Council 2021-25
Ballymore Eustace Water Treatment Plant site, which will clearly / Irish Water
identify a range of biodiversity enhancement measures to be Ballymore Eustace
implemented at this site. CDA

These plans could include:

|l

f
f

The planting of a native hedgerow along new palisade fencing @
5km walking trail on Irish Water/DCC/Water Treatment Plant lar
¢ deliveredin 202021 planting season

Monitoring runoff from lagoon area for leachate into Liffey.
Explore options for the removal of the sludge from the lagoon si
to an appropriate landfill site.

Carry out the following biodiversity habitat enhancement works at th
cemetery:

A. Manage the wildflower meadow by cutting and lifting it each KCGC.Ballymore 2021-25
year. Plan for this at the beginning of the year. Continue to Eustace

work with the local farmer who currentlyuts and lifts it Cemetery
annually. Augment with native wildflower plugs (spring) and Committee and
seed (autumn). local community
B. Plant a native hedgerow along the wall on the southern As above with local 2021-25
boundary. volunteers
Ensure all existing and new flower beds, containers and hanging ba BETT with local 2021-25

are planted with spring bulbs and pollinator friendly perennials. This community
includes the Junction of Naas / Coughlanstown Roads and Barrack volunteers
Street Gateway.

10



No.
121

1.2.2

1.23

1.24

Action
wdzy  WDFNRSY ¢NBS DAGBSIgleQ
[FYRQ SAGKSNI & LINI 2F | f 21

community event in Feb/March. Tree mix (whips only) to include

Rowan,

Birch, Hazel and Wild Cherry.

Maximise the campus of Scoil Mhuire for outdoor learning and
biodiversity by:

A.

Creating an edible garden under and around the fruit
trees. This should include fruit bushes, vegetable beds,
andground cover plants such as strawberry.

Planting the existing timber tubs with different herbs suc
as parsley, thyme, rosemary, chives, sage, fennel etc.
Replacing the existing shrubs in the planting bed beside
the school yard with pollinator friendly piéing mix to
ONBFGS || W2AtftREAFS / 2NYSN
Replace some of the nemative evergreen shrubs on the
bank in the back field with native plants such as Hazel,
Holly, Guelder Rose and Rowan.

Scoil Mhuire is to receive additional land as part of the
MasonbrookDevelopment planning permission. Support
Scoil Mhuire with ideas / actions that will maximise the
biodiversity and outdoor learning potential of this land a
part of any new proposed development.

Explore the opportunity to carry out the following habitat and
visual enhancement works in residential estates intthen:

Plant native hedgerows (including edible plants) or
climbers against internal boundary concrete walls and
along the front boundariesf residential estates in the
town.
Manage sections of residential green spaces as wildflov
meadows, either bulb, shortcut or hay meadows. For bt
meadows species such as Snowdrops, Bluebells, Croct
spp., Muscari, etc. can be planted.
Create pollingor friendly planting beds by renovating
existing shrub / flower beds or creating new ones at
suitable locations in estates. The management of these
should be taken on by the local residents.
Plant copses of trees on residential green spaces and
manage thegrass underneath as bumblebee nesting
habitat (left uncut). Plant bulbs and wildflowers into thes
areas to add colour and increase the biodiversity value.
Install bird and bat boxes at suitable locations.
Where possible create a wildlife pond. Securehviiéncing
if necessary.
Discuss the possibility with Ballymore Contracting Ltd.
about the site at the Junction of the Riverwalk and
Fft&@Y2NB /2yiGNI OQldAy3a [GFR

Target 12 residential estates each year to work with (all actions

should ke agreed with the residents). These can then act as

YOK I
Explore

YLA2YAQ gAGKAY GKS (2gy
the opportunity to plant the area of rank vegetation in

Hillcrest estate with a mix of native trees including Oak (in small
quantities), Birch, Holly, Hazel, Rowan and Hawthorn or a grouy

fruit trees such as apple, pear, plum, cherry. Pathsacbelmown
through the grass underneath. All actions should be agreed witt

the residents.

Who

BETT.
Treessponsored by
Trees on the Land

Scoil Mhuire Mgt
Committee with
Principal, Staff & Pupils
As above

As above with
community volunteers

As above with local
community volunteers

Scoil Mhuire
Management
Committee, School
Principal etc.

BETT with Resident
Committees/volunteers
and support from local
environmental Norn
Government
Organisations (eNGOSs)

When

2021-22

(Feb/March)

202125

2021

2021

202125

2021-25

202125

BETT but mainly Hillcres 2021-25

Residents and
volunteers

11



No.
1.25

1.26
1.27

1.28

No.
1.3.1

1.3.2

No.
141

1.4.2

Action Who When
Maintain and if needed, replace some plants in shrubberies at BETT with local 2021-25
PaadzyLdit ¢SNNJI OSz {G® . NA 3IA R community volunteers
Rd, and Barrack Street Gateway.
Work with the GAA on thélational SustainableéClub and KCC, GAA, Local -
Community Programmaevhich includes Biodiversity. Cappagh are community
one of the clubs, nationally, to be chosen for the Pilot.
Support the work of the ESB in the sensitive management of the ESB 2021-2022
Golden Falls forestry whichilfocus on the promotion of
biodiversity.
Explore the opportunity to work with the developers of all Private Building 2021
proposed new residential developments in tttavn to maximise Contractors / Developer:
the use of green infrastructure and biodiversity enhancement
features on site. This should include a focus on native plants
wherever possible.
Action Who When
Participate in a Himalayan Balsam control project for the River Liffey Newbridge TT, 2021-25
catchment area. This project is being planned as a Liffey Catchment Kilcullen TT &
project by the Kildare Co. Co. Heritage Office. Ballymore TT /
Kildare Co.
As part ofthis project, monitor for other invasive species along the rive Co./Wicklow
and surrounds. Japanese knotweed was previously noted and therefc Co.Co./ESB/IW/
needs to be monitored. LAWCO
Officer/Loal
Angling
Groups/Inland
Fisheries
Ireland/National
Biodiversity Data
Centre,
Carry out a hedgerow resilience project by augmenting existing Kildare County 2021-25
hedgerows in the surrounding landscape with new trees such as Oak, Council Herége
Wild Cherry, etc. This will future proof hedgerows against the potentia Dept with BETT
impacts of Ash Dieback. and BEES
(P.Walsh)
Action Who When
Install more Swift boxes on suitable locations in tben e.g.the Band al NAI hQ Ongoing

lFEf> IFyRoktft 1ffSeéd ¢KAA O2dz
box project work. Lobby for Swift bricks to be included in future
developments.

liaising withlocal
eNGOs

Carry out a Brimstone butterfly project: plant their larval food plant the Advice from Trees -

native Buckthorn bush and run a promotional event about the species on the Land
project. Source native Purging buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica) and a BETT (P.Walsh)
buckthorn (Frangula alnus). May be silite ground along river banks.

12



Objective 2: Raising awareness of local

biodiversity & how to protect it

It is important to raise awareness so that the public, community & residential groups, and busikesges
how to help our wildlife.

Target 2.1increase the number of people within the community who are aware of the

local biodiversity and who understand the need to conserve it

2244l Install 34no. interpretation posts aselected locations on the existing BETT 202125
Riverside Walk. These can cover the following topics: the value of net
wildflower meadows, woodland plants and animals, and local cultural
built heritage.

224l 22 Installinterpretation posts at selected locations on the proposed Ballymore Eustace 2021-25
Ballymore Looped Walk. These can cover local natural, cultural and b Community
heritage along the route and tie in with those proposed in Action 2.1.1 Development

Association(CDA)
22421 Run a minimum of 2 wildlife related events (eaglks, talks, workshops) BETT 202125 (time
each year. These should use the results of the questionnaire inthe b: 6 a ®h Qb SA f of yearis
of this Plan as a guide for topics of interest and how to deliver them  Wild Kildare dependent on
during Covid 19. They should also include: each specific
A Swift talk to highlight the life cycleprservation issues and event)

local actions being carried out to conserve it.

A talk on Lapwing

I KFEfF RIF®& WDI NRSY Ashauld haubd a2 .
talk and practical demonstrations

Introduction to permaculture including edible hedging

These can bedlivered as Ballymore Eustace only events or in partner:
with other neighbouring communities where appropriate.
224 aE Use any vacant shop fronts in thewn to display / interpret the local BETT and Ballymor 2021-25

natural, built and cultural heritage of the area. Eustace History
Society
Use local social media to raise awareness of local biodiversity and Ballymore Eustace 2021-25
conservation issues. for Environmental
Sustainability
(BEES), BETT
6ad® hQbSA
2245 | Maintain the murals on the utility boxes around ttewvn. Ballymore Eustace 2021-25
Art Group
Paint other boxes not yet painted.
24 y/  Hold a community wildflower seed collection event in July. BETT, BEES 2021
6adh Qb SAt
P.Walsh)
224l s | Organise an educational hed¢mying event to teach traditional hedge  BETT with IFAor 2022
laying methods that improve the function and health of native local farmer
hedgerows.

2.4 ¢ | Consult and liaise with the ESB in relation to organising events aimed ESB & Ballymore  2021-25

raising and enhancing local awareness and knowledge about the wor| Eustace Trout and

of the Poulaphouca Reservoir and Liffey Scheme. {LEY2y !y
Association (TSAA)
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Target 2.1ncrease the number of people within the community who are aware of the

local biodiversity and who understand the need to conserve it

To work with IW and various authorities regarding the monitgrof the  Ballymore Eustace Ongoing
water quality of the Golden Falls Lake and the River Liffey at Ballymol (TSAA) and local

Eustace. community
Actions:
(a) Continue to submit submissions on planning applications requiring As above Ongoing

discharges into the Liffey at Ballymore Eustace.

(b) Submit submissionto EPAwheAW [ Q& | NB o0SAy3
renewed.

(c) Continue to obtain discharge and ambient monitoring results for al
discharges to Golden Falls Lake and the River Liffey at Ballymore Eu:
Report breaches Waste Water Discharge Licence (WWDL) Emission
Values (ELV) to all the relevant authorities i.e. KCC, IW, EPA, IFI, ES
WCC.

(d) Report algal blooms on Golden Falls Lake to relevant authorities.

Action 2 Irish Water/DCC WTP/Sludge Treatment Plant As above Ongoing
Continue to monitor compliance with Bord Pleanala P2R9575

Condition 8.

Report annual Filamentous Algae pollution of Liffey due to the dischal

of WTP coagulation/flocculation chemicals to the river.

Request Kildare County Council to investigate high ammonia

concentrations downstream of Ballymore Eust&relge

Explore the opportunity with IW and Inland Fisheries Ireland, to develi As above Ongoing
aTrout and Salmon Habitat Enhancement Programme for the Liffey a

Ballymore Eustace.

The aim of the enhancement programme is the removal of the settled

aluminium hydroide/polyelectrolyte solids from the trout and salmon

spawning beds, i.e. raking of the gravel beds to make them more

conducive to spawning, similar to that carried out in the past.

Raise awareness of locally designated sites and sites of natural herite CDA and local 2021- 2025
interest through local social media and by hosting events (walks / talk community
about them.

Sites include pNHA sites Poulaphouca Reservoir (also SAC & SPA)
Mountcashel, Liffey Valley Mader Belt (Coughlanstown) and the
Petrifying Spring area on Irish Water Land at Bishopsland (4km walkit
trail).

Target 22 Support education opportunities in schools at all levels

2,24l Ensure Scoil Mhuire has a copy of thel@dland Pollinator Plan guides for ~ BETT 2021
schools and the Junior Afeland Pollinator Plan. Available at
www.pollinators.ie/resources
wowivr | Support 1 wildlife event each year with Scoil Mhuire using the different ai BETT, BEES, 2021-25
of habitat on the campus. This can be a wildlife walk, talk, nature art clas Scoil Mhuire
workshop. Green
School Teacher
and Committee
with school

pupils
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Target 22 Support education opportunities in schools at all levels

created by the school pupils as partadéss activities. School Teacher
and Committee
with school

22221 Install signage in the proposed wildlife garden spaces (edible garden, he Scoil Mhuire 2021
garden tubs, and wildlife corner) to maximise outdoor learning. These ca Green
pupils

Target 23 Provide clear information to different sectors within the community on ho

they can take actions to enhance their spaces for biodiversity

Run a half day weed control workshop to raise awareness of the harmful . 9 9 { 06 a ® 2021-25
effects of herbicide use on human health and for biodiversity to different HealthConsultant
landowners around the village. This workshop should also cover alternati Other Tidy Towns

weed controlsolutions where weed control is necessary and encourage a Groups.

OKIFIy3aS 2F YAYRaSlh Ay 2G§KSNJI &addz
grow.

2.3.1
Consider organising this event in partnership with other local communitie

2 elz2 | Participate in, and if necessary help organise, a series of county wide far Other Tidy Towns 202125
talks (min. of 2 per year) that will positively enhance biodiversity in the  Groups, BEES
landscape e.g. utilizing farm green infrastruetdior the farm business, farm with local farmers
woodland grants, etc. Communicate the details of each event with the loc and farming
farming community. organisations.

2.3.3

relevant Allireland Pollinator Plan resource guides e.g. sporting

organisations, faith communities, etc. See www.pollinators.ie/resources

Post links to the Allreland Pollinator Plan guides on local social mediaea . 99 { 6 a & 2021-25

year. BETT

. Ensure the different sectors within the community have copies of the BETT 2021-25

Implement a policy of no Invasive plant species in new planting schemes BEES and BETT 2021-25
the town.

222l 50 Submit proposals to Kildare County Council on any new developments ir BEES, 2021-25
town that they should incorporate best practice green infrastruetdesign  CDA,
principles and biodiversity features (e.g. Swift bricks, see Action 1.4.1). BETT

This should ideally be done at the planning stage. Where plans have

developed beyond planning, engage with the developers about the bene!

that green infrastructure dgign can deliver for them.

Liaise with the development of the proposed new playground in accordar CDA 2021-25

with best practice natural play design principles. Lobby Kildare Co. Co. tc
think about using natural play elementsthreir Open Space policy.

22l sf | Reach out to, and support, all residential estates with biodiversity BEES, BETT, 2021-25
enhancement actions. Residents
Committees
2.2l e | Create a wildlife gardening buddy scheme. This scheme wilirmae Ballymore Eustact -
experienced gardeners with others in the community. Grow It Yourself
Group (GIY)
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Objective 3: Collecting evidence to

track change & measure success

To ensure that our actions are making a difference we need to gather a baseline of data on our wildlife an
then measure our success or labkreof against thisThis data can be gathered through regular surveys and
Citizen Sciencefforts. This plan sets out the following targets to achieve this:

Target3.1Build a baseline of data on local biodiversity and track changes

< «L | Monitor the Swift population numbers in thewn annually and the al NAI hQb ¢ 2021
uptake of the Swift boxes on Scoil Mhuire. Liaise with local eNGOs such as Wild
environmental NorGovernment Organisations (eNGOs) such as Wil Kildare
Kildare on this work.
Pt ENIAOALNGS Ay 2AfR YAfRINBQa Pwalsh 2021
Develop at least 1 bumblebee transect in toevn and submit records  P.Walsh :
to the NBDC. This can be achieved by enlisting a local volunteer
Develop at least 1 butterfly transect in thewn and submit records to  P.Walsh -

the NBDC
Survey and monitor the plant species in the wildflower meadow verc BETT Summer 2021 &
R411 the Kimmeens. BEES 2025
Record all biodiversity records onto the National Biodiversity Data  BETT, BEES, CDA, -
Centre. Encourage other members of the community tdikiewise. TSAA
Record and map all biodiversity actions delivered at: As above -
https://pollinators.biodiversityireland.ie/
Carryoutthe MLNBt I YR 5+ dzo Sy G2y Qa .+ G BETT Ongoing except
2021
<i 1L e] | Publicise the previous bat survey of tteavn (Aughney, 2013and carry Local and national 2024 (after new
out a new survey. eNGOs housing
developments)

Target3.2 Measure progress of this Plan on a regular basis

ei 2 il | Set up sub-committee that will be responsible for carrying out an BETT, 2021
annual review and steering the delivery of this BAP. This should incl BEES
representatives of different sectors within the community.
The subcommittee shall carry out aannual review of the Action Plan. 2021, 2022 &
2024
2122, | Carry out a more detailed mittrm review of the Action Plan. BETT 2023
BEES subcommittee
Carry out a full detailed review of the Action Plan in the final year. ~ As above Summer 2025
2125 | Plan for the updating / renewing of a subsequentéar plan to run As above Summer 2024
from 20262030.
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Objective 4:Build local capacity to

manage & record biodiversity

The following targets and actions airo ensure thatwe have theresourcesand capacityto carry out the
actions identified in Objectives3

No. Action Who When
Identify all wildlife groups active in the Ballymore Eustace arehthen = BETT, BEES 2021
make contact and offer help / partner on local projects. 0adhQbSAt
Identify sources of native wildflowers (this should include Yellow Rattl BETT, 2021
known to occur at the Kimmeens) as places for community seed .99{ o6adh
collections- this can include other donor sources in the county
Create an email list of local volunteers who can be called upon for BETT, BEES 2021

practical conservation volunteering events throughout the year such a

management of wildflower meadows, invasive species removal, tree

planting, etc.

Organise a Mdflower identification walk/workshop in theown in order  BETT, BEES -
to build up expertise in théown for recording wildflowers. An

identification sheet could be produced in conjunction with Kildare

Heritage Office that could be made available online and in thal IBcO.

t NEY23S GKS WDNBSy [/ fdzoQ LINE2SO BETT, BEES 2021-25
Participate in a meeting of all 10 Kildare 2020 BAP applicants to disct KCC, BETT 2021
opportunities for collaboration to deliver selected projects outlined in t
Plan.

No. Action Who When
Explore the opportunity to use a section of the privately owned BETT, BEES 2021

polytunnels in theown during autumnspring each year for growing

wildflowers (with approval from the owners). This will be used to grow

the town's flowers and plants for use in new community planting schei

and wildflower meadows.

Purchase meadow maintenance equipment for community use. This BETTBEES, CDA 2021-25
should be explored in partnership with other neighbouring towns and

villages. Eqpiment could include a power scythe, leaf vacuum,

wheelbarrows, hay forks, etc.

If working with other neighbouring groups then an annual schedule fol

use, maintenance /servicing plans, insurance & other costs should be

agreed in advance.

Build up a stock of biodiversity resources e.g. identification swatches, KCC, BETT, BEES, 2021-25
detectors, moth traps etc. Kildare Heritage Office will help with starting Scoil Mhuire

this off.

17



Mapping the Actions
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Section 4: Resources

It is not necessary to rmvent the wheelin order to deliver this planThere are numerous people,
organisations, publications and online resources available to achieve th@bgsibleoutcomes. Some of
these are outlined in thisestion, althoughthis is not intended to be an exhaustive listwlill alsobe
important that as new information becomes available that this should be considered and actions delivere
or adjusted accordingly.

Did you knowOf the 62,000 townland names in Ireland,
13,000 have reference to trees and 1,600 have some deriv:
2F @RUOKSIJI L NA aRor esatnpldlill DazaKid&rd)
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| Inks to useful online resources

The following is a list afseful links to guides on a range of common biodiversity subjects.

Subject
Bats

Birdwatching

/| KAt RNBy Qa
Activities

General Biodiversity

Issues
Habitat Boxes

Hedgerows

Interpretative Signage

Invasve Alien Species

Local Biodiversity
News

Nature Trails
Orchards

Peatlands

Pollinator Friendly
Planting Schemes

Pollinators

Recording Biodiversity
Reducing Herbicide
Use

Schools & Biodiversity

Link(s)

=& =4 =4 -8 -8 -8 _-a_-4_-a_-9_°

=

=

=& = =

= & -4 -8 _8_98_42_-9_4a_-.°_-2

=a =4 =a=a-a-a_-a_a_-42_-9_-2

= = =

https://www.batconservationireland.org/

https://kildarebatgroup.wordpress.com/

http://www.birdwatchkildare.com/?page _id=23
https://birdwatchireland.ie/irelandsbirds-birdwatchireland/

www.irishbirding.com

https://birdwatchireland.ie/ourwork/fun-learning/for-kids/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2020/03/kidshature-activitiesselfisolation/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/funandlearning/

https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/

WWW.NpWS.ie
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/wordpress/wgcontent/uploads/PollinatotHowto-Guide
1-ALT FINAL.pdf
https://birdwatchireland.ie/app/uploads/2019/09/Nestboxefctsheet.pdf
https://www.batconservationireland.org/wp
content/uploads/2015/05/BClrelandGuidelines BatBoxes.pdf
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/wordpres/wp-content/uploads/PollinatorHowto-Guide
3-FINAL1.pdf

https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/content/files/conserving_hedgerows 2mb.pdf
https://63273-649646raikfcquaxgncofgfm.stackpathdns.com/wp
content/uploads/2019/04/HedgerowCasestudyASPaukBendfor-NewWebsite.pdf
https://mosart.ie/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/IriskHedgerowsNetworksfor-Nature.pdf
www.hedgelayinge

https://www.nature.scot/sites/default/files/201911/Guidance %20
%20Natural%20heritage%?20interpretation_1.pdf
https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/content/files/bored _of boards 1mb.pdf
https://pollinators.ie/resources/signagéemplates/

https://invasivespeciesireland.com/
https://www.fisheriesireland.ie/Invasiv&Species/invasivepecies.html
https://www.facebook.com/WileKildare1437313092971392/
http://www.birdwatchkildare.com/

https://kildarebatgroup.wordpress.com/
http://www.kildare.ie/CountyCouncil/Heritage/Biodiversity/
http://www.walkingroutes.ie/WalkingTrails/Kildare
http://www.irishseedsavers.ie/blog/wgontent/uploads/2014/10/CreatingAnOrchard.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_
ta/file/11466/1973262.pdf

http://www.wetlandsystems.iégoephow.html

https://www.theorchardproject.org.uk/

www.ipcc.ie

www.bordnamona.ie/transform/biodiversity

www.abbeyleixbog.ie

https://pollinators.ie/resources/
https://pollinators.ie/wordpress/wpcontent/uploads/2018/04/PlantingCode2018WEB.pdf
www.rhs.org.uk

https://pollinators.ie/

https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/recorebiodiversity/
https://greensideup.ie/16naturalalternativesto-herbicidewhy-you-shouldusethem/

https://greenschoolsireland.org/biodiveristy/

https://pollinators.ie/schools/

http://www.heritageinschools.ie/teachersesources/strand/livinghings-science/p3?2q=&c=
20



https://www.batconservationireland.org/
https://kildarebatgroup.wordpress.com/
http://www.birdwatchkildare.com/?page_id=23
https://birdwatchireland.ie/irelands-birds-birdwatch-ireland/
http://www.irishbirding.com/
https://birdwatchireland.ie/our-work/fun-learning/for-kids/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2020/03/kids-nature-activities-self-isolation/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/fun-and-learning/
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/
http://www.npws.ie/
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/Pollinator-How-to-Guide-1-ALT_FINAL.pdf
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/Pollinator-How-to-Guide-1-ALT_FINAL.pdf
https://birdwatchireland.ie/app/uploads/2019/09/Nestboxes-factsheet.pdf
https://www.batconservationireland.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/BCIrelandGuidelines_BatBoxes.pdf
https://www.batconservationireland.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/BCIrelandGuidelines_BatBoxes.pdf
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/Pollinator-How-to-Guide-3-FINAL-1.pdf
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/Pollinator-How-to-Guide-3-FINAL-1.pdf
https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/content/files/conserving_hedgerows_2mb.pdf
https://63273-649646-raikfcquaxqncofqfm.stackpathdns.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Hedgerow-CasestudyASPaul21-Send-for-New-Website.pdf
https://63273-649646-raikfcquaxqncofqfm.stackpathdns.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Hedgerow-CasestudyASPaul21-Send-for-New-Website.pdf
https://mosart.ie/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Irish-Hedgerows-Networks-for-Nature.pdf
http://www.hedgelaying.ie/
https://www.nature.scot/sites/default/files/2019-11/Guidance%20-%20Natural%20heritage%20interpretation_1.pdf
https://www.nature.scot/sites/default/files/2019-11/Guidance%20-%20Natural%20heritage%20interpretation_1.pdf
https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/content/files/bored_of_boards_1mb.pdf
https://pollinators.ie/resources/signage-templates/
https://invasivespeciesireland.com/
https://www.fisheriesireland.ie/Invasive-Species/invasive-species.html
https://www.facebook.com/Wild-Kildare-1437313092971392/
http://www.birdwatchkildare.com/
https://kildarebatgroup.wordpress.com/
http://www.kildare.ie/CountyCouncil/Heritage/Biodiversity/
http://www.walkingroutes.ie/WalkingTrails/Kildare
http://www.irishseedsavers.ie/blog/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/CreatingAnOrchard.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/11466/1973262.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/11466/1973262.pdf
http://www.wetlandsystems.ie/goephow.html
https://www.theorchardproject.org.uk/
http://www.ipcc.ie/
http://www.bordnamona.ie/transform/biodiversity
http://www.abbeyleixbog.ie/
https://pollinators.ie/resources/
https://pollinators.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Planting-Code-2018-WEB.pdf
http://www.rhs.org.uk/
https://pollinators.ie/
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/record-biodiversity/
https://greensideup.ie/16-natural-alternatives-to-herbicide-why-you-should-use-them/
https://greenschoolsireland.org/biodiveristy/
https://pollinators.ie/schools/
http://www.heritageinschools.ie/teachers-resources/strand/living-things-science/p3?q=&c=

Subject Link(s)
1 https://www.eckilkenny.ie/images/Biodiversity Plan_for Schools.pdf
1 http://www.heartoftheglens.org/cms/wpcontent/uploads/2017/12/Teacher®utdoor
LearningResource.pdf

1 http://www.ipcc.ie/discoverandlearn/resources/
Swifts 9 https://birdwatchireland.ie/ourwork/surveysresearch/researctsurveys/swiftsurveys/
T www.swiftconservation.ie/
Tree Identification & | { https://www.treecouncil.ie/nativeirishtrees
Selection T https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BgemRFHRDRSVnh3bmxGOEVaMHc/edit
1 http://www.clarecoco.ie/services/planning/publications/tredesigrguidefor-towns-and
villagesin-co-clare-2017-28115.pdf
Wildflower Meadows |  https://pollinators.ie/wordpress/wpcontent/uploads/2018/04/Howto-guide Wildflower-
Meadows2018WEB.pdf
Wildflowers T http://www.wildflowersofireland.net/index.php
1 www.bsbi.org
Wildlife Ponds T https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/actions/howbuild-pond
i https://invasivespeciesireland.com/wpontent/uploads/2017/10/AQUATICS BOOKS.pdf
Woodland 1 http://www.woodlandsofireland.com/sites/default/files/Maagement%20Guidelines%20for?

20Ireland%27s%20Native%20Woodlands%202017.pdf

1 https://www.forestryfocus.ie/socialenvironmentalaspects/biodiversityand-nature-
conservation/biodiversityin-forests/conservatiorand-restoration/

1 http://www.woodlandsofireland.com/sites/default/files/Silvicultural%20Guidelines%20for%
Native%20Trees.pdf

T https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/wildlife-advice/howmanag-woodlandwildlife

Potential project funders

The followingable outlines some of thgotential sources of funding to help deliver the actions outlined in
this Plan It is also worth remembering other traditional forms of fundraising such as working with local
businesses, bucket collections, table quizzes, etc.

Fund / Funding Body Description

LEADERrogramme, County To discuss potential project ideas and the availability of funding, contact the County
Kildare LEADER Partnership C Kildare LEADER Partnership offices at (045) 895 450 oriefo@lcountyildarelp.ie
Website:www.countykildarelp.ie/

Kildare County Council For additional information in relation to funding for biodiversity and heritage projects,
contact the Heritage OfficerTel. 045 980791reemailheritageofficer@kildarecoco.ie
Community Environment Actiol Formerly known as LA21, this fund covers small community environmental projects.
Fundc Kildare County Council

CommunityFoundation for The Community Foundation for Ireland has funded biodiversity surveys and action ple

Ireland under their Environment and Nature programme.
https://www.communityfoundation.ie/insights/news/environmerdnd-nature-fund-2019

Heritage Council TheHeritage CouncBupports a wide range of heritage projects throughout the country

through our annuagrantsprogramme.

https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/funding

Waters & Communities Ther aim is to support communities and stakeholders in the delivery of local water qu
projects and initiatives and have an annual grant package available. Contact your loc
officer to discuss potential projects by searching:
http://watersandcommunities.ie/communitywater-officers/

Trees on the Land This charity aims to increase the amount of native Irish trees across Ireland.
https://www.treesontheland.com/
NeighbourWood Scheme This Forestry Service grant supports the creation and enhancement of riexe na

community woodland schemes over 1ha in size (up to 12ha size) including the
improvements to woodland facilities such as trail infrastructure.
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/grantandpremiumschemes/20
5/NeighbourWoodScheme240717.pdf
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https://www.eckilkenny.ie/images/Biodiversity_Plan_for_Schools.pdf
http://www.heartoftheglens.org/cms/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Teachers-Outdoor-Learning-Resource.pdf
http://www.heartoftheglens.org/cms/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Teachers-Outdoor-Learning-Resource.pdf
http://www.ipcc.ie/discover-and-learn/resources/
https://birdwatchireland.ie/our-work/surveys-research/research-surveys/swift-surveys/
file:///C:/Users/fiona/AppData/Local/Temp/www.swiftconservation.ie/
https://www.treecouncil.ie/nativeirishtrees
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-qemRFHRDRSVnh3bmxGOEVaMHc/edit
http://www.clarecoco.ie/services/planning/publications/tree-design-guide-for-towns-and-villages-in-co-clare-2017-28115.pdf
http://www.clarecoco.ie/services/planning/publications/tree-design-guide-for-towns-and-villages-in-co-clare-2017-28115.pdf
https://pollinators.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/How-to-guide-Wildflower-Meadows-2018-WEB.pdf
https://pollinators.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/How-to-guide-Wildflower-Meadows-2018-WEB.pdf
http://www.wildflowersofireland.net/index.php
http://www.bsbi.org/
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/actions/how-build-pond
https://invasivespeciesireland.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/AQUATICS_BOOK5.pdf
http://www.woodlandsofireland.com/sites/default/files/Management%20Guidelines%20for%20Ireland%27s%20Native%20Woodlands%202017.pdf
http://www.woodlandsofireland.com/sites/default/files/Management%20Guidelines%20for%20Ireland%27s%20Native%20Woodlands%202017.pdf
https://www.forestryfocus.ie/social-environmental-aspects/biodiversity-and-nature-conservation/biodiversity-in-forests/conservation-and-restoration/
https://www.forestryfocus.ie/social-environmental-aspects/biodiversity-and-nature-conservation/biodiversity-in-forests/conservation-and-restoration/
http://www.woodlandsofireland.com/sites/default/files/Silvicultural%20Guidelines%20for%20Native%20Trees.pdf
http://www.woodlandsofireland.com/sites/default/files/Silvicultural%20Guidelines%20for%20Native%20Trees.pdf
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/wildlife-advice/how-manage-woodland-wildlife
mailto:info@countykildarelp.ie
http://www.countykildarelp.ie/
mailto:heritageofficer@kildarecoco.ie
https://www.communityfoundation.ie/insights/news/environment-and-nature-fund-2019
https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/funding
http://watersandcommunities.ie/community-water-officers/
https://www.treesontheland.com/
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/grantandpremiumschemes/2015/NeighbourWoodScheme240717.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/grantandpremiumschemes/2015/NeighbourWoodScheme240717.pdf

Useful contacts & sources

To help deliver the actions it will be important to work with a range of local and natitalasolder groups.

The following outlines some of these. It is worth remembering that there may also be local individuals ir
your community who have particular interests and skillsets worth tapping into to deliver the actions.
Remember that skills other than ecological skills can be an important asset when delivering certain actions

Organisation / Group

Kildare County Council

Kildare Public
Participation Network

County Kildare LEADER

Partnership CLG

Wild Kildare
Irish Wildlife Trust

BirdWatch Ireland
Kildare

National Parks and
Wildlife Service
All-Ireland Pollinator
Plan

National Biodiversity
Data Centre

Vincent Wildlife Trust

Botanical Society of
Britain & Ireland

The Local Authority
WatersProgramme
(Waters &
Communitieg

Ballymore Eustac&idy
Towns

Bat Conservation
Ireland

Area of Expertise

The local Heritage Officer is available to discus
andprovide information on biodiversity and
heritage related matters and projects

Public Participation Network®PNs) act as an
independent structure to facilitate public
participation in policy and decision making with
the local authorities.

Community and voluntary, social inclusion, ang
environmental groups are encouraged to join
Kildare PPN.

If your idea is eligible in principle for LEADER
funding, a Prct Development Officer will work
with you to develop specifications of your
project, help you with procurement, and assist
bring forward an application for funding. Fundir
is available in the following categories: capital,
training, marketing, and alysis and
development

Local volunteeenvironmental organisation.

National environmental charity covering all
aspects obiodiversity.
C2NJAYF2NXYIFGA2Y 2y LN
Responsible for managing the IriSkate's nature
conservation responsibilities.

National Plan with the aim of creating

an Irelandwhere pollinatorscan survive & thrive.
National centre for the collection, collation,
management, analysis and dissemination of de
2y LNBflyRQa o0A2ft23A0
National environmental charity with the aim of
conserving and research into selected Irish
mammals.

National organisation thatnemotesthe study,
understanding and enjoyment of British and Iris
botany.

A shared service working with Local Authorities
and State agencies to meet obligations under t
EU Water Framework Directive for the
development and implementation of River Basi
Management Plans in Ireland.

Local Tidy Towns group.

An altirelandcharity that promotes
the conservationof batsand their habitats.

Contact Details
Tel. 045 980791 or email
heritageofficer@kildarecoco.ie

Telephone: 045 98O0
Email:admin@kildareppn.ie
Website:https://www.kildareppn.ie/

Telephone: (045) 895 450. Email
info@countykildarelp.ieWebsite:
www.countykildarelp.ie/

https://www.facebook.com/WildKildare
1437313092971392/

https://iwt.ie/

https://birdwatchireland.ie/

https://www.npws.ie/

https://pollinators.ie/

https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/

https://www.vincentwildlife.ie/

https://bsbi.org/ireland

http://watersandcommunities.ie/

https://www.facebook.com/Ballymore
EustaceTidyTowns277305525785790/
https://www.batconservationireland.org/
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Kildare Bat Group

Kildare Animal
Foundation

Irish Peatland
Conservatbn Council

Kildare Community 4
Climate Action

All-Ireland

Pollinator Plan
www.pollinators.ie

Members of Bat Conservation Ireland with a | https://kildarebatgroup.wordpress.com/
particular interest in Kildare bats.

A local norprofit organisation dedicated to the | https://animalfoundation.ie/

welfare of cats, dogs and small animals.

A national charitable organisation with the aim = http://www.ipcc.ie/

conserving and protecting a representative

sample of Irish bogs, and to campaign on-og

related issues.

This is a network of groups and individuals wh¢ https://www.facebook.com/KildareC4CA/
are working together for climate action and

community resilience in Kildare. The network

originated as a result of the LEADIERded

G/ 2YYdzyAGASa n [/ EAYILG

programme that was éld in 2019.

The AHireland Pollinator Plan is
one of the best sources of
information on how to make our
community spaces better for
pollinators and wildlife in general.
Check out the resources section ¢
their website here:

https://pollinators.ie/resources/
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Habitat Management Guidelines

Wildflower Meadows:

Before creating any new meadows, it is important to consider and plan for the maintenance requirements
If the proper planning is not done at the outset it may cause considerable hassle down the linis. This
particularly important for the end of season cut of a hay meadow as the grass could be knee heigh
Remember meadows are managed landscapes! You will need to consider the following:

1 Who is going to cut the meadow?
o Is it volunteers, the local authority or a contractor?
o Or for larger meadows can it be conservation grazed?
1 How are they going to cut it?
0 Have they got the right equipment suitable for the site?
1 How are you going to gather and remove the cuttings froen ghie?
1 What are you going to do with the cuttings after they have been removed from the site?

There are a few different types of wildflower meadows that you may consider depending on your site anc
preferences. Each requires different management. We higted two such types of meadows here:

HayMeadows: Short Cut Meadows:

I Cut ¥2 times per year, once at the beginning of thl § Cut approximately every 6 weeks from rAgbril
season to remove any winter growth and a final cut through to autumn
mid-August to September (if there are late flowerinf 1 Mow thefringes along paths, car parks and roadside]
species then you may consider delaying tie) 1 Mow paths through larger meadows to encourag

1 Mow the fringes along paths, car parks and roadside people to use them
1 Mow paths through larger meadows to encourag 1 EUt up simple signs to let people know what you 3
oing
1 Increase species diversity as needed by harvesting |
seed and either oveseeding iton the grass after it hag
been cut or by growing the seed on as plug plants
planting out the following spring.

people to use them

1 Put up signs to let people know what you are doing

1 Increase species diversity as needed by harvesting |
seed and either ovesedling it on the grass after it ha
been cut or by growing the seed on as plug plants
planting out the following spring.

1 Control listed noxious weeds.

For more informatiorvisit the Allireland Pollinator Plan website and resources page

https://pollinators.ie/wordpress/wpcontent/uploads/2018/04/Howto-guideWildflower-Meadows2018WEB.pdf
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Designing and Planning for NeWree Plantingn CommunitySpaces

For the creation of new areas of community woodlands, copses, avenues or individual trees on communi
aLl 0Sa GUKS Yz2ald AYLRNIFyd GKAy3 G2 NBYSYOSNI Aa
woodland creatbn projects and works on existing woodlangeu shouldalways seek expert advice before
proceeding.

The following are some of the practical considerations that should help guide you in the design and plannir
for smaller tree planting projects:

Local Site Soil- is it very wet or free draining?
Considerations

Is the site designated (as natural, built or archaeological) or adjoining a designated site or site
of particular biodiversity interest? If so, check with relevant organisation for approval.
For larger planting schemes, do you need to prepare the site for planting?

Do you need to protect against rabbits / hares / deer?

Check for overhead powerlines or underground services.

Practical Design Consider safety and sightlineset back from primary paths in public spaces or at road

Considerations unctions
Consider whether antsocial behaviour is a problem in the area and manage for it in
advance

Where possible, include other community amenities as part of larger planting schemes
paths, outdoor classrooms, natural play, picnic tables, etc.

Consider neighbouring houses before planting.

Where possible, plant small groups of trees in public spaces instead of lots of individual
trees. This will be easier to maintain.

When planting trees at larger sizes you'll need to stake and tie them. Remember to
adjust tree ties each year and remove afteB gears.

Community & Consult with local community to gain support for the works. Be innovative with how you

Stakeholder engage local families and children in the development of the woodland e.g. dedicate a

Consultation tree to each family resident next to the project, carry out volunteer tree planting events,
develop ancillary amenities such as benches and natural play, etc.

Communicate the plans with the person or organisation responsible for maintaining the
green spaces (i.e. local authority, contractor or local volunteer) to avoid accidental
damage to the trees.

Agree a plan for managing around the base of individual trees to avoid damage from
lawnmowers and strimmers.

Formore practical informationcheck outthe Trees on the Land websitettps://www.treesontheland.com/plantineguide
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Managing for Pollinators:
1

Think about their essential needsfood, water, & shelterg and try to provide these where possible
because just like us they cannot survive without them.

Use pollinator friendly perennials (and small shrubs sudaaender) instead of annual beddingapts

in flower beds and containers (see Appendix 2 for some options).

For butterflies and moths, consider the larval foodplants of these species. For exampietttaas the
foodplant for the caterpillars of 5 species of butterfly.

Minimise the use ofherbicide for managing weeds. Where possible try to embrace these native
wildflowers for their visual interest and biodiversity value.

Check out the Aireland Pollinator Plan for lots of practical tips and ideas on managing for pollinators:
https://pollinators.ie/

,.l’
A,

o’

Didyouknowmn n ONR LJA LINR OA RS
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Planting for Biodiversity

Herbaceous Perenniatdall for the back of Herbaceous Perenniaishort for the front of beds
beds
f Japanese anemone@nemonex hybrid) 1 SedumW! dzi dzY(gutumig; e Q
¢ pink and white &gutumn); 1 Masterwort (Astrantia majoy (available in various shades
1 Verbena bonariensiflate summer); pink and white, long flowering fromummer intoautumn);
1 FoxgloveqDigitalisspp (earlysummer) Yarrow (Achilleaspp) Summer intoautumn);

¢ both pink and white varieties; Avens(Geumsp.)¢ brightly coloured with londasting flowers;

1
1
Mullein (Verbascunspp) ummer); 1 / 2f dzY o A Y S k D NJAYiliégiaSpi (eadl2symyfriend
1
1

1

1 Fennel(Foeniculum vulgaje Macedonian scabiougKnautia macedonida

1 Teasel(Dipsacussp.) - Goldfinches love Hardy Geraniums/Cranesbill§Geranium spp) in a mix of
their seeds in winter colours, blue, pink and white. These planparticularly blue

f Some Rudbeckia daisieswill add bold G NASGASa adzOK | & WYWW2Kyaz)y
colour too. mantle @Alchemilla molliswhich are particularly lovely plante

along the edges of beds.
1 Lenten HelleboreqHelleborus orientaljswill give winter and
spring interest.
1 Pendgemons:A semiwoody perennial with tubular flowers tha
last from early summer right through to late autumn.
1 [ I Ré Q& (Axhenfillatm8llis): attractive green flowers ai
leaves that flop over bed edges.
Also consider:
1 Herb species are great for pobiitors as well as providing food for ourselvesves,thyme,rosemaryoregano
/ marjoram andsage.
1 Native wildflowers add great colour and biodiversity inter&swvill be a great addition to flowerbeds. Son
may be crucial for different species of native biodiversity as food plants.

General list of shrub and tree spexs recommended for biodiversity enhancement:

Native Hedgerow Mix Species to Select From FIEGTITE 4 W ENEIENG & R (Rt

for Biodiversity

The main hedging species:is

1 Hawthorn/ Whitethorn (Crataegus monogyna T Plant @ 48 plants per metre

1 Plantin a double staggered row where

Smaller percentages of the following species: possible

1 Elder Gambucus nigja 1 Allow 1.52m width for a mature hedge
1 Blackthorn Prunus spinoga ¢ the wider the better!

1 Hazel Corylus avellana 1 Cuton a Jear cycle so that the it can
1 Holly (lex aquifoliun) flower and fruit

1 Privet Cigustrum vulgarg 1 Cut outside the bird nesting seasori'(1
1 Spindle Euonymus europaels March-31% August) unless for road

1 Guelder rose\{iburnum opulup safety reasons

1 Dog roseRosa aning)

Trees such as OakQgercus robyr Crab apple Malus
sylvestri$, etc. should be planted randomly along the length
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Wildlife-friendly tree species
Pedunculate oaKQuercus robyrg prefers
neutral/limestone soils
Sessile oak(Quercus petraeag prefers
slightly acid soils
Willow (Salix spp) ¢ good for damp/
waterside conditions
Hazel(Corylus avellarje likes neutral to
limey soils
Alder (Alnus glutinosi, good for damp/
waterside conditions
Aspen(Populus tremulpa
Silver birch(Betula pendula
Downy birch(Betula pubescens good for
damp/ waterside conditions
Yew(Taxus baccatecy 2 (i S
is the upright form (Irish Yew)
Holly (llex aquifoliurm
Rowan /Mountain ash(Sorbus aucupar)a
¢ flowers and fruit for spring and autum
interest
Whitebeam (Sorbus arin ¢ flowers and
fruit for spring and autumn interest
Crab applgMalus sylvestrisg flowers and
fruit for spring and autumn interest
Wild cherry (Prunus avium ¢ flowers in
spring and colourful fruit and leaves
autumn

aKIF G

= =4

1
1

1

Wildlife-friendly shrub species
Fruit bushese.g. the native RaspbernR(bus idaeysand
Blackberry Rubus fruticosysAlso Currants and Gooseberri
(Ribesspp.).
Ling heather (Calluna vulgaris - prefers acid/peaty soi
conditions
Bell heather(Erica cinerep prefers acid/peaty soil condition
Broom (Cytisus scoparijigerrific colour, blooming througt
April & May.
Firethorn (Pyracantha* - a very thorny climber, good for wa
cover with creamy blossoms in summer and colourful ber
in autumn. Different species have different coloured berr
ranging from yellow through orange to scarlet red.
Honeysuckle/WoodbingLonicera periclymem) ¢ a climber
with beautifully scented flowers, particularly in the eveni
when they attract nectaseeking moths.
Dog rose(Rosa caningg a climber with beautiful flowers ir
June and red rosehips in autumn.
Elder (Sambucus nigjag creamy flowers (mst important
ingredient in a very tasty cordial!) in June and black berrie
autumn Enly ediblewhen cookedgreat for jams and jellies)
Spindle tree (Euonymus europaels; strikingly beautiful
2Nl y3S aSSRa OFNNARASR Ayybt
KIFIGdaQ
Blackthorn (Prunus spinoga¢ featuring sloe berries ir
autumn
Purging Buckthorn(Rhamnus catharticjsc an uncommon
shrubc¢ the favourite food plant of the Brimstone butterfly
Alder-buckthorn (Frangula alnus ¢ a rare native alsc
favoured ly the Brimstone butterfly.
Privet (Ligustrum vulgare
Guelder rose (Viburnum opulug ¢ beautiful flowers and
berries.
Gorse (Ulex europaeusc the heady, coconut aroma of it
ONAIKG &Stft2o FE26SNR A& (

*indicates a species not native to Ireland but Aorasive and wildlife friendly.

Selecting Plants

Point of Note
Use native plants including wildflowers whe q
possible

For native species; only use Irish provenal
stock

Reason

= =4 =4 -4 -9

Native wildlife has adapted alongside these specird so
they will typically support more wildlife than exotic species
It conservesour local flora

They are better suited to the Irish climate

It helps conserve local genetics

Minimise the risk of imprting new pests and diseases.
Supports local Irish growers
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Invasive Alien Species (IAS) are plants or animals th&tinteoduced and are causing problems for native

biodiversity.It is important that we can recognise the main IAS and take appropriate steps to control them:

1 Awvoidusing IAS in new planting schemes and where possible reeasting onesEncourage other |ad
groups, landowners and the local authgrib do the same.

1 Raise awareness of IASdsliveringtalksand posting orsocialmediaabout themand the problems they
cause

1 Carry out IAS surveys and submit records to the National Biodiversity Data @eshtree local authority.

Species Problem(s)

Himalayan Balsanmnfpatiens I Can dominate riverbanks amiitcompetenative flora
glanduliferg
Japanese knotweed@llopia Can dominate riverbanks amditcompetenative flora

1
japonicg 9 Can negatively impact built structures

Giant HogweedHeracleum 1 Can dominate riverbanks amditcompetenative flora

mantegazzianum T Can cause serious skin burns to humans

Giant RhubarbGunnera tinctorih. 1 Can dominate riverbarskandoutcompetenative flora

Monbretia Crocosmiapp.) I Can dominate grassy areas and outcompete native ground flora

Spanish BluebelHyacinthoides 1 They hybridize with native Bluebells

hispanicaand hybrids)

Cherry laurelRrunudaurocerasus q Can take over woodland and prevent native ground fl@rsaplings from growing.

Rhododendromponticum i Can take over woodland and prevent native ground flora & saplings from grow
Pheasant Berr{leycesteria i Can take ovenative woodland and prevent native ground flora & saplings fr
Formosa growing.

Floating pennywort(Hydrocotyle ~ 1 Can grow up to 20cm per day and may quickly dominate a waterbody.
ranunculoide} 1 Forms thick mats which can look like lado be a danger to peopk livestock
1 Impedes water flow and chokes waterways which can make it difficult for boat:
and angling and can increase the risk of flooding.
1 Poses a threat to plants and fish bipcking out light and impeding access to fish
feeding and resting spaces.
Curly Leaved Waterweed 1 Capable of forming very dense infestations in suitable hab&atscupying the full
(Lagarosiphon major water column in waters up to 6m deep with signifité@mpacts on nativevildlife.
9 Serious threat to tourism, angling, boati&gpther recreational pursuits as well as
conservation goals.
Can produce #hick raft of vegetation.
A fragment as small as 5mm cang®w.
Poses a threat to plant& fish by blocking out light reducing oxygen levels.
proserpinacoides Can choke waterways so increasing the risk of flooding.
New Zealand pigmywee(Crassula Can regenert from tiny fragments& therefore easily takes over new areas.

t I NNE i Q@yrigpSyllumk S 1
1
1
1
1

helmsii) 1 Forms very dense mats which overgrow native plants and reduces light levels,
1
1
1
1
1

aquaticum Myriophyllum
brasilienseMyriophyllum

Currently only recorded from one site in Ireland.
Grows into a thick carpet which can egitow native species and clog waterways.
Produces a thick mat of floating vegetation.
Danger can lie when people alidestock attempt to walk on it.
The plants are so small, at no bigger than 2.5cm, that it can easily be transpor
on other plants as a contaminant.

1 Reduces oxygen levels in the water.

Water primrose(Ludwigia
grandiflora)

Water fern (Azolla filiculoides
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The following is a list of some useful equiprhenhelp manage your wild habitat and carry out Citizen Science work.
Please make sure that any tools or machinery are only operated by suitably trained persons, that they are kept in go
repair, all necessary health and safety precautions are folloaed,that they are fully insured. The same applies to
any contractors hired to undertake works on your beh@lease note that due to Covid 19 it is worth considering any
other special health measuresd equipment that may need to be taken when carrying @mmunity work

\2)

Wildflower Meadows

Polytunnel It is useful to have at least one community polytunteegrowwildflower plugs from locally
harvested seedhat canthen planted out into localpublic meadows. It igleally located in a secure
place where dedicated person(s) responsible for managing the plugs can have acceSaitahte
venues include a community garden / allotment garden and in schools (where the pupils can ¢
some trays on as part of a schqbject). These can double up during the main growing season
fruit and vegetablgrowing

Meadow For larger meadows: consider using a local contractor with the right equipmeiitS NE A (0 Q
Cutting Tools / practical to get aontractor thensome ofthe followingmachinery/ tools may be considered:
Machinery 1 Power scythe with hay rake and mimler or a buck rakéhis could be purchased in

partnership with other local groups or by Kildare County Council)

1 Brush cutter
1 Hand held sythe, hay forks and rakes

Seed There are a few ways of harvesting your own wildflower seed. For most, it may be simply hary

Harvesting seed by hand, in which case you will need something to put it into e.g. a paper yogurt cup or ¢
pillow sack arédeal. To collectertain seed such agellow Rattle seed on a larger scale it would }
worth purchasing or hiring a leaf vacuum.

Seed Storage Todry the collected wildflower seed you can simply spread it out in cardboard box(es). If the si
fully dry when collected it can also be stored in breathable pillow cases / sacks in a cool dry rc
Do not store in plastic bags or containasthe seedsaysweat andspoil

Everyday Habitat Management

Hand Tools It is useful to have a stock of general tools available for carrying out community volunteer day:
as tree planting, basic invasive species control of selected specie¥petcan always ask
volunteers to bring their own but it is useful to have sosparesThese will include: spades,
loppers saws, rakes, wheelbarrows, buckdtemp hammer, mattocketc.

Hand Held Similar to the hand tools aboybaving soméand-held power tools for the group may be useful. /

Power Tools  cordless drill is probdip the most important of these. Other power tools may be available either
privately from members ¥olunteers or through rental hire as needed.

Safety It is very important that all volunteers have the necessary protective clothing for the jobs being

Equipment carried out. Some of the basic equipment worth having a supply of inclufizHiests, ear muffs,
gloves dust masksvisos and safety goggles.

Citizen Scienc& Community Events

Identification  There are identification bool®sr all the common species groups and habitatheNational

resources Biodiversity Data Centralso haswatchesavailable from their online shop

Bats Consider having few bat detectorgand torches!Yor bat eventsas most people may not have
one. TheMagneta Bat5 is a good starter model.

River River samplingevents@a NB I & F2NJ FI YAt AS&a YR OKAf RNBY

Sampling buckets, charts and fishing nets.

Butterfly and  Pollinator workshops and events are always popular to run during the summer. They are ever

Bumblebee better when there is a field element to it andist usefulto have a few butterfly nets and some

Events potting jarsto help identifyspecimens.

Moth Anaher really great Citizen Science project is the identification of moths. It is useful for the

Identification = community to have (or have access to) a few moth light traps with suitable batteries and charg
and the identification guide books (both for micro and macratmsd.

Bird For bird identification events it can be useful to have a few spare pairs of binoculars (although

Identification  normal to ask people to bring their own).
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Examples oWildflower Meadow MaintenanceEquipment

low cases used.to store dry
er seed -

‘necessary

Did you knowThe NationaBiodiversity
Data Centre has taken in over 650,00(
species sightings as of November 202
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Mood Board

Interpretation

Glens Great
Glenariff Beachfront Mes

A biodiversity sign, useful on sites with lots of natural
interest

Murals are a great option to brighten up a dull wall

Bioiversty interpretation pot,a
relatively inexpensive option

Sculptures

A bespoke sculptural feature in Ennis Town Centre

An artistic willow weave sculpture on the
roundabout beside Kildare Shopping
Centre
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