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This action plan was produced as part of the Kildare Community Biodiversity Project
(14LDRKLD110901) whickceived grant aid from Kildare LCDC through the LEADER
programme. This programme is financed by the Government of Ireland under the Rural
Development Programme 2042D20 and by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural
Development.
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Kildare LEADER Partnership CLG and the Heritage Section in Kildare County Council. The
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We hope that the Biodiversity Action Plan will be beneficial in guiding local actions to promote
and protect biodiversity in the coming years.

Getting Involved:

If you wish to get involved with any tife actions outlined in this Plaplease contact either:
CarburyVillageTidy TowngChairperson or Secretary)

or

Kildare County Councdileritage Officer

Phone: 045 980791

Fax: 045 980835

Email:heritageofficer@kildarecoco.ie
Website:http://www.kildare.ie/countycouncil/Heritage/index.html

If you would like to apply for LEADER funding towards implementing sonoaswatithe
Plan, please email the LEADER tearm@m@countykildarelp.i@r call us on 045 895450.
You can also check out our website: https://www.countykildarelp.ie/

Photographs Photos used in this Plan are courtesy of membeiGaburyVillageTidy
Towns, Dr Fiona MacGowaBuzanne Behamd Brian Gaynor
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Introduction

waterway in the immediate vicinity is the River Boyne.

z

/ F NDdzZNEQa Yz2ald Fl Y2dza f Iy RY ThIastlk jou seke dayph® built in
fourteenth century by the family of Bermingham, the descendants of Pierce de Bermingham, one of th§
English settlers in Ireland.

In 1569, Sir Henry Colley was granted the Manor of Carbury by Queen Elitaketlas Sir Henry whas ;,'
remodelled the Castle witbharacteristic features of Elizabethan chimneys, thought to be the only exagig
of their type in Ireland. j

Since the village was bypassed in 2014 following completion of the upgrade to the R402, thenfRes
Association has worked tirelessly to develop and promote the village016,a Historical Information
Booklet was launched and a Visitor Information Board erected in the centre of the village.

Carbury Village Tidy Towns has entered the NationpeS(alu Tidy Towns Competition over the past 'l .
years, improving each year on the overall marks awardébe Village won a Tidy Towns Endeavour A
in 2016. This was awarded to the village in recognition of the people and businesses who have tedajss
as a community to work to improve the environment and make the village a better place. The ReSH
Association endeavours to continue this spirit of Togetherness and Collaboration into the future. B

This Biodiversity Action Plan aims to guide the locaimunity and stakeholders in their efforts to protegs
and restore some of this natural heritage and maximise the benefits that nature can provide foedpte |
of Carbury The Plan is not intended to be a static document but rather to be regularlywegliand updatedgly
over its life.

A healthy natural world IS crumal to our way of I|fe |t prowdc
us with clean air & water, food, shelter, and much more!



Process to Produce This Plan

At the end of 2019CarburyVillageTidy Townssubmitted an
Expression of Interest to be part of an upcoming initiati
entitled the Kildare Community Biodiversity Projethe project
was an initiative between County Kildare LEADER Partner{*
and the Heritage Officer in Kildare County Council. Itfwaded

by the LEADER programme for 2@DP0. Green Pine g
Consultants and Dr. Fionaa@lGowan were contracted to delivel,
the project. The team brought together qualifications in bioloc
ecology, botany, and landscape architecture, as well as skil
working with community groups.

The project kicked off in February 2020 with a launch night in Newbridge Town Hall. There were over
people in attendance from the tecommunitiesthat were selected to take part. The project involved recce
visits to assess hiliversity in eacltommunity, as well as a series fs€e public training workshopsnd the
development of local Biodiversity Action Plabsie to Covid 19 restrictions, the training sessions took place
in Sepemberand October via Zoom MeetingShese were open to all stakeholders and members of the
public with an interest in making tlrelocalitya better place for people and nature. During this procéss
views of all participants are sought during the workshops and through a questionngd®veral coomunity
groups attended the training sess®and their input was invaluable to the production of this Plan.

What Is Biodiversity?

Biodiversity refers tahe variety and variability of aliving things including plants, animals, microbes, fungi
and people It also includeshe places where plants and animals likegwn ashabitats), the interactions
among living things (the web of life) and their environment (ecology).

Biodiversity is dlaround us, everywhere and in our everyday lifdorms complex systems thatistain life

on Earth.Each part of the system is important no matter how small or trivial it may seem to us. Think of it
as a puzzle; having a biodiverse system allows usadhe full puzzle but when we start to remove different
pieces, or species, the picture loses important parts.

We rely completely onibdiversityto provide us withthe basic elements we need such @ean air and
water, food, fuel, building products andedicinesWe also rely on it forth& I y& FNBS Wa SNI
nutrient recycling, pollination and water filtration ettt.is therefore vital that we rake space for nature in

our towns villagesand countryside for us to continue living full and hagltives



Section 2:

Bi odiversity in

Our Are

CarburyVillageis picturesquely situated in north Kildare at the ba
Hill. This hill habe dramatic focus for north Kildare people fc
with pre-Christia hristian burials together with the wonde
atmospheric Carbljry Castle. Standing on Carbury Hill gives
of the landscape within which the village sitgh Carb 300
north and the headwaters of the mighty River Boyne r
edges of the village. The village itself features a fe
interest with a lovel | of pollinatdriendly
meadow complete ths in the old gr
the end of the antastic, inform
social and r ea. Please n
local cc d at:

Carbury Village has two sites of natiol
natural heritage interest nearby: Carbu
Bog Natural Heritage Area and the sou

of the River Boyne




Main Biodiversity Sites

Thee are numerous places of important biodiversity valu€arburyVillage Thefollowing are some of
the mainonesin and around thevillage

Site of Biodiversity Interest

B Carbury Village Centreln the centre of the village there are tw
ornamental flowerbeds of high biodiversity value. Most of the pla
selected will support the needs of the different pollinator species.
. ties in with the national effort encouraged by the-Akland Pollinator
Plan.

Community GardenThanks to the work of the local community,
small community garden at the end of the village beside the R402
been created for local people to enjoy. This space includes skl
ornamental herb and pollinator friendly flower beds. Théselso a
wonderful mural on the boundary wall which highlights differe
aspects of local heritage including the wildlife of the area.

Carbury Castle & Old Carbury Graveyaifdte old stone walls of the Castle
support several plant species with ivy being the most prominent. lvy grow
on old buildings often needs specialist trimming in order to protect the wal
but it must be remembered that ivy is one of the most importantimaiplants
in our countryside. The flowers and berries are a valuable late source of fi
for pollinators and birds during the autumn and winter. The grassland of tt
old graveyard is attractively managed leaving wildflowers to bloom between the mownatss
Carbury Bog (NHA 00138&n area of national conservation value lying at the nevdsternend of the
Bog of Allen, this bog is a Natural Heritage Area. Privately owned, this site features good exan
several different habitat types, sucls aaised bogs and cutover bog edged with scrub and birch
willow dominated woodland.

Grand Canal (pNHA 002104)The Grand Canal flows nearby on its way from Allenwood tow
O9RSYRSNNE® ! OO2NRAY3I (2 (dKS bt 2-fnadawater&ay dnking2he
River Liffey at Dublin with the Shannon at Shannon Harbour and the Barrow at Athy. The Gran
proposed Natural Heritage Area (pNHA) comprises the canal channel and the banks on either si
The canal system is made up afiamber of branchesthe Main Line from Dublin to the Shannon, tl
Barrow Line from Lowtown to Athy, the Edenderry Branch, the Naas and Corbally Branch &
Milltown Feeder. The Kilbeggan Branch is dry at present, but it is hoped to restore it irdhéuture.
Water is fed into the summit level of the canal at Lowtown from Pollardstown Fen, itself a pN
number of different habitats are found within the canal boundaré®dgerow, tall herbs, calcareot
grassland, reed fringe, open water, scrypR 62 2 Rf I Y R®Q

Bog of Allen Nature CentreCarbury is lucky to be in proximity of the headquarters of the Irish Peat
Conservation Council (IPCC) at Lullymore West, 8km south of the village. The IPCC have set
informative display and natureagden that are open to the public. They also regularly hold open e\
where lots can be learned. Volunteer effort is always welcomed as they work to conserve variot
including the nearby Lodge Bog North where a boardwalk makes the bogland lpadsxssible to al
Seewww.ipcc.iefor more information.



http://www.ipcc.ie/

Recent Progress

A lot of work has been carried out in recent years already to enhance @
G26yQa O0A2RAOSNBEAAGERD C¢CKfesd2ff 205A
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Swift boxes and calling systesere installed in 2020
500nativetreeswere organised to be planted in Spring
2021 to create a new farm hedgerow

The emoval of some laurel planting has beganound the
village, with plans in place to replace more of it with nati
trees and shrubs.

Suppliers of pollinator friendly bulbgere identifiedfor
2021 planting

Ongoing maintenance of Fairy Garden & Bug Hotel
Ongoing maintenance and enhancement ofiagé mural
area

In autumn 2020, members of the local community took
part in the Kildare Community Biodiversity Project. It
involved three biodiversity training sessions ¢aline) and
led to the production of this Action Plan.

Swift boxes and
calling system
were installed in

the Village in




Wildlife of Kildare
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A collection of photos courtesy o #l
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Section 3: A
C allto

Action

This is a shared plan of action for thidlageto build on the recent progress made to improve areas for
biodiversity and to start developing other opportunities to maximiseviegeQd Fdzf f 0 A2 RA O
In doing so this will hopefully engage new people and groups in managing theigteeal space with
biodiversity in mind. The plan h&sur main objectives, each with several targets and actions:

1. Objective 1:MakingCarburyVillagewildlife friendly
Objective 2:Raising awareness of local wildlife and how to protect it

2
3. Objective 3:Colkcting evidence to track change and measure success
4

Objective4: Build local capacity to manage and record biodiversity.




Objective 1. Making Carbury Village
biodiversity friendly

All types of land can be used to increase the levels of biodiversity imiltageincluding built features and
green spaces. Each landowner whether public or private can also play their part in enhancing their lands f
biodiversity.

No. Action Who When
1.1.1 Explore the opportunity to open up the attenuation ponds on the R40Z Paul Lynam 2021-2025
opposite the junction to Carburyillageas a local community wetland
amenity. This could include access in the form of a boardwalk, pond
dipping platform and signage.
1.1.2 | Explore the opportunity to maximise the visual biodiversity value of thr Committee 2021-2025
junction and entrance roads to Carbullageby:
A. Managing the grass verges as wildflower meadow. This can t
either a hay meadow or a bulb and shortcut wildflower meadc
B. Creating a pollinator friendly flower bed in place of the stone
chippings+ I NI R{ I NR& {2y So
C. Removing all Laurel shrubs planted.
D. Phanting native hedgerow along the unplanted sections of the
field boundaries.
1.1.3 | Use pollinator friendly planting in all containers and hanging baskets i Vanessa Kelly 2021-2025
the village.
1.1.4 @ Explore the opportunity to manage the lawn space outside Carbury Pi Joan Potterton 2021
Church as a wildflower meadow. Maintain mown fringes along the
roadside and a mown path through it.
1.1.5 | Explore the opportunity to plant native Yew tree($afus baccatain the Joan Potterton 2021
front lawn of Carbury Parish Church.
1.1.6 @ Explore the opportunity tananage the areas of meadow in the old Joan Potterton 2021
graveyard by cutting and lifting the hay once a year in Aug / early
September.
117 !'dzAYSyid GKS RFEFF2RAE LI FydGdAy3a 2 KevinCurran 2021-2025
to the Mural with pollinator friendly bulb planting. This will extend the
flowering season, add colour and benefit pollinators. Consider manag
the verge as a shortcutildflower meadow during the summer months.
1.1.8 | Further enhance the biodiversity value of the Mural: Kevin Curran 2021-2025
A. Manage the grass area, or a section of it, as a bulb and shortcut
wildflower meadow.
B. Replace the dead tree in the herb bed with a native Rovamt{us
aucuparia.
C. Create a pollinator friendly flower bed at the entrance point from t
main road (R402).
D. Leare 20cm of grass uncut at the base of the wall, to safeguard bt
nesting habitat.
1.1.9 @ Enhance the biodiversity and visual value of the junction of the Edend Committee 2021-2025
Rd (R402) and the Derrinturn Rd (R403):
A. Infill planting withpollinator friendly herbaceous perennials and
bulbs on the roundabout.
B. Install a central focal point on the roundabout; either a sculpture
depicting an aspect of local heritage or plant a specimen native O
(Quercus robyr
C. Manage the grass bank on thélage side and the grass verge on tr



No.

1.1.10

No.
121

1.2.2
1.23

1.24

1.25

No.
1.3.1

1.3.2

1.3.3

No.
1.4.1

1.4.2

Action

Derrinturn side as wildflower meadows with Kildare Co. Co.
Explore the opportunity to maximise the potential of the old Dispensai
(Council owned) for community and biodiversity uGechards, native
tree planting and wildflower meadows would be suitable options.

Action

wdzy I WCNBS DIFNRSY ¢NBS DAGSI gt
mix (whips only) to include: Rowan, Birch, Hazel and Wild Cherry.
Explore the opportunity to create garden wildlife ponds with interestec
residents.

/| 2yGAydzS G2 62N)] @6AGK YStfeqa /
flower beds in the village centre with herbs and pollinator friendly
herbaceous perennials.

Explore the opportunity to carrgut the following biodiversity habitat
enhancement works at the Ardkill Gag-Sac (all actions should be agre:
with the residents):

A. Replace the Laurel hedge with a native hedgerow.

B. Manage the lawn space as a bulb and short cut wildflower meada
Support residents on biodiversity enhancement projects in their garde
such as the removal of laurel and replacement with native planting.

Action

Carry out a hedgerow resilience project by augmenting existing
hedgerows in the surrounding landscape with new trees such as Oak,
Wild Cherry, etc. This will futuimgroof hedgerows against the potential
impacts of Ash Dieback.

Engage with KCC & Transport Infrastructure Ireland about removing ¢
the Laurel planted as part of the realignment of the R402. These shot
be replaced with a native tree and shrub mix. All plants should be nati
Irish provenance only.

Explore the opportunity to work with the landowner to raise awarenes:
about Carbury Bog NHA as a special part of the greater Carbury
landscape.

Action

t NPY23GS GKS @Attt 3IS a | W{gATi
(Swift boxes on existing buildings and bricks for new developments
including new residential and industrial sites), raising awareness local
the issues faing the species and monitoring existing and new nest bo»
sites.

This could be delivered in partnership with local environmental-Non
Government Organisations such as Wild Kildare who require local pe«
to help monitor population numbers.

Carry out a Brimstone butterfly project: plant their larval food plant the
native Buckthorn bush and run a promotional event about the species
project. Source native Purging buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica). May
suitable ground at the attenuation ponds.

Who

Vanessa Kelly

Who
Paul Lynam

Committee

Vanessa Kelly

Paul Lyam

Committee

Who
Committee

Paul Lynam

Committee

Who

KevinCurran;
local eNGOs

Committee

When

2021-2025

When
2021

20212025

2021-2025

2021

2021-2025

When
2021-2025

20212025

2021-2025

When
20212025

20212025



Objective 2: Raising awareness of local

biodiversity & how to protect it

It is important to raise awareness so that the public, community & residential groups, and businesses kno
how to help oumwildlife.

Target 2.1ncrease the number of people within the community who are aware of th

local biodiversity and who understand the need to conserve it

244l Install small information signs on the timber fencing beside the Mural Committee 2021-2025
covering aspects of the natural heritage of the area.

Maintain the mural and interpretation sign at the Mural Committee 2021-2025

2421 Install small information signs covering the different plants, and the Committee 2021-2025

biodiversity supported by it, in the pollinator friendly flower beds in the

village. These can be made by the local children or a local artist.
24l Install information postsilong the looped walk: the path along the Edende Committee 20212025
Rd (R402) and other key points of interest. These should cover informatis
on local wildlife as well as other aspects of local heritage.
Run a minimum of 1 wildlife related eviefe.g. walks, talks, workshops) eac Committee 2021-2025
year. This should use the results of the questionnaire in the back of this F
as a guide for topics of interest and how to deliver them during Covid 19.

These events should include:
A walk and presentation of thessults of the survey carried out on
the natural and social heritage of Carbury Castle.
A wildflower identification walk of the natural areas along the R4(
and village.

These can be delivered as Carb\ilfageonly events or in partnership with

other neighboring communities where appropriate.

Use the local notice board to raise awareness of local biodiversity and ~ Sylvia Lynam 20212025
conservation issues.

Target 22 Support education opportunities in schools at all levels

2,224 Ensure the local schools hasepies of the Allreland Pollinator Plan guides Liz Lynam 2021
for schools and the Junior Atkland Pollinator Plan and are aware of all thi
resources available at www.pollinators.ie/resources

w2 i) Support the local schools with wildlife eventadtivities. Where possible this Committee 2021-2025
should utilise the different areas of habitat on the campus. This can be a
wildlife walk, talk, or workshop.

2,22 2f | Install signage to maximise outdoor learning about the different areas of Committee 20212025
biodiversity labitat on the school grounds. These can be created by the
school pupils as part of art class activities.

10



Target 23 Provide clear information to different sectors within the community on ho

they can take actions to enhandbeir spaces for biodiversity

23.1

2.3.2

o))

Participate in, and if necessary help organgséalf day weed control
workshop to raise awareness of the harmful effects of herbicide use on
human health and for biodiversity to different landownsearound thevillage
This workshop should also cover alternative weed control solutions wher
weed control is necessary and encourage a change of mindset in other
dAldzZ GA2y&a8 6KSNB WsSSRaQ O2dA# R 0!

Consider partnering with othdocal communities.

Participate in, and if necessary, help organise, a series of county wide fa
talks (min. of 2 per year) that will positively enhance biodiversity in the
landscape e.g. utilizing farm green infrastructure foe farm business, farm
woodland grants, etc. Communicate the details of each event with the loc
farming community.

Ensure the different sectors within the community have copies of the
relevant Allireland Pollinator Plan resoce guides e.g. sporting
organisations, faith communities, etc.

Promote to the AHreland Pollinator Plan guides using the local notice boe

)
[
o))

o1

2.3.7

Implement a policy of no Invasive plant species in péamting schemes in
the village. e.g. no Laurd? unus laurocerasiis

Engage wittKildare County Council to ensure that all new developments i
the village incorporate best practice green infrastructure design principle:
(e.g. use of bioswales) and biodiversity features (e.g. Swift bricks, see Ac
1.4.2).

Green infrastructure degh should ideally be done at the planning and des
stage. Where plans have developed beyond planning, engage with the
developers about the benefits that green infrastructure design can delive
them.

Help raise awareness bbw reducing the use of rodenticides will benefit
other garden wildlife such as hedgehogs.

Committee

Committee

Committee
Sylvia Lynam
Committee

Committee

Committee

20212025

20212025

2021-2025

2021
20212025

20212025

20212025

11



Objective 3: Collecting evidence to

track change & measure success

To ensure that our actions are making a difference we need to gathaseline of data on our wildlife and
then measure our success or lack thereof against Tiigs data can be gathered through regular surveys and
Citizen Science effort$his plan sets out the following targets to achieve this:

Target3.1Build a basehe of data on local biodiversity and track changes

<4<l | Monitor the Swift population nhumbers in the village annually and the Committee 2021-2025
uptake of any newly installed Swift boxes.
CHOAEAGEGS 2 AfOR |'YAATE RA-2NNS QisK S ale2iid Committee 2021-2025
214 ¢, | Develop at least 1 bumblebee transect in thibageand submit records Committee 2021-2025
to the NBDC
Develop at least 1 butterfly transect in thélageand submit records to Committee 2021-2025
the NBDC
Record all biodiversity records onto the National Biodiversity Data ~Committee 20212025
Centre. Encourage other members of the community to do likewise.
Record and map all biodiversity actions delivered at: Paul Lynam 20212025
https://pollinators.biodiversityireland.ie/

Target3.2 Measure progress of this Plan on a regular basis

e{ 2 4l | Setup a group that will be responsible for carrying out an annual rey Committee 20212025
and steering thelelivery of this BAP. This should include
representatives of different sectors within the community.
The group shall carry out an annual review of the Action Plan. Committee 2021-2025
Carry out a more detailethid-term review of the Action Plan. Committee 2021-2025
Carry out a full detailed review of the Action Plan in the final year.  Committee 2021-2025
<1257 | Plan for the updating / renewing of a subsequentéar plan to run Committee 2021-2025
from 20262030.

12



Objective 4:Build local capacity to

manage & record biodiversity

The following targets and actions aim to ensure that we haveréiseurces and capacity to carry out the
actions identified in Objectives3

No.

No.

Action Who
Identify all wildlife groups active in the Carbury area and nwkdact Committee
and offer help / partner on local projects.

Identify sources of native wildflowers (this should include Yellow Rattl Liz Lyam
as places for community seed collecticerihis can include other donor

sources in the county

Create an email list of local volunteers who can be called upon for Committee
practical conservation volunteering events throughout the year such a
management of wildflower meadows, invasive species removal, tree

planting, etc. (ensure GDPR guidedirsge taken)

Hold an event to communicate this BAP to the local community. Committee

Participate in a meeting of all 10 Kildare 2020 BAP applicants to disct. Committee
opportunities for collaboration to deliver selected projects outlined in t
Plan.

Action Who
PGAfAAS GKS O2YYdzyAide Lkt eildzyyS Commitee
pollinator friendly flowers, wildflowers and plants for use in new

community planting schemes. This will create the opportunity to raise

funds by selling native plants and pollinatoefrdly plants.

Source meadow maintenance equipment for community use. Options Committee
available are to 1) purchase equipment, potentially in partnership with

other neighbouring towns and villages; 2) work with the private sector

build up their capacity for managing meadows (hire companies and / ¢

local landscape contractors), or 3) to work with KCC for them to build

internal capacity / resources or 4) explore the potential to work with th

local vintage tractor/farm machinery grouphi$ would open up the

possibility of having a community event perhaps during Heritage Wee

August where a traditional haynaking event could be held.

If working with other neighbouring groups then an annual schedule fol
use, maintenance /servicingans, insurance & other costs should be
agreed in advance.

Build up a stock of biodiversity educational resources such as Liz Lynam
identification guide books. Liaise with the local library.
Build up astock of biodiversity recording equipment such as bat Committee

detectors, moth traps, etc.

When
2021-2025
2021

2021-2025

20212025
2021-2025

When
2021-2025

20212025

2021-2025

20212025

13



Mapping the Actions

Legend
Objective

Objective 1: Making our town / village biodiversity friendly

Objective 2: Raising awareness of local biodiversity & how to protect it
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Section 4: Resources

It is not necessary to rmvent the wheelin order to deliver this planThere are numerous people,
organisations, publications and online resources available to achieve th@bgsibleoutcomes. Some of
these are outlined in this sectipralthoughthis is not intended to be an exhaustive listwliil alsobe
important tha as new information becomes available that this should be considered and actions deliverec
or adjusted accordingly.

Did you knowOf the 62,000 townland names in Ireland,
13,000 have reference to trees and 1,600 have some deriv:
2F WRI AN (K SForeram@ielill BagyKidare¥

YSFEYAY3 W KdzNDOk. 2F 0K




| Inks to useful online resources

The following is a list afseful links to guides on a range of common biodiversity subjects.

Subject
Bats

Birdwatching

/| KAt RNBy Qa
Activities

General Biodiversity

Issues
Habitat Boxes

Hedgerows

Interpretative Signage

Invasive Alien Species

Local Biodiversity
News

Nature Trails
Orchards

Peatlands

Pollinator Friendly
Planting Schemes

Pollinators

Recording Biodiversity
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https://www.batconservationireland.org/

https://kildarebatgroup.wordpress.com/

http://www.birdwatchkildare.com/?page _id=23
https://birdwatchireland.ie/irelandsbirds-birdwatchireland/

www.irishbirding.com

https://birdwatchireland.ie/ourwork/fun-learning/for-kids/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2020/03/kidshature-activitiesselfisolation/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/funandlearning/

https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/

WWW.NpWS.ie
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/wordpress/wgcontent/uploads/PollinatotHowto-Guide
1-ALT FINAL.pdf
https://birdwatchireland.ie/app/upload£019/09/Nestboxesfactsheet.pdf
https://www.batconservationireland.org/wp
content/uploads/2015/05/BClrelandGuidelines BatBoxes.pdf
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/wordpress/wgcontent/uploads/PollinatorHowto-Guide
3-FINAL1.pdf

https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/content/files/conserving_hedgerows 2mb.pdf
https://63273-649646raikfcquaxgncofgfm.stackpathdns.com/wp
content/uploads/2019/04/HedgerowCasestudyASPaukBendfor-NewWebsite.pdf
https://mosart.ie/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/IriskHedgerowsNetworksfor-Nature.pdf
www.hedgelaying.ie

https://www.nature.scot/sites/default/files/201911/Guidance %20
%20Natural%20heritage%?20interpretation_1.pdf
https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/content/files/bored _of boards 1mb.pdf
https://pollinators.ie/resources/signagéemplates/

https://invasivespeciesireland.com/
https://www.fisheriesireland.ie/Invasiv&Species/invasivepecies.html
https://www.facebook.com/WildKildare1437313092971392/
http://www.birdwatchkildare.com/

https://kildarebatgroup.wordpress.com/
http://www.kildare.ie/CountyCouncil/Heritage/Biodiversity/
http://www.walkingroutes.ie/WalkingTrails/Kildare
http://www.irishseedsavers.ie/blog/wgontent/uploads/2014/10/CreatingAnOrchard.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_
ta/file/11466/1973262.pdf

http://www.wetlandsystems.iégoephow.html

https://www.theorchardproject.org.uk/

www.ipcc.ie

www.bordnamona.ie/transform/biodiversity

www.abbeyleixbog.ie

https://pollinators.ie/resources/
https://pollinators.ie/wordpress/wpcontent/uploads/2018/04/PlantingCode2018WEB.pdf
www.rhs.org.uk

https://pollinators.ie/

https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/recorebiodiversity/
https://greensideup.ie/16naturalalternativesto-herbicidewhy-you-shouldusethem/

https://greenschoolsireland.org/biodiveristy/

https://pollinators.ie/schools/

http://www.heritageinschools.ie/teachersesources/strand/livinghings-science/p3?2q=&c=
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https://www.batconservationireland.org/
https://kildarebatgroup.wordpress.com/
http://www.birdwatchkildare.com/?page_id=23
https://birdwatchireland.ie/irelands-birds-birdwatch-ireland/
http://www.irishbirding.com/
https://birdwatchireland.ie/our-work/fun-learning/for-kids/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2020/03/kids-nature-activities-self-isolation/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/fun-and-learning/
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/
http://www.npws.ie/
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/Pollinator-How-to-Guide-1-ALT_FINAL.pdf
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/Pollinator-How-to-Guide-1-ALT_FINAL.pdf
https://birdwatchireland.ie/app/uploads/2019/09/Nestboxes-factsheet.pdf
https://www.batconservationireland.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/BCIrelandGuidelines_BatBoxes.pdf
https://www.batconservationireland.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/BCIrelandGuidelines_BatBoxes.pdf
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/Pollinator-How-to-Guide-3-FINAL-1.pdf
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/Pollinator-How-to-Guide-3-FINAL-1.pdf
https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/content/files/conserving_hedgerows_2mb.pdf
https://63273-649646-raikfcquaxqncofqfm.stackpathdns.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Hedgerow-CasestudyASPaul21-Send-for-New-Website.pdf
https://63273-649646-raikfcquaxqncofqfm.stackpathdns.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Hedgerow-CasestudyASPaul21-Send-for-New-Website.pdf
https://mosart.ie/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Irish-Hedgerows-Networks-for-Nature.pdf
http://www.hedgelaying.ie/
https://www.nature.scot/sites/default/files/2019-11/Guidance%20-%20Natural%20heritage%20interpretation_1.pdf
https://www.nature.scot/sites/default/files/2019-11/Guidance%20-%20Natural%20heritage%20interpretation_1.pdf
https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/content/files/bored_of_boards_1mb.pdf
https://pollinators.ie/resources/signage-templates/
https://invasivespeciesireland.com/
https://www.fisheriesireland.ie/Invasive-Species/invasive-species.html
https://www.facebook.com/Wild-Kildare-1437313092971392/
http://www.birdwatchkildare.com/
https://kildarebatgroup.wordpress.com/
http://www.kildare.ie/CountyCouncil/Heritage/Biodiversity/
http://www.walkingroutes.ie/WalkingTrails/Kildare
http://www.irishseedsavers.ie/blog/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/CreatingAnOrchard.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/11466/1973262.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/11466/1973262.pdf
http://www.wetlandsystems.ie/goephow.html
https://www.theorchardproject.org.uk/
http://www.ipcc.ie/
http://www.bordnamona.ie/transform/biodiversity
http://www.abbeyleixbog.ie/
https://pollinators.ie/resources/
https://pollinators.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Planting-Code-2018-WEB.pdf
http://www.rhs.org.uk/
https://pollinators.ie/
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/record-biodiversity/
https://greensideup.ie/16-natural-alternatives-to-herbicide-why-you-should-use-them/
https://greenschoolsireland.org/biodiveristy/
https://pollinators.ie/schools/
http://www.heritageinschools.ie/teachers-resources/strand/living-things-science/p3?q=&c=

Subject Link(s)
1 https://www.eckilkenny.ie/images/Biodiversity Plan_for Schools.pdf
1 http://www.heartoftheglens.org/cms/wpcontent/uploads/2017/12/Teacher®utdoor
LearningResource.pdf

1 http://www.ipcc.ie/discoverandlearn/resources/
Swifts 9 https://birdwatchireland.ie/ourwork/surveysresearch/researctsurveys/swiftsurveys/
T www.swiftconservation.ie/
Tree Identification & | { https://www.treecouncil.ie/nativeirishtrees
Selection 1 https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BgemRFHRDRSVYnh3bmxGOEVaMHc/edit
1 http://www.clarecoco.ie/servicefplanning/publications/treedesigrguidefor-towns-and
villagesin-co-clare-2017-28115.pdf
Wildflower Meadows |  https://pollinators.ie/wordpress/wpcontent/uploads/2018/04/Howto-guide Wildflower-
Meadows2018WEB.pdf
Wildflowers T http://www.wildflowersofireland.net/index.php
1 www.bsbi.org
Wildlife Ponds T https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/actions/howbuild-pond
i https://invasivespeciesireland.com/wpontent/uploads/2017/10/AQUATICS BOOKS.pdf
Woodland 1 http://www.woodlandsofireland.com/sites/default/files/Management%20Guidelines%20for

20Ireland%27s%20Native%20Woodlands%202017.pdf

91 https://www.forestryfocus.ie/sociaknvironmentalaspects/biodiversityand-nature-
conservation/biodiversityin-forests/conservatiorand-restoration/

1 http://www.woodlandsofireland.com/sites/default/files/Silvicultural%20Guidelines%20for%
Native%20Trees.pdf

T https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/wildlife-advice/howmanagewoodlandwildlife

Potential project funders

The followingable outlines some of thgotential sources of funding to help deliver the actions outlined in
this Plan It is also worth remembering other traditional forms of fundraising such as working with local
businesses, bucket collections, table quizzes, etc.

Fund / Funding Body Descrigion

LEADERrogramme, County To discuss potential project ideas and the availability of funding, contact the County
Kildare LEADER Partnership C Kildare LEADER Partnership offices at (045) 895 450 oriefo@lcountykildarelp.ie
Website:www.countykildarelp.ie/

Kildare County Council For additional information in relation to funding for biodiversity and heritage projects,
contact the Heritage OfficerTel.045 980791 or emalieritageofficer@kildarecoco.ie
Community Environment Actiol Formerly known as LA21, this fund covers small community environmental projects.
Fundc Kildare County Council

Community Foundation for The Community Foundation for Ireland has funded biodiversity surveys and action ple

Ireland under their Environment and Nature programme.
https://www.communityfoundation.ie/insights/news/environmerand-nature-fund-2019

Heritage Council TheHeritage CouncBupports a wide range of heritage projects throughout the country

through our annuagrantsprogramme.

https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/funding

Waters & Communities Ther aim is to support communities and stakeholders in the delivery of local water qu
projects and initiatives and have an annual grant package availableac@gour local
officer to discuss potential projects by searching:
http://watersandcommunities.ie/communitywater-officers/

Trees on the Land This charity aims to increase the amount of native Irish trees across Ireland.
https://www.treesontheland.com/
NeighbourWood Scheme This Forestry Service grant supports the creation and enhancement of riexe na

community woodland schemes over 1ha in size (up to 12ha size) including the
improvements to woodland facilities such as trail infrastructure.
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/grantandpremiumschemes/20
5/NeighbourWoodScheme240717.pdf
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https://www.eckilkenny.ie/images/Biodiversity_Plan_for_Schools.pdf
http://www.heartoftheglens.org/cms/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Teachers-Outdoor-Learning-Resource.pdf
http://www.heartoftheglens.org/cms/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Teachers-Outdoor-Learning-Resource.pdf
http://www.ipcc.ie/discover-and-learn/resources/
https://birdwatchireland.ie/our-work/surveys-research/research-surveys/swift-surveys/
file:///C:/Users/fiona/AppData/Local/Temp/www.swiftconservation.ie/
https://www.treecouncil.ie/nativeirishtrees
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-qemRFHRDRSVnh3bmxGOEVaMHc/edit
http://www.clarecoco.ie/services/planning/publications/tree-design-guide-for-towns-and-villages-in-co-clare-2017-28115.pdf
http://www.clarecoco.ie/services/planning/publications/tree-design-guide-for-towns-and-villages-in-co-clare-2017-28115.pdf
https://pollinators.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/How-to-guide-Wildflower-Meadows-2018-WEB.pdf
https://pollinators.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/How-to-guide-Wildflower-Meadows-2018-WEB.pdf
http://www.wildflowersofireland.net/index.php
http://www.bsbi.org/
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/actions/how-build-pond
https://invasivespeciesireland.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/AQUATICS_BOOK5.pdf
http://www.woodlandsofireland.com/sites/default/files/Management%20Guidelines%20for%20Ireland%27s%20Native%20Woodlands%202017.pdf
http://www.woodlandsofireland.com/sites/default/files/Management%20Guidelines%20for%20Ireland%27s%20Native%20Woodlands%202017.pdf
https://www.forestryfocus.ie/social-environmental-aspects/biodiversity-and-nature-conservation/biodiversity-in-forests/conservation-and-restoration/
https://www.forestryfocus.ie/social-environmental-aspects/biodiversity-and-nature-conservation/biodiversity-in-forests/conservation-and-restoration/
http://www.woodlandsofireland.com/sites/default/files/Silvicultural%20Guidelines%20for%20Native%20Trees.pdf
http://www.woodlandsofireland.com/sites/default/files/Silvicultural%20Guidelines%20for%20Native%20Trees.pdf
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/wildlife-advice/how-manage-woodland-wildlife
mailto:info@countykildarelp.ie
http://www.countykildarelp.ie/
mailto:heritageofficer@kildarecoco.ie
https://www.communityfoundation.ie/insights/news/environment-and-nature-fund-2019
https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/funding
http://watersandcommunities.ie/community-water-officers/
https://www.treesontheland.com/
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/grantandpremiumschemes/2015/NeighbourWoodScheme240717.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/grantandpremiumschemes/2015/NeighbourWoodScheme240717.pdf

Useful contacts & sources

To help deliver the actions it will be important to work with a range of local and national stakeholder groups
The following outlines some of these. It is worth remembering that there may also be local individuals ir
your community who have particular imtests and skillsets worth tapping into to deliver the actions.

Remember that skills other than ecological skills can be an important asset when delivering certain actions

Organisation / Group| Area of Expertise

Kildare County
Councll

Kildare Public
Participation
Network

County Kildare
LEADER Partnership
CLG

Wild Kildare
Irish Wildlife Trust

BirdWatch Ireland
Kildare

National Parks and
Wildlife Service
All-Ireland Pollinator
Plan

National Biodivesity
Data Centre

Vincent Wildlife
Trust

Botanical Society of
Britain & Ireland

The Local Authority
Waters Programme
(Waters &
Communitieg

CarburyVillageTidy
Towns

The local Heritage Officer is available to
discuss and provide information on
biodiversity and heritage related matters
and projects

Public Participation Networks (PPNs) act
an independent structure to facilitate
public participation in policy and decision
making with the local authorities.

Community and voluntary, social inclusior
and environmental groups are encourage(
to join Kildare PPN.

If your idea is eligible in principle for
LEADER funding, a Project Development
Officer will work with you to develop
specifications of your project, help you wit
procurement, and assist in bring forward &
application for fundingFunding is available
in the following categories: capital, training
marketing, and analysis and development
Local volunteer environmental
organisation.

National environmental charity covering al
aspects obiodiversity.

C2NJ AYF2NNVIGAZ2Y 2V

Responsible for managing the Irish State's
nature conservation responsibilities.
National Plan with the aim of creating
anlrelandwhere pollinatorscan survive &
thrive.

National centre for the collection, collation
management, analysis and dissemination
RFEGF 2y LNBflIyYyRQ& 0o
National environmental charity with the
aim ofconserving and research into
selected Irish mammals.

National organisation thatqemotesthe
study, understanding and enjoyment of
British and Irish botany

A shared service working with Local
Authorities and fate agencies to meet
obligations under the EU Water Framewol
Directive for the development and
implementation of River Basin
Management Plans in Ireland.

Local Tidy Towns group.

Contact Details
Tel. 045 980791 or email
heritageofficer@kdarecoco.ie

Telephone: 045 980700
Email:admin@kildareppn.ie
Website:https://www.kildareppn.ie/

Telephone: (045) 895 450. Email
info@countykildarelp.ieWebsite:
www.countykildarelp.ie/

https://www.facebook.com/WildKildare
1437313092971392/

https://iwt.ie/

https://birdwatchireland.ie/

https://www.npws.ie/

https://pollinators.ie/

https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/

https://www.vincentwildlife.ie/

https://bsbi.org/ireland

http://watersandcommunities.ie/
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mailto:info@countykildarelp.ie
http://www.countykildarelp.ie/
https://www.facebook.com/Wild-Kildare-1437313092971392/
https://www.facebook.com/Wild-Kildare-1437313092971392/
https://iwt.ie/
https://birdwatchireland.ie/
https://www.npws.ie/
https://pollinators.ie/
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/
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Bat Conservation | An altirelandcharity that promotes https://www.batconservationireland.org/
Ireland the conservatiorof batsand their
habitats.
Kildare Bat Group | Members of Bat Conservation Ireland https://kildarebatgroup.wordpress.com/
with a particular interest in Kildare

bats.
Kildare Animal A local norprofit organisation https://animalfoundation.ie/
Foundation dedicated to the welfare of cats, dogs

and small animals.
Irish Peatland A national charitable organisation with http://www.ipcc.ie/
Conservation the aim d conserving and protecting a
Council representative sample of Irish bogs,

and to campaign on begelated issues.

Kildare Community 4| This is a network of groups and individual| https://www.facebook.com/KildareC4CA/
Climate Action who are working together for climate

action and community resilience in Kildare

The network originated as a result of the

LEADER dzy RSR G/ 2YYdzy A

POGA2Yyé GNIAYAY3I LN

in 2019.

The AHlreland Pollinator Plan is
one of the best sources of
information on how to make our
community spaces better for
pollinators and wildlife in general.
Check out the resources section ¢
their website here:

All-Ireland

Pollinator Plan
www.pollinators.ie

https://pollinators.ie/resources/
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Hab itat ManagementGuidelines

Wildflower Meadows:

Before creating any new meadows, it is important to consider and plan for the maintenance requirements
If the proper planning is not done at the outset it may cause considerable hassle down the linis. This
particularly important for the end of season cut of a hay meadow as the grass could be knee heigh
Remember meadows are managed landscapes! You will need to consider the following:

1 Who is going to cut the meadow?
o Is it volunteers, the local authorityr a contractor?
o Or for larger meadows can it be conservation grazed?
1 How are they going to cut it?
0 Have they got the right equipment suitable for the site?
1 How are you going to gather and remove the cuttings from the site?
1 What are you going to do witthe cuttings after they have been removed from the site?

There are a few different types of wildflower meadows that you may consider depending on your site anc
preferences. Each requires different management. We have listed two such types of meadows here:

HayMeadows: Short Cut Meadows:

I Cut ¥2 times per year, once at the beginning of thl § Cut approximately every 6 weeks from rAgbril
season to remove any winter growth and a final cut through to autumn

mid-August to September (if there are late flowerinf 1 Mow the fringes along paths, car parks awddsides
species then you may consider delaying the cut) 1 Mow paths through larger meadows to encourag
1 Mow the fringes along paths, cparks and roadsides people to use them
1 Mow paths through larger meadows to encourag T Put up simple signs to let people know what you 3
people to use them doing

1 Increase species diversity as needed by harvesting |
seed and either oveseeding it on the grass after it hg
been cutor by growing the seed on as plug plants f
planting out the following spring.

1 Put up signs to let people know what you are doing
1 Increase species diversity as needed by harvesting |
seed and either oveseeding it on the grass after it hg
beencut or by growing the seed on as plug plants 1
planting out the following spring.
1 Control listed noxious weeds.

For more informatiorvisit the Allireland Pollinator Plan website and resources page

https://pollinators.ie/wordpress/wpcontent/uploads/2018/04/Howto-guideWildflower-Meadows2018WEB.pdf
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Designing and Planning for NeWree Plantingn CommunitySpaces

For the creation of new areas of community woodlands, copses, avenues or individual trees on communi
aLl 0Sa GUKS Yz2ald AYLRNIFyd GKAy3 G2 NBYSYOSNI Aa
woodland creatbn projects and works on existing woodlangeu shouldalways seek expert advice before
proceeding.

The following are some of the practical considerations that should help guide you in the design and plannir
for smaller tree planting projects:

Local Site Soil- is it very wet or free draining?
Considerations

Is the site designated (as natural, built or archaeological) or adjoining a designated site or site
of particular biodiversity interest? If so, check with relevant organisation for approval.
For larger planting schemes, do you need to prepare the site for planting?

Do you need to protect against rabbits / hares / deer?

Check for overhead powerlines or underground services.

Practical Design Consider safety and sightlineset back from primary paths in public spaces or at road

Considerations unctions
Consider whether antsocial behaviour is a problem in the area and manage for it in
advance

Where possible, include other community amenities as part of larger planting schemes
paths, outdoor classrooms, natural play, picnic tables, etc.

Consider neighbouring houses before planting.

Where possible, plant small groups of trees in public spaces instead of lots of individual
trees. This will be easier to maintain.

When planting trees at larger sizes you'll need to stake and tie them. Remember to
adjust tree ties each year and remove afteB gears.

Community & Consult with local community to gain support for the works. Be innovative with how you

Stakeholder engage local families and children in the development of the woodland e.g. dedicate a

Consultation tree to each family resident next to the project, carry out volunteer tree planting events,
develop ancillary amenities such as benches and natural play, etc.

Communicate the plans with the person or organisation responsible for maintaining the
green spaces (i.e. local authority, contractor or local volunteer) to avoid accidental
damage to the trees.

Agree a plan for managing around the base of individual trees to avoid damage from
lawnmowers and strimmers.

For mae practical informationcheck outthe Trees on the Land websitettps://www.treesontheland.com/plantineguide
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Managing for Pollinators:
1

Think about their essential needsfood, water, & shelterg and try to provide these where possible
because just like us they cannot survive without them.

Use pollinator friendly perennials (and small shrubs sudaaender) instead of annual beddingapts

in flower beds and containers (see Appendix 2 for some options).

For butterflies and moths, consider the larval foodplants of these species. For exampietttaas the
foodplant for the caterpillars of 5 species of butterfly.

Minimise the use ofherbicide for managing weeds. Where possible try to embrace these native
wildflowers for their visual interest and biodiversity value.

Check out the Aireland Pollinator Plan for lots of practical tips and ideas on managing for pollinators:
https://pollinators.ie/

,.l’
A,
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Planting for Biodiversity

Herbaceous Perenniatdall for the back of Herbaceous Perenniaishort for the front of beds
beds
f Japanese anemone@nemonex hybrid) 1 SedumW! dzi dzY(gutumig; e Q
¢ pink and white &gutumn); 1 Masterwort (Astrantia majoy (available in various shades
1 Verbena bonariensiflate summer); pink and white, long flowering fromummer intoautumn);
1 FoxgloveqDigitalisspp) (earlysummer) Yarrow (Achilleaspp) Summer intoautumn);

¢ both pink and white varieties; Avens(Geumsp.)¢ brightly coloured with londasting flowers;

1
1
Mullein (Verbascunspp) ummer); 1 / 2f dzY o A Y S k D NJAYiliégiaSpi (eadl2symyfriend
1
1

1

1 Fennel(Foeniculum vulgaje Macedonian scabiougKnautia macedonida

1 Teasel(Dipsacussp.) - Goldfinches love Hardy Geraniums/Cranesbill§Geranium spp) in a mix of
their seeds in winter colours, blue, pink and white. These planparticularly blue

f Some Rudbeckia daisieswill add bold G NASGASa adzOK | & WYWW2Kyaz)y
colour too. mantle @Alchemilla molliswhich are particularly lovely plante

along the edges of beds.
1 Lenten HelleboreqHelleborus orientaljswill give winter and
spring interest.
1 Pendgemons:A semiwoody perennial with tubular flowers tha
last from early summer right through to late autumn.
1 [ I Ré Q& (Axhenfillatm8llis): attractive green flowers ai
leaves that flop over bed edges.
Also consider:
1 Herb species are great for pobiitors as well as providing food for ourselvesves,thyme,rosemaryoregano
/ marjoram andsage.
1 Native wildflowers add great colour and biodiversity inter&swvill be a great addition to flowerbeds. Son
may be crucial for different species of native biodiversity as food plants.

General list of shrub and tree spexs recommended for biodiversity enhancement:

Native Hedgerow Mix Species to Select From FIEGTITE 4 W ENEIENG & R (Rt

for Biodiversity

The main hedging species:is

1 Hawthorn/ Whitethorn (Crataegus monogyna T Plant @ 48 plants per metre

1 Plantin a double staggered row where

Smaller percentages of the following species: possible

1 Elder Gambucus nigja 1 Allow 1.52m width for a mature hedge
1 Blackthorn Prunus spinoga ¢ the wider the better!

1 Hazel Corylus avellana 1 Cuton a Jear cycle so that the it can
1 Holly (lex aquifoliun) flower and fruit

1 Privet Cigustrum vulgarg 1 Cut outside the bird nesting seasori'(1
1 Spindle Euonymus europaels March-31% August) unless for road

1 Guelder rose\{iburnum opulup safety reasons

1 Dog roseRosa aning)

Trees such as OakQgercus robyr Crab apple Malus
sylvestri$, etc. should be planted randomly along the length
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Wildlife-friendly tree species
Pedunculate oaKQuercus robyrg prefers
neutral/limestone soils
Sessile oak(Quercus petraeag prefers
slightly acid soils
Willow (Salix spp) ¢ good for damp/
waterside conditions
Hazel(Corylus avellarje likes neutral to
limey soils
Alder (Alnus glutinosi, good for damp/
waterside conditions
Aspen(Populus tremulpa
Silver birch(Betula pendula
Downy birch(Betula pubescens good for
damp/ waterside conditions
Yew(Taxus baccatecy 2 (i S
is the upright form (Irish Yew)
Holly (llex aquifoliurm
Rowan /Mountain ash(Sorbus aucupar)a
¢ flowers and fruit for spring and autum
interest
Whitebeam (Sorbus arin ¢ flowers and
fruit for spring and autumn interest
Crab applgMalus sylvestrisg flowers and
fruit for spring and autumn interest
Wild cherry (Prunus avium ¢ flowers in
spring and colourful fruit and leaves
autumn

aKIF G

= =4

1
1

1

Wildlife-friendly shrub species
Fruit bushese.g. the native RaspbernR(bus idaeysand
Blackberry Rubus fruticosysAlso Currants and Gooseberri
(Ribesspp.).
Ling heather (Calluna vulgaris - prefers acid/peaty soi
conditions
Bell heather(Erica cinerep prefers acid/peaty soil condition
Broom (Cytisus scoparijigerrific colour, blooming througt
April & May.
Firethorn (Pyracantha* - a very thorny climber, good for wa
cover with creamy blossoms in summer and colourful ber
in autumn. Different species have different coloured berr
ranging from yellow through orange to scarlet red.
Honeysuckle/WoodbingLonicera periclymem) ¢ a climber
with beautifully scented flowers, particularly in the eveni
when they attract nectaseeking moths.
Dog rose(Rosa caningg a climber with beautiful flowers ir
June and red rosehips in autumn.
Elder (Sambucus nigjag creamy flowers (mst important
ingredient in a very tasty cordial!) in June and black berrie
autumn Enly ediblewhen cookedgreat for jams and jellies)
Spindle tree (Euonymus europaels; strikingly beautiful
2Nl y3S aSSRa OFNNARASR Ayybt
KIFIGdaQ
Blackthorn (Prunus spinoga¢ featuring sloe berries ir
autumn
Purging Buckthorn(Rhamnus catharticjsc an uncommon
shrubc¢ the favourite food plant of the Brimstone butterfly
Alder-buckthorn (Frangula alnus ¢ a rare native alsc
favoured ly the Brimstone butterfly.
Privet (Ligustrum vulgare
Guelder rose (Viburnum opulug ¢ beautiful flowers and
berries.
Gorse (Ulex europaeusc the heady, coconut aroma of it
ONAIKG &Stft2o FE26SNR A& (

*indicates a speies not native to Ireland but neimvasive and wildlife friendly.

Selecting Plants

Point of Note
Use native plants including wildflowers whe q
possible

For native species; only use Irish provenal
stock

Reason

= =4 =4 -4 -9

Native wildlife has adapted alongside these specird so
they will typically support more wildlife than exotic species
It conservesour local flora

They are better suited to the Irish climate

It helps conserve local genetics

Minimise the risk of imprting new pests and diseases.
Supports local Irish growers
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Invasive Alien Species (IAS) are plants or animals th&tinteoduced and are causing problems for native

biodiversity.It is important that we can recognise the main IAS and take appropriate steps to control them:

1 Awvoidusing IAS in new planting schemes and where possible reeasting onesEncourage other |ad
groups, landowners and the local authgrib do the same.

1 Raise awareness of IASdsliveringtalksand posting orsocialmediaabout themand the problems they
cause

1 Carry out IAS surveys and submit records to the National BiodiversityCeatee and the local authority.

Species Problem(s)

Himalayan Balsanmnfpatiens I Can dominate riverbanks amiitcompetenative flora
glanduliferg
Japanese knotweed@llopia Can dominateiverbanks anadutcompetenative flora

1
japonicg 9 Can negatively impact built structures

Giant HogweedHeracleum 1 Can dominate riverbanks amditcompetenative flora

mantegazzianum T Can cause serious skin burns to humans

Giant RhubarbGunnera tinctorih. 1 Can dominate riverbanks amditcompetenative flora

Monbretia Crocosmiapp.) I Can dominate grassy areas and outcompete native ground flora

Spanish BluebelHyacinthoides 1 They hybridize with native Bluebells

hispanicaand hybrids)

Cherry laurelRrunus laurocerasyis  Can take over woodland and prevent native ground fl@rsaplings from growing.

Rhododendromponticum i Can take over woodland and prevent native ground flora & saplings from grow
Pheasant Berr{leycesteria i Can takeover native woodland and prevent native ground flora & saplings fi
Formosa growing.

Floating pennywort(Hydrocotyle ~ 1 Can grow up to 20cm per day and may quickly dominate a waterbody.
ranunculoide} 1 Forms thick mats which can look like lado be a danger to peopk livestock
1 Impedes water flow and chokes waterways which can make it difficult for boat:
and angling and can increase the risk of flooding.
1 Poses a threat to plants and fish by blocking light and impeding access to fish
feeding and resting spaces.
Curly Leaved Waterweed 1 Capable of forming very dense infestations in suitable hab&atscupying the full
(Lagarosiphon major water column in waters up to 6m deep with significant imgaan nativewildlife.
9 Serious threat to tourism, angling, boati&gpther recreational pursuits as well as
conservation goals.
Can produce a thick rafff vegetation.
A fragment as small as 5mm cang®w.
Poses a threat to plant& fish by blocking out light reducing oxygen levels.
proserpinacoides Can choke waterways so increasing the risk of flooding.
New Zealand pigmywee(Crassula Can regenerate from tinfragments& therefore easily takes over new areas.

t I NNE i Q@yrigpSyllumk S 1
1
1
1
1

helmsii) 1 Forms very dense mats which overgrow native plants and reduces light levels,
1
1
1
1
1

aquaticum Myriophyllum
brasilienseMyriophyllum

Currently only recorded from one site in Ireland.
Grows into a thick carpet which can egitow native species and clog waterways.
Produces a thick mat of floating vegetation.
Danger can lie when people alidestock attempt to walk on it.
The plants are so small, at no bigger than 2.5cm, that it can easily be transpor
on other plants as a contaminant.

1 Reduces oxygen levels in the water.

Water primrose(Ludwigia
grandiflora)

Water fern (Azolla filiculoides

25



The following is a list of some useful equiprhenhelp manage your wild habitat and carry out Citizen Science work.
Please make sure that any tools or machinery are only operated by suitably trained persons, that they are kept in go
repair, all necessary health and safety precautionsfalfewed, and that they are fully insured. The same applies to
any contractors hired to undertake works on your beh@lease note that due to Covid 19 it is worth considering any

other special health measur@esd equipment that may need to be taken whegrrying out community work

\2)

Wildflower Meadows

Polytunnel

Meadow
Cutting Tools /
Machinery

Seed
Harvesting

Seed Storage

It is useful to have at least one community polytunteegrowwildflower plugs from locally

harvested seedhat canthen planted out into localpublicmeadows. It is ideally located in a secur

place where dedicated person(s) responsible for managing the plugs can have acceSaitahte

venues include a community garden / allotment garden and in schools (where the pupils can ¢

some trays on as phof a school project). These can double up during the main growing seasol

fruit and vegetablgrowing

For larger meadows: consider using a local contractor with the right equipmeiitS NE A (0 Q

practical to get a contractor thesome ofthe followingmachinery/ tools may be considered:

1 Power scythe with hay rake and mimler or a buck rakéhis could be purchased in
partnership with other local groups or by Kildare County Council)

1 Brush cutte

1 Hand held sythe, hay forks and rakes

There are a few ways of harvesting your own wildflower seed. For most, it may be simply hary

seed by hand, in which case you will need something to put it into e.g. a paper yogurt cupoor ¢

pillow sack are ideal. To collemtrtain seed such agellow Rattle seed on a larger scale it would }

worth purchasing or hiring a leaf vacuum.

Todry the collected wildflower seed you can simply spread it out in cardboard box(ds3.4éed is

fully dry when collected it can also be stored in breathable pillow cases / sacks in a cool dry rc

Do not store in plastic bags or containasthe seedsaysweat andspoil

Everyday Habitat Management

Hand Tools

Hand Held
Power Tools

Safety
Equipment

It is useful to have a stock of general tools available for carrying out community volunteer day:
as tree planting, basic invasive species control of selected specie¥petcan always ask
volunteers to bring their own but it is useful to have sosparesThese will include: spades,
loppers saws, rakes, wheelbarrows, buckdtemp hammer, mattocketc.

Similar to the hand tools aboybaving soméand-held power tools for the group may be useful. /
cordless drill is probdi the most important of these. Other power tools may be available either
privately from members ¥olunteers or through rental hire as needed.

It is very important that all volunteers have the necessary protective clothing for the jobs being
carried out. Some of the basic equipment worth having a supply of inclufé&ziests, ear muffs,
gloves dust masksvisos and safety goggles.

Citizen Scienc& Community Events

Identification
resources
Bats

River
Sampling
Butterfly and
Bumblebee
Events

Moth
Identification

Bird
Identification

There are identification book®r all the common species groups and habitai$ieNational
Biodiversity Data Centralso haswatchesavailable from their online shop

Consider having few bat detectorgand torches!Yor bat eventsas most people may not have
one. TheMagneta Bat5 is a good starter model.

River samplingevents@a NB I & F2NJ FI YAt AS&a YR OKAf RNBY
buckets, charts and fishing nets.

Pollinator workshops and events are always popular to run during the summer. They are ever
better when there is a field element to it andist usefulto have a few butterfly nets and some
potting jarsto help identifyspecimens.

Anaher really great Citizen Science project is the identification of moths. It is useful for the
community to have (or have access to) a few moth light traps with suitable batteries and charg
and the identification guide books (both for micro and macratmsd.

For bird identification events it can be useful to have a few spare pairs of binoculars (although
normal to ask people to bring their own).
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Examples oWildflower Meadow MaintenanceEquipment

>

ol
P , cases us

ed.to store dry :

4

eis ) Largemachinery may be
edium sized ws g necessary for bigger meadow:

Examples oEquipmentfor Citizen Science and Community Events

Moth trap used to identify moths Swatches from the NBDC Butterfly nets

Did you knowThe NationaBiodiversity
Data Centre has taken in over 650,00(
species sightings as of November 202
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