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Getting Involved:

If you wish to getnvolved with any of the actions outlined in this Plplease contact either:

Celbridg Tidy Towns byFacebook https://www.facebook.com/celbridge.tidytowns/or
www.celbridgetidytowns.com

or
Kildare County Councdileritage Officer

Phone: 045 980791

Fax: 045 980835

Email: heritageofficer@kildarecoco.ie
Website:http://www.Kildare.ie/countycouncil/Heritage/index.html

If you would like to apply for LEADER funding towards implementing some actions in the
Plan, please email the LEADER tearm@m@countykildarelp.i@r call us on 045 895450.
You can also check out our websitgtps://www.countykildarelp.ie/

PhotographsPhotos used in this Plan are courtesy of memberSaibridge Tidy Towns, Dr
Fiona MacGowarSuzanne Behamnd Brian Gaynor
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¥ Introduction

=) CelbridggCill Droichiylis a town situated on thRiver Liffeyn County Kildare. It is 28n (14miles) west D“'-ﬂf.--

B of Dublin, it is located at the intersection of tiRt03and R405regional roads and also equidistant from ti§
Royal and Grand canals and main railway lines. Celbr&dtiee third largest town in County Kildare 93
population, with over 20,000 residents. The Irish na@ik Droichidnears he church by the bridg&hat [
relates to the Saint Mochua church in Tea Lane graveyard.

Celbridge grew up as a small village buiiting one bank of the river Liffey and up to around 1975 he i
population of less than 2,000 peoplat the time of producing this plarhé population stands at aroun (s
22,000 people. Excluding tiige main cities, Celbridge is the 16th largest towithie countryas of the 20165
census. :

Celbridge is steeped in history from its connections with Castletown House, Tea Lane graveyard,
Workhouse, mills, many notable houses, Celbridge Abbey, Arthur Guinness and Dean Swift just to§
few.

The town is wi served with numerous sporting organisations, dance and drama groups, communitS
social groups.

Celbridgehas traditionallydone well in the national Tidy Towns competition and has been awarded
silver medals in a row up to 2019.

Yg .,:‘

This Biodiversityction Plan aims to guide the local community and stakeholders in their efforts to p
and restore some of this natural heritage and maximise the benefits that nature can provide foedpée &3
of Celbridge The Plan is not intended to be a static dowent but rather to be regularly reviewed arjges
updated over its life. =

95~ ' ~ : !',.J,;ei. I e : ? "
A healthy natural world'is crucial to our way of I|fe it prowdc
o
us with clean air & water, food; shelter, and much more|




Process to Produce This Plan

At the end of 2019,Celbridge Tidy Towns submitted an
Expression of Interest to be part of an upcoming initiati
entitled the Kildare Community Biodiversity Projethe project
was an initiative between County Kildare LEADER Partner{*
and the Heritage Officer in Kilda@ounty Council. It was funde

by the LEADER programme for 2@DP0. Green Pine g
Consultants and Dr. Fionaa@lGowan were contracted to delivel,
the project. The team brought together qualifications in bioloc
ecology, botany, and landscape architecturewadl as skills in
working with community groups.

The project kicked off in February 2020 with a launch night in Newbridge Town Hall. There were over
people in attendance from the ten communities that were selected to take part. The project involved recc
visits to assess biodiversity in each community, as well as a sefreg @iublic training workshopsnd the
development of local Biodiversity Action Plabsie to Covid 19 restrictions, the training sessions took place
in September and October via @ Meetings. These werepen to all stakeholders and members of the
public with an interest in making tlrelocalitya better place for people and nature. During this procéss
views of all participants are sought during the workshops and through a gtiennaire.Several community
groups attended the training sessions and their input was invaluable to the production of this Plan.

What Is Biodiversity?

Biodiversity refers tahe variety and variability of aliving things including plants, animalsianobes, fungi
and people It also includeshe places where plants and animals likegwn ashabitats), the interactions
among living things (the web of life) and their environment (ecology).

Biodiversity is all around us, everywhere and in our everyiflayit forms complex systems thatistain life

on Earth.Each part of the system is important no matter how small or trivial it may seem to us. Think of it
as a puzzle; having a biodiverse system allows us to see the full puzzle but when we staove dédferent
pieces, or species, the picture loses important parts.

We rely completely onibdiversityto provide us withthe basic elements we need such @ean air and
water, food, fuel, building products and medicin®¥e also rely on it forth& I y& FNBS WwWa SNJI
nutrient recycling, pollination and water filtration ettt.is therefore vital that we rake space for nature in

our towns villagesand countryside for us to continue living full and healthy lives



Section 2:

' Bi odiversi
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Our Are

Celbridge was originally built on the bankdtw River Liffey but ha
spread well beyon se banks as it is within commuting dista
city. With a prouﬁory stretching back centuries, the town f
beautiful treasures of Georgian and Victorian architecture witf
Castletown House and Estate taking pride of place.

a beautiful wooded backdrop to the north of the tow

access to Celbridge residents to many different he

woodland to a hug expan vildflower meadow

that further details conservation si

WWW.NPWS.ie/f ‘

Celbridge has many sites of natu
heritage interest including the grounds
Castletown House, the old stone walls &
the River Liffey




Main Biodiversity Sites

Thee are numerous places of important biodiversity valu€albridge Thefollowing are some of the
mainonesin and around theown.

Site of Biodiversityinterest

‘ : Old Stone Walls and Buildings in Celbriddére historic stone walls and buildings in t
town are rich in different species of wildflowers and ferns that are specially adapt:
these conditions.

Castletown HouseStuated at the end of amvenue extending from the main street. It is Ireland's original
larged Palladiarcountry houseThe grounds contain some of the best publicly accessible hay meadows
country as well as mature woodland. The grounds also contain different ponds, streams and the migh
Liffey which runs along the southern end of the estate.

Celbridge Poor Law Union Burial Grounkhis is one of the most
important heritage sites in the town. It was used during t
Famine years as a burial site for some of the local people
perished during this period. The site was refurbished in rec
years and the new grounds management includes the creatior?
wildflower meadows which conserves an increasingly rare parg:
our natural heritage. This habitat is vital in our national efforts
conserve our native pollinators. The site also has rows of
(Taxus baccaterees which are an important part of the heritag
of Irish cemeteries.

Statue of the Virgin MaryThis site forms a focal point at the end
Main Street. The flowerbeds to the front of the statue are hig
decorative and visually appéng when in full bloom. Added to th
visual quality of the planting, the planting mixes include several pl
that are great for pollinators.

the main street to Castletown House, are home to many
examples of mature trees. These act as an important habitat §
many species of birds and other wildlife in the town. The extg
of grassland within tb grounds also offers the opportunity tqe
create wildflower meadows which would further enhance the si=

for biodiversity. :


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palladian

Site of Biodiversityinterest

River LiffeyThis river is famous as the river of Dublin city but before that it rises in the Wicklow Mountair
meanders its \@y through much of the plains of Kildare. Although not given conservation status, the Liff
font of biodiversity especially as it winds through the heart of the urban landscape of Celbridge.

Donadea Wood (pNHA 001391A2S 6 St Ay Y 20Mdi, kis forkst ostNSvwodderfd variety
mature conifers and deciduous trees. The site is a proposed Natural Heritage Area (pNHA) which
protection under Irish law for its biodiversity value. It is a Coillte forest and therefore therélis pacess al
year round so its biodiversity can be enjoyed by all.

Ballynafagh Bog (SAC 00039H1:raised bog of international
conservation value lying just 5km to the west of Clane, this bo,
a Special Area of Conservation (SAC). This site ésagood
examples of actively pedbrming bog sukhabitats along with |
cutover bog edged with scrub and birch and willow dominat
woodland.

Ui i §
Ballynafagh Lake (SAC 001387his SAC is a great example of an original-made site turning into a site
richin biodiversity. The site was originally constructed as a reservoir for the Grand Canal and is still li
the canal via the Blackwood Feeder. Over time the open water has filled in from the edges with a grea
plant species followed by a woadul variety of insects including beautiful Dragonflies, Damselflies
LNBflIyRQa 2yfeé LNRPGSOUGSR o0dziiSNFfteée &aLISOASa GK!
has a looped walk ensuring the public can also share in tlidifesiwvonders of the area.
Grand Canal (pNHA 002104); Royal Canal (pNHA 0021D&hridge
is in a great position being located midway between the Royal
Grand Canals. A jewel of a landscape feature to have on
doorstep, the canals really camiato their own as a wonderfu
ecosystem service during the pandemic with lots of locals wall
They are protected as proposed Natural Heritage Areas for |
KFoAdGrda IyR aLlSOASaod 1 002 N.
Grand Canal is a manade wateway linking the River Liffey at Dubl
with the Shannon at Shannon Harbour and the Barrow at Athy.
: : Grand Canal proposed Natural Heritage Area (pNHA) comprise
canal channel and the banks on either side of it. The canal system is made up of a ofifaches the
Main Line from Dublin to the Shannon, the Barrow Line from Lowtown to Athy, the Edenderry Branch, tf
and Corbally Branch and the Milltown Feeder. Kilbeggan Branch is dry at present, but it is hoped to res
it in the near future. Water is fed into the summit level of the canal at Lowtown from Pollardstown Fen, i
pNHA. A number of different habitats are found within the canal boundaheslgerow, tall herbs, calcareot
grassland, reed fringe, open water, sctuly R 622 Rf | Y R®Q

We¢KS w2el f Jmhdg lwaterwimylinking thelRiver Liffey at Dublin to the River Shannon
Tarmonbarry. There is a branch line from Kilashee to Longford Town. The canal NHA comprises th
channel and the banks on either sidf it. The main water supply is from Lough Owel (also an NHA) via a
channel into the canal at Mullingar. The ecological value of the canal lies more in the diversity of sp
supports along its linear habitats than in the presence of rareiggelt crosses through agricultural land a
GKSNBET2NE LINPOARSA | NBFdAS F2N aLISOASa GKNBI |



Castletown

Recent PrOgreSS Demesne won the

2018 Green Flag

A lot of work has been carried out irecent years already to Pollinator award

SYKLYOS 0KS (26yQa8 0A2RAOGSNBEAGED
of these:

T

Wildlife information boards have been installed at two key
sites.

Wildlife information boards were presented to the eight
local schools

CastletownDemesne won the 2018 Green Flag Pollinatq
award.
Bird boxes have been installed at various locations acrao
the town to increase nesting habitat.

A pilot scheme to manage grass mowing to support
biodiversity was carried out.

In December 2020, Celbridge GAA begun planting new
hedgerowsalong two of the boundaries within the grounds
In total, over2,000hedging plants were plantéd his was
one of the actions identified as geof the biodiversity
training carried out during 2020. The project was delivered
gAGK (GKS adzlJll2NI 2F GKS OKF
Pollinator friendly treesvere plantedat the Workhouse

Celbridge GAA
planted 2,000
hedgerow plants in
Graveyard the 202021 tree

Ongoingitter removaleventsfrom all local waterway

feeding into the Liffey rivehave been carried out. planting season
In autumn 2020, members of the local community took part
in the Kildare Community Biodiversity Project. It involved
three biodiversity training sessions (all online) and led to the
production of this Action Plan.



Wildlife of Kildare

Badger

Great Spotted
Woodpecker

Red
Squirrel

A collection of photos courtesy o #l
Kildarewildlife photographer
Suzanne Behan

Grey
Wagtail

Mute Swan




Section 3: A
C allto

Action

This is a shared plan of action for the town to build on the recent progress made to improve areas fo
biodiversity and to start developing other opportunities to maximiset®es y Qa Fdzf f 0A2RA
In doing so this will hopefully engage new people and groups in managing their local green space wi
biodiversity in mind. The plan h&sur main objectives, each with several targets and actions:

1.

2
3.
4

Objective 1:MakingCebridgewildlife friendly
Objective 2:Raising awareness of local wildlife and how to protect it

Objective 3:Collecting evidence to track change and measure success

Objective4: Build local capacity to manage and record biodiversity.




Objective 1. Making Celbridg e

biodiversity friendly

All types of land can be used to increase the levels of biodiversity in the town inclugdibfeatures and
green spaces. Each landowner whether public or private can also play their part in enhancing their lands f

biodiversity.
No. Action Who
111 Celbridge Tidy

1.1.2

113

114

115
1.1.6

Consult withthe OPW and Kildare County Council to explore the
opportunity to work with all landowners and stakeholders of Castletow
House and surrounding lands to enhance and increase visitor awaren

Towns (CT)T
Kildare Gounty

of the biodiversity value of the estate: Gouncil (KCC)
A. Plant semimature Oak Quercus roburto fill gaps along the visitor
vehicular road entrance to the Estate.
B. Plant native trees around the car park.
C. Develop and implement a strategic plan for the control /
eradication of Cherry Laurel within the Estate grounds and
woodland.
D. Contirue to manage the fields in front of the House as hay
meadows. Work with the Estate to deliver community wildflower
seed harvesting for use in local meadows.
E. Develop and implement a management plan for the wood and the
Upper Pond.
CTT

Continue to manage the wildflower meadows in the Poor Law Union
Burial Ground. Plan to plant rowan and crab trees along the back wall
along with spring flowering

Explore the opportunity to further enhance the grounds of Tea Lane

Graveyardor biodiversity:

A. Manage sections of the grassland within the graveyard as a bulb
and shortcut wildflower meadow.

B. Plant the roadside flower bed with pollinator friendly planting @ 9
11 plants per rhat p9 pot size.

Develop a themegbollinator / wildlife friendly waymarked trail along CTT& volunteers

0KS WAOGSNI[ATFTFSe GKNRdAAK / Sf oNR
would include the management of grass verges, roundabouts, planter
and flowerbeds and larger public green spaces /parks alongoiline

and the installation of waymarker information posts. Key sites along tt
route that could be considered as part of the initiative include:

1 The Mill, Celbridge Community Centre
1 Abbey Gardens and Playground
1 Riverview & River Lawns, Abbey Farm
1 Temple Mills House
1 Main Street
Continue to maintain the flower beds at the Statue of the Virgin Mary. CTT

Explore the opportunity to enhance the grounds of the Celbridge Abbt
Car Park fobiodiversity:
A. Manage the lawn space on the riverside as wildflower meadow,
mowing the fringe along the car park.
B. Replace selected shrub planting on the roadside with a
pollinator friendly herbaceous border

When

2021

2021/22

ongoing
Spring
flowering bulbs
planting 2020

Bluebells and
other suitable



No.

1.1.7

118
1.1.9

1.1.10

1.1.11

1.1.12

1.1.13

1.1.14

Action

C. Replace selected shrubs growing under the stahchature pine
trees (on the townside) and manage for native woodland ground
flora. Plant native bluebell bulbs in this ar@éis work commenced
in 2020 to clear some vegetation.

Explore the opportunity to enhance biodiversity within Donaghcumper
Cemetery including planting native climbers and hedgerows along the

boundary walls.

Usepollinator friendly planting in all containers and hanging baskets ir

the town.

Create pollinator friendly flower beds at key / suitable traffic
islands and roundabouts in the town. Examples include:
1 M4 Business Park roundabouinfill planting required

f w2dzyRIFo2dzi I @

{4 22t40FyQa

Celbridge Athletic Clubreplace shrub planting

The flower bed at the R403lane Rd/Shackleton Rd Junction is a goo

example of the visual and biodivg@ty benefits from these types of

planting schemes.

[ 2y 3

gl ff

f SFRAY3I TNRY-pldnativé 2 f a

climbers to soften view.
Incorporate natural play into the 2 playgrounds or surrounding green

space aWillowbrook Park (see Action 1.1.13) and Abbey Park (see A

1.1.10).

Explore the opportunity to manage the wider grass verges on approi
roads as wildflower meadows and for native tree / hedgerow planting.

Anexample of where to potentially start is the:

1 R405near the M4 Business Parkew native hedgerow with Oak
trees along the field boundaries (roadside)

1 RA449 infill planting along the banks with native trees such as Oak

Birch, Hazel, etc. Manage tivener verges as wildflower meadow.

Develop and implement a masterplan for Willowbrook Park. This plan

should follow best practice green infrastructure design principles and
include the creation of community friendbiodiversity habitat (e.qg.
wildflower meadows, community woodland, pollinator friendly
flowerbeds, etc.) and natural play.

Explore opportunities to enhance the grounds of The Milelbridge
Community Centre for people and biodisédy:
A. Install Swift boxes on the community centre building (see

Action 1.4.1)

B. Plant the tubs with pollinator friendly plants (see Action

1.1.8)

C. Redesign the car park area to make it a more people friendly

space.

Carry out pllinator planting and native tree plantiret Derrybeg Farm

Who

CTT &KCC

When

bulbs panting
2021

Grass mowing
plan pending
KCC cutting
contract

CTTflowering sub 2021

committee
CTT

CTTKCC
Masterplan

Pending KCC
feedback

CTTKCC

CTT1& volunteers
The Mill

CT1& volunteers
Derrybeg Farm

Spring 2021

2022

2021

2021

10



No.
121

1.2.2

1.23

124

1.25

1.26

Action Who
wdzy I WCNBS DINRSYy ¢NBS DAGSI gl CIT,KCC
Tree mix (whips only) to include: Rowan, Birch, Hazel and Wild Cherr

When
2021-25
(Feb/March)

Explore the opportunity to carry out the following habitat and visual ResidentsCTT, KCC 2021-25

enhancement works in residential estates in the town:
Plant native hedgerows or climbers against internal boundary
concrete walls and along the front boundaries of residential estate
in the town.
Manage sections of residential green spaces as wildfloneadows,
either bulb, shortcut or hay meadows. For bulb meadows species
such as Snowdrops, Bluebells, Crocus spp., Muscari, etc. can be
planted.
Create pollinator friendly planting beds by renovating existing shri
flower beds or creating new ones atitable locations in estates. The
management of these should be taken on by the local residents.
Plant copses of trees on residential green spaces and manage thi
grass underneath as bumblebee nesting habitat (left uncut). Plant
bulbs and wildflowers into thse areas to add colour and increase t
biodiversity value.
Install bird and bat boxes at suitable locations.
Where possible create a wildlife pond. Secure with fencing if
necessary.

Target 12 residential estates each year of the Action Plan to work wit
(all actions should be agreed with the residents). These can then act i
WOKI YLIA2YaQ gAGKAY GKS G2y TF2N

Explore the opportunities with the housing estates adjoining the Liffey
(Abbey Farm) about enhancing the green spaces beside the river. Thi
can include more tree planting and managing the grass as wildflower
meadow.

CTT

Replace the Leyland hedge in EIm Park witfative hedgerow mix and CTT& volunteers
manage a strip to the front of the proposed new hedge as wildflower

meadow by cutting and lifting-2 times per year.

Explore the opportunity, with the residents of the Grove @uwlrounding CTT& volunteers
housing estates, to develop and implement a masterplan for the large

green spaces. This plan should follow best practice green infrastructu

design principles and include the creation of community friendly

biodiversity habitat (e.g. wildflowemeadows, community woodland,

pollinator friendly flowerbeds, etc.) and natural play.

CT1& volunteers

Explore the opportunities to enhance the green infrastructure and .
P PP J Celbridge AC

biodiversity enhancement features in Celbridge Athletic Club:
A. Plant a native hedgerow along the front boundary.
B. Manage the grassland at the end of the grounds as a
wildflower meadow / small native block of trees with a
walking track.

Some work to
enhance river
area
commencing
in Oct 2020.
Commenced
2020

2021

Oct/Nov 2020
onwards-
initial
engagement
made

11



No.
1.27

1.28

1.29

1.210

121

1.2.12

1.2.13

Action

Explore the opportunities to enhance the green infrastructure and
biodiversity enhancement features in Celbridge GAA:
A. Plant a native hedgerow along the boundary of the
pitches beside the Tennis Club.
B. Manage the grassland under the powerlines angilaflower
meadow with a walking track (mown grass or hardstanding)
C. Augment hedgerow and boundary tree planting to allow for
potential impacts of Ash Dieback.
D. Plant a beech hedgerow along the fence boundary with St
t I GNAO1 Qa bl A2yt {OK22f ®
E. Install Swiftboxes on the club house
F. Develop a walking track around the perimeter of the
grounds that includes information posts about biodiversity
G. Replace the Laurel and Leylandii hedges with native or beect
hedging.

Explore the opportunities to enhance the green infrastructure and
biodiversity enhancement features in Celbridge Town AFC: and
Ballyoulster FA
A. Plant a native hedgerow around the perimetertbé grounds
where there are gaps in existing hedges or where there is no
planting.
B. Plant blocks of native trees on unused corners of the
grounds such as at the northern end.
C. Develop a walking track around the perimeter of the grounds
that includesinformation posts about biodiversity
Explore the opportunity to enhance the outdoor spaces of the St John
God campus that will maximise the social, health, economic and
biodiversity benefits for residents, staff and visitors.
Explore the opportunity to enhance the outdoor space within Grove
House to maximise the social, health, economic and biodiversity bene
for hospital residents, statind visitors.
Explore opportunities with local businesses to enhance their premises
biodiversity and maximise the benefits for their own business and
property needs.
Explore theopportunity to work with Celbridge EIm Hall Golf Club to
enhance their grounds for biodiversity. Introduce them to thel/land
Pollinator Plan specifically for Golf Clubs (available at
www.pollinators.ie/resources)

Maximise the potential of National School campuses for outdoor

learning and biodiversity including the following:

9 Develop dedicated wildlife gardens / outdoor learning
classroom spaces around the grounds.

1 Look at Sensory beds in school grounds for people with
learning difficulties and ADHD

I Manage sections of lawn space as wildflower meadows
including spring bulbs.

1 Plant native trees and hedgerows along the boundaries and
where space allows.

1 Install habitatboxes such as Swift boxes at suitable locations
on the buildings.

1 Include signage, made by school pupils as classroom activities.

Who

CTT1& volunteers
CelbridgeGAA

CTT& volunteers
Celbridge AFC;
Ballyousltef-A

CTT& volunteers

To be explored

CTT& volunteers

CTT

CTT& volunteers
Scoil na Mainstreagh
Scoil Mucha/
Aghards Scoil Brid
North Kildare
Primrose Hill

When
Trees 2020

Interested in
other
initiatives in
2021 and
going forward

20202022

2021

2021

2021

202021 for
tree planting
will take
trees.

Spring 2021

202122

12


about:blank
about:blank
about:blank

Target 12 Make thet2 ¢ y @vate lahdsmore biodiversity friendly

Maximise the potential of Secondary School campuses for outdoor

learning and biodiversity including the following:

1 Develop dedicated wildlife gardens / outdoor learning
classroom spaces around theognds.

I Manage sections of lawn space as wildflower meadows
including spring bulbs.

1 Plant native trees and hedgerows along the boundaries and

where space allows.

Install habitat boxes such as Swift boxes at suitable locations

on the buildings.

Include signage, made by school pupils as classroom activities.

CTT1& volunteers 2021

Participate in a Himalayan Balsam control project for the Riifezy
catchment area. The study should include other Invasive Species
recorded.

hedgerows in the surrounding landscape with new trees such as Oak,
Wild Cherry, etc. This will futuggroof hedgerows against the potential
impacts of Ash Dieback.

. Carry out a hedgerow resilience project by augmenting existing

KCC to lead;TT with 202125
neighbouring towns,

& other stakeholders

CTT and Kildare 2021-25
Heritage Ofte

Continue to developandp® Y2 GS (GKS G246y &
nesting opportunities (Swift boxes on existing buildings and bricks for
new developments including new residential and industrial sites), rais|
awareness locally of the issues facing the species and morgtexisting
and new nest box sites. Thssalready beinglelivered in partnership with
Wild Kildare who require local people to help monitor population
numbers.

throughout the town, focusing on residential gardens, and raising
awareness of it and other urban wildlife.

Carry out a Brimstone butterfiyroject: plant their larval food plant the
native Buckthorn bush and run a promotional event about the species
project. Source native Purging buckthoRh@mnus cathartica May be
suitable ground along river banks.

. Run a hedgehog conservatipmoject by developing hedgehog corridors

CTT1& volunteerslocal 202123
eNGOsKCC

CT1& volunteers 2021/22
Selected eNGOs,
Residents, KCC

CTT& volunteers 2021-25
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Objective 2: Raising awareness of local

biodiversity & how to protect it

It is important to raise awareness so that the public, community & residential groups, and businesses kno
how to help our wildlife.

Target 2.1increase the number of people within the community who are aware of the

local biodiversity and who understail the need to conserve it

LI NI 2F GKS LINRLIZASR Wt 2fft Ayl (2 NJ volunteers
focus on pollinators but also includeformation on other wildlife.
2 472 | Explore the potential for a series of urban looped walks around the town
connecting various sites of natural, built and cultural heritage. Any trail
should include interpretation of loc&liodiversity. Erect a central sign aboul
the Heritage trail.

Install a series of interpretation posts at selected locations along the Liffe CTT& 2021
2.1.3 Run a minimum of 2 wildlife related events (e.g. walks, talks, workshops) CTR

each year. This should use the results of the questionnaire in the back of volunteers

this Plan as a guide ftopics of interest and how to deliver them during

Covid19. Suggested events could include:

1 Wildflower seed collecting at the meadows in Castletown House

1 Wildlife walk of Castletown House
1 A wildlife walk exploring the biodiversity of the old town walls
1 Atalk about local woodlands including Killadoon Woodland.

These can be delivered as Celbridge only events or in partnership with o
neighboring communities where appropriate.
Use vacant shop front windows asticeboards on Main Street to display /

N
I

conservation issues.

2245 | Explore theopportunity to run a public open day in the grounds of Hewlett

Packard Enterprises to explore the meadows and woodland habitat creal

2/ 9yO02dNr 38 GKS D!l Ofdo G2 221 A
Support the great work beingelivered by the ACRE Project.

interpret the local natural, built and cultural heritage of Celbridge.
Continue to use local social media to raise awareness of local biodiversit CTT Ongoing

Target 22 Support education opportunities in schools at all levels

for schools and the Junidil-Ireland Pollinator Plan and are aware of all th: volunteers

resources available atww.pollinators.ie/resources
Support the local schools with wildlife events / activities. Where possible CTT& 202125

2,224 Ensure the local schools have copies of thdraland Pollinator Plan guides CTT& 2021

should utilise the different areas of habitat on the campus. This can be a volunteers
wildlife walk, talk, or workshop.
2.2, ef | Install signage to maximise outdoor learning about the different areas of CTT& 202123
biodiversity habitat on the school grousadThese can be created by the volunteers
school pupils as part of art class activities.
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Target 23 Provide clear information to different sectors within the community on ho

they can take actions to enhance their spaces for biodiversity

23.1

2.3.2

i)

Run a half day weed control workshop to raise awareness of the harmful

KCCCTT&

effects of herbicide use on human health and for biodiversity to different volunteers

landowners around the town. This workshop should also cover alternativ
weed contol solutions where weed control is hecessary and encourage a
OKIFy3aS 2F YAYRaSG Ay 20KSNJ aAidz
grow. Consider organising this event in partnership with other local
communities.

Participate in, and if necessary, help organise, a series of covidg/farm
talks (min. of 2 per year) that will positively enhance biodiversity in the

Collective of Co.
Kildare groups

landscape e.g. utilizing farm green infrastructure for the farm business, f¢ with Kildare

woodland grants, etc.@nmunicate the details of each event with the local
farming community.

Develop an Estate Mentoring Scheme for residential committees on how
they can enhance biodiversity in th&states. This would be similar to the
scheme run by Ennis Tidy Towns.
(nttp://ennistidytowns.com/project/estatementoringprogramme/).

Developt fAad 2F WOKIYLAZ2YAaQ FTNRBY NE
actions that improve their estates for residents and biodiversity who can
support other interested residential groups.

Ensure the different sectors within teommunity have copies of

the relevant AHireland Pollinator Plan resource guides e.g. sporting
organisations, faith communities, etc.

Post links to the Alireland Pollinator Plan guides on local social media ea
year.

Implement a policy of no Invasive plant species in new planting schemes
the town.

Engage wittKildare County Council to ensure that all new developments i
the town incorporate best practice green infrastructure design principles
(e.g. use of bioswales) and biodiversity features (e.g. Swift bricks, see
Action 1.4.1). Make submission to tllbridye Area Plan and County
Development t 'y gKSy AGQa dzLJ F2NJ NBOA ¢

Green infrastructure design should ideally be done at the planning and di
stage. Where plans have developed beyond planning, engage with the
developers about the benefits that greerfriastructure design can deliver fo
them.

Heritage Office

CTT& volunteers

CTT
CTT& volunteers

CTT& volunteers

202125
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Objective 3: Collecting evidence to

track change & measure success

To ensure that our actions are making a difference we need to gather a baseline of data on our wildlife an
then measure our success or labkreof against thisThis data can be gathered through regular surveys and
Citizen Sciencefforts. This plan setsut the following targets to achieve this:

Target3.1Build a baseline of data on local biodiversity and track changes

the uptake of newly installed Swifioxes. See with the Wild Kildare
www.swiftconservation.idor more information.
A CHOAEAGEGS 2AtR YAERINBQA Wazi
211l ¢/ | Develop ateast 2 bumblebee transects in the town and submit recor CTT& volunteers

Monitor the Swift population numbers in the town annually and CTT volunteers ongoing

to the National Biodiversity Data Centre (NBDC)

Develop at least 2 butterfly transects in the town and submit records CTT& volunteers
the NBDC

. Develop a greemfrastructure map of the town that identifies the CTT& volunteers

various green spaces and biodiversity features within the town. This

identify existing ecological corridors, and any gaps, that will help gui

future planning and development.

Liaise with Maynooth hiversity Biodiversity Group on this. The findin

of the habitat mapping should be incorporated into the Local Area P

Carry out a tree survey of the town. CTT, KCC

1

21l 7/ | Record all biodiversity records onto tBDCEncourage other
members of the community to do likewise.

ei 1l s) | Record and map all biodiversity actions delivered at:
https://pollinators.biodiversityireland.ie/

Carry out a detailed survey Willowbrook Park with Maynooth CTT& volunteers
Target3.2 Measure progress of this Plan on a regular basis

3.1.5

University. KCC

212 L | Setup a suzommittee that will be responsible for carrying out an 2021
annual review andteering the delivery of this BAP. This should inclu
representatives of different sectors within the community.
The subcommittee shall carry out an annual review of the Action Pla 2021, 2022 &
2024
Carry out a moreletailed midterm review of the Action Plan. 2023
Carry out a full detailed review of the Action Plan in the final year. Summer 2025
¢{ 257 | Plan for the updating / renewing of a subsequentéar plan to run 2025
from 20262030.
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Objective 4:Build local capacity to

manage & record biodiversity

The following targets and actions airo ensure thatwe have the resourceand capacityto carry out the
actions identified in Objectives3

No. Action Who When
Identify all wildlife groups active i@ebridge and make contact and offer
help / partner on local projects.

Identify sources of native wildflowers (this should include Yellow Rattl
as places for community seed collecticerihis can include other donor
sources in the county & country (i.e. certified native seed oe tre
suppliers)

Create an email list of local volunteers who can be called upon for
practical conservation volunteering events throughout the year such a
management of wildflower meadows, invasive species removal, tree
planting, etc. (ensure GDPRIidglines are taken)

Hold an event to communicate this BAP to the local community.

Participate in a meeting of all 10 Kildare 2020 BAP applicants to disct
opportunities for collaboration to deliver selected projects outlined in t
Plan.

Explore the potential of joining the River Liffey & Basin Trust and advc
for the loa@l area plan to incorporate strong policies that will achieve a
greater setback of future development along the River Liffey.

No. Action Who When

Install a community polytunnel at a secure location. This will be used !
grow all the town's flowers and plants for use in new community plant
schemes. This will create the opportunity to raise funds by selling nati
plants and pollinator friendly pigs.
Source meadow maintenance equipment for community use. Options
available are to 1) purchase equipment, potentially in partnership with
other neighbouring towns and villages; 2) work with the private sector
build up their capacity fomanaging meadows (hire companies and / or
local landscape contractors), or 3) to work with KCC for them to build
internal capacity / resources.

If working with other neighbouring groups then an annual schedule fol
use, maintenance /servicing planssimance & other costs should be
agreed in advance.

Buildup stock of biodiversity educational resources. Liaise with the loc
library.

Build up a stock of biodiversity recording equipment such as bat
detectors, moth traps, etc.

17



Mapping the Actions
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Section 4: Resources

It is not necessary to rmvent the wheelin order to deliver this planThere are numerous people,
organisations, publications and online resources available to achieve th@bgsibleoutcomes. Some of
these are outlined in this sectipralthoughthis is not intended to be an exhaustive listwliil alsobe
important tha as new information becomes available that this should be considered and actions deliverec
or adjusted accordingly.

Did you knowOf the 62,000 townland names in Ireland,
13,000 have reference to trees and 1,600 have some deriv:
2F WRI AN (K SForeram@ielill BagyKidare¥
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L Inks to useful online resources

The following is a list afseful links to guides on a range of common biodiversity subjects.

Subject
Bats

Birdwatching

/| KAt RNBy Qa
Activities

General Biodiversity

Issues
Habitat Boxes

Hedgerows

Interpretative Signage

Invasve Alien Species

Local Biodiversity
News

Nature Trails
Orchards

Peatlands

Pollinator Friendly
Planting Schemes

Pollinators

Recording Biodiversity
Reducing Herbicide
Use

Schools & Biodiversity

Link(s)

=& =4 =4 -8 -8 -8 _-a_-4_-a_-9_°

=

=

=& = =

= & -4 -8 _8_98_42_-9_4a_-.°_-2

=a =4 =a=a-a-a_-a_a_-42_-9_-2

= = =

https://www.batconservationireland.org/

https://kildarebatgroup.wordpress.com/

http://www.birdwatchkildare.com/?page _id=23
https://birdwatchireland.ie/irelandsbirds-birdwatchireland/

www.irishbirding.com

https://birdwatchireland.ie/ourwork/fun-learning/for-kids/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2020/03/kidsnature-activitiesselfisolation/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/funandlearning/

https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/

WWW.NpWS.ie
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/wordpress/wgcontent/uploads/PollinatotHowto-Guide
1-ALT FINAL.pdf
https://birdwatchireland.ie/app/uploads/2019/09/Nestboxefctsheet.pdf
https://www.batconservationireland.org/wp
content/uploads/2015/05/BClrelandGuidelines BatBoxes.pdf
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/wordpres/wp-content/uploads/PollinatorHowto-Guide
3-FINAL1.pdf

https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/content/files/conserving_hedgerows 2mb.pdf
https://63273-649646raikfcquaxgncofgfm.stackpathdns.com/wp
content/uploads/2019/04/HedgerowCasestudyASPaukBendfor-NewWebsite.pdf
https://mosart.ie/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/IriskHedgerowsNetworksfor-Nature.pdf
www.hedgelaying.ie

https://www.nature.scot/sites/default/files/201911/Guidance %20
%20Natural%20heritage%?20interpretation_1.pdf
https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/content/files/bored _of boards 1mb.pdf
https://pollinators.ie/resources/signagéemplates/

https://invasivespeciesireland.com/
https://www.fisheriesireland.ie/Invasiv&pecies/invasivepeces.html
https://www.facebook.com/WildKildare1437313092971392/
http://www.birdwatchkildare.com/

https://kildarebatgroup.wordpress.com/
http://www.kildare.ie/CountyCouncil/Heritage/Biodiveitg/
http://www.walkingroutes.ie/WalkingTrails/Kildare
http://www.irishseedsavers.ie/blog/wgontent/uploads/2014/10/CreatingAnOrchard.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_
ta/file/11466/1973262.pdf

http://www.wetlandsystems.iégoephow.html

https://www.theorchardproject.org.uk/

www.ipcc.ie

www.bordnamona.ie/transform/biodiversity

www.abbeyleixbog.ie

https://pollinators.ie/resources/
https://pollinators.ie/wordpress/wpcontent/uploads/2018/04/PlantingCode2018WEB.pdf
www.rhs.org.uk

https://pollinators.ie/

https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/recorebiodiversity/
https://greensideup.ie/16naturalalternativesto-herbicidewhy-you-shouldusethem/

https://greenschoolsireland.org/biodiveristy/

https://pollinators.ie/schools/

http://www.heritageinschools.ie/teachersesources/strand/livinghings-science/p3?2q=&c=
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https://www.batconservationireland.org/
https://kildarebatgroup.wordpress.com/
http://www.birdwatchkildare.com/?page_id=23
https://birdwatchireland.ie/irelands-birds-birdwatch-ireland/
http://www.irishbirding.com/
https://birdwatchireland.ie/our-work/fun-learning/for-kids/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2020/03/kids-nature-activities-self-isolation/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/fun-and-learning/
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/
http://www.npws.ie/
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/Pollinator-How-to-Guide-1-ALT_FINAL.pdf
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/Pollinator-How-to-Guide-1-ALT_FINAL.pdf
https://birdwatchireland.ie/app/uploads/2019/09/Nestboxes-factsheet.pdf
https://www.batconservationireland.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/BCIrelandGuidelines_BatBoxes.pdf
https://www.batconservationireland.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/BCIrelandGuidelines_BatBoxes.pdf
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/Pollinator-How-to-Guide-3-FINAL-1.pdf
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/Pollinator-How-to-Guide-3-FINAL-1.pdf
https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/content/files/conserving_hedgerows_2mb.pdf
https://63273-649646-raikfcquaxqncofqfm.stackpathdns.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Hedgerow-CasestudyASPaul21-Send-for-New-Website.pdf
https://63273-649646-raikfcquaxqncofqfm.stackpathdns.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Hedgerow-CasestudyASPaul21-Send-for-New-Website.pdf
https://mosart.ie/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Irish-Hedgerows-Networks-for-Nature.pdf
http://www.hedgelaying.ie/
https://www.nature.scot/sites/default/files/2019-11/Guidance%20-%20Natural%20heritage%20interpretation_1.pdf
https://www.nature.scot/sites/default/files/2019-11/Guidance%20-%20Natural%20heritage%20interpretation_1.pdf
https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/content/files/bored_of_boards_1mb.pdf
https://pollinators.ie/resources/signage-templates/
https://invasivespeciesireland.com/
https://www.fisheriesireland.ie/Invasive-Species/invasive-species.html
https://www.facebook.com/Wild-Kildare-1437313092971392/
http://www.birdwatchkildare.com/
https://kildarebatgroup.wordpress.com/
http://www.kildare.ie/CountyCouncil/Heritage/Biodiversity/
http://www.walkingroutes.ie/WalkingTrails/Kildare
http://www.irishseedsavers.ie/blog/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/CreatingAnOrchard.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/11466/1973262.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/11466/1973262.pdf
http://www.wetlandsystems.ie/goephow.html
https://www.theorchardproject.org.uk/
http://www.ipcc.ie/
http://www.bordnamona.ie/transform/biodiversity
http://www.abbeyleixbog.ie/
https://pollinators.ie/resources/
https://pollinators.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Planting-Code-2018-WEB.pdf
http://www.rhs.org.uk/
https://pollinators.ie/
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/record-biodiversity/
https://greensideup.ie/16-natural-alternatives-to-herbicide-why-you-should-use-them/
https://greenschoolsireland.org/biodiveristy/
https://pollinators.ie/schools/
http://www.heritageinschools.ie/teachers-resources/strand/living-things-science/p3?q=&c=

Subject Link(s)
1 https://www.eckilkenny.ie/images/Biodiversity Plan_for Schools.pdf
1 http://www.heartoftheglens.org/cms/wpcontent/uploads/2017/12/Teacher®utdoor
LearningResource.pdf

1 http://www.ipcc.ie/discoverandlearn/resources/
Swifts 9 https://birdwatchireland.ie/ourwork/surveysresearch/researctsurveys/swiftsurveys/
T www.swiftconservation.ie/
Tree Identification & | { https://www.treecouncil.ie/nativeirishtrees
Selection T https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BgemRFHRDRSVnh3bmxGOEVaMHc/edit
1 http://www.clarecoco.ie/services/planning/publications/tredesigrguidefor-towns-and
villagesin-co-clare-2017-28115.pdf
Wildflower Meadows |  https://pollinators.ie/wordpress/wpcontent/uploads/2018/04/Howto-guide Wildflower-
Meadows2018WEB.pdf
Wildflowers T http://www.wildflowersofireland.net/index.php
1 www.bsbi.org
Wildlife Ponds T https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/actions/howbuild-pond
i https://invasivespeciesireland.com/wpontent/uploads/2017/10/AQUATICS BOOKS.pdf
Woodland 1 http://www.woodlandsofireland.com/sites/default/files/Maagement%20Guidelines%20for?

20Ireland%27s%20Native%20Woodlands%202017.pdf

1 https://www.forestryfocus.ie/socialenvironmentalaspects/biodiversityand-nature-
conservation/biodiversityin-forests/conservatiorand-restoration/

1 http://www.woodlandsofireland.com/sites/default/files/Silvicultural%20Guidelines%20for%
Native%20Trees.pdf

T https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/wildlife-advice/howmanag-woodlandwildlife

Potential project funders

The followingable outlines some of thgotential sources of funding to help deliver the actions outlined in
this Plan It is also worth remembering other traditional forms of fundraising such as working with local
businesses, bucket collections, table quizzes, etc.

Fund / Funding Body Description

LEADERrogramme, County To discuss potential project ideas and the availability of funding, contact the County
Kildare LEADER Partnership C Kildare LEADER Partnership offices at (045) 895 450 oriefo@lcountyildarelp.ie
Website:www.countykildarelp.ie/

Kildare County Council For additional information in relation to funding for biodiversity and heritage projects,
contact the Heritage OfficerTel. 045 980791reemailheritageofficer@kildarecoco.ie
Community Environment Actiol Formerly known as LA21, this fund covers small community environmental projects.
Fundc Kildare County Council

CommunityFoundation for The Community Foundation for Ireland has funded biodiversity surveys and action ple

Ireland under their Environment and Nature programme.
https://www.communityfoundation.ie/insights/news/environmerdnd-nature-fund-2019

Heritage Council TheHeritage CouncBupports a wide range of heritage projects throughout the country

through our annuagrantsprogramme.

https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/funding

Waters & Communities Ther aim is to support communities and stakeholders in the delivery of local water qu
projects and initiatives and have an annual grant package available. Contact your loc
officer to discuss potential projects by searching:
http://watersandcommunities.ie/communitywater-officers/

Trees on the Land This charity aims to increase the amount of native Irish trees across Ireland.
https://www.treesontheland.com/
NeighbourWood Scheme This Forestry Service grant supports the creation and enhancement of riexe na

community woodland schemes over 1ha in size (up to 12ha size) including the
improvements to woodland facilities such as trail infrastructure.
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/grantandpremiumschemes/20
5/NeighbourWoodScheme240717.pdf

21


https://www.eckilkenny.ie/images/Biodiversity_Plan_for_Schools.pdf
http://www.heartoftheglens.org/cms/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Teachers-Outdoor-Learning-Resource.pdf
http://www.heartoftheglens.org/cms/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Teachers-Outdoor-Learning-Resource.pdf
http://www.ipcc.ie/discover-and-learn/resources/
https://birdwatchireland.ie/our-work/surveys-research/research-surveys/swift-surveys/
file:///C:/Users/fiona/AppData/Local/Temp/www.swiftconservation.ie/
https://www.treecouncil.ie/nativeirishtrees
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-qemRFHRDRSVnh3bmxGOEVaMHc/edit
http://www.clarecoco.ie/services/planning/publications/tree-design-guide-for-towns-and-villages-in-co-clare-2017-28115.pdf
http://www.clarecoco.ie/services/planning/publications/tree-design-guide-for-towns-and-villages-in-co-clare-2017-28115.pdf
https://pollinators.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/How-to-guide-Wildflower-Meadows-2018-WEB.pdf
https://pollinators.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/How-to-guide-Wildflower-Meadows-2018-WEB.pdf
http://www.wildflowersofireland.net/index.php
http://www.bsbi.org/
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/actions/how-build-pond
https://invasivespeciesireland.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/AQUATICS_BOOK5.pdf
http://www.woodlandsofireland.com/sites/default/files/Management%20Guidelines%20for%20Ireland%27s%20Native%20Woodlands%202017.pdf
http://www.woodlandsofireland.com/sites/default/files/Management%20Guidelines%20for%20Ireland%27s%20Native%20Woodlands%202017.pdf
https://www.forestryfocus.ie/social-environmental-aspects/biodiversity-and-nature-conservation/biodiversity-in-forests/conservation-and-restoration/
https://www.forestryfocus.ie/social-environmental-aspects/biodiversity-and-nature-conservation/biodiversity-in-forests/conservation-and-restoration/
http://www.woodlandsofireland.com/sites/default/files/Silvicultural%20Guidelines%20for%20Native%20Trees.pdf
http://www.woodlandsofireland.com/sites/default/files/Silvicultural%20Guidelines%20for%20Native%20Trees.pdf
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/wildlife-advice/how-manage-woodland-wildlife
mailto:info@countykildarelp.ie
http://www.countykildarelp.ie/
mailto:heritageofficer@kildarecoco.ie
https://www.communityfoundation.ie/insights/news/environment-and-nature-fund-2019
https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/funding
http://watersandcommunities.ie/community-water-officers/
https://www.treesontheland.com/
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/grantandpremiumschemes/2015/NeighbourWoodScheme240717.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/grantandpremiumschemes/2015/NeighbourWoodScheme240717.pdf

Useful contacts & sources

To help deliver the actions it will be important to work with a range of local and natitalasolder groups.

The following outlines some of these. It is worth remembering that there may also be local individuals ir
your community who have particular interests and skillsets worth tapping into to deliver the actions.
Remember that skills other than ecological skills can be an important asset when delivering certain actions

Organisation / Group

Kildare County
Councll

Kildare Public
Participation
Network

County Kildare
LEADER Partnership
CLG

Wild Kildare
Irish Wildlife Trust

BirdWatch Ireland
Kildare

National Parks and
Wildlife Service
All-Ireland Pollinator
Plan

National Biodiversity
Data Centre

Vincent Wildlife
Trust

Botanical Society of
Britain & Ireland

The Local Authority
WatersProgramme
(Waters &
Communitieg

CelbridgeTidy Towns

Area of Expertise

The local Heritage Officer is available to
discuss angrovide information on
biodiversity and heritage related matters
and projects

Public Participation Network$PNs) act as
an independent structure to facilitate publi
participation in policy and decision making
with the local authorities.

Community and voluntary, social inclusion
and environmental groups are encouragec
to join Kildare PPN.

If your idea is eligible in principle for
LEADER funding, a frct Development
Officer will work with you to develop
specifications of your project, help you witl
procurement, and assist in bring forward a
application for funding. Funding is availabl
in the following categories: capital, training
marketing, and aalysis and development
Local volunteeenvironmental organisation

National environmental charity covering al
aspects obiodiversity.
C2NJ AYF2NXI GA2Y 2V

Responsible for managing the IriSkate's
nature conservation responsibilities.
National Plan with the aim of creating
anlrelandwhere pollinatorscan survive &
thrive.

National centre for the collection, collation
management, analysis and dissemination
RFEdGF 2y LNBflIyYyRQa& o
National environmental charity with the air
of conserving and research into selected
Irish mammals.

National organisation thatqemotesthe
study, understanding and enjoyment of
British and Irish botany

A shared service working with Local
Authorities and State agencies to meet
obligations under the EU Water Framewor
Directive for the development and
implementation of River Basin Manageme
Plans in Ireland.

Local Tidy Towns group.

Contact Details
Tel. 045 980791 or email
heritageofficer@kildarecoco.ie

Telephone: 045 98M0
Email:admin@kildareppn.ie
Website:https://www.kildareppn.ie/

Telephone: (045) 895 450. Email
info@countykildarelp.ieWebsite:
www.countykildarelp.ie/

https://www.facebook.com/WildKildare
1437313092971392/

https://iwt.ie/

https://birdwatchireland.ie/

https://www.npws.ie/

https://pollinators.ie/

https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/

https://www.vincentwildlife.ie/

https://bsbi.org/ireland

http://watersandcommunities.ie/

https://www.facebook.com/celbridge.tidytowns
or www.celbridgetidytowns.com
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Bat Conservation An altirelandcharity that promotes https://www.batconservationireland.org/

Ireland the conservationof batsand their habitats.

Kildare Bat Group Members of Bat Conservation Ireland with https:/kildarebatgroup.wordpress.com/
particular interest in Kildare bats.

Kildare Animal A local norprofit organisation dedicated to https://animalfoundation.ie/
Foundation the welfare of cats, dogs and small animal
Irish Peatland A national charitable organisation with the| http://www.ipcc.ie/

Conservation Concil | aim of conserving and protecting a

representative sample of Irish bogs, and t

campaign on bogelated issues.
Kildare Community 4| This is a network of groups and individuals https://www.facebook.com/KildareC4CA/
ClimateAction who are working together for climate actio

and community resilience in Kildare. The

network originated as a result of the

LEADER dzy RSR &/ 2YYdzy A
P OGA2yé¢ GNIAYAYy3I LN
in 2019.

The AHlreland Pollinator Plan is
one of the best sources of
information on how to make our
community spaces better for
pollinators and wildlife in general.
Check out the resources section ¢
their website here:

All-Ireland

Pollinator Plan
www.pollinators.ie

https://pollinators.ie/resources/
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Habitat Management Guidelines

Wildflower Meadows:

Before creating any new meadows, it is important to consider and plan for the maintenance requirements
If the proper planning is not done at the outset it may cause considerable hassle down the linis. This
particularly important for the end of season cut of a hay meadow as the grass could be knee heigh
Remember meadows are managed landscapes! You will need to consider the following:

1 Who is going to cut the meadow?
o Is it volunteers, the local authority or a contractor?
o Or for larger meadows can it be conservation grazed?
1 How are they going to cut it?
0 Have they got the right equipment suitable for the site?
1 How are you going to gather and remove the cuttings froen ghie?
1 What are you going to do with the cuttings after they have been removed from the site?

There are a few different types of wildflower meadows that you may consider depending on your site anc
preferences. Each requires different management. We higted two such types of meadows here:

HayMeadows: Short Cut Meadows:

I Cut ¥2 times per year, once at the beginning of thl § Cut approximately every 6 weeks from rAgbril
season to remove any winter growth and a final cut through to autumn
mid-August to September (if there are late flowerinf 1 Mow thefringes along paths, car parks and roadside]
species then you may consider delaying tie) 1 Mow paths through larger meadows to encourag

1 Mow the fringes along paths, car parks and roadside people to use them
1 Mow paths through larger meadows to encourag 1 EUt up simple signs to let people know what you 3
oing
1 Increase species diversity as needed by harvesting |
seed and either oveseeding iton the grass after it hag
been cut or by growing the seed on as plug plants
planting out the following spring.

people to use them

1 Put up signs to let people know what you are doing

1 Increase species diversity as needed by harvesting |
seed and either ovesedling it on the grass after it ha
been cut or by growing the seed on as plug plants
planting out the following spring.

1 Control listed noxious weeds.

For more informatiorvisit the Allireland Pollinator Plan website and resources page

https://pollinators.ie/wordpress/wpcontent/uploads/2018/04/Howto-guideWildflower-Meadows2018WEB.pdf
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Designing and Planning for New Tree PlantingCommunitySpaces

Forthe creation of new areas of community woodlands, copses, avenues or individual trees on communit
aLl 0Sa GUKS Yz2ald AYLRNIFyd GKAy3 G2 NBYSYOSNI Aa
woodland creation projects and works on existing woodlg you shouldalways seek expert advice before
proceeding.

The following are some of the practical considerations that should help guide you in the design and plannir
for smaller tree planting projects:

Local Site Soil- is it very wet or free draining?
Considerations

Is the site designated (as natural, built or archaeological) or adjoining a designated site or site
of particular biodiversity interest? If so, check with relevant organisation for approval.
For larger planting schemes, do you need to prepare the site for planting?

Do you need to protect against rabbits / hares / deer?

Check for overhead powerlines or underground services.

Practical Design Consider safety and sightlineset back from primary paths in public spaces or at road

Considerations unctions
Consider whether antsocial behaviour is a problem in the area and manage for it in
advance

Where possible, include other community amenities as part of larger planting schemes
paths, outdoor classrooms, natural play, picnic tables, etc.

Consider neighbouring houses before planting.

Where possible, plant small groups of trees in public spaces instead of lots of individual
trees. This will be easier to maintain.

When planting trees at larger sizes you'll need to stake and tie them. Remember to
adjust tree ties each year and remove afteB gears.

Community & Consult with local community to gain support for the works. Be innovative with how you

Stakeholder engage local families and children in the development of the woodland e.g. dedicate a

Consultation tree to each family resident next to the project, carry out volunteer tree planting events,
develop ancillary amenities such as benches and natural play, etc.

Communicate the plans with the person or organisation responsible for maintaining the
green spaces (i.e. local authority, contractor or local volunteer) to avoid accidental
damage to the trees.

Agree a plan for managing around the base of individual trees to avoid damage from
lawnmowers and strimmers.

For more practical informatigrecheck outthe Trees on the Land websitettps://www.treesontheland.com/plantineguide
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Managing for Pollinators:
1

Think about their essential needsfood, water, & shelterg and try to provide these where possible
because just like us they cannot survive without them.

Use pollinator friendly perennials (and small shrubs sudaaender) instead of annual beddingapts

in flower beds and containers (see Appendix 2 for some options).

For butterflies and moths, consider the larval foodplants of these species. For exampietttaas the
foodplant for the caterpillars of 5 species of butterfly.

Minimise the use of herbicide for managing weeds. Where possible try to embrace these native
wildflowers for their visual interest and biodiversity value.

Check out the Aireland Pollinator Plan for lots of practical tips and ideas on managing for pollinators:
https://pollinators.ie/

,.l’
A,

o’

Didyouknowmn n ONR LJA LINR OA RS
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Planting for Biodiversity

Herbaceous Perenniatdall for the back of Herbaceous Perenniaishort for the front of beds
beds
f Japanese anemone@nemonex hybrid) 1 SedumW! dzi dzY(gutumig; e Q
¢ pink and white &gutumn); 1 Masterwort (Astrantia majoy (available in various shades
1 Verbena bonariensiflate summer); pink and white, long flowering fromummer intoautumn);
1 FoxgloveqDigitalisspp) (earlysummer) Yarrow (Achilleaspp) Summer intoautumn);

¢ both pink and white varieties; Avens(Geumsp.)¢ brightly coloured with londasting flowers;

1
1
Mullein (Verbascunspp) ummer); 1 / 2f dzY o A Y S k D NJAYiliégiaSpi (eadl2symyfriend
1
1

1

1 Fennel(Foeniculum vulgaje Macedonian scabiougKnautia macedonida

1 Teasel(Dipsacussp.) - Goldfinches love Hardy Geraniums/Cranesbill§Geranium spp) in a mix of
their seeds in winter colours, blue, pink and white. These planparticularly blue

f Some Rudbeckia daisieswill add bold G NASGASa adzOK | & WYWW2Kyaz)y
colour too. mantle @Alchemilla molliswhich are particularly lovely plante

along the edges of beds.
1 Lenten HelleboreqHelleborus orientaljswill give winter and
spring interest.
1 Pendgemons:A semiwoody perennial with tubular flowers tha
last from early summer right through to late autumn.
1 [ I Ré Q& (Axhenfillatm8llis): attractive green flowers ai
leaves that flop over bed edges.
Also consider:
1 Herb species are great for pobiitors as well as providing food for ourselvesves,thyme,rosemaryoregano
/ marjoram andsage.
1 Native wildflowers add great colour and biodiversity inter&swvill be a great addition to flowerbeds. Son
may be crucial for different species of na&tikiodiversity as food plants.

General list of shrub and tree species recommended for biodiversity enhancement:

Native Hedgerow Mix Species to Select From FIEGTITE 4 W ENEIENG & R (Rt

for Biodiversity

The main hedging species:is

1 Hawthorn/ Whitethorn (Crataegus monogyna T Plant @ 48 plants per metre

1 Plantin a double staggered row where

Smaller percentages of the following species: possible

1 Elder Gambucus nigja 1 Allow 1.52m width for a mature hedge
1 Blackthorn Prunusspinosa ¢ the wider the better!

1 Hazel Corylus avellana 1 Cuton a 3earcycle so that the it can
1 Holly (lex aquifoliun) flower and fruit

1 Privet Cigustrum vulgarg 1 Cut outside the bird nesting seasori'(1
1 Spindle Euonymus europaels March-31% August) unless for road

1 Guelder rose\{iburnum opulup safety reasons

1 Dog roseRosa caninpa

Trees such as OakQgercus robyr Crab apple Malus
sylvestri$, etc. should belpnted randomly along the length
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Wildlife-friendly tree species
Pedunculate oaKQuercus robyrg prefers
neutral/limestone soils
Sessile oak(Quercus petraeag prefers
slightly acid soils
Willow (Salix spp) ¢ good for damp/
waterside conditions
Hazel(Corylus avellarje likes neutral to
limey soils
Alder (Alnus glutinosi, good for damp/
waterside conditions
Aspen(Populus tremulpa
Silver birch(Betula pendula
Downy birch(Betula pubescens good for
damp/ waterside conditions
Yew(Taxus baccatecy 2 (i S
is the upright form (Irish Yew)
Holly (llex aquifoliurm
Rowan / Mountain ash(Sorbus aucupar)a
¢ flowers ard fruit for spring and autumr
interest
Whitebeam (Sorbus arin ¢ flowers and
fruit for spring and autumn interest
Crab applgMalus sylvestrisg flowers and
fruit for spring and autumn interest
Wild cherry (Prunus avium ¢ flowers in
spring and coloutfl fruit and leaves ir
autumn

aKIF G

= =4

T

1
)l
1

1
1

1

Wildlife-friendly shrub species
Fruit bushese.g. the native RaspbernR(bus idaeysand
Blackberry Rubus fruticosysAlso Currants and Gooseberri
(Ribesspp.).
Ling heather (Calluna vulgaris - prefers acid/peaty soi
conditions
Bell heather(Ericacinereg - prefers acid/peaty soil condition
Broom (Cytisus scoparijigerrific colour, blooming througt
April & May.
Firethorn (Pyracantha* - a very thorny climber, good for wa
cover with creamy blossoms in summer and colourful ber
in autumn. Different species have different coloured berr
ranging from yellow through orange to scarlet red.
Honeysuckle/WoodbingLonicera periclymem) ¢ a climber
with beautifully scented flowers, particularly in the eveni
when they attract nectaseeking moths.
Dog rose(Rosa caningg a climber with beautiful flowers ir
June and red rosehips in autumn.
Elder (Sambucus niglag creamyflowers (most important
ingredient in a very tasty cordial!) in June and black berrie
autumn Enly ediblewhen cookedgreat for jams and jellies)
Spindle tree (Euonymus europaels; strikingly beautiful
orange seeds carried in bright pink capsulels €aS R W (
KIFIGdaQ
Blackthorn (Prunus spinoga¢ featuring sloe berries ir
autumn
Purging Buckthorn(Rhamnus catharticjsc an uncommon
shrubc¢ the favourite food plant of the Brimstone butterfly
Alder-buckthorn (Frangula alnus ¢ a rare native alsc
favoured by the Brimstone butterfly.
Privet (Ligustrum vulgare
Guelder rose (Viburnum opulug ¢ beautiful flowers and
berries.
Gorse (Ulex europaeusc the heady, coconut aroma of it
ONAIKG &Stft2o FE26SNR A& (

*indicates a species not native to Ireland but Aamasive and wildlife friendly.

Selecting Plants

Point of Note
Use native plants including wildflowers whe q
possible

For native species; only use Irish provenal
stock

Reason

= =4 =4 -4 -9

Native wildlife has adapted alongside these specird so
they will typically support more wildlife than exotic species
It conservesour local flora

They are better suited to the Irish climate

It helps conserve local genetics

Minimise the risk of imprting new pests and diseases.
Supports local Irish growers
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Invasive Alien Species (IAS) are plants or animals th&tinteoduced and are causing problems for native

biodiversity.It is important that we can recognise the main IAS and take appropriate steps to control them:

1 Awvoidusing IAS in new planting schemes and where possible reeasting onesEncourage other |ad
groups, landowners and the local authgrib do the same.

1 Raise awareness of IASdsliveringtalksand posting orsocialmediaabout themand the problems they
cause

1 Carry out IAS surveys and submit records to the National Biodiversity Data @eshtree local authority.

Species Problem(s)

Himalayan Balsanmnfpatiens I Can dominate riverbanks amiitcompetenative flora
glanduliferg
Japanese knotweed@llopia Can dominate riverbanks amditcompetenative flora

1
japonicg 9 Can negatively impact built structures

Giant HogweedHeracleum 1 Can dominate riverbanks amditcompetenative flora

mantegazzianum T Can cause serious skin burns to humans

Giant RhubarbGunnera tinctorih. 1 Can dominate riverbarskandoutcompetenative flora

Monbretia Crocosmiapp.) I Can dominate grassy areas and outcompete native ground flora

Spanish BluebelHyacinthoides 1 They hybridize with native Bluebells

hispanicaand hybrids)

Cherry laurelRrunudaurocerasus q Can take over woodland and prevent native ground fl@rsaplings from growing.

Rhododendromponticum i Can take over woodland and prevent native ground flora & saplings from grow
Pheasant Berr{leycesteria i Can take ovenative woodland and prevent native ground flora & saplings fr
Formosa growing.

Floating pennywort(Hydrocotyle ~ 1 Can grow up to 20cm per day and may quickly dominate a waterbody.
ranunculoide} 1 Forms thick mats which can look like lado be a danger to peopk livestock
1 Impedes water flow and chokes waterways which can make it difficult for boat:
and angling and can increase the risk of flooding.
1 Poses a threat to plants and fish by blocking light and impeding access to fish
feeding and resting spaces.
Curly Leaved Waterweed 1 Capable of forming very dense infestations in suitable hab&atscupying the full
(Lagarosiphon major water column in waters up to 6m deep with significant imgaan nativewildlife.
9 Serious threat to tourism, angling, boati&gpther recreational pursuits as well as
conservation goals.
Can produce a thick rafff vegetation.
A fragment as small as 5mm cang®w.
Poses a threat to plant& fish by blocking out light reducing oxygen levels.
proserpinacoides Can choke waterways so increasing the risk of flooding.
New Zealand pigmywee(Crassula Can regenerate from tinfragments& therefore easily takes over new areas.

t I NNE i Q@yrigpSyllumk S 1
1
1
1
1

helmsii) 1 Forms very dense mats which overgrow native plants and reduces light levels,
1
1
1
1
1

aquaticum Myriophyllum
brasilienseMyriophyllum

Currently only recorded from one site in Ireland.
Grows into a thick carpet which can egitow native species and clog waterways.
Produces a thick mat of floating vegetation.
Danger can lie when people alidestock attempt to walk on it.
The plants are so small, at no bigger than 2.5cm, that it can easily be transpor
on other plants as a contaminant.

1 Reduces oxygen levels in the water.

Water primrose(Ludwigia
grandiflora)

Water fern (Azolla filiculoides
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The following is a list of some useful equiprhenhelp manage your wild habitat and carry out Citizen Science work.
Please make sure that any tools or machinery are only operated by suitably trained persons, that they are kept in go
repair, all necessary health and safety precautionsfalfewed, and that they are fully insured. The same applies to
any contractors hired to undertake works on your beh@lease note that due to Covid 19 it is worth considering any

other special health measur@esd equipment that may need to be taken whegrrying out community work

\2)

Wildflower Meadows

Polytunnel

Meadow
Cutting Tools /
Machinery

Seed
Harvesting

Seed Storage

It is useful to have at least one community polytunteegrowwildflower plugs from locally

harvested seedhat canthen planted out into localpublicmeadows. It is ideally located in a secur

place where dedicated person(s) responsible for managing the plugs can have acceSaitahte

venues include a community garden / allotment garden and in schools (where the pupils can ¢

some trays on as phof a school project). These can double up during the main growing seasol

fruit and vegetablgrowing

For larger meadows: consider using a local contractor with the right equipmeiitS NE A (0 Q

practical to get a contractor thesome ofthe followingmachinery/ tools may be considered:

1 Power scythe with hay rake and mimler or a buck rakéhis could be purchased in
partnership with other local groups or by Kildare County Council)

1 Brush cutte

1 Hand held sythe, hay forks and rakes

There are a few ways of harvesting your own wildflower seed. For most, it may be simply hary

seed by hand, in which case you will need something to put it into e.g. a paper yogurt cupoor ¢

pillow sack are ideal. To collemtrtain seed such agellow Rattle seed on a larger scale it would }

worth purchasing or hiring a leaf vacuum.

Todry the collected wildflower seed you can simply spread it out in cardboard box(ds3.4éed is

fully dry when collected it can also be stored in breathable pillow cases / sacks in a cool dry rc

Do not store in plastic bags or containasthe seedsaysweat andspoil

Everyday Habitat Management

Hand Tools

Hand Held
Power Tools

Safety
Equipment

It is useful to have a stock of general tools available for carrying out community volunteer day:
as tree planting, basic invasive species control of selected specie¥petcan always ask
volunteers to bring their own but it is useful to have sosparesThese will include: spades,
loppers saws, rakes, wheelbarrows, buckdtemp hammer, mattocketc.

Similar to the hand tools aboybaving soméand-held power tools for the group may be useful. /
cordless drill is probdi the most important of these. Other power tools may be available either
privately from members ¥olunteers or through rental hire as needed.

It is very important that all volunteers have the necessary protective clothing for the jobs being
carried out. Some of the basic equipment worth having a supply of inclufé&ziests, ear muffs,
gloves dust masksvisos and safety goggles.

Citizen Scienc& Community Events

Identification
resources
Bats

River
Sampling
Butterfly and
Bumblebee
Events

Moth
Identification

Bird
Identification

There are identification book®r all the common species groups and habitai$ieNational
Biodiversity Data Centralso haswatchesavailable from their online shop

Consider having few bat detectorgand torches!Yor bat eventsas most people may not have
one. TheMagneta Bat5 is a good starter model.

River samplingevents@a NB I & F2NJ FI YAt AS&a YR OKAf RNBY
buckets, charts and fishing nets.

Pollinator workshops and events are always popular to run during the summer. They are ever
better when there is a field element to it andist usefulto have a few butterfly nets and some
potting jarsto help identifyspecimens.

Anaher really great Citizen Science project is the identification of moths. It is useful for the
community to have (or have access to) a few moth light traps with suitable batteries and charg
and the identification guide books (both for micro and macratmsd.

For bird identification events it can be useful to have a few spare pairs of binoculars (although
normal to ask people to bring their own).
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Examples oWildflower Meadow MaintenanceEquipment

low cases used.to store dry
er seed -

‘necessary

Did you knowThe NationaBiodiversity
Data Centre has taken in over 650,00(
species sightings as of November 202
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Mood Board

Interpretation

Glens Great Grassland:
Glenariff Beachfront Meadows

A biodiversity sign, useful on sites with lots of natural
interest

Biodiversity interpretation post, a

Sculptures

A bespoke sculptural feature in Ennis Town Centre

relatively inexpensive option

b r\
An artistic willow weave sculpture on the
roundabout beside Kildare Shopping
Centre
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Wildflower Meadows

Encourage people to use them by mowing paths and
installingseating and breakout points

Fi

VLW il i g iR
They are great for natural play and add interest to
otherwise dull mown grasslands

: iy gt
They can be usd in a range of differen

settings to deliver multiple economic
social & environmental benefits

p

| .
i i .,

They area part of our cultural heritage
and landscape and can be used to
encourage tourism

Pollinator Beds

Use native wildflowers in mixes where possible as they
have added benefits for wildlife and theye every bit as

attractiveas nonnative species.

Perennial pollinatoffriendly plants add
visual interest, reduce annual work and
costs, and are great for wildlife.
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