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Getting Involved:
If you wish to get involvedith any of the actions outlined in this Plgrease contact either:

KilcullenCommunity Actionhttps://www.facebook.com/Kilcullencommunityaction/

or
Kildare County Coundileritage Officer

Phone: 045 980791

Fax: 045 980835

Email: heritageofficer@kildarecoco.ie
Website:http://www.kildare.ie/countycouncil/Heritage/index.html

If you would lile to apply for LEADER funding towards implementing some actions in the
Plan, please email the LEADER tearm@n@ countykildarelp.i@r call us on 045 895450.
You can also check out our website: https://wwwuodykildarelp.ie/

Photographs Photosused in this Plan areourtesy of members dfilcullenCommunity
Action,Dr Fiona MacGowarSuzanne Behamnd Brian Gaynor
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Introduction

Kilcullenis a residentialtown, with a populationof just under 4,000,within commutingdistanceof Dublin.
It isavibrantcommunitywith excellentfacilities- educational sportingandsocial.lt isalsowell servedwith
shopsandbusinessesnanyof whichhavebeenin businesdor generations.

A keyfeature of Kilcullenis the fact that the RiverLiffeyflows throughthe town centre. In fact, the town
grew up following the constructionof the first bridge over the Liffeyin 1319. Thename Cill Chuilinn(The
Churchof TheHolly)comesfrom the nearbymonasticsite where a churchwasfirst establishedn 486 AD.
Thereare other important historicalsitesin the area - the mostimportant being Dun Ailinne, the ancient
RoyalSite of Leinster.Kilcullenis surroundedby a number of large stud farmswhich are hugelyimportant
habitatsfor wildlife.

Onceonthe mainroute from Dublinto WaterfordandKilkennyit wasbypassedoythe M9 in 1994.TheLiffey
continuesto be an important focal point in the town and a hugelyimportant habitat for wildlife. Overthe
yearsriversidewalkshavebeendevelopedto allow accesdo the publicandthesewalkslink the town with
the wider countrysideandform animportant wildlife corridor.

. Kilcullenhas participated in the National Tidy Townscompetition for many yearsand has consistently
improvedscoresin the competitionin recentyears In 2019, Kilcullenwon a specialEndeavourAward, as

® the town in CountyKildarewith the highestoverallincreasein marks- a successhichindicatedthe great

~ work of a growingnumber of volunteersand the generalsupportfrom the overallcommunity.In recent §
yearsthe Tidy TownsCompetitionhas placedincreasingemphasison the environmentand Kilcullenhas %
embracecthis aspectfully. Thepromotionof Biodiversityandof Energyusearetwo areasthat arecurrently [
underdevelopmentwith plansin preparationfor the town. ATownDesigrStatementisalsobeingprepared
whichwill focuson future developmentof the town andhow this might bestbe donein a sustainablevay.

This Biodiversity Action Plan aims to guide the local community and stakeholders in their efforts to |
and restore some dhis natural heritage and maximise the benefits that nature can provide fopduple

of Kilcullen The Plan is not intended to be a static document but rather to be regularly reviewed and up
over its life. ;

u's Wlth c)ean atr/& water, food, shelter, and much more!

c

L TR




Process to Produce This Plan

At the end of 2019KilcullenCommunity Actiorsubmitted an
Expression of Interest to be part of an upcoming initiati
entitled the Kildare Community Biodiversity Projethe project
was an initiative between County Kildare LEADER Partner{*
and the Heritage Officer in Kildare County Council. & fuaded

by the LEADER programme for 2@DP0. Green Pine g
Consultants and Dr. Fionaa@lGowan were contracted to delivel,
the project. The team brought together qualifications in bioloc
ecology, botany, and landscape architecture, as well as skil
working with community groups.

The project kicked off in February 2020 with a launch night in Newbridge Town Hall. There were over
people in attendance from the ten communities that were selected to take part. The project involved recce
visits to assess tdliversity in each community, as well as a seriesesf public training workshopsnd the
development of local Biodiversity Action Plabsie to Covid 19 restrictions, the training sessions took place
in September and October via Zoom Meetings. Thesewpen to all stakeholders and members of the
public with an interest in making tlrelocalitya better place for people and nature. During this procéss
views of all participants are sought during the workshops and through a questionng@veral cmmunity
groups attended the training sessions and their input was invaluable to the production of this Plan.

What Is Biodiversity?

Biodiversity refers tahe variety and variability of aliving things including plants, animals, microbes, fungi
and people It also includeshe places where plants and animals likegwn ashabitats), the interactions
among living things (the web of life) and their environment (ecology).

Biodiversity is dlaround us, everywhere and in our everyday lifdorms complex systems thatistain life

on Earth.Each part of the system is important no matter how small or trivial it may seem to us. Think of it
as a puzzle; having a biodiverse system allows usadhe full puzzle but when we start to remove different
pieces, or species, the picture loses important parts.

We rely completely onibdiversityto provide us withthe basic elements we need such @ean air and
water, food, fuel, building products andedicinesWe also rely on it forth& I y& FNBS Wa SNI
nutrient recycling, pollination and water filtration ettt.is therefore vital that we rake space for nature in

our towns villagesand countryside for us to continue living full and hagltives



Section 2: »
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Kilcullen is set within a landscape that is rich in biodiversity startin
River Liffeyunning through the centre of the town. The town is p
between the migh icklow Mountains visible to the east and
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Kilcullen is home to some promine
mature deciduous trees, a historic
legacy of large estates and stfmrms
such as Castlemartin and Newabb:
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Main Biodiversity Sites

Thee are numerous places of important biodiversity valu&ilcullen Thefollowing are some of the main
onesin and around theown.

Site of Biodiversity Interest

River Liffey& the Valley ParkThis river is famous as ther of [
Dublin city but before that it rises in the Wicklow Mountains a g
meanders its way through much of the plains of Kildajss
Although not given conservation status, the Liffey is a fontjsass
biodiversity especially as it winds through the centre afflién 3
as part of the Valley ParKhis park has been developed by tl
community over the years and includes woodland, wildflo
meadow and ornamental planting that support a variety
wildlife.

The Bridge Community Farm & Nature Trallhe Kilcullen Nature Trail is an invaluable asset to
Kilcullen; it builds community, promotes the outdoors and wellness, and draws people into town tc
on the Main Street. Not only is the Nature Trail used by the residents of Carbphiliisalso extremely
popular with the broader community. Families with buggies, pensioners, and everybedwveen can be
spotted enjoying the river walk, garden, farm animaddl free and accessible in the centre of town. It v
ita few years ago as part a Difference Day with the help of 250 volunteers.

VS Kilcullen Residential EstateSeveral residential estates in the tov
have begun to manage sections of their green spaces as wildfl
meadow. These meadows dotted across the town are part of
national effort to halt the decline of this valuable habitat whi
supports native polliators, birds, and other wildlife.

Poulaphouca Reservoir (SPA 00406B)is is an artificial lake created in 1%4reate a hydreelectrical
power source. It was created using both the Kings River and the River Liffey. Nature has takentot
body of water ever since and it is now a Special Protection Area for the protection of Greylag gee
Lesser blackacked gulls.

The Curragh (pNHA 000392)he Curragh of Kildare long famed in song, story and legend is an a
landscape, likely to havbeen grazed for thousands of years. It features many areas of intere:
botanists and mycologists alike. The lack of fertiliser applications and its open grassy habitats ha\
there beingan interestingassemblage of mushroom species (fungparticular. Also,the grass and hert
species which grow there have, of course, long been known for producing fantastic horses as well a
Liffey Valley Meander Belt (pNHA 000393 small belt of Ash woodland along the banks of the R
Liffey just 1km northwest of Ballymore Eustace and 6km east of Kilcullen. This area is a small rer
what would have been the dominant type of native woodland to this part of Co. Kildarewddwand
merges with flood meadow habitat along the river featuring Meadowsweet and Flag iris giving an |
habitat types that would have been far more extensive in the past.



Recent Progress 'A

A lot of work has been carried out in recent yeargatly to enhance the

G26yQa O0A2RAOSNBAAGED® ¢KS FT2ff205A

1 An Informationeveningon bird nestboxeswas held in 2019 and
this was followed up with théstallation of 20 nest boxes across
the town in association with Wild Kildare.

9 Localresidens plantedover 70 trees on their land as a copse.

1 Kilcullen Community planted 700 trees as part of Kilcullen 700 in
2019

9 Pollinator beds were createalong the Curragh Road.

1 Native pollinatorfriendly plantswere included irKilcullen in Bloom
window boxes.

In autumn 2020, members of the local community took part in the
Kildare Community Biodiversity Project. It involved thibgmdiversity
training sessions (all online) and led to the production of this Action
Plan. Several of these actions have already been delivered between the
end of the training and the publication of this Action Plan including:

1 Inthe \{alley Park, thereation of wet planting greawith crossings 20 bird boxes were
on sections of the path where the natural springs ocgas .
commencedo allow water to drain away installed across the
i Thecreation ofa community garden which includes orchard trees, c c
olive trees, edible bedwas started town in 2019 in
1 Wildflower grass verges on the R448 at Nicholastavane partnersh|p W|th
prepared. . .
I 116m ofnative hedgerowvas plantedon the Naas roa¢h front of Wlld Klldare

the Bishop Rogan Park Industrial Estatel a further 75m were
plantedalong the northern section of the Dunlavin Road leading to
Newebbey Graveyard
f AWCNBS DI NRSywasNBIS DAGSH gl
December 202@vhere 300 native trees were
distributed amongst the community.
1 Over40 Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur) *
tree were plantedn the Valley Park.
9 Install Hedgehog retreats around thawn,
ideally in conjunction with the schools.
(1.4.3)

Fern ©

Fairy Fern is the green fairy
in charge of the beaut ful
. treesin The Valley |

\



Local actions have begun to make a big difference for
YAf Odz t Sy Qfor evam@eRnatieSrdEplariiing
wildflower meadows, pollinator friendly planting have &
increased the habitat for wildlife in the town




Wildlife of Kildare

Badger

Great Spotted
Woodpecker

Red
Squirrel

A collection of photos courtesy o #l
Kildarewildlife photographer
Suzanne Behan

Grey
Wagtail

Mute Swan




Section 3: A
C allto

Action

This is a shared plan of action for the town to build on the recent progress made to improve areas fo
biodiversity and to start developing other opportunities to maximiset®es y Qa Fdzf f 0A2RA
In doing so this will hopefully engage new people and groups in managing their local green space wi
biodiversity in mind. The plan h&sur main objectives, each with several targets and actions:

1.

2
3.
4

Objective 1:MakingKilkullenwildlife friendly
Objective 2:Raising awareness of local wildlife and how to protect it

Objective 3:Collecting evidence to track change and measure success

Objective4: Build local capacity to manage and record biodiversity.




Objective 1: Making Kilcullen

biodiversity friendly

All types of land can be used to increase the levels of biodiversity in the town includinéehbtultes and

green spaces. Each landowner whether public or private can also play their part in enhancing their lands f

Carry out thefollowing biodiversity habitat enhancement works within

Wl fE£S@ tIN]QY

Eradication of Himalayan Balsaitinis should be carried out as
part of a wider landscape approach for the River Liffey (see
Action 1.3.1)

Reduction of existing nenative shrubs osr the course of 5
years. Allow natural regeneration of native ground flora and
augment with native shrub / small tree species such as Holly,
Hazel, Rowan, Hawthorn, Buckthorn, etc.

Plant 50 no. Pedunculate OaRuercus robyrwhips throughout
the Park

Manage the wildflower meadow by cutting and lifting it each
year. Plan for this at the beginning of the year. This could be |
good location for a Heritage Week event demonstrating
traditional hand scything. Augment with native wildflower plug
(spring) and sed (autumn).

Plant a native hedgerow along the fence on the walk to
Newabbey Graveyard (this should only be carried out with the
prior approval of the landowner)
Construct bioswale(s) with crossings on sections of the path
where the natural springs occtw allow water to drain away

Explore theopportunities to enhance habitat within the library grounds
by carrying out the following actions:

Manage the lawn space as a short cut wildflower meadow in
consultation with the library. The fringes along the footpath
should be mown regularly to maintamsharp and tidy
appearance.

Create a community edible garden which includes orchard tre
an edible hedge around the perimeter and edible beds.

Carry outhe following biodiversity habitat enhancement and landscap
works at the Nicholastown Junction:

Lower the height of the shrub beds to restore the view onto th
Dun Ailinne sculpture
Manage a section of the grass as shortcut wildflower meadow

Manage wildflower grass verges on the R448 (Naas Rd & at Nicholas
by cutting and lifting them each year. Plan this at the beginning of the
year. This could be managed as part obasrall contract for meadow
management across the town. Augment with native wildflower seed,
particularly Yellow Rattle after it is cut and lifted.

Explore opportunities to manage other roadside verges around the to
and on approach roads as wildflowéch verges.

biodiversity.
No. Action
1.1.1 Cary
iKS
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.
1.1.2
A.
B.
1.1.3
A.
B.
1.1.4
1.15

Plant a native hedgerow to infill current gaps on the Naas road, easte
side, in front of the Bishop Rogan Park Industrial Estate. 116 Metres

Who

KCA/Newbridge
TT. Ballymore TT

KCA#1

KCA

KCA#1

KCA/Local Farm.

KCA/KCA#1

KCA#5/Kildare
County Librarian

KCA#5/KCA#6

KCA#2, KCA#3

KCA#2, KCA#3
KCA#2, KCA#3
/Pollinator Group

KCA, Pollinator

group
KCA

When

202125

2021-25 (outside
bird nesting
season)

Dec 2020

2021-25 (Aug
each year)

20212023

2021

Spring 2021

In progress 2020
2021
20212022

20212022
202125

2022

November 2020
March 2021



No.
1.1.6

No.
121

1.2.2

1.23

1.24

1.25

1.26

1.27
1.28

Action

Who

Plant a native hedgerow along the northern section of the Dunlavin Ri KCA
leading to Newabbey Graveyard including a couple of Oak trees allown

to grow to full height75mlength

Action
wdzy I WCNXBS DINRSY ¢NBS DAGSI
in Feb/March. Tree mix (whips only) to include: Rowan, Birch, Haz
and Wild Cherry.
Carry out the following biodiversity habitat kancement works at
Nicholastown Estate:
A. Manage the wildflower meadow and wildflower verges at
the front of the estate by cutting and lifting them each yea
Plan for this at the beginning of the year. This could be a
good location for a Heritage Weekent demonstrating
traditional hand scything and the use of vintage farm
machinery. Augment with native wildflower plugs (spring)
and seed (autumn).
B. Explore the potential to create a forest garden or native
community woodland to the rear of the estate.

Explore the opportunity to carry out the following habitat
SYKIyOSYSyi 62Nl a Ay b2fl yQa
with the landowner):
A. Replace the Laurel hedge with a native hedge that
incorporates edible plant species.
B. Plant a specimen OdRuercus robyrtree in the planting
bed at the entrance
Explore the opportunity to continue existing habitat enhancement
g2N)l a t2y3 GKS tAy{1SSy adaNBI"
n Putt (all actions should be agreed with the landowner):
A. Plant a native hedgerow along the perimeter fence leading
down to Kilcullen GAA.
B. Manage the stream bank and a strip along the top to grow
a wildflower rich grassland.
Explore the opportunity to manage areas under the copses of tree
on the large green space in Sunnyhill estate as wild grassy habita
Wildflower plugs such as Common Knapweed can be planted to a
colour and diversity (all actions should be agreed with tbsidents).
Explore the opportunity to plant native and pollinator friendly
climbers along the block wall in Newberry estate. Species mix can
include native lvyHedera helix Honeysuckle anByracantha Plants
to be planted @ 3/m. (all actions should be agreed with the
residents).
Manage the grass verge on Cnoc na Gréine Avenue as a wildflow
meadow strip. Maintain a mowgrass verge along the roadside.
Manage the wildflower meadow in Moanbane Park along the Naas
embankment by cutting and lifting it each year. Plan this at the
beginning of the year. This could be managed as qfzain overall
contract for meadow management across the town. Augment with
native wildflower seed, particularly Yellow Rattle after it is cut and
lifted.
Explore opportunities with the residents to expand the meadow an
plant more native trees on the lger green area.

Who
KCA#T Climate
action group

KCA#2, KCA#3

KCA#2, KCA#3 /

Nicholastown
Residents group

When
November 2020
March 2021

When
202125
(Feb/March)

2021-2022

2022

KCA/Nolans/Pollinatol 2022-2023

group

KCA/Nolans/Pollinatolr 2021

group

KCA to engage with

the Pitch n Putt

KCA#8 & KCA#9
/Residents assoc

KCA#8 & KCA#9
/Residents assoc

KCA#8 & KCA#9
/Residents assoc
Residents Assoc

202124

2022

2022

2022

2022

10



No.
1.29

1.2.10

1.2.1

1.2.12

Action

Manage the wildflower meadow strips in Hermitage Park by cutting
and lifting it each year. Plan this at the beginning of the year. This
could be managed as part of an overall contract for meadow
management across the town. Augment with native wildflower see
particularly Yellow Rattle after it is cut and lifted.

Explore opportunities with the residents of Hermitage Park to expe
the meadows, plant more native trees, and create areas of natural
play on the larger green area.

Explore the opportunity to plant a native hedgerow along the secu
fence within Kilcullen Tennis Club grounds along the western
boundary (town side). Tennis club /planniagplication in process to
revisit end 2021

Explore the opportunity to maximise the campus of Scoil Bhride fo
outdoor learning and biodiversity by:

A. Managing the lawn space on the front boundary as a wildl
gardenwhich could include a wildflower meadow, wildlife
pond (this should be made safe and secure), sensory garc
and signage (made as part of art activities)

B. Planting the bank on the boundary with Cross and Passiol
with native trees and shrubs. This shouldlude trees from
the following mix: Rowan, Hazel, Guelder Rose, Hawthorr
Holly, Spindle, & Oak+2only).

C. Work with school on their herb garden used raised beds /
containers at selected site in the grounds

Explore the opportunity to maximise the campus of Cross and Pas
College for outdoor learning and biodiversity by:

A. Creating a new pocket of native woodland on the north
western part of the grounds (above the soccer pitch).

B. Planting a native hedgerow along the boundary with Scoill
Bhride.

C. Creating an orchard (use traditional local varieties of fruit
trees only) and meaalv on the lawn area behind the new
portacabins. Extend the meadow to the soccer pitch side «
GKS LRNIIFOFoAya AT GKA& 3N
purposes.

D. Managing a 2m strip of wildflower meadow verge at the
base of the front boundary wall.

E. Infill planting in the pollinator friendly flower beds at the
front of the school. Use more pollinator friendly plants suc
Fda o6fdzS KIFNR& 3ISNIyAdzya Iy

F. Manage the piece of ground between Scoil Bhride and the
GAA pitches as a sestade wildflowe meadow.

Who When
KCA#5/Residents 2021
assoq; in progress

KCA /Tennis club 2021-2022

Scoil Bhride Green 2022
committee/KCA

Scoil Bhide Green 2022
committee/KCA/

Scoil Bhride Green 2021
committee /KCA

CPC Green committe« 2021-22
IKCA, & Scoil Bhride

11



Target 13 Make thet2 g y'drédounding landsnore biodiversity friendly

Participate in a Himalayan Balsam control project for the River Liffey KCA/Newbridge 2023
catchmentarea. The study should include other Invasive Species TT & Ballymore
recorded. TT/Kildare Co.
Co./LAWCO
Officer/Local
Angling
Groups/Inland
Fisheries
Ireland/National
Biodiversity Data
Centre
Carry out a hedgerow resilience project by augmenting existing KCA/Trees on the 2023
hedgerows in the surrounding landscape with new trees such as Oak, Land
Wild Cherry, etc. This will futuggroof hedgerows against the potential
impacts of Ash Dieback.

Target 14 Deliver speciespecific conservation projest

Install more Swift boxes on suitable locations in the village including KCA, Local eNGC 202021
further boxes on Scoil Bhride. This could be delivered as part of the  such as Wild
environmentNonD2 ASNY YSy G hNEBFyA&l A2y Kidare

box project work. Lobby for Swift bricks to be included in future

developments.

Install more open style bird boxes around the towrettcourage larger  KCA, Local eNGC 2021
bird species following on from erection of small bird boxes in 2020.  such as Wild

Kildare
Install Hedgehog retreats around the town, ideally in conjunction with KCA, Local eNGC 2020
schools. such as Wild

Kildae, Naas

Mens Shed

12



Objective 2: Raising awareness of local

biodiversity & how to protect it

It is important to raise awareness so that the public, community & residential groups,

how to help our wildlife.

and businesses kno

Target 2.1increase the number of people within the community who are aware of the

local biodiversity and who understand the need to conserve it

2,44l Continue the installation of interpretation posts at selected locations in tt KCA/KCA#1
Wl S8 tEN]JQ FYR Ff2y3 (GKS t Ayl someinprogress
topics: the natural springs, wildflower meadows, woodland plants and
animals, and local cultural and built heritage.
2,4l 22| Explore the potential for a looped walk around the town connecting KCA/Lions
various sites of natural, built and cultural heritage such as the Valley club/GAA/Soccel
Park, Nicholastown, Newabbey graveyard, etc. Any trail should include
interpretation of local biodiversity.
224l ¢l Run a minimum of 2 wildlife related events (e.g. walks, talks, workshops KCAg
each year. This should use the results of the questionnaire in the back 0 KCA#2/KCA#1/
Plan as a guide for topics of interest and how to deliver them during Cov KCA#4
19. They should atsinclude:
A half day practical workshop on the traditional uses of plants,
e.g. Dandelions. This ties ir
attitudes to Oweedsd such as
control them using herbicide (see Action 2.3.1).
0 Awildflower walk around the town which should include the

orchids at Laurelwood estate

These can be delivered as Kilcullen only events or in partnership with ot

neighbouring communities where appropriate.

224 il Use any empty /derelict shop fronts on Main Street to display / interpret i KG\#10
local natural, built and cultural heritage of Kilcullen. A good example of ti
GKS o0dzZ 0 ¢6AYR2¢6 RAALI I & 2LJ1aArids

2,451 | Use local social media to raise awareness of local biodiversity and Comms officer
conservation issues. KCA#3

2245 | Hold a Bat awareness event, erect boxes in partnership / conjunction wit KCAlocal eNGO:
Bats Kildare (Mad About Bats) aan educational evening on the same. such axKildare

Bat Group

2,4l v/ Host and take part in Daubenton's Bat survey event to set up an annual KCAlocal

survey. eNGOs such as
Kildare Bat
Group

2,4 sf | Host a Pollinatomformation event in conjunction with Kilcullen Mart to KCA/Kildare

raise awareness of biodiversity in agriculture. Heritage
Office/NBDC
24 ¢]  Incorporate Holly into the new welcome sign project for the town's KCA

approach road in view of its partintie2 6 y Q& y I YS®

2021

2022

2022-25 (time
of yearis
dependent on
each specific
event)

202125

2021-25

2021

2021

2021

2022

13



Target 22 Support education opportunities in schools at all levels

2,224l Ensure the local schools have copies of thdraland Pollinator Plan guides KCA/Pollinator 2021
for schools and the Junior AielandPollinator Plan Group
(www.pollinators.ie/resources).
2 wivs | Support the local schools with wildlife events / activities. Where possible KCA#2/KCA#1/ 2021-25
should utilise using the different areas of habitat on the campus. This car KCA#4
awildlife walk, talk, or workshop.
Install signage to maximise outdoor learning about the different areas of KCA 2021-2023
biodiversity habitat on the school grounds. These can be created by the
school pupils as part of art claastivities.

2.2.3

Target 23 Provide clear information to different sectors within the community on ho

they can take actions to enhance their spaces for biodiversity

2,21 Run a half day weed control workshop to raise awareness of the harmfu KCA/KCA#3/KCA# 2021-2023
effects of herbicide use on human health and for biodiversity to different
landowners around the town. This workshop should also cover alternativ
weed control solutions where weed cant is necessary and encourage a
OKI'y3aS 2F YAYRASG Ay 20GKSNJ &AGdz
grow.

Consider organising this event in partnership with other local communitie
2 i 2. Participate in, and if necessary help organise, a series of county wide fai KCA, Local organic 2021-25
talks / walks (min. of 2 per year) that will positively enhance biodiversity farms/suppliers
the landscape e.g. utilizing farm green infrastructure for the farm busines Kildare Co. Co.
farm woodland grantsetc. Communicate the details of each event with th
local farming community.

2.2 ¢ | Engage with the industrial estates about biodiversity enhancement proje KCA 2021-2025
they can undertake.
2o elii Ensure the different sectors within the community have copies of the KCA 2022

relevant Allreland Pollinator Plan resource guides e.g. sporting
organisations, faith communities, etc.

2, 2150 Post links to the Allreland Pollinator Plan guides on local social media ee KCA#3 202025
year.
Implement a policy of no Invasive plant species in new planting schemes KCA TBC
the village.

Engage wittKildare County Council on any new developments in the vills KCA/Pollinator 2021-2024
that they should incorporate best practice green infrastructure design Group/ Climate
principles and biodiversity features (e.g. Swift bricks, see Action 1.4.1). action group

This should ideally be done at the plannsigge. Where plans have
developed beyond planning, engage with the developers about the bene
that green infrastructure design can deliver for them.
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Objective 3: Collecting evidence to

track change & measure success

To ensure that our actions are making a difference we need to gather a baseline of data on our wildlife an
then measure our success or labkreof against thisThis data can be gathered through regular surveys and
Citizen Sciencefforts. This plan sets out the following targets to achieve this:

Target3.1Build a baseline of data on local biodiversity and track changes

<4<l | Monitor the Swift population numbers in the town annually and the KCA¢local eNGOs  2021-23
uptake of newly installed Swift boxes.

1
1

CFOAfAGFGS 2AfR YAfRIFINBQA Wa2id KCAWildKildare  2021-23

Develop at least Bumblebee transects in the town and submit recorc KCA#4 Pollinator 2021-2022
to the NBDC group

Develop at least 2 butterfly transects in the town and submit records KCA#4 Pollinator 2021-2022
the NBDC group

Survey the plant speciesithin the wildflower meadows at KCA#4 Pollinator 2021 & 2025
Nicholastown, Valley Park, Moanbane Park and the Hermitage Park group

Resident assoc

Survey the orchids found at Laurelwood estate and elsewhere in the KCA 2022
town.

Carry out abotanical survey of Newabbey Cemetery and its surrounc KCA 2022
walls

Record all biodiversity records onto the National Biodiversity Data ~ KCA, local eNGOs. 2021+
Centre. Encourage other members of the community to do likewise.

Record ad map all biodiversity actions delivered at: KCA /Murphy 20212025
https://pollinators.biodiversityireland.ie/ surveyors

Monitor bird boxes installed in 2020 around the town for successful KCA 2021-2025
nesting

Monitor Dipper boxes KCA, local eNGOs  2021-2025

Target3.2 Measure progress of this Plan on a regular basis

el 24l | Setup a stommittee that will be responsible for carrying out an KCA 2021
annual review and steering the delivery of this BAP. This sliocildde
representatives of different sectors within the community.
e} 2 22| The subcommittee shall carry out an annual review of the Action Pla KCA 2021, 2022 &
2024
Carry out a more detailed mitkrm review of the Action Plan. KCA 2023
Carry out a full detailed review of the Action Plan in the final year.  KCA Summer 2025
2125 | Plan for the updating / renewing of a subsequentéar plan to run KCA 2025

from 20262030.
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Objective 4:Build local capacity to

manage & record biodiversity

The following targets and actions airo ensure thatwe have the resourceand capacityto carry out the
actions identified in Objectives3

No. Action Who When
Identify all wildlife groups active in Kilcullen e.g. bird ringers seéimein  KCA 20212022
Liffey, then make contact and offer help / partner on local projects.
Identify sources (sites) of native wildflowers (this should include Yello Pollinator group 2022
Rattle) as places for community seed collectietiss can include other
donor sourcs in the county
Create an email list of local volunteers who can be called upon for KCA 2021+
practical conservation volunteering events throughout the year such a
management of wildflower meadows, invasive species removal, tree

planting, etc.
Hold an event to communicate this BAP to the local community KCA 2021
Participate in a meeting of all 10 Kildare 2020 BAP applicants to disct K\, KCC 202021
opportunities for collaboration to deliver selected projects outlined in t
Plan.

No. Action Who When

Install a 15m long polytunnel at the back of Bardon's pub (with KCA/KCA#3/Landownel 20202021
approval from the landowner). This will be used to grow all the tow

flowers and plants for use in new community planting schemes. Ti

will create the opportunity to raise funds by sellingtive plants and

pollinator friendly plants.

Source meadow maintenance equipment for community use. Opti KCA/KCA#2/ Ann/KCA% 2021
available are to 1) purchase equipment, potentially in partnership

with other neighbouring towns and villageand 2) work with the

private sector to build up their capacity for managing meadows (hi

companies and / or local landscape contractors).

If working with other neighbouring groups then an annual scheduls
for its use, maintenance /servicing plans,urence & other costs
should be agreed in advance.

Build upastock of biodiversity educational resources. Liaise with tt Library / KCA 202125
local library.
Build up a stock of biodiversity recordieguipment such as bat KCA 2021-25

detectors, moth traps, etc.
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Section 4: Resources

It is not necessary to rmvent the wheelin order to deliver this planThere are numerous people,
organisations, publications and online resources available to achieve th@bgsibleoutcomes. Some of
these are outlined in this sectipralthoughthis is not intended to be an exhaustive listwliil alsobe
important tha as new information becomes available that this should be considered and actions deliverec
or adjusted accordingly.

Did you knowOf the 62,000 townland names in Ireland,
13,000 have reference to trees and 1,600 have some deriv:
2F WRI AN (K SForeram@ielill BagyKidare¥
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L Inks to useful online resources

The following is a list afseful links to guides on a range of common biodiversity subjects.

Subject
Bats

Birdwatching

/| KAt RNBy Qa
Activities

General Biodiversity

Issues
Habitat Boxes

Hedgerows

Interpretative Signage

Invasve Alien Species

Local Biodiversity
News

Nature Trails
Orchards

Peatlands

Pollinator Friendly
Planting Schemes

Pollinators

Recording Biodiversity
Reducing Herbicide
Use

Schools & Biodiversity

Link(s)

=& =4 =4 -8 -8 -8 _-a_-4_-a_-9_°

=

=

=& = =

= & -4 -8 _8_98_42_-9_4a_-.°_-2

=a =4 =a=a-a-a_-a_a_-42_-9_-2

= = =

https://www.batconservationireland.org/

https://kildarebatgroup.wordpress.com/

http://www.birdwatchkildare.com/?page _id=23
https://birdwatchireland.ie/irelandsbirds-birdwatchireland/

www.irishbirding.com

https://birdwatchireland.ie/ourwork/fun-learning/for-kids/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2020/03/kidsnature-activitiesselfisolation/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/funandlearning/

https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/

WWW.NpWS.ie
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/wordpress/wgcontent/uploads/PollinatotHowto-Guide
1-ALT FINAL.pdf
https://birdwatchireland.ie/app/uploads/2019/09/Nestboxefctsheet.pdf
https://www.batconservationireland.org/wp
content/uploads/2015/05/BClrelandGuidelines BatBoxes.pdf
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/wordpres/wp-content/uploads/PollinatorHowto-Guide
3-FINAL1.pdf

https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/content/files/conserving_hedgerows 2mb.pdf
https://63273-649646raikfcquaxgncofgfm.stackpathdns.com/wp
content/uploads/2019/04/HedgerowCasestudyASPaukBendfor-NewWebsite.pdf
https://mosart.ie/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/IriskHedgerowsNetworksfor-Nature.pdf
www.hedgelaying.ie

https://www.nature.scot/sites/default/files/201911/Guidance %20
%20Natural%20heritage%?20interpretation_1.pdf
https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/content/files/bored _of boards 1mb.pdf
https://pollinators.ie/resources/signagéemplates/

https://invasivespeciesireland.com/
https://www.fisheriesireland.ie/Invasiv&pecies/invasivepeces.html
https://www.facebook.com/WildKildare1437313092971392/
http://www.birdwatchkildare.com/

https://kildarebatgroup.wordpress.com/
http://www.kildare.ie/CountyCouncil/Heritage/Biodiveitg/
http://www.walkingroutes.ie/WalkingTrails/Kildare
http://www.irishseedsavers.ie/blog/wgontent/uploads/2014/10/CreatingAnOrchard.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_
ta/file/11466/1973262.pdf

http://www.wetlandsystems.iégoephow.html

https://www.theorchardproject.org.uk/

www.ipcc.ie

www.bordnamona.ie/transform/biodiversity

www.abbeyleixbog.ie

https://pollinators.ie/resources/
https://pollinators.ie/wordpress/wpcontent/uploads/2018/04/PlantingCode2018WEB.pdf
www.rhs.org.uk

https://pollinators.ie/

https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/recordbiodiversity/
https://greensideup.ie/l16naturalalternativesto-herbicidewhy-you-shouldusethem/

https://greenschoolsireland.org/biodiveristy/

https://pollinators.ie/schools/

http://www.heritageinschools.ie/teachersesources/strand/livinghings-science/p3?g=&c=
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https://www.batconservationireland.org/
https://kildarebatgroup.wordpress.com/
http://www.birdwatchkildare.com/?page_id=23
https://birdwatchireland.ie/irelands-birds-birdwatch-ireland/
http://www.irishbirding.com/
https://birdwatchireland.ie/our-work/fun-learning/for-kids/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2020/03/kids-nature-activities-self-isolation/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/fun-and-learning/
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/
http://www.npws.ie/
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/Pollinator-How-to-Guide-1-ALT_FINAL.pdf
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/Pollinator-How-to-Guide-1-ALT_FINAL.pdf
https://birdwatchireland.ie/app/uploads/2019/09/Nestboxes-factsheet.pdf
https://www.batconservationireland.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/BCIrelandGuidelines_BatBoxes.pdf
https://www.batconservationireland.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/BCIrelandGuidelines_BatBoxes.pdf
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/Pollinator-How-to-Guide-3-FINAL-1.pdf
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/Pollinator-How-to-Guide-3-FINAL-1.pdf
https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/content/files/conserving_hedgerows_2mb.pdf
https://63273-649646-raikfcquaxqncofqfm.stackpathdns.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Hedgerow-CasestudyASPaul21-Send-for-New-Website.pdf
https://63273-649646-raikfcquaxqncofqfm.stackpathdns.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Hedgerow-CasestudyASPaul21-Send-for-New-Website.pdf
https://mosart.ie/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Irish-Hedgerows-Networks-for-Nature.pdf
http://www.hedgelaying.ie/
https://www.nature.scot/sites/default/files/2019-11/Guidance%20-%20Natural%20heritage%20interpretation_1.pdf
https://www.nature.scot/sites/default/files/2019-11/Guidance%20-%20Natural%20heritage%20interpretation_1.pdf
https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/content/files/bored_of_boards_1mb.pdf
https://pollinators.ie/resources/signage-templates/
https://invasivespeciesireland.com/
https://www.fisheriesireland.ie/Invasive-Species/invasive-species.html
https://www.facebook.com/Wild-Kildare-1437313092971392/
http://www.birdwatchkildare.com/
https://kildarebatgroup.wordpress.com/
http://www.kildare.ie/CountyCouncil/Heritage/Biodiversity/
http://www.walkingroutes.ie/WalkingTrails/Kildare
http://www.irishseedsavers.ie/blog/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/CreatingAnOrchard.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/11466/1973262.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/11466/1973262.pdf
http://www.wetlandsystems.ie/goephow.html
https://www.theorchardproject.org.uk/
http://www.ipcc.ie/
http://www.bordnamona.ie/transform/biodiversity
http://www.abbeyleixbog.ie/
https://pollinators.ie/resources/
https://pollinators.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Planting-Code-2018-WEB.pdf
http://www.rhs.org.uk/
https://pollinators.ie/
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/record-biodiversity/
https://greensideup.ie/16-natural-alternatives-to-herbicide-why-you-should-use-them/
https://greenschoolsireland.org/biodiveristy/
https://pollinators.ie/schools/
http://www.heritageinschools.ie/teachers-resources/strand/living-things-science/p3?q=&c=

Subject Link(s)
1 https://www.eckilkenny.ie/images/Biodiversity Plan_for Schools.pdf
1 http://www.heartoftheglens.org/cms/wpcontent/upload$2017/12/TeachersOutdoor
LearningResource.pdf

1 http://www.ipcc.ie/discoverandlearn/resources/
Swifts 9 https://birdwatchireland.ie/ourwork/surveysresearch/researctsurveys/swiftsurveys/
T www.swiftconservation.ie/
Tree Identification & | { https://www.treecouncil.ie/nativeirishtrees
Selection T https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BgemRFHRDRSVnh3bmxGOEVaMHc/edit
1 http://www.clarecoco.ie/services/planning/publications/tredesigrguidefor-towns-and
villagesin-co-clare-2017-28115.pdf
Wildflower Meadows |  https://pollinators.ie/wordpress/wpcontent/uploads/2018/04/Howto-guide Wildflower-
Meadows2018WEB.pdf
Wildflowers T http://www.wildflowersofireland.net/index.php
1 www.bsbi.org
Wildlife Ponds T https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/actions/howbuild-pond
i https://invasivespeciesireland.com/wpontent/uploads/2017/10/AQUATICS BOOKS.pdf
Woodland 1 http://www.woodlandsofireland.com/sites/default/files/Maagement%20Guidelines%20for?

20Ireland%27s%20Native%20Woodlands%202017.pdf

1 https://www.forestryfocus.ie/socialenvironmentalaspects/biodiversityand-nature-
conservation/biodiversityin-forests/conservatiorand-restoration/

1 http://www.woodlandsofireland.com/sites/default/files/Silvicultural%20Guidelines%20for%
Native%20Trees.pdf

T https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/wildlife-advice/howmanag-woodlandwildlife

Potential project funders

The followingable outlines some of thgotential sources of funding to help deliver the actions outlined in
this Plan It is also worth remembering other traditional forms of fundraising such as working with local
businesses, bucket collections, table quizzes, etc.

Fund / Funding Body Description

LEADERrogramme, County To discuss potential project ideas and the availability of funding, contact the County
Kildare LEADER Partnership C Kildare LEADER Partnership offices at (045) 895 450 oriefo@lcountyildarelp.ie
Website:www.countykildarelp.ie/

Kildare County Council For additional information in relation to funding for biodiversity and heritage projects,
contact the Heritage OfficerTel. 045 980791reemailheritageofficer@kildarecoco.ie
Community Environment Actiol Formerly known as LA21, this fund covers small community environmental projects.
Fundc Kildare County Council

CommunityFoundation for The Community Foundation for Ireland has funded biodiversity surveys and action ple

Ireland under their Environment and Nature programme.
https://www.communityfoundation.ie/insights/news/environmerdnd-nature-fund-2019

Heritage Council TheHeritage CouncBupports a wide range of heritage projects throughout the country

through our annuagrantsprogramme.

https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/funding

Waters & Communities Ther aim is to support communities and stakeholders in the delivery of local water qu
projects and initiatives and have an annual grant package available. Contact your loc
officer to discuss potential projects by searching:
http://watersandcommunities.ie/communitywater-officers/

Trees on the Land This charity aims to increase the amount of native Irish trees across Ireland.
https://www.treesontheland.com/
NeighbourWood Scheme This Forestry Service grant supports the creation and enhancement of riexe na

community woodland schemes over 1ha in size (up to 12ha size) including the
improvements to woodland facilities such as trail infrastructure.
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/grantandpremiumschemes/20
5/NeighbourWoodScheme240717.pdf
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https://www.eckilkenny.ie/images/Biodiversity_Plan_for_Schools.pdf
http://www.heartoftheglens.org/cms/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Teachers-Outdoor-Learning-Resource.pdf
http://www.heartoftheglens.org/cms/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Teachers-Outdoor-Learning-Resource.pdf
http://www.ipcc.ie/discover-and-learn/resources/
https://birdwatchireland.ie/our-work/surveys-research/research-surveys/swift-surveys/
file:///C:/Users/fiona/AppData/Local/Temp/www.swiftconservation.ie/
https://www.treecouncil.ie/nativeirishtrees
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-qemRFHRDRSVnh3bmxGOEVaMHc/edit
http://www.clarecoco.ie/services/planning/publications/tree-design-guide-for-towns-and-villages-in-co-clare-2017-28115.pdf
http://www.clarecoco.ie/services/planning/publications/tree-design-guide-for-towns-and-villages-in-co-clare-2017-28115.pdf
https://pollinators.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/How-to-guide-Wildflower-Meadows-2018-WEB.pdf
https://pollinators.ie/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/How-to-guide-Wildflower-Meadows-2018-WEB.pdf
http://www.wildflowersofireland.net/index.php
http://www.bsbi.org/
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/actions/how-build-pond
https://invasivespeciesireland.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/AQUATICS_BOOK5.pdf
http://www.woodlandsofireland.com/sites/default/files/Management%20Guidelines%20for%20Ireland%27s%20Native%20Woodlands%202017.pdf
http://www.woodlandsofireland.com/sites/default/files/Management%20Guidelines%20for%20Ireland%27s%20Native%20Woodlands%202017.pdf
https://www.forestryfocus.ie/social-environmental-aspects/biodiversity-and-nature-conservation/biodiversity-in-forests/conservation-and-restoration/
https://www.forestryfocus.ie/social-environmental-aspects/biodiversity-and-nature-conservation/biodiversity-in-forests/conservation-and-restoration/
http://www.woodlandsofireland.com/sites/default/files/Silvicultural%20Guidelines%20for%20Native%20Trees.pdf
http://www.woodlandsofireland.com/sites/default/files/Silvicultural%20Guidelines%20for%20Native%20Trees.pdf
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/wildlife-advice/how-manage-woodland-wildlife
mailto:info@countykildarelp.ie
http://www.countykildarelp.ie/
mailto:heritageofficer@kildarecoco.ie
https://www.communityfoundation.ie/insights/news/environment-and-nature-fund-2019
https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/funding
http://watersandcommunities.ie/community-water-officers/
https://www.treesontheland.com/
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/grantandpremiumschemes/2015/NeighbourWoodScheme240717.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/forestry/grantandpremiumschemes/2015/NeighbourWoodScheme240717.pdf

Useful contacts & sources

To help deliver the actions it will be important to work with a range of local and natitalasolder groups.

The following outlines some of these. It is worth remembering that there may also be local individuals ir
your community who have particular interests and skillsets worth tapping into to deliver the actions.
Remember that skills other than ecological skills can be an important asset when delivering certain actions

Organisation / Area of Expertise Contact Details

Group

Kildare County The local Heritage Officer is available t Tel. 045 980791 or emdikritageofficer@kildarecoco.ie
Council discuss angbrovide information on

biodiversity and heritage related
matters and projects

Kildare Public Public Participation Network®PNs) act Telephone: 045 980
Participation as an independent structure to facilitat¢ Email:admin@kildareppn.ie
Network public participation in policy and Website:https://www.kildareppn.ie/
decision making with the local
authorities.

Community and voluntary, social
inclusion, and environmental groups ar
encouraged to join Kildare PPN.
County Kildare If your idea is eligible in principle for Telephone: (045) 895 450. Emafio@countykildarelp.ie
LEADER LEADER funding, a fct Development | Website:www.countykildarelp.ie/
Partnership CLG | Officer will work with you to develop
specifications of your project, help you
with procurement, and assist in bring
forward an application for funding.
Funding is available in the following
categories: capital, training, marketing,
and aralysis and development
Wild Kildare Local volunteeenvironmental https://www.facebook.com/WildKildare
organisation. 1437313092971392/
Irish Wildlife Trust | National environmental charity coverin¢ https://iwt.ie/
all aspects obiodiversity.
BirdWatch Ireland | C2 NJ Ay F2 NX | (A 2y 2\ https:/birdwatchireland.ie/

Kildare
National Parks and Responsible for managing the Irish https://www.npws.ie/
Wildlife Service State's nature conservation
responsibilities.
All-Ireland National Plan with the aim of creating | https://pollinators.ie/
Pollinator Plan anIrelandwhere pollinatorscan survive
& thrive.
National National centre for the collection, https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/
Biodiversity Data @ collation, management, analysis and
Centre RAZASYAYIlLGA2Yy 2F |
biological diversity.
Vincent Wildlife National environmental charity with the https://www.vincentwildlife.ie/
Trust aim ofconserving and research into

selected Irish mammals.
Botanical Society | National organisation thatnemotesthe | https://bsbi.org/ireland
of Britain & Ireland | study, understanding and enjoyment of

British and Irish botany

The Local A shared service working with Local http://watersandcommunities.ie/
Authority Waters | Authorities and State agencies to meet
Programme obligations under the EU Water
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mailto:heritageofficer@kildarecoco.ie
mailto:admin@kildareppn.ie
https://www.kildareppn.ie/
mailto:info@countykildarelp.ie
http://www.countykildarelp.ie/
https://www.facebook.com/Wild-Kildare-1437313092971392/
https://www.facebook.com/Wild-Kildare-1437313092971392/
https://iwt.ie/
https://birdwatchireland.ie/
https://www.npws.ie/
https://pollinators.ie/
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/
https://www.vincentwildlife.ie/
https://bsbi.org/ireland
http://watersandcommunities.ie/

(Waters &
Communitieg

Kilcullen
Community Action
Group

Kilcullen Pollinator
Group

Bat Conservation
Ireland

Kildare Bat Group

Kildare Animal
Foundation

Irish Peatland
Conservation
Council

Kildare Community
4 Climate Action

All-Ireland

Pollinator Plan
www.pollinators.ie

Framework Directive for the
development and implementation of
River Basin Management Plans

Ireland.

Local community group. https://www.facebook.com/Kilcullencommmityaction
Local wildlife group. Kilcullenpollinatorgroup@gmail.com

An alHrelandcharity that promotes https://www.batconservationireland.org/

the conservationof batsand their

habitats.

Members of Bat Conservation Ireland | https://kildarebatgroup.wordpress.com/
with a particular interest in Kildare bats

A local norprofit organisation https://animalfoundation.ie/

dedicated to the welfare of cats, dogs

and small animals.

A national charitable organisation with | http://www.ipcc.ie/

the aim of conserving and protecting a

representative sample of Irish bogs, an

to campaign on bogelatedissues.

This is a network of groups and https://www.facebook.com/KildareCACA/
individuals who are working together fc

climate action and community resilienc

in Kildare. The network originated as a

result of the LEADEfRnded

G/ 2YYdzyAGASEa n [,

programme that was held in 2019.

The AHlreland Pollinator Plan is
one of the best sources of
information on how to make our
community spaces better for
pollinators and wildlife in general.
Check out the resources section ¢
their website here:

https://pollinators.ie/resources/
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Hab itat ManagementGuidelines

Wildflower Meadows:

Before creating any new meadows, it is important to consider and plan for the maintenance requirements
If the proper planning isiot done at the outset it may cause considerable hassle down the Time is
particularly important for the end of season cut of a hay meadow as the g@ds be knee height.
Remember meadows are managed landscapes! You will need to consider the following:

1 Who is going to cut the meadow?
o Is it volunteers, the local authority or a contractor?
o Or for larger meadows can it be conservation grazed?
1 How are they going to cut it?
0 Have they got the right equipment suitable for the site?
1 How are you going to gather and remove the cuttings froen ghie?
1 What are you going to do with the cuttings after they have been removed from the site?

There are a few different types of wildflower meadows that you may consider depending on your site anc
preferences. Each requires different management. We higted two such types of meadows here:

HayMeadows: Short Cut Meadows:

I Cut ¥2 times per year, once at the beginning of thl § Cut approximately every 6 weeks from rAgbril
season to remove any winter growth and a final cut through to autumn
mid-August to September (if there are late flowerinf 1 Mow thefringes along paths, car parks and roadside]
species then you may consider delaying tie) 1 Mow paths through larger meadows to encourag

1 Mow the fringes along paths, car parks and roadside people to use them
1 Mow paths through larger meadows to encourag 1 EUt up simple signs to let people know what you 3
oing
1 Increase species diversity as needed by harvesting |
seed and either oveseeding iton the grass after it hag
been cut or by growing the seed on as plug plants
planting out the following spring.

people to use them

1 Put up signs to let people know what you are doing

1 Increase species diversity as needed by harvesting |
seed and either ovesedling it on the grass after it ha
been cut or by growing the seed on as plug plants
planting out the following spring.

1 Control listed noxious weeds.

For more informatiorvisit the Allireland Pollinator Plan website and resources page

https://pollinators.ie/wordpress/wpcontent/uploads/2018/04/Howto-guideWildflower-Meadows2018WEB.pdf
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Designing and Planning for NeWree Plantingn CommunitySpaces

For the creation of new areas of community woodlands, copses, avenues or individual trees on communi
aLl 0Sa GUKS Yz2ald AYLRNIFyd GKAy3 G2 NBYSYOSNI Aa
woodland creatbn projects and works on existing woodlangeu shouldalways seek expert advice before
proceeding.

The following are some of the practical considerations that should help guide you in the design and plannir
for smaller tree planting projects:

Local Site Soil- is it very wet or free draining?
Considerations

Is the site designated (as natural, built or archaeological) or adjoining a designated site or site
of particular biodiversity interest? If so, check with relevant organisation for approval.
For larger planting schemes, do you need to prepare the site for planting?

Do you need to protect against rabbits / hares / deer?

Check for overhead powerlines or underground services.

Practical Design Consider safety and sightlineset back from primary paths in public spaces or at road

Considerations unctions
Consider whether antsocial behaviour is a problem in the area and manage for it in
advance

Where possible, include other community amenities as part of larger planting schemes
paths, outdoor classrooms, natural play, picnic tables, etc.

Consider neighbouring houses before planting.

Where possible, plant small groups of trees in public spaces instead of lots of individual
trees. This will be easier to maintain.

When planting trees at larger sizes you'll need to stake and tie them. Remember to
adjust tree ties each year and remove afteB gears.

Community & Consult with local community to gain support for the works. Be innovative with how you

Stakeholder engage local families and children in the development of the woodland e.g. dedicate a

Consultation tree to each family resident next to the project, carry out volunteer tree planting events,
develop ancillary amenities such as benches and natural play, etc.

Communicate the plans with the person or organisation responsible for maintaining the
green spaces (i.e. local authority, contractor or local volunteer) to avoid accidental
damage to the trees.

Agree a plan for managing around the base of individual trees to avoid damage from
lawnmowers and strimmers.

For mae practical informationcheck outthe Trees on the Land websitettps://www.treesontheland.com/plantineguide
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Managing for Pollinators:

T

Think about their essential needsfood, water, & shelterg and try to provide these where possible
because just like us they cannot survive without them.

Use pollinator friendly perennials (and small shrubs sudasender) instead of annual beddingapts

in flower beds and containers (see Appendix 2 for some options).

For butterflies and moths, consider the larval foodplants of these species. For exampietttaas the
foodplant for the caterpillars of 5 species of butterfly.

Minimise the use of herbicide for managing weeds. Where possible try to embrace these native
wildflowers for their visual interest and biodiversity value.

Check out the Alreland Pollinator Plan for lots of practical tips and ideas on managing for pollinators:
https://pollinators.ie/

Didyouknowm 11 ONR LJA LINR OA RS
these, 71 are pollinated by bees!
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Planting for Biodiversity

Herbaceous Perenniatdall for the back of Herbaceous Perenniaishort for the front of beds
beds
f Japanese anemone@nemonex hybrid) 1 SedumW! dzi dzY(gutumig; e Q
¢ pink and white &gutumn); 1 Masterwort (Astrantia majoy (available in various shades
1 Verbena bonariensiflate summer); pink and white, long flowering fromummer intoautumn);
1 FoxgloveqDigitalisspp) (earlysummer) Yarrow (Achilleaspp) Summer intoautumn);

¢ both pink and white varieties; Avens(Geumsp.)¢ brightly coloured with londasting flowers;

1
1
Mullein (Verbascunspp) ummer); 1 / 2f dzY o A Y S k D NJAYiliégiaSpi (eadl2symyfriend
1
1

1

1 Fennel(Foeniculum vulgaje Macedonian scabiougKnautia macedonida

1 Teasel(Dipsacussp.) - Goldfinches love Hardy Geraniums/Cranesbill§Geranium spp) in a mix of
their seeds in winter colours, blue, pink and white. These planparticularly blue

f Some Rudbeckia daisieswill add bold G NASGASa adzOK | & WYWW2Kyaz)y
colour too. mantle @Alchemilla molliswhich are particularly lovely plante

along the edges of beds.
1 Lenten HelleboreqHelleborus orientaljswill give winter and
spring interest.
1 Pendgemons:A semiwoody perennial with tubular flowers tha
last from early summer right through to late autumn.
1 [ I Ré Q& (Axhenfillatm8llis): attractive green flowers ai
leaves that flop over bed edges.
Also consider:
1 Herb species are great for pobiitors as well as providing food for ourselvesves,thyme,rosemaryoregano
/ marjoram andsage.
1 Native wildflowers add great colour and biodiversity inter&swvill be a great addition to flowerbeds. Son
may be crucial for different species of native biodiversity as food plants.

General list of shrub and tree spexs recommended for biodiversity enhancement:

Native Hedgerow Mix Species to Select From FIEGTITE 4 W ENEIENG & R (Rt

for Biodiversity

The main hedging species:is

1 Hawthorn/ Whitethorn (Crataegus monogyna T Plant @ 48 plants per metre

1 Plantin a double staggered row where

Smaller percentages of the following species: possible

1 Elder Gambucus nigja 1 Allow 1.52m width for a mature hedge
1 Blackthorn Prunus spinoga ¢ the wider the better!

1 Hazel Corylus avellana 1 Cuton a Jear cycle so that the it can
1 Holly (lex aquifoliun) flower and fruit

1 Privet Cigustrum vulgarg 1 Cut outside the bird nesting seasori'(1
1 Spindle Euonymus europaels March-31% August) unless for road

1 Guelder rose\{iburnum opulup safety reasons

1 Dog roseRosa aning)

Trees such as OakQgercus robyr Crab apple Malus
sylvestri$, etc. should be planted randomly along the length
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Wildlife-friendly tree species
Pedunculate oaKQuercus robyrg prefers
neutral/limestone soils
Sessile oak(Quercus petraeag prefers
slightly acid soils
Willow (Salix spp) ¢ good for damp/
waterside conditions
Hazel(Corylus avellarje likes neutral to
limey soils
Alder (Alnus glutinosi, good for damp/
waterside conditions
Aspen(Populus tremulpa
Silver birch(Betula pendula
Downy birch(Betula pubescens good for
damp/ waterside conditions
Yew(Taxus baccatecy 2 (i S
is the upright form (Irish Yew)
Holly (llex aquifoliurm
Rowan /Mountain ash(Sorbus aucupar)a
¢ flowers and fruit for spring and autum
interest
Whitebeam (Sorbus arin ¢ flowers and
fruit for spring and autumn interest
Crab applgMalus sylvestrisg flowers and
fruit for spring and autumn interest
Wild cherry (Prunus avium ¢ flowers in
spring and colourful fruit and leaves
autumn

aKIF G

= =4

1
1

1

Wildlife-friendly shrub species
Fruit bushese.g. the native RaspbernR(bus idaeysand
Blackberry Rubus fruticosysAlso Currants and Gooseberri
(Ribesspp.).
Ling heather (Calluna vulgaris - prefers acid/peaty soi
conditions
Bell heather(Erica cinerep prefers acid/peaty soil condition
Broom (Cytisus scoparijigerrific colour, blooming througt
April & May.
Firethorn (Pyracantha* - a very thorny climber, good for wa
cover withcreamy blossoms in summer and colourful berr
in autumn. Different species have different coloured berr
ranging from yellow through orange to scarlet red.
Honeysuckle/WoodbingLonicera periclymenung a climber
with beautifully scented flowers, padularly in the eveninc
when they attract nectaseeking moths.
Dog rose(Rosa caningg a climber with beautiful flowers ir
June and red rosehips in autumn.
Elder (Sambucus nigjag creamy flowers (most importan
ingredient in a very tasty cordial') lune and black berries i
autumn Enly ediblewhen cookedgreat for jams and jellies)
Spindle tree (Euonymus europaels; strikingly beautiful
2Nl y3S aSSRa OFNNARASR Ay ol
KIFIGdaQ
Blackthorn (Prunus spinoga¢ featuring sloe berries in
autumn
Purging Buckthorn(Rhamnus catharticjsc an uncommon
shrubc¢ the favourite food plant of the Brimstone butterfly
Alder-buckthorn (Frangula alnus ¢ a rare native alsc
favoured by the Brimstone butterfly.
Privet (Ligustrum vulgare
Guelder rose (Viburnum opulug ¢ beautiful flowers and
berries.
Gorse (Ulex europaeusc the heady, coconut aroma of it
bright yellow flowers is the smell of an Kis & dzY' Y S NX

*indicates a species not native to Ireland but Aorasive and wildlife friendly.

Selecting Plants

Point of Note
Use native plants including wildflowers whe q
possible

For native species; only use Irish provenal
stock

Reason

= =4 =4 -4 -9

Native wildlife has adapted alongside these specird so
they will typically support more wildlife than exotic species
It conservesour local flora

They are better suited to the Irish climate

It helps conserve local genetics

Minimise the risk of imprting new pests and diseases.
Supports local Irish growers
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Invasive Alien Species (IAS) are plants or animals th&tinteoduced and are causing problems for native

biodiversity.It is important that we can recognise the maAS and take appropriate steps to control them:

1 Avoidusing IAS in new planting schemes and where possible remasting onesEncourage other local
groups, landowners and the local authgrib do the same.

1 Raise awareness of IASdsliveringtalksand posting orsocialmediaabout themand the problems they
cause

1 Carry out IAS surveys and submit records to the National Biodiversity Data Centre and the local authori

Species Problem(s)

Himalayan Balsanmnfpatiens I Can dominate riverbanks amiitcompetenative flora
glanduliferg
Japanese knotweed@llopia Can dominate riverbanks amditcompetenative flora

1
japonicg 1 Can negatively impact bustructures

Giant HogweedHeracleum 1 Can dominate riverbanks amditcompetenative flora

mantegazzianum T Can cause serious skin burns to humans

Giant RhubarbGunnera tinctorih. 1 Can dominate riverbanks amditcompetenative flora

Monbretia Crocosmiapp.) I Can dominate grassy areas and outcompete native ground flora

Spanish BluebelHyacinthoides 1 They hybridize with native Bluebells

hispanicaand hybrids)

Cherry laurelRrunus laurocerasyis  Can take over woodland and prevent native grotinda & saplings from growing.

Rhododendromponticum i Can take over woodland and prevent native ground flora & saplings from grow
Pheasant Berr{leycesteria i Can take over native woodland and prevent native ground flora & saplings
Formosa growing.

Floating pennywort(Hydrocotyle ~ 1 Can grow up to 20cm per day and may quickly dominate a waterbody.
ranunculoide} 1 Forms thick mats which can look like lado be a danger to peopk livestock
1 Impedeswater flow and chokes waterways which can make it difficult for boats
and angling and can increase the risk of flooding.
1 Poses a threat to plants and fish by blocking out light and impeding access to
feeding and resting spaces.
Curly Leaved Waterweed 1 Capable of forming very dense infestations in suitable hab&adscupying the full
(Lagarosiphon major water column in waters up to 6m deep with significant impacts on natildlife.
9 Serious threat to tourism, angling, boati&gpther recreational pursuits as well as
conservation goals.
Can produce a thick raft of vegetation.
A fragment as small as 5mm cang®w.
Poses a threat to plant& fish by blocking out light reducing oxygen levels.
proserpinacoides Can choke waterways so increasing tis& of flooding.
New Zealand pigmywee(Crassula Can regenerate from tiny fragmengstherefore easily takes over new areas.

t I NNE i Q@yrigpSyllumk S 1
1
1
1
1

helmsii) 1 Forms very dense mats which overgrow native plants and reduces light levels,
1
1
1
1
1

aquaticum Myriophyllum
brasilienseMyriophyllum

Currently only recorded from one site in Ireland.
Grows into a thick carpet which can egitow native species and clog waterways.
Produces a thick mat of floating vegetation.
Danger can lie when peopénd livestock attempt to walk on it.
The plants are so small, at no bigger than 2.5cm, that it can easily be transpor
on other plants as a contaminant.

1 Reduces oxygen levels in the water.

Water primrose(Ludwigia
grandiflora)

Water fern (Azolla filiculoides
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The following is a list of some useful gguient to help manage your wild habitat and carry out Citizen Science work.
Please make sure that any tools or machinery are only operated by suitably trained persons, that they are kept in go
repair, all necessary health and safety precautionsfalfewed, and that they are fully insured. The same applies to
any contractors hired to undertake works on your beh@lease note that due to Covid 19 it is worth considering any

other special health measur@esd equipment that may need to be taken whegrrying out community work

\2)

Wildflower Meadows

Polytunnel

Meadow
Cutting Tools /
Machinery

Seed
Harvesting

Seed Storage

It is useful to have at least one community polytunteegrowwildflower plugs from locally

harvested seedhat canthen planted out into localpublicmeadows. It is ideally located in a secur

place where dedicated person(s) responsible for managing the plugs can have acceSaitahte

venues include a community garden / allotment garden and in schools (where the pupils can ¢

some trays on as phof a school project). These can double up during the main growing seasol

fruit and vegetablgrowing

For larger meadows: consider using a local contractor with the right equipmeiitS NE A (0 Q

practical to get a contractor thesome ofthe followingmachinery/ tools may be considered:

1 Power scythe with hay rake and mimler or a buck rakéhis could be purchased in
partnership with other local groups or by Kildare County Council)

1 Brush cutte

1 Hand held sythe, hay forks and rakes

There are a few ways of harvesting your own wildflower seed. For most, it may be simply hary

seed by hand, in which case you will need something to put it into e.g. a paper yogurt cupoor ¢

pillow sack are ideal. To collemtrtain seed such agellow Rattle seed on a larger scale it would }

worth purchasing or hiring a leaf vacuum.

Todry the collected wildflower seed you can simply spread it out in cardboard box(ds3.4éed is

fully dry when collected it can also be stored in breathable pillow cases / sacks in a cool dry rc

Do not store in plastic bags or containasthe seedsaysweat andspoil

Everyday Habitat Management

Hand Tools

Hand Held
Power Tools

Safety
Equipment

It is useful to have a stock of general tools available for carrying out community volunteer day:
as tree planting, basic invasive species control of selected specie¥petcan always ask
volunteers to bring their own but it is useful to have sosparesThese will include: spades,
loppers saws, rakes, wheelbarrows, buckdtemp hammer, mattocketc.

Similar to the hand tools aboybaving soméand-held power tools for the group may be useful. /
cordless drill is probdi the most important of these. Other power tools may be available either
privately from members ¥olunteers or through rental hire as needed.

It is very important that all volunteers have the necessary protective clothing for the jobs being
carried out. Some of the basic equipment worth having a supply of inclufé&ziests, ear muffs,
gloves dust masksvisos and safety goggles.

Citizen Scienc& Community Events

Identification
resources
Bats

River
Sampling
Butterfly and
Bumblebee
Events

Moth
Identification

Bird
Identification

There are identification book®r all the common species groups and habitai$ieNational
Biodiversity Data Centralso haswatchesavailable from their online shop

Consider having few bat detectorgand torches!Yor bat eventsas most people may not have
one. TheMagneta Bat5 is a good starter model.

River samplingevents@a NB I & F2NJ FI YAt AS&a YR OKAf RNBY
buckets, charts and fishing nets.

Pollinator workshops and events are always popular to run during the summer. They are ever
better when there is a field element to it andist usefulto have a few butterfly nets and some
potting jarsto help identifyspecimens.

Anaher really great Citizen Science project is the identification of moths. It is useful for the
community to have (or have access to) a few moth light traps with suitable batteries and charg
and the identification guide books (both for micro and macratmsd.

For bird identification events it can be useful to have a few spare pairs of binoculars (although
normal to ask people to bring their own).
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Examples oWildflower Meadow MaintenanceEquipment

>

/ = ’ e
i , cases usedfo storedry

4

edium sized | ws: i _necessary

Examples oEquipmentfor Citizen Science and Community Events

Moth trap used to identify moths Swatches from the NBDC Butterfly nets

Did you knowThe NationaBiodiversity
Data Centre has taken in over 650,00(
species sightings as of November 202

30


















