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3 SCREENING CONCLUSION AND STATEMENT 

The likely impacts that will arise from the draft Kilcullen Local Area Plan alone and in combination with 
other plans and programmes have been examined in the context of a number of factors that could 
potentially affect the integrity of the Natura 2000 network.  No Natura 2000 site within 15km of the draft 
LAP area will be adversely affected.  A Finding of No Significant Effects Matrix has been completed 
and is presented in Section 4 of this Screening Statement.  

On the basis of the findings of this Screening for Appropriate Assessment of Natura 2000 sites, it is 
concluded that the proposed draft Kilcullen Local Area Plan will not have a significant effect on the 
Natura 2000 network and a Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment is not required. 
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4 FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT EFFECTS REPORT MATRIX 

Name of project or Plan Draft Kilcullen Local Area Plan 2014-2020 

Name and location of Natura 2000 
site 

Pollardstown Fen SAC; 

Mouds Bog SAC; 

Red Bog Kildare SAC; 

River Barrow and River Nore SAC; 

Slaney River Valley SAC; and 

Poulaphouca Reservoir SPA. 

Description of the project or Plan The County Development Plan (CDP) sets out the overall 
strategy for the proper planning and sustainable 
development of County Kildare over the period 2011-2017. 
The CDP aims to direct population growth into the 
Metropolitan urban areas of the county but also into key 
towns and villages in the hinterland area including Naas, 
Newbridge, Athy, Kildare, Monasterevin and Kilcullen.  

The CDP also emphasises the need to protect the built 
heritage, unique landscape, natural heritage and biodiversity 
of the county for their intrinsic value and as resources for the 
tourist economy of the future. 

The designation of Kilcullen as a Moderate Sustainable 
Growth Town is reinforced in the CDP settlement strategy 
with the town being targeted for consolidated growth. 
Kilcullen town is primarily a service centre for east and south 
Kildare. 

Future Development Strategy 

The strategy for the future development of Kilcullen is based 
on the principles established in the previous LAP in 2008 
and the framework provided by the Regional Planning 
Guidelines 2010-2022 and the Kildare County Development 
Plan 2011-2017. It provides a blueprint for the development 
of Kilcullen Town for the period 2014 – 2020, setting out a 
vision for the area, specifying the type, amount and quality 
of development needed to achieve that vision while seeking 
to protect and enhance the environment and amenities.  

The vision for the town is to build on the strengths of 
Kilcullen and to provide a focused approach to planning for 
future development in a coherent sustainable fashion. It is 
envisaged that Kilcullen will continue to grow over the short 
to medium term to achieve a critical mass which will support 
competitiveness, sustainability and create opportunities for 
local economic development.  The development of the town 
will be complemented by a range of residential, 
employment, recreational, community, retail and educational 
facilities appropriate for a town of its size.   

The strategic direction for the future development of 
Kilcullen will focus on: 

1. Economic Development 

This draft LAP seeks to consolidate and enhance Kilcullen’s 
role which is to support the primary economic growth cluster 
of Naas and Newbridge. Key to this will be supporting the 
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existing industrial and manufacturing enterprises in the town 
and facilitating opportunities for expansion and increased 
employment.  

2. Town Centre Consolidation 

It is critical that the primacy of the town centre as the 
commercial heart of Kilcullen is maintained. Development 
which undermines the vitality and viability of the town centre 
will not be permitted. Protecting and providing residential 
accommodation within the town centre will be promoted. 

3. Planning for Residential Expansion 

The Plan ensures the supply of suitably zoned serviced land 
to accommodate the future growth of Kilcullen in line with its 
designation in the Regional Planning Guidelines as a 
Moderate Sustianable Growth Town. Much of the land 
zoned for residential purposes under the 2008 LAP remains 
zoned in this draft Plan. The draft Plan also supports the 
provision of services and amenities for the town’s residents.  

4. Retail Development  

Kilcullen has a limited retail and service offer. It is therefore 
critical that the retail base of the town expands within the 
identified town centre to become more self-sufficient. Design 
briefs for key sites within the town are outlined. It is 
important that new retail and mixed use developments 
comply with the general principles of the design briefs in 
order to preserve the town as a thriving commercial area set 
within a high quality built environment.  

5. Protection of the Natural and Built Heritage 

Protection and enhancement of the unique architectural and 
archaeological heritage of the town is paramount. The 
retention of vernacular buildings on the Main Street will 
ensure the character of the town remains intact. 

Is the project or Plan directly 
connected with or necessary to the 
management of the site (provide 
details)? 

No 

Are there other projects or Plans 
that together with the project or 
Plan being assessed could affect 
the site (provide details)? 

• Kildare County Development Plan 20011-2017;  

• Greater Dublin Area Regional Planning Guidelines 
2010; 

• National Spatial Strategy; 

• Eastern RBD Management Plan; 

• Water Services Investment Programme; 

• IPPC Programme; 

• Local Authority Discharge; 

• Groundwater Pollution Reduction Programmes; 

• Surface Water Pollution Reduction Programmes; 

•  Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and 
Management Study; and 

• Catchment Flood Risk Management Plans. 

The Assessment of Significance of Effects 
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Describe how the project or Plan 
(alone or in combination) is likely to 
affect the Natura 2000 site. 

The proposed development is not likely to affect Natura 
2000 sites. 

Explain why these effects are not 
considered significant. 

No Natura 2000 sites lie within the boundaries of the LAP 
lands; therefore, no direct impacts will occur through 
landtake or fragmentation of habitats. In addition, the LAP 
lands of Kilcullen are approximately 7.6km from the nearest 
Natura 2000 site (Pollardstown Fen SAC). Therefore, no 
impacts through direct disturbance of habitats and species 
will occur from development occurring through the 
implementation of the objectives of the draft LAP. 

Any changes to the groundwater regime or surface water 
quality could have adverse effects on the habitats and 
species for which the Pollardstown Fen SAC, Mouds Bog 
SAC and Ballynafagh Bog SAC are designated.  

Pollardstown Fen SAC 

Pollardstwn Fen SAC is located approximately 7.6km to the 
northwest of the draft LAP boundary. There are a number of 
major roads (e.g. M9 and M7) and towns (e.g. Newbridge) 
between the draft LAP boundary and Pollardstown Fen 
SAC. Given the elevation of the Pollardstown Fen SAC in 
the surrounding landscape relative to Kilcullen, it is 
anticipated that groundwater within the draft LAP boundary 
drains towards the River Liffey and is not connected to the 
groundwater of Pollardstown Fen SAC, which is also likely 
to drain to the north. Any potential development in Kilcullen 
is highly unlikely to impact on the groundwater regime of 
Pollardstown Fen SAC and therefore will not impact on the 
integrity of the SAC or the habitats and species for which it 
is designated.  

Mouds Bog SAC 

Mouds Bog SAC is located approximately 9.5km to the 
northwest of the draft LAP boundary. There are a number of 
major roads (e.g. M9 and M7) and towns (e.g. Newbridge) 
between the draft LAP boundary and Mouds Bog SAC. 
Given the elevation of the Mouds Bog SAC in the 
surrounding landscape relative to Kilcullen, it is anticipated 
that groundwater within the draft LAP boundary drains 
towards the River Liffey and is not connected to the 
groundwater of Mouds Bog SAC, which is also likely to drain 
to the River Liffey further north. Any potential development 
in Kilcullen is highly unlikely to impact on the groundwater 
regime of Mouds Bog SAC and therefore will not impact on 
the integrity of the SAC or the habitats for which it is 
designated.  

Red Bog Kildare SAC 

Red Bog Kildare SAC is located approximately 13.8km to 
the northeast of the draft LAP boundary. Given the elevation 
of Red Bog Kildare SAC in the surrounding landscape 
relative to Kilcullen, significantly higher elevation, it is 
anticipated that groundwater within the draft LAP boundary 
drains towards the River Liffey and is not connected to the 
groundwater of Red Bog Kildare SAC. Any potential 
development in Kilcullen is highly unlikely to impact on the 
groundwater regime of Red Bog Kildare SAC and therefore 
will not impact on the integrity of the SAC or the habitat for 
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which it is designated. 

River Barrow and River Nore SAC 

The River Barrow and River Nore SAC is located 
approximately 11.5km to the south-west of the draft LAP 
boundary. There are no connecting pathways (rivers or 
streams) between the LAP lands and the SAC, and so any 
potential development in Kilcullen will not impact on the 
surface water quality or regime of the River Barrow and 
River Nore SAC, and therefore will not impact on the 
integrity of the SAC or the habitats and species for which it 
is designated. 

Slaney River Valley SAC 

The Slaney River Valley SAC is located approximately 
14.7km to the south-east of the draft LAP boundary. There 
are no connecting pathways (rivers or streams) between the 
LAP lands and the SAC, and so any potential development 
in Kilcullen will not impact on the surface water quality or 
regime of the Slaney River Valley SAC, and therefore will 
not impact on the integrity of the SAC or the habitats and 
species for which it is designated. 

Poulaphouca Reservoir SPA 

Poulaphouca Reservoir SPA is located approximately 
11.5km upstream and to the east of the draft LAP boundary. 
Due to the distance of the LAP lands, no impacts through 
direct or indirect disturbance of species and habitats will 
occur from development occurring through the 
implementation of the  objectives of the draft LAP. Also, due 
to the fact that the SPA is located upstream of the LAP 
lands, no potential impacts to water quality would be 
expected. 

List of agencies consulted: provide 
contact name and telephone or e-
mail address. 

N/A 

 

 

Response to consultation. - 

Data Collected to Carry Out the Assessment 

Who carried out the assessment? RPS 

Sources of data NPWS database 

Information from Kildare County Council  

Level of assessment completed Desktop 

Where can the full results of the 
assessment be accessed and 
viewed? 

Kildare County Council 

Overall Conclusion Stage 1 Screening indicates that the draft Kilcullen Local 
Area Plan alone and in combination with other plans and 
programmes will not have a significant negative impact on 
the Natura 2000 network. Therefore, a Stage 2 'Appropriate 
Assessment' under Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive 
92/43/EEC is not required. 
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