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1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Kildare County Council proposes to provide segregated cycle infrastructure and upgrade existing 

cycle lanes on Easton Road/Green Lane in Leixlip, Kildare, as part of national initiatives to improve 

active travel infrastructure alongside the design of other road infrastructure such as bus stops and 

shelters.  

This Appropriate Assessment has been prepared in order to identify any Natura 2000 sites which may 

be adversely affected by the Project and assess whether impacts associated with the construction or 

operation of the Project could have Likely Significant Effects on any of the Natura 2000 sites or their 

qualifying habitats and species; and hence determine whether an Appropriate Assessment is required.  

The Glenasmole Valley SAC (designated for orchid-rich calcareous grassland, Molinia meadows and 

petrifying springs) is 15km away from the Site and is screened out on the basis that it is hydrologically 

and ecologically unconnected from it.  

The Rye Water Valley/Carton SAC is designated for its petrifying spring habitat and for two aquatic 

snail species which rely on the specific hydrological conditions, water chemistry and wetland 

vegetation found in the Rye Water and Royal Canal. The Site is approximately 550m away from the 

SAC at its closest point and is not hydrologically connected to it, either directly via surface water 

channels, or indirectly since Green Lane/Easton Lane are serviced by the Leixlip drainage network 

which discharges into the River Liffey downstream of the SAC boundary. The Project would not result 

in changes to runoff into the drainage network and there are no pathways for effects on the Rye Water 

Valley/Carton SAC or its qualifying habitat or species.  

As the Project would not give rise to any LSE, an Appropriate Assessment will not be required to 

determine the implications for any Natura 2000 sites in view of their conservation objectives.  

  

 



https://www.nationaltransport.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/English_04c_Proposed_Network_Towns.pdf
https://www.nationaltransport.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/English_04c_Proposed_Network_Towns.pdf
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Semi-natural dry grasslands and scrubland facies on calcareous 
substrates (Festuco-Brometalia) (an important orchid site)  

Molinia meadows on calcareous, peaty or clayey-silt-laden soils  

Petrifying springs with tufa formation (Cratoneurion). 

 

3.1.4. The closest SPA for which light-bellied brent goose is designated is South Dublin Bay and Tolka 

Estuary SPA (004024) which is 17.9km east of the Site while the closest SPA designated for greylag 

geese is Poulaphouca Reservoir SPA (04063) which is 20.4km south of the Site. As such, these SPAs 

are outside the respective search radii and are not given any further consideration in relation to the 

Project.  
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tie in to the existing drainage network without augmenting the volume of surface water flow into the 

drainage network or resulting in overflow or upslope flood risk. As such, the Project is not connected 

to the Rye Water Valley/Carton SAC due to the fact that the urban environment which includes the 

Site is connected to a drainage network which bypasses the Rye Water (including the SAC designated 

river) and discharges into the River Liffey downstream of the confluence of the Rye Water.  

4.1.8. The land within Leixlip up to the edge of the river and the Royal Canal is flat and there is no significant 

surface water influx into the SAC watercourses or their tributaries. Consequently, there is no potential 

for the Project to result in water pollution which could lead to the deterioration of qualifying habitats or 

habitats supporting qualifying species.  

4.1.9. The Project is not necessary for the management of the SAC and taken in isolation there is no LSE 

of the Project on the Rye Water Valley/Carton SAC. 
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5 CONCLUSIONS  

5.1.1. There are two Natura 2000 sites within the 15km study area; Glenasmole Valley SAC (designated for 

its orchid-rich calcareous grassland, Molinia meadows and petrifying springs) is at the edge of the 

study area and is hydrologically and ecologically distinct from it and is screened out. The Rye Water 

Valley/Carton SAC which protects the Annex I petrifying spring habitat and two snail species which 

rely on the calcareous vegetation in the river and adjacent canal network is within 550m of the Site. 

This report considers the potential for hydrological connectivity between the Project and the qualifying 

interests of the Rye Water Valley/Carton SAC and concludes that there is no potential for impacts 

(such as from pollution or siltation) due to the fact that the Project is downstream of the designated 

site by way of the drainage network.  

5.1.2. As the Project would not give rise to any LSE, an Appropriate Assessment will not be required to 

determine the implications for this designated site in view of its conservation objectives.   

 



https://www.nature.scot/sites/default/files/2018-08/Assessing%20connectivity%20with%20special%20protection%20areas.pdf
https://www.nature.scot/sites/default/files/2018-08/Assessing%20connectivity%20with%20special%20protection%20areas.pdf
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FIGURE 2 ECOLOGICAL DESIGNATION 

  





 

FIGURE 2A ECOLOGICAL DESIGNATION 
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