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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 

 
Appointment 
 

1.1 Transportation Planning (International) Ltd (TPi) was appointed by Kildare County Council 
to produce a Traffic Management Plan for Celbridge, aimed at securing long-lasting 
improvements for those living in the town whilst ensuring that journeys to and from planned 
and future developments can be accommodated in a sustainable manner. 
 
Celbridge 
 

1.2 Celbridge is located on the River Liffey, and to the south of the M4 Dublin-Galway/Sligo 
route, some 22km from Dublin (Figure 1).  Maynooth lies 7km to the north and Naas 20km 
to the south.  Celbridge is classed as being within the Dublin Metropolitan Area, and within 
the area covered by the Dublin Transportation Initiative.  It is linked to Dublin by regular rail 
services from the station at Hazelhatch located some 2.3km to the south east of the town 
centre. 
 

1.3 The Celbridge Development Plan 2002, states that ‘Celbridge retains much of the character 
of an estate town, with the Main Street still the focus of the town and Castletown gates, the 
mill complex and bridge over the Liffey remaining important visual features.  However the 
demand for services and sustained population growth has put pressure on the fabric of the 
streetscape as shops and offices seek space in many of the previously residential 
properties in the town centre and heavy traffic takes its toll on the roads and general 
environment’. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1: Location Plan 

Celbridge 
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Demographics 
 

1.4 The population of Celbridge has grown rapidly over recent decades, the 1971 Census 
recording the population of Celbridge as 1579 and initial data from the Census 2006 
recording the population of Celbridge as 17262.  The current population structure of the 
town is shown in Figure 2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Figure 2: Population Structure, Celbridge, Census 2006 

 
Key Traffic Generators 
 

1.5 There are a number of significant traffic generators within Celbridge, including: 
 

•••• North Kildare Educate Together School (National), on Clane Road; 
•••• Scoil Mochua, Aghards N.S. (National) off the Maynooth Road; 
•••• Scoil Padraig Naisiunta (National) off Primrose Hill; 
•••• Glebe Junior Montessori School, Barnhall Rugby Grounds; 
•••• Scoil Brid (National) Main Street, Celbridge; 
•••• Scoil Na Mainistreach (National), Oldtown Road; 
•••• St Raphaels Special School (Special), Clane Road; 
•••• Salesian College (Secondary), off Maynooth Road; 
•••• St Wolstan's Community School (Secondary) Clane Road;  
•••• The Mill Centre and Community Centre, Main St; 
•••• various business on Main Street; 
•••• car parks, including those behind: the Abbey Lodge Pub; Mucky Duck Pub; 

Celbridge Clinic; and, the public car park adjacent to Celbridge Abbey; 
•••• major supermarkets including Aldi and Tesco; 
•••• Hazelhatch Station and associated car park at station; and 
•••• a large number of residential estates, including: Castletown; St Patrick’s Park; 

Beatty Park; Crodaun; Castle Village; Willowbrook; Thornhill; Ballygoran; Abbey 
Farm; Celbridge Abbey; Killadoon Park; Grattan Court; St Raphael’s; Ballymakealy; 
The Grove; Simmonstown Park; Chelmsford and Temple Manor. 
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The Celbridge Traffic Management Plan 
 
1.6 This Outline Traffic Management Plan: 

 
•••• highlights the key policy framework within which the study is based; 
•••• summarises available traffic related data and identified problems, to provide robust 

foundation for the development of scheme options; 
•••• summarises the work undertaken with Scoil Na Mainistreach on developing Safer 

Routes to Schools; 
•••• details the consultation exercises; 
•••• outlines the approach to traffic modelling using Saturn and Vissim traffic models; 
•••• details proposals that will bring real benefits to Celbridge in the immediate short 

term; 
•••• summarises the analysis of longer term strategic options using the traffic models; 

and, 
•••• makes recommendations for longer term proposals. 

 
1.7 A summary of the proposals, with outline implementation costs, is also provided within the 

report. 
 

Development Issues 
 
1.8 During the course of the study details of the proposal for the development of the 

‘Donaghcumper’ site became available and as a result details of the proposed development 
have been incorporated within the analysis and taken into account in the development of 
the traffic plan for Celbridge.  The development is seen as an enhancement to the town 
centre and will form an integral part of the town bringing a much needed mixed 
development with associated highway infrastructure and transport provision.  As a result, it 
is recommended that as the development proceeds, that a review of the traffic data and 
recommendations are undertaken.  Whilst the generic development parameters have been 
included in the analysis, the traffic management plan cannot be treated in isolation of the 
planning application, it is important therefore that Kildare County Council revisits the 
findings of the report and assess any differences from what was included in original 
‘Donaghcumper’ proposals. 


