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Background

In spring 2005 the Integrated Framework Plan for Land Use and Transportation (IFPLUTS) for the combined study area of Kildare and Monasterevin was completed.  The transport recommendations from the IFPLUTS formed the basis for this Traffic Management Plan (TMP) and, in overall terms, the requirement of the TMP was to review and refine the IFPLUTS recommendations and develop specific preliminary traffic management design recommendations. 

Study Area

The Study Area is focussed on the town centre and the adjacent street network. In developing the recommendations for this Study Area due cognisance was taken of existing and future development proposals in the wider Kildare Town area. These include the South Green and Magee Barrick Development Areas and proposed retail developments.  In addition the study focussed on access to the key transport infrastructure at the Railway Station and the M7.

Scope of Project

Specifically, the TMP focused on the following transport issues in the town centre 

· Traffic Flow Management

· Pedestrians, Cyclists and People with disabilities

· Car Parking 

· HGV Management

· Access to the Rail Station

· Access to the Motorway

· Access to Schools

· Bus Services

TMP Recommendations

Market Square

The existing north-south link through Market Square is to be closed to motor traffic and this space will be redistributed to the public realm.

The existing car parking arrangement to the north-west of the square is to be reconfigured with a reduction in parking provision in this area.  This is to maximise pedestrian space in the area.  This loss of parking will be accommodated elsewhere in the town centre.

The new Market Square area should be subject to a civic design scheme to enhance the quality of the public realm.

A new staggered signalised junction arrangement is to be introduced at junction of Claregate Street / Bride Street / Market Square / Dublin Street.  These sets of signals will be linked via the MOVA system.  Pedestrian crossing facilities are to be provided on all arms.

The existing bus stops at Market Square are to be maintained and new coach set-down bay will be provided to cater for tourist drop-off.  Kassel kerbing should be installed at all bus bays.

The existing car parking and loading bay facility to the east of Market Square are to be maintained.

Cycle parking facilities are to be installed in Market Square by means of Sheffield Stands.

Access to Fire Castle Lane (to become one-way westbound) is to be retained for cars and slow mode users.

Northern Link Street

The proposed northern link street has been designed with the consideration of the South Green Part 8 Road Scheme design. 

A 6.5 – 7.0m carriage will be provided to allow the passage or two articulated trucks along the entire length of the northern link street from the Cork Road / Pigeon Lane junction to the Shraud / Station Road junction.  The existing horizontal alignment of the route will be maintained where possible.

Traffic signals are to be installed at the Cork Road / Pigeon Lane junction.  Dedicated left turn and straight through lanes will be provided on the Old Cork Road (west) arm of the junction.  A small area of land acquisition is required to the east of Pigeon Lane on the approach to the junction to provide dedicated left and right turning lanes.

Pedestrian crossing facilities are to be provided across the Old Cork Road (west) and Pigeon Lane arms of the junction.

Traffic signals are to be installed at the Pigeon Lane / Green Road / Bóthairín na gCorp / Fire Castle Lane junction.  This is to improve safety at the junction by overcoming the poor sightlines on approach to the junction on all arms.

Pedestrian crossing facilities are to be provided on all arms except the Green Road arm of the junction.

On road cycle lanes are to be introduced on Bóthairín nag Corp between the junctions of Old Road and Green Road / Fire Castle Lane. 

A 28.0m ICD roundabout is to be provided at the Bóthairín na gCorp / South Green Road junction.  This roundabout will accommodate HGV turning movements on Bóthairín na gCorp by means of an overrun area around the central island.

Bóthairín nag Corp is to be realigned at the junction with Dunmurray Road and Chapel Lane to allow two HGVs to pass around the bend.  An area of land acquisition will be required to accommodate this street alignment.

Dunmurray Road and Chapel Lane are to be locally realigned to form a new crossroads junction with priority to traffic on Bóthairín nag Corp and Shraud.  This junction layout can be upgraded to a signalised junction in the future if required.

A new pelican crossing facility will be provided across Shraud to the east of Dunmurray Road to accommodate pedestrian movements between the town centre and the proposed site for the future amalgamation of the secondary schools.

The existing parking provision on the south of Shraud is to be formalised into a parking bay.

Southern Link Street

The Southern Link Street on Meadow Road between the junctions with Hospital Street and Grey Abbey Road is to be upgraded to provide a 6.0m wide carriageway and minimum 2.0m wide footpaths on both sides.

Traffic signals are to be installed at the junction of Dublin Street / Meadow Road / Hospital Street with pedestrian crossing facilities on all arms.

The existing mature trees on the south of Meadow Road opposite the back of the hotel must be removed to accommodate the street upgrade.  Access to the existing residences in this will require reconfiguration.

Land acquisition is required to the south of Meadow Road to accommodate the new 6.0m carriageway and 2.0m footpaths.

The existing priority junction of Meadow Road / Tully Road I is to be altered with the priority given to traffic on Meadow Road.

The junction of Meadow Road / Grey Abbey Road / Academy Street / Bride Street is to become a signalised junction with pedestrian crossing facilities on all arms.

Claregate Street / Dublin Street

The kerb lines are to be built out on the north side of Claregate Street to provide a 6.0m wide carriageway, 2.0m parking bays and minimum 2.0m footpaths on both sides.

Street planting is to be provided to break up and soften the continuous lines of on-street parking and reduce forward visibility for vehicles on Claregate Street and Dublin Street.

Raised pedestrian crossings with tactile paving are to be provided across the junctions of side streets at Malone’s Lane, Heffernan’s Lane, Bangup Lane and Beechgrove.

Pelican crossing facilities with dropped kerbs and tactile paving are to be provided on pedestrian desire lines across Claregate Street outside the EuroSpar and on Dublin Street outside the girl’s secondary school.

The loading facility on the north of Claregate Street between Malone’s Lane and Heffernan’s Lane is to be retained.  A new loading bay is to be provided on the south of Dublin Street outside the Post Sorting Office.

Cycle parking facilities are to be provided on the north of Claregate Street opposite EuroSpar and on Dublin Street outside J&J Taxi’s.

Bride Street and St. Brigid’s Square

Bride Street is to be realigned to provide a 6.0m wide carriageway and minimum 2.0m footpaths on both sides.  Horizontal curves are to be incorporated into the new street alignment to induce lower traffic speeds.

The existing on-street parking on the east side of Bride Street, north of Bangup Lane, and on the west side, outside the medical centre, is to be reconfigured to accommodate the new street alignment.

The existing perpendicular parking outside the primary school is to be removed and replaced with increased footpath space and parallel parking.

The footpaths on both sides of Bride Street are to be built out to provide pedestrian congregation areas outside the boy’s school.  A new pelican crossing facility with dropped kerbs and tactile is to be provided at this location.

A new loading bay facility is to be provided on the west of Bride Street, immediately north of the junction with Bangup Lane.

The existing north-south link to the east of St. Brigid’s Square is to be closed to through traffic and open for access to the church grounds only.  Traffic will divert to the new signalised junction of Meadow Road / Grey Abbey Road / Academy Street / Bride Street.

The existing parking layout at St. Brigid’s Square is to be reconfigured to optimise the public space and accommodate the new signalised junction.

Bollards are to be installed on the west side of the square and on the Academy Street approach to the junction to prevent unofficial parking on the footpath.  This will create a large congregation area for pedestrians.

A new dedicated school bus facility is to be provided at this congregation area to provide a large, safe landing point for school children.

Academy Street / Cleamore Road

Academy Street and Cleamore Road will be upgraded and realigned to provide a 6.0m wide carriageway with formal footpaths on both sides of minimum 2.0m width.

A raised uncontrolled pedestrian crossing with tactile paving is to be installed across Cleamore Road at the junction with Claregate Street.

The existing formal parking bays on the west side of Cleamore Road will be realigned as parallel parking and new bays will be provided outside residences on Cleamore Terrace.

An area of land acquisition is required to the south of Academy Street to upgrade the street and provide a safer bend in the road with footpaths on both sides to the north-west of the CYMS Hall.

Station Road / Nugent Street 

Kerb build-outs and reduction in junction radii are to be provided at the junctions with Lourdesville, the public car park and Dara Park.  This will shorten pedestrian crossing distances and induce slower vehicular turning speeds.

There is the potential to make Nugent Street one-way between Dara Park and Market Square in the medium to long term when the link streets to the east through Magee Barracks are being developed.

Bang Up Lane

The kerbs on both sides of Bangup Lane are to be built out to provide a 3.0m wide carriageway.  This will induce lower traffic speeds on this one-way street.

Raised uncontrolled pedestrian crossings with tactile paving are to be provided across Bangup Lane at both junctions with Claregate Street and Bride Street.

Parking on the west side of the street is to be retained.

List of Drawings

The list of drawings which form part of the Part 8 Consultation process are:
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Cover Sheet

GEN-001
Scheme Description and General Extents

GEN-002
Traffic Management Plan Maps
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Market Square/Dublin St./Claregate St.
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Dublin St./Meadow Rd.
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Bride St./Grey Abbey Rd./Academy Rd.

TMD-004
Claregate St./Cleamore Rd./Pigeon Lane.

TMD-005
Bothairin na gCorp/South Green Rd.
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Submissions

Submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development, dealing with the proper planning and development of the area in which the proposed development would be situated may be made in writing to:
Senior Executive Officer,

Transportation Department,

Kildare County Council,

Aras Chill Dara,

Devoy Park,

Naas,

County Kildare.

On or before 12:00 noon on Friday 29th of August 2008.

Submissions to be headed

“Kildare Town Traffic Management Scheme”

All comments, including names and addresses of those making comments, submitted to the Council in regard to this development will form part of the statutorily required report to be presented to the monthly meeting of Kildare County Council. Accordingly they will also be included in the minutes of that meeting and may appear in the public domain.
Kildare Town Traffic Management Scheme         5of5                                           Part VIII Planning Application


