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2025/ 2026
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Purpose and Scope

The purpose of this document is to identify the processes, procedures and key
personnel employed by Kildare County Council, to deliver the winter service

operation for County Kildare.

NOTE:
While this plan outlines the policies and measures that Kildare County Council will
take to carry out winter maintenance on the stated public road network, it is

important to note the following points:

o Always be able to stop within a distance you can see to be clear; you
need to control the car or other vehicle to the extent that you can
stop without causing a problem for anyone else on the roadway.
This rule means you must, at all times, be vigilant and exercise due

care and attention.

¢ Always drive having due regard to prevailing road conditions; this is
common sense and means you must take account of the factors
which will have an impact on your ability to drive safely and securely
on the road, for example the weather, the type of road, the condition

of the road, the time of day, the nature of the lighting.

e Always drive having due regard to other users of the road; you need
to take account of all the variables you will face in any given journey,
the number of cars, the speed of the traffic, are there pedestrians,
cyclists, animals, what are they doing? You cannot predict or
assume you have priority; you need to make full allowance for all

others on the road.

“Road Safety Authority — Rules of the Road”




Policy

It is the Council’s policy to attempt to maintain the principal roads within the county

open for traffic and free from ice at all times.

The road network in County Kildare comprises all categories of road from Motorway
to Local Tertiary. From mid-2013 the responsibility for general and winter
maintenance of Motorways, including the N7, has been awarded to private
contractors employed directly by Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TIl) under the
Motorway Maintenance and Renewals Contract (MMaRC). Consequently, the
treating of Motorways and all associated slip roads, roundabouts and interchange

bridges are no longer the responsibility of the local authority.

Note that not all regional roads in County Kildare are treated due to limited
resources. Kildare County Council has liaised with adjoining local authorities and TlI

contractors in an attempt to co-ordinate on routes that cross County boundaries.

Priority 1:
All National Primaries / National Secondaries in the County, i.e., N78, N81 and the

salted routes identified on the attached Maps (Appendix A).

Priority 2:

All non-salted Regional roads and Public Transport routes.

Priority 3:

All other routes.

NOTE:

Community Involvement During Severe Weather Events

Schools and Community Groups
Schools and Community Groups are advised to plan ahead for severe weather

events and to make the necessary arrangements to have sufficient supplies of



materials, plant and equipment in storage or available to them to cater for their
anticipated needs during such events. Materials and equipment should be acquired

in a timely manner in advance of the winter season while stocks are available.

Business Sector

The Commercial, Retail & Business sectors are requested to assist efforts in periods
of severe weather by clearing snow and ice from footpaths in front of their premises.
Legal opinion on the matter states that no legal liability exists to those carrying out
such works once they are executed in a safe manner. It should be noted that the
application of hot water to remove snow and ice from footpaths is not a safe or an
acceptable method as, more often than not, the water refreezes and exacerbates the

initial problem.

Agricultural Sector
The Local Authority will endeavour to work with rural communities & the IFA where
possible. The treatment of rural roads by third parties should be carried out in

accordance with national policy.

Communities / Business / Agricultural / Educational are advised that the Priority 1
Routes listed above are those routes which the Local Authority has included for
treatment as part of the winter service programme. These routes will be treated as
part of the normal winter service where resources allow. Communities / Business /
Agricultural / Educational Sectors are advised that they should make the necessary
arrangements in advance of severe weather events to ensure adequate materials &
supplies are available to them to meet their anticipated needs during such events.
It should be noted that, it may not be possible to treat all or part of the Priority 1

routes due to vehicle breakdown and or shortage of Human Resources.

Treatment Time

Target Mobilisation Time 2 hours

Target Treatment Time 3 hours




Map of the Service Plan Area

This map indicates the routes which Kildare County Council will attempt to treat.
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APPENDIX A - Route Maps
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