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Aim of Village Design Statements

• To guide smaller changes (permitted development)

• To promote the scope of local environmental 
improvements

• To develop community networks

• To support community initiatives 

• To be noted by the Elected Members

• To be used by the Council as a material consideration 
in planning matters. 

Kildare County Development Plan (2005-11) Objective RS 5:

To prepare Village Design Statements for settlements during 

the life of the plan within the Consolidation, Strengthening and

Revitalisation categories.



Five Stages of VDS Process

• Stage 1: Information gathering

• Stage 2: Community consultation

• Stage 3: Preparation of draft VDS

• Stage 4: Feedback & revisions to 
draft VDS

• Stage 5: Publication of Final VDS

• Site Visit

• Research & Analysis

• Understanding the place

• Draft VDS

• Urban, Historical, Landscape, 

Facilities/Services Analysis

•Workshop & submissions

• Understanding Key Issues

• Second stage of Community 

Consultation

• Feedback from Community

• Feedback from Kildare Co Co

• Action Table

• Key Strategies Map

• Design Guidelines



Stage 1: Information Gathering

• Location

• Demographic Trends

• Historical Development 

• Land Uses

• Local Community

• Landscape & Setting

• Structure & Streetscape

• Buildings & Details







Village Character: 

Structure & Streetscape

• Shape of the Village

• Historical 

Development

• Street Patterns and 

Built Form 

• Key Buildings

• Roads, Traffic and 

Services 

• Street Furniture

• Boundary Features 









Village Character: 

Landscape & Setting

• The Surrounding 

Landscape

• Approaches to the village

• Views and Vistas

• Landscape Features 

• Open Spaces

• Planting

• Key buildings

• Local services & facilities 







Stage 2: 

Community Consultation

• Workshop in village hall/ school/ 

sports club/ local venue

• Presentation of VDS process

• Round-table format

• Facilitated group discussion

• Using maps and other visual aids

• Each group reports on feedback in 

response to various themes/ 

questions

• All feedback confirmed at end of 

evening









Stages 3 & 4: Draft VDS -

Preparation and Consultation

• Preparation of Draft VDS

• Community Workshop

• Involvement of Schools

• Publication of Draft VDS 

on KCC website for 

comments/ submissions

• Feedback and response to 

Draft document 

• Feedback from KCC 

departments









Stage 5: Publication of Final VDS

• Preparation of Draft VDS

• Community workshop 

• Feedback and response to Draft document 

• Publication of Draft VDS on KCC website for 

comments/ submissions

• Submissions received and all comments at workshop 

noted

• Feedback from KCC departments

FINAL DOCUMENT:

1. Key Strategies

2. Design Guidelines

3. Action Plan



Ardclough VDS: 

Key Strategies



Staplestown VDS: 

Key Strategies



Brannockstown VDS: 

Key Strategies



Design Guidelines

1 Village Structure
• Incorporating New Development
• Access to services 
• Pedestrian accessibility
• Village core – retention and 

improvement

2 Village Streetscape
• Retain green spaces
• Layout of new developments
• Urban realm improvements 

3 Landscape Setting & Open 
Space 

• Communal Green Space - Village 
Green 

• Sporting facilities
• Views, vistas, topography, field 

boundaries & stone walls 



Design Guidelines 

4 Design guidelines for new development 

areas

• Housing layout & permeability

• Building heights, Building line & Materials 

• Use of land & House types

• Open spaces & Hedgerows

• Infrastructure, Roads and Parking

• Future residential development sites 

• Infill development & Orientation

• Naming of estates 

5 Local Community 

• Piped Infrastructure

• Roads and Transport Infrastructure

• Services: educational, retail, sporting, 

commercial, civic, community

• Urban Realm Improvements



Delivery & Implementation

1. Preparation of “Action Plan”

a) List of actions b)  Delivery agency

c)   Possible sources of funding d)  Timescale

2. Local Delivery Body:  Community Group 

3. Implementation:

a) Annual Action Plan with reachable targets

b) Active involvement of the public representatives for the 
area

c) Active involvement of existing organisations in the 
community

d) Establishment of new community organisations

e) Active and structured support of key individuals in the state 
sector

f) Establishment of a community fund



VDS: Action Plan 


