Transport, Mobility and Open Spaces
Strategic Policy Committee

Minutes of Meeting held on Thursday, 05 February 2026 at 3.30p.m. in the

Boardroom.

Attendees: Councillor Tracey O’Dwyer (Vice -Chair), Councillor Ger Dunne,
Councillor Noel Connolly, Councillor Paul Ward, Mr Eamonn
Mahoney, Mr Gerry Prendergast.

Online: Councillor Kevin Duffy (Chair)

Also Present Mr. Mark McLoughlin, A/Director of Services; Ms. Claire Whelan,
A/ Senior Executive Officer; Mr. Dénal Hodgins, Senior
Engineer, Mr. Chris Galvin, Senior Engineer, Mr. Mr. Jonathan
Hennessy, Senior Executive Engineer, Mr. James Malone,
Senior Executive Engineer, Ms Susan Donohoe, Assistant Staff
Officer, Ms. Marie Kelly, Assistant Staff Officer.

Apologies Clir Peter Melrose. Clir Paul Brooks

Not Present: Mr Cormac Browne.

The Deputy Cathaoirleach, Councillor Tracey O’'Dwyer welcomed the members to the
February meeting. Councillor Kevin Duffy (Cathaoirleach) was online.

Item 1 — Declarations of Interest

This item was noted.

Item 2 — Minutes-of the meeting held on 11 December 2025
On the proposal of Councillor Paul Ward and seconded by Councillor Tracey O’'Dwyer,
the minutes of the meeting held on 11 December 2025 were approved.



Item 3 — Update from Mr. Mark McLoughlin, A/Director of Services
Mr. Mark McLoughlin, A/Director of Services, Transport, Mobility and Open Spaces
gave the members the following update:

Capital Projects

Maynooth Eastern Ring Road (MERR): Contractor: John Cradock Ltd on site

carrying out site clearance works, fencing and removal of topsoil.

Celbridge-Hazelhatch Mobility Corridor (CHMC): The report on submissions received

during the public consultation is being prepared and due back with An Comisiun
Pleanala (ACP) by 13 February 2026.

Newbridge Southern Ring Road (NSRR - Second bridge): A Tender is being

prepared for consultants to manage the detailed design, procurement and

construction of the bridge.

Junction Programme

The Public consultation processes has commenced under Section 38 for Dagwelds

and Allenwood.

Local Improvement Scheme

This scheme has been advertised for applications for improvement of non-public

roads, with a closing date, Friday, 13 March 2026.

Under the guidelines at least one landowner must be engaged in agricultural

activities, or a road must lead to local amenity or tourist attractions.

Sustainable Transport

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has allocated €9m for 2026 (€11.5m claimed
in 2025). The main projects this year will be the completion of:

» Mill Street, Maynooth,
» Development of the Dublin Road, Naas (Naas Ball to The Gallops)
» Part 8 planning for Celbridge Road, Maynooth.

Safe Route to School

Round 3 at Prosperous, Section 38 scheduled for Quarter 2 with work commencing
during the summer 2026.



In Quarter 1, Section 38s process commenced for the provision of new bus shelters
around County Kildare.

National Roads Office

Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TIl) are examining the feasibility of a bus corridor on
the N7, eastbound from Junction 7 to Junction 2.

Operations

Municipal District Engineers are currently putting their work programmes together for
2026 and will commence works once the Department of Transport (DOT) allocation
is confirmed and the Local Property Tax (LPT) allocations are agreed by the various
Municipal Districts.

Municipal District Staff in Kildare-Newbridge and Clane-Maynooth have been over
the past weeks in respect of potential flooding because of water having to be
released from the Poulaphouca reservoir with risks of flowing in Newbridge and

Clane in particular. So far, there has been minimal impact.

The salting season is ongoing and even though the weather has been relatively mild,

there were 28 salting runs completed in January.

Parks

Old Kilcullen Heritage Walk

The Part 8 for the Old Kilcullen Heritage Walk was approved at the January Kildare-
Newbridge Municipal District meeting.

Celbridge Outdoor Youth Facilities

A Contractor was appointed to replace the existing parkiet with a shelter and a
promotional video is being prepared.

Clir Tracey O'Dwyer expressed her sincere gratitude to all staff especially the Kildare
Newbridge staff for the work they have carried out and continue to do during this
severe weather period. She reflected on the challenge that faces Kildare County

Council with this ongoing severe weather.



Mr. Mark McLoughlin, A/Director of Services assured Clir Tracey O’'Dwyer that he

would express her gratitude to all staff members concerned.

Item 4 — Update on the Urban Speed Limit Review Process
Mr. Jonathan Hennessy, Senior Executive Engineer, Sustainable Transport and
Traffic Management gave a detailed presentation outlining Kildare County Council
Urban Speed Limit Review process as follows:
Background:
» In 2023 a speed limit review was completed by the Department of Transport.
» Based on a direction received from the Department of Transport the following
speed limits are to be implemented.
- 60km/h (Rural Local Roads)
-30kn/h (Urban Areas) to be implemented by 31 March 2027.
- 80km/h (National Secondary Roads) implementation date to be confirmed.
» The new speed limits are to take effect on a staggered basis with provisional
commencement date as follows
-31 March 2027 for Urban Areas.

Background to the Implementation of new 30kph Urban Area Speed Limit:
» Safe Systems Approach
» Policy Background
» Safe Speeds
» Principle of Self Enforcement (30 km/h
» New Steps

» Draft Urban Area Examples

In 2019, the European Commission introduced new EU road safety measures for
2021-2030, aiming to halve road deaths and serious injuries by 2030.

The 3 Principles agreed:
» Human beings make mistakes
» Human body has a limited physical ability.

» Shared responsibility



The Policy background is based on the following:
» Programme for Government
» National Strategies

» EU /International Directives.

The overview of Government Road Safety Strategy aims to cut road deaths and
serious injuries in Ireland by 50% by 2030 under the following headings:

o Safe roads and roadsides

o Safe speeds

e Safe vehicles

o Safe road use

e Post-crash response

o Safe and healthy modes of travel

o Safe work-related road use

The implementation of the new 30km/h Urban Area Speed Limit principle of “Self-
Enforcement” meaning that the design led compliance rather than reliant on An Garda
Siochana, to be implemented only in areas of high pedestrian and cyclist demand and

use only in areas where 30km/h will realistically be adhered to but to name a few.

Councillor Paul Ward requested clarification on self-enforcement and the public
perception of the review.

Mr Hennessy advised that the concept is for the need of the public behaviour to driving
to change.

Clir Tracey O’Dwyer requested clarification on the Design Manual for Urban Roads
and Streets (DMURS). Clir Ger Dunne expressed his concerns on the fatalities on

urban and rural roads.

Mr Jonathan Hennessy reiterated that DMURS is still at junctions, but no additional
funding is available to implement where it will be in urban and residential. He advised

that there is a benefit implementing the Urban Speed Limit.



Mr. Dénal Hodgins informed the SPC committee members that the Urban Speed Limit
review is a Reserved Function, and the complete process will remain a challenge. He
advised them that Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) do not want the 30kph on the

National Roads.

Mr. Jonathan Hennessy concluded the briefing that the members of the council will be
informed of the workshops before going to public consultation. He advised the
members that the constraints of the roads for the speed limit review can be changed

after the submissions have been examined.

item 5 —Briefing on the Decarbonising of Kildare County Council Fleet
Mr. James Malone, Senior Executive Engineer, Machinery Yard briefed the members

on the decarbonising of Kildare County Council fleet.
The Decarbonisation of Fleet from Heavy Plant to Light Vehicles with expedition to
achieve 100% zero emission LCVs by 2030 with a need to focus on available

solutions for lighter fleet (less than 3.5ton).

In January 2026, the total of 30 electric vehicles where part of the Kildare County
Council fleet.

Mr. James Malone advised the members that electric vehicles replacement involves
the following:

» Tailored training

» Irish Language Act, Kildare County Council branding

» Green Procurement/OGP Frameworks

» Climate Change

Clir Tracey O’Dwyer thanked Mr. Malone for the presentation and noted that the
update was very informative.

Clir Ger Dunne requested clarification on whether staff members bring home the
Electric Vehicles (EV) to charge them.



Mr. Chris Galvin explained that staff have not being taken home the EVs and to bear
in mind that the EV fleet is being continuously monitored and assessed on their

feasibility.

Mr. Gerry Prendergast noted that the increase with EV numbers will place increase
pressure on the electric grid.
In response, Mr. Chris Galivin clarified that local and national resources will need to

be continuously assessed as the EV fleet increase in numbers.

Item 6 —Briefing on the Winter Maintenance

Mr. James Malone, Senior Executive Engineer gave the members an update in
respect of the Winter Maintenance Plan. The objective of this plan is to keep all the
principal roads in the County open to traffic, free from ice and safe to travel on. The
season for salting starts mid-October and runs to the end of April with salting runs

being carried out twice a night depending on the weather conditions.
The presentation outlined the following:

» Road Network- Winter Maintenance
» Current Practice — Routes Covered
» Demand of Additional Routes

» Assessment and Criteria used
The New Road Requests for salting are based on the following:

» Representations from elected members (Local and National)
» Knowledge of winter accidents

» Feeback from Municipal District staff.

» New constructed roads like the Athy Distributor Roa (ADR)

Following a review on the Council Winter Maintenance Plan 2025/2026 and with the
location of the new machinery yard. The salting route increased by 15 km and areas
like Kilteel, Sunneyhill and Athy Distributor Road (ADR) are now included in the

salting route.



The salting route covers 28.5% of the total roads (National Secondary, Regional and
Local roads that Kildare County Council covers. The Transport, Infrastructure Ireland

(Tl) MmaRC Contractor covers 140km in the County.

He informed the members that currently 5 County Councils are collecting salt from
Kildare County Council, Machinery Yard. Mr. Malone reiterated the importance to
continue to work with Transport Infrastructure Ireland on the operation of the
Regional Salt Barn. It is predicted that 5,000 ton is required for the remainder of
2026 and the salting shed has the capacity of 10,000 ton. The Kildare County
Council budget allocation excluding salt is €682,500.

Mr. James Malone advised the members that the limited scope to increase the 10
routes for salting is maxed, due to Capital /Staff investment needed that would add
to annual costs and the working time directives dictate permitted safe driving

durations.

Clir Noel Connolly requested clarification on whether the supply of salt is sustainable
and the issue with salt banks in housing estates.

Clir Tracey O’Dwyer spoke about the roads taken off the winter maintenance map on
the Kildare County Council website.

Clir Ger Dunne commented on the need for footpaths to be salted.

In response, Mr. Chris Galvin clarified that Kildare County Council don’t have an
ongoing demand for salt banks in estates.

He outlined that 10 trucks with service resources are stretched to deliver salt to the
routes in line with the Winter Maintenance Map. He reiterated that the main
challenge is to reduce fatalities on the roads when carrying out the salt routes during

the winter period.

He agreed that the members comments on the gritting of the footpaths would be
examined and further discussions with the Municipal District Engineers.

Item 7- Review of the Work Programme

Mr. Mark McLoughlin reiterated that the work programme is to strive towards what

can be delivered for the benefit of the County.



ClIr Tracey O’Dwyer outlined the content of the work programme for 2026 asking the
committee members for their vital input into deciding the work programme for 2026

with a submission date of Thursday 26 February to transportreferrals@kildarecoco.ie

Marie Kelly, Meeting Secretary.

Item 8- Any Other Business

ClIr Tracey O’Dwyer expressed thanks on behalf of the SPC committee members to
Mr. Jonathan Hennessy and Mr. James Malone on their comprehensive

presentations.

The members requested that all the presentations be circulated to them after the

meeting.

Clir Tracey O’Dwyer thanked all members for attending this meeting.

The meeting concluded.
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