Chapter 1: Introduction and Strategic Context

Minutes of Special Meeting of Kildare County Council
To consider the Chief Executive’s Report on Member’s Motion’s on the Kildare County Development Plan 2023 - 2029
Held on Monday 9" December 2022 at 10.00am In Aras Chill Dara.

Members ClIr. Fintan Brett , (Cathaoirleach), Clir. Aidan Farrelly, Clir. Angela Feeney, Clir. Anne Breen, Clir. Anne Connolly, Clir Aoife Breslin, Clir. Bernard Caldwell, Clir. Bill Clear, Clir. Brendan Weld, ClIr. Brendan
Wyse, ClIr. Carmel Kelly, Clir. Colm Kenny, Clir. Daragh Fitzpatrick, Cllr. Evie Sammon, Cllr. Ide Cussen, Clir. Ivan Keatley, Clir. Joseph Neville, Clir. Kevin Duffy, ClIr. Mark Stafford, Cllr. Michael Coleman, Clir. Noel Connolly,
ClIr. Noel Heavey, CliIr. Nuala Killeen, ClIr. Padraig McEvoy, Clir. Peter Hamilton, Clir. Seamie Moore, ClIr. Suzanne Doyle, Clir. Tim Durkan, ClIr. Tracey O'Dwyer, ClIr. Vanessa Liston, Clir. Veralouise Behan.

Online Clir. Power, CliIr. Chris Pender, Clir. Mark Leigh, ClIr. Paul Ward, Clir. Noel Connolly, Clir. Brian Dooley, Clir. Naoise O’Cearuil, Clir. Ciara Galvin, CllIr. Fiona McLoughlin Healy

Officials Present: Sonya Kavanagh, Chief Executive, Eoghan Ryan, Director of Services, Gabriel Conlon, Senior Executive Officer, Amy Granville, Senior Planner, Caroline O’ Donnell, Senior Executive Planner, Jane O’Reilly, Senior
Executive Planner, Martin Ryan, Executive Planner, Hester Pieterse, Assistant Planner, Anne Louw, Senior Staff Officer, Joanne Farrell Staff Officer, Carol Forde, Clerical Officer

Clir. Brett (Cathaoirleach) welcomed the Members and Officials to the Special Planning Meeting to consider the Chief Executive’s Report on submissions to the Material Alterations and Member’s Motions to the Kildare County Development
Plan 2023 — 2029. Mr. Conlon advised the Members of their obligations for the meeting as follows; Section 20(3) of the Planning and Development Acts 2000 to 2014 (as amended) states that the Members of the Council are restricted to;

* Considering the proper planning and sustainable development of the area to which the development plan/local area plan relates;

* The statutory obligations of the local authority; and

* Any relevant policies or objectives for the time being of the Government or any Minister of the Government.

In addition, the Elected Members, acting in the interests of the common good and the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, must, in accordance with the ‘Code of Conduct for Councillors’ (July 2019) prepared under the
Local Government Act 2001 (as amended), carry out their duties in a transparent manner, must follow due process and must make their decisions based on relevant considerations. The Section 28 Ministerial Draft Development Plan
Guidelines (2021) issued by the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government state that the statutory elements and remit of the County Development Plan are set out clearly in the Planning and Development Act. In preparing the
County Development Plan, Planning Authorities must exercise caution not to inappropriately stray into the operation of other statutory codes and regulatory regimes that relate to the development sector but are outside the remit of a
development plan. This is applicable to policy or objectives for non-planning functions governed by other legislation and regulations.

The Cathaoirleach proposed to the Members that the Senior Executive Officer would go through all the Green items first and where members wanted to speak to the items that they advise the meeting at the end of each chapter. Clir. Doyle
proposed that the green items be read at the start of each chapter and agreed. This was seconded by Clir Sammon. The members agreed to proceed this way and agreed to all the green items bar any item raised per chapter.
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Gabriel Conlon read out the green items; 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5,
On the proposal of Clir. Doyle and seconded by Clir. McEvoy, it was agreed by all the Members to accept the Chief Executive Report on the green listed items

Item . . Resolved
Proposed Material Alteration No. 1.1 On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Clir. Sammon to
Amend the second paragraph of Section 1.3 as follows: accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation and agreed by the
The most recent census in Ireland was in 2016%°tete. The following infographic (Figure 1) provides highlights of the profile Members.
of the county.
Footnote: Preliminary Census 2022 data was published by the CSO on 23™ June 2022 which indicates that County
Kildare has a current population of 246,977 persons. Detailed CSO data and population analysis for the County will not
be published until 2023.
Item - . Resolved
No. Proposed Material Alteration No. 1.2 On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Clir. Sammon to
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(A) Amend section 1.4 as follows;

A development plan shall, as far as practicable, be consistent with the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as
amended), national plans, regional spatial and economic strategies, and policies and strategies which relate to the
proper planning and sustainable development of land.

(B) Amend 1.4.3 as follows

The aim of the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES) is to strengthen the settlement structure of the Region
and to capitalise on the individual and collective strengths of the region’s cities, towns, and rural areas. It provides
policy responses in the form of Regional Policy Objectives to ensure that people’s needs, such as access to housing,
jobs, ease of travel and overall well-being are met. The Development Plan is required to be consistent with the RSES.
The Strategy is underpinned by three key principles: healthy placemaking, climate action and economic opportunity.

accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation and agreed by the
Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 1.3

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Clir. Sammon to

Amend Section 1.5 to add a final paragraph as follows:

The Council is currently preparing a Sustainable Energy Climate Action Plan (SECAP) which will include targets to
reach the county’s climate change goals over the short, medium and longer term. When published, the targets
identified in the SECAP may be incorporated into the County Development Plan by way of a statutory variation
pursuant to Section 13 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended).

accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation and agreed by the
Members.
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Item No.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 1.4

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Clir. Sammon to

Amend Section 1.8 as follows:

The ‘Strategic Vision’ for the County, as outlined at the start of this chapter, is ‘“To build on the strengths of
the county in order to improve the quality of life of all residents, through the creation of high-quality job
opportunities, by the provision of high-quality residential development supported by adeguate high quality
community and social infrastructure, through the provision of a high-quality sustainable transport network, by
healthy placemaking and transformational regeneration;-by. The vision for County Kildare also supportsing
the transition to a low carbon climate resilient environment, by embracing inclusiveness, ardby enhancing
our patdral-and built environment and enshrining the importance of conserving, restoring and protecting
Kildare’s biodiversity for future generations.

accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation and agreed by the
Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 1.5

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Clir. Sammon to

Add an additional key principle in Section 1.8.1 as follows:
(xi) To promote co-ordinated spatial planning to conserve and enhance the biodiversity of our protected
habitats and species including landscape and heritage protection.

accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation and agreed by the
Members.
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Chapter 2: Core Strategy & Settlement Strategy

Gabriel Conlon read out the green items; 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 2.5, 2.6,2.7,2.8, 2.9, 2.102.11, 212, 2.13, 2.14, 2.15, 2.16, 2.17, 2.18, 2.19, 2.20,
On the proposal of Clir. Doyle and seconded by Clir. Sammon, it was agreed by all the Members to accept the Chief Executive Report on the green listed items.

Item No. . . Resolved
Proposed Material Alteration No. 2.1 On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Clir. Sammon to accept

Display the Aim for Chapter 2 similar to other chapters, i.e., within the Chief Executive’s recommendation and agreed by the Members.
a ‘box’. Amend Section 2.1 as follows:

To provide for the delivery of an additional 9,144 housing units to accommodate an additional 25,146
people by the end of the Plan period, and to continue to create the environment to retain existing and
attract new employers to locate in County Kildare through the delivery of sustainable, compact settlements
supported by a commensurate level of physical,

and social and green infrastructure to mitigate against climate change and enhance the quality of life of
residents.

. . Resolved
“ Proposed Material Alteration No. 2.2 On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Clir. Sammon to accept

As a direct result of the coronavirus pandemic, the 20212 Census was postponed and conducted by the
CSO in April 2022. Preliminary census data was published in June 2022 which indicated that County
Kildare has a population of 246,977 persons, representing an 11% increase from Census 2016 (up by
24 473 persons from 222,504 in 2016) and is now the county with the fourth highest population, after
counties Dublin, Cork, and Galway. Detailed CSO data and population analysis for the County will not be
publlshed until 2023 and therefore the most up to date populatlon analysrs is Census 2016 Ihrs—eensus—

m—the—State— Over a 20-year perlod (1996 to 2016) Kildare experlenced a 64 8% (+87, 512) increase in its
population base, the second highest rate in the State. The growth rate from 2006 to 2046 2022 was
32.5%. of 19-4%-is-the-fourth-highestin-the-State: Of note is that County Kildare is now one of the largest
counties in the state, however commensurate funding is not provided by government per head of
population over the last 3 intercensal periods.
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Item No. Proposed Material Alteration No. 2.3 Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.
(A) Amend Table 2.2 as follows; Chief Executives Response Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s

The Transitional Regional and County Population Projections to 2031 | The approach taken for Maynooth is to comply recommendation and agreed by the Members.

for Kildare as provided in the NPF Roadmap and the RSES, are as | Wwith NPO 68, which allocates an additional
follows: population of up to 10,000 persons to the Key

Town of Maynooth. The precise allocation that
will be attributed to Maynooth will be determined
at Local Area Plan stage on foot of detailed

assessments and audits of available social and
physical infrastructure.

Table 2.2 - Transitional Population Projections

_ Neither Naas, Celbridge nor Leixlip have similar
(B) Add new text to the end of the last paragraph of Section 2.5.2 as provisos within the NPF or RSES for additional

follows; population growth. The methodology for the
The above figures for Kildare provide for a population range for the formulation of Local Area Plans for settlements
period to 2026 and onwards to 2031. Taking the higher range for each | across County Kildare are based on the
growth band, the county population is projected to increase by 31,500 | preparation of a series of detailed assessments
persons to 2026 with an additional 12,500 to the year 2031. The including an Infrastructural ~ Assessment
MASP Transitional Population Projections, adjusted to comply with (Settlement ~ Capacity ~ Audit), a  Social
NPO 68, allocate an additional population of up to 10,000 persons to | Infrastructure  Audit and an Area Based
the Key Town of Maynooth within County Kildare up to the year 2031. | Transport Assessment (ABTA) to determine the
The transitional population targets apply to compact growth in tandem suitability da?d | cadpaC|ty of . spect;flc t.S'teS _IEO
with existing or planned delivery of high-capacity public transport :ﬁggg:;n]% rzg ditei]:nalu;:plflzgg]r?inotrizc;(g/;?ow(r)\
corridors in the Key Towns. The precise allocation that will be

. , , of Naas and the Self-Sustaining Growth Town of
attributed to Maynooth will be determined at Local Area Plan stage on Leixlip in the County Development Plan (as

foot of detailed assessments and audits of available social and specifically referenced in submission no. 174 and
physical infrastructure. 191) and additional provision to be specifically

provided for Celbridge in the County
Submissions/Observations Development Plan (as specifically referenced in
The following relates to Submission No. 174. submission no. 210) is considered premature to
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The new Development Plan will play a critical role in the delivery of
housing in the right places ‘to deliver compact growth’. The first element
of this is to ensure that the allocation of future growth is directed towards
the key towns of Naas, Maynooth and self-sustaining growth towns, with
good rail links such as Leixlip.

The submission recommends that growth identified for the lower order
towns be reallocated to Naas and Leixlip in the core strategy rather than
continuing to allocate growth in unsustainable locations, dispersed
across the county. Also, it is recommended that the Planning Authority
defines the extent of “additional provision” for settlements such as
Leixlip and Naas, as per 4.4.3 of the Development Plan Guidelines for
Planning Authorities and that the population targets in Table 2.8 of the
Draft Plan Core Strategy be amended to ensure that the adopted
Development Plan takes further account of the adopted Development
Plan Guidelines 2022(July 2022) in the formulation of the Core Strategy
allocations for towns such as Naas and Leixlip.

The submission welcomes the Proposed Material Alteration No. 2.3
which allocates an additional 10,000 population to the Key Town of
Maynooth up to the year 2031 in accordance with National Policy
Objective 68 of the National Planning Framework (NPF) and reinforced
in the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES). The submission
considers that, following the publication of the preliminary Census 2022
population figures which indicate County-wide growth exceeding the
‘Upper’ population projection set out in the NPF for 2022; taken in
combination with the ‘Additional Provision’ in the Development Plan
Guidelines published in June 2022, that separate additional population
allocations should be applied to the key town of Naas and self-
sustaining growth town of Leixlip.

the outcome of the comprehensive evidence-
based methodology which is central to the
Council’s local area plan making process.

The settlement strategy, as proposed, takes a
balanced approach which seeks to consolidate
and sustainably develop all settlements,
including rural settlements, in a manner which
fully aligns with both national and regional policy.
In this regard, it is noted that one of the stated
National Strategic Outcomes of the NPF is
strengthened rural economies and communities.
Also, while acknowledging the provisions of the
Guidelines on Development Plans relating to
additional provision, the Council has adopted a
bespoke approach which will provide for the
potential of additional provision on a case-by-
case basis within the main settlements of the
county as part of the local area plan process.
This will consider the specific development
circumstances of each settlement and factor in
issues including extant permissions and the
potential residential development yield from sites
zoned town centre and existing residential/infill.
Such a position aligns with Section 4.4.3 of the
aforementioned Guidelines which state that it is
‘on a settlement basis, the precise extent to
which zoned lands and sites in excess of that
required to match the agreed housing supply
target are provided, is to be determined by
the planning authority’.
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The submission also notes that the key town of Maynooth and Leixlip
will benefit substantially from the Dart+ programme. The development
of appropriate densities and expanded residential areas, will underpin,
and deliver a return to the exchequer on this significant public
investment in public infrastructure.

A greater commitment to the use of detailed 2022 Census data when
published in 2023 should be used to directly inform Local Area Plans
and that population targets be adjusted accordingly alongside housing
targets to ensure the continued and sustainable growth of Naas and
Leixlip in tandem with current growth trends.

Submission no. 174 proposes to add the following text amendment to
PMA No. 2.3. The additional text proposed is highlighted in red below.
“The above figures for Kildare provide for a population range for the
period to 2026 and onwards to 2031. Taking the higher range for each
growth band, the county population is projected to increase by 31,500
persons to 2026 with an additional 12,500 to the year 2031. The MASP
Transitional Population Projections, adjusted to comply with NPO 68,
allocate an additional population of up to 10,000 persons to the Key
Town of Maynooth within County Kildare up to the year 2031. The
transitional population targets apply to compact growth in tandem with
existing or planned delivery of high-capacity public transport corridors
in the Key Towns. The precise allocation that will be attributed to
Maynooth will be determined at Local Area Plan stage on foot of detailed
assessments and audits of available social and physical infrastructure.
On foot of Census 2022 preliminary data indicating an 11% population
increase in Kildare in the period 2016 to 2022, the preparation of Local
Area Plans including population and housing allocations shall be directly
informed by detailed Small Area Population Statistics (SAPS) to be
published in 2023. Provision shall be made for up to an additional 7,500
population in the Key Town of Naas, consistent with the approach taken

The calculation of the housing target is based on
actual housing delivery and the unmet housing
demand in the county. The methodology used to
determine the housing target to the end of the
Plan period is set out in Table 2.4 and its
accompanying footnotes (see also Core Strategy
Methodology in Appendix 9 of the dCDP).

The request in the submission that a greater
commitment to the use of detailed 2022 Census
data when published in 2023 should be used to
directly inform Local Area Plans is addressed
under PMA 2.15, which states the following
‘Align the Kildare County Development Plan
2023-2029, with the up-to-date population from
Census 2022 where there are verified material
population differentials at settlement level to
those in Table 2.8 of the Plan, by way of a
statutory variation/review pursuant to Section 13
of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as
amended).” Also, PMA No. 2.7 proposes the
following new footnote be added to Table 2.8: ‘As
Local Area Plans are prepared during the lifetime
of this County Development Plan, the Census
2022 figure will be used as the population
baseline from which projected population growth
will be calculated for each individual LAP town,
where available. Any LAP prepared before the
publication of the Census 2022 Small Area
Population Statistics (SAPS) will require an
updated population estimate to be prepared for
the Draft LAP (to be based on factors including
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with Maynooth with up to an additional 5,000 population allocation to the
Self-Sustaining Growth Town of Leixlip. This will allow for the
sustainable growth of these towns in alignment with current population
trends demonstrated in the preliminary 2022 Census results.

The following relates to Submission No. 138.

Submission no. 138 states that according to the last census Kildare has
a population of 246,977 and the county’s excellent infrastructure
ensures that it is well placed to achieve the goals set out in the National
Planning Framework however, housing availability continues to be the
biggest challenge to Kildare’s competitiveness. Housing supply targets
for Kildare under this development plan are 9,144 and current housing
stock levels are inadequate. It is crucial that the level of housing supply
target is correct for key growth towns such as Naas, Maynooth and the
surrounds. The population averages used in the National Planning
Framework are too low to calculate future need and will negatively
impact the County’s ability to attract new businesses.

The following relates to Submission No. 230.

The submission welcomes the insertion of text into Section 2.5.2 but
submits that the correct reference to the Joint Local Area Plan 2024-
2030 for Maynooth should be included. Furthermore, the submission
refers to the wording ‘the precise allocation that will be attributed to
Maynooth will be determined...... ’ and states that the wording
presumably refers to where the population allocation (thus housing
and zoning) will be made within the settlement boundary (Kildare and
Meath combined) rather than elsewhere in the County and should
therefore be clarified and amended accordingly.

The following relates to Submission No. 210.
The submission states that separate additional population allocations
should be applied for the upper tier settlements within the Metropolitan

the quantum of residential units built since
Census 2016), which will differ from that shown
in the ‘2021 Population Estimate’ column in this
table.’

In relation to submission no. 230, it is considered
appropriate to amend part (B) of Proposed
Material Alteration No. 2.3 to include the correct
reference to the Joint Local Area Plan 2024-
2030 for Maynooth. Regarding the allocated
additional population of up to 10,000 persons for
Maynooth, it should be noted that the population
allocation for Maynooth under NPO 68 is in
addition to the growth allocation for the town at
County level.

Under the provisions of NPO 68 of the National
Planning Framework a Metropolitan Area
Strategic Plan may enable up to 20% of the
phased population growth targeted in the
principal city and suburban area, to be
transferred to the wider metropolitan area i.e.
outside the city and suburbs or contiguous zoned
area, in addition to growth identified for the
Metropolitan Area. The Metropolitan Area
Strategic Plan (MASP) for Dublin states that the
provisions of NPO 68 shall apply only to the three
Key Towns within the MASP, namely Bray,
Swords and Maynooth, and only if they can
demonstrate compact growth on high capacity
planned or existing public transport corridors.
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area, including the self-sustaining town of Celbridge. The reasoning for
these separate additional population allocations relates to the
publication of the preliminary Census 2022 population figures which
indicate County-wide growth which exceed the annual projected
population for Kildare in 2022 (as set out in Table 14 of the Draft Plan
Appendix 1 ‘Housing Need and Demand assessment & Housing
Strategy’); taken in combination with the ‘Additional Provision’ in the
Development Plan Guidelines published in June 2022

This additional provision should specifically be provided in the
settlement of Celbridge given the existing / planned infrastructure for the
town and the location of Celbridge within the Dublin Metropolitan Area
(DMA). This includes the Dart+ Southwest Project which aims to
modernise and improve existing rail services in the Greater Dublin Area.

Further consideration should be given to the Development Plan
Guidelines 2022. Section 4.4.3 of the Development Plan Guidelines
(DPGs) recognises that additional land should be zoned over and above
the projected housing demand for that settlement.

The following relates to Submission No. 220.

The preliminary Census results record a population of 246,977 for the
County. This is only marginally below the RSES’s projected population
for 2026 of 249,000 and demonstrates the extent to which the RSES’s
and by extension the Draft Plan’s population targets and housing
demand assessment are out of kilter with the 2022 Census results. It is
therefore considered appropriate that the population and housing
allocation for the settlement centres is extended upwards which requires
an amendment to Table 2.8 which underestimates the quantum of zoned
land required in each settlement.

The Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly
(EMRA) has in consultation with the MASP
Implementation Group (July 2020) allocated an
additional population growth target of 10,000 to
Maynooth over the period to 2031, as provided
for under NPO 68.

Table 3.1: Transitional Population Projections for
Maynooth adjusted to comply with NPO 68

Census | NPO 68 | 2031 high
2016 | Allocation | (adjusted)
Maynooth | 14,500 | 10,000 24,500

Census (10,000
Pop. to Kildare

(Kildare County
and Meath) Council)

Chief Executives Recommendation

Accept Proposed Material Alteration No. 2.3 (A)
and to accept Proposed Material Alteration No.
2.3 (B) with a minor amendment;

Add new text to the end of the last paragraph of
Section 2.5.2 as follows;

The above figures for Kildare provide for a
population range for the period to 2026 and
onwards to 2031. Taking the higher range for
each growth band, the county population is
projected to increase by 31,500 persons to
2026 with an additional 12,500 to the year
2031. The MASP Transitional Population
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This approach is fully aligned with the objectives of Housing for All to
deliver new homes at scale and in early course; with the National
Planning Framework (NPF) that requires local authorities to develop a
long-term strategic view of housing need; and with the Guidelines on
the preparation of Development Plans that underlines the role that
strategic and sustainable development sites must play in supporting
regeneration.

The following relates to Submission No. 191.

The submission states that the Proposed Material Alteration No. 2.3(A)
includes a reference to the preliminary 2022 Census data. This indicates
a population of 246,977 for the county of Kildare in April 2022,
exceeding the ‘Upper NPF projection in 2022 of c. 241,000 by some
5,977 persons and falling only 2,023 short of the ‘Lower’ NPF population
projection of 249,000 for 2026. This indicates an 11% increase in
population in the 6 years between 2016 to 2022. It is considered that
this rate of population growth will in all probability be sustained. Based
on 2016- 2022 growth rate, the countywide population will exceed the
‘Upper’ NPF projection for 2031 by 22,325 or almost 8%. It is highly
important that the additional housing needs of this additional population
over the plan period are fully provided for in the core strategy of the plan.

Projections, adjusted to comply with NPO 68,
allocate an additional population of up to
10,000 persons to the Key Town of Maynooth
within County Kildare up to the year 2031. The
transitional population targets apply to compact
growth in tandem with existing or planned
delivery of high-capacity public transport
corridors in the Key Towns. The precise
population allocation that will be attributed to
Maynooth will be determined atLocalAreaPlan
stage through the preparation of the Joint Local
Area Plan 2024-2030 for Maynooth on foot of
detailed assessments and audits of available
social and physical infrastructure.
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Further consideration should be given to the Development Plan
Guidelines 2022. Section 4.4.3 of the Development Plan Guidelines
(DPGs) recognise that additional land should be zoned over and above
the projected housing demand for that settlement.

To address the requirement to ensure sufficient provision of housing
land/sites, the DPGs include an allowance for ‘Additional Provision’, of
zoned lands of 20-25% of the required quantum of zoned land and sites
in settlements in any planning authority area as a whole for any six-year
plan period. It is submitted that this additional provision should be
provided in the settlement of Leixlip so as to ensure that the delivery of
the level of housing is appropriate to its position on a high-capacity rail
line in the metropolitan area, having regard to current and future housing
needs of a rapidly growing population.

Overall, it is considered that, following the publication of the preliminary
Census 2022 population figures which indicate County-wide growth
exceeding the ‘Upper’ population projection set out in the NPF for 2022;
taken in combination with the ‘Additional Provision’ in the Development
Plan Guidelines published in June 2022, that separate additional
population allocations should be applied to direct growth of upper tier
settlements within the Metropolitan area, including to the self-sustaining
growth town of Leixlip.
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Item
No.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 2.4

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by ClIlr.

Amend the first sentence of the first paragraph and add a new
paragraph at the beginning of Section 2.6:

The impacts of climate change, and the vulnerability of poor
communities to climate change, vary greatly, but generally,
climate change is superimposed on existing vulnerabilities.
One of the areas where both environmental pollution and
climate policy has significant impacts on vulnerable
communities is in relation to transportation.

For this reason, tFhe promotion of a compact urban form of
development, including sustainable rural development, is a
central part of reducing the need to travel and mitigating
climate change and to enhance public transport options for
these areas to encourage the use of same.

Submissions/Observations

The following relates to Submission No. 247

It is submitted that the increase in health inequalities due to
climate change is not restricted to economically disadvantaged
communities, but to a wide spectrum of communities that are
socially excluded or disadvantaged. The Environmental Health
Service therefore recommends that consideration is given to
changing ‘poor’ to ‘disadvantaged and socially excluded’
communities, and ‘superimposed’ to ‘exacerbates’ or
‘increases’

Chief Executives Response

The submission is noted and accepted. It is considered
appropriate to amend the wording of Proposed Material
Alteration No. 2.4.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Chief Executives Recommendation

Amend the first sentence of the first paragraph of
Proposed Material Alteration No. 2.4 and add a new
paragraph at the beginning of Section 2.6:

The impacts of climate change, and the vulnerability of
peer certain communities to climate change, vary
greatly, but generally, climate change is-superimposed
degrades en existing vulnerabilities. One of the areas
where both environmental pollution and climate policy
has significant impacts on vulnerable communities is in
relation to transportation.

For this reason, tFhe promotion of a compact urban
form of development, including sustainable rural
development, is a central part of reducing the need to
travel and mitigating climate change and to enhance
public transport options for these areas to encourage
the use of same.

m Proposed Material Alteration No. 2.5

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

‘ Amend paragraph 1 of Section 2.10 as follows:

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s

recommendation and agreed by the Members.
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The Sustalnable Residential Development Guidelines generally encourages net densities of between 35-50 dwelllngs per

A A e—Net densities of less than 30 dwellings per
hectare will be considered on a case-by-case basis having regard to the existing pattern of development and
characteristics of the receiving environment'.

Item Proposed Material Alteration No. 2.6

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by ClIlr.

Amend Table 2.8 as follows:
Table 2.8 - Core Strategy Table S

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Item Proposed Material Alteration No. 2.7

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by ClIlr.

Add the following new footnotes to Table 2.8:

(A) Add footnote to column ‘2021 Population Estimate (based on % growth from 2011-2016)’

Footnote: The 2021 population estimate is a holding figure and is used as a guide only until a detailed 2022 county
profile is published by the Central Statistics Office (CSO). Preliminary Census 2022 data was published by the CSO on
23 June 2022 which indicates that County Kildare has a population of 246,977 persons in 2022. Detailed CSO data for
the settlements and population analysis for the County will not be published until 2023. As Local Area Plans are prepared
during the lifetime of this County Development Plan, the Census 2022 figure will be used as the population baseline from
which projected population growth will be calculated for each individual LAP town, where available. Any LAP prepared
before the publication of the Census 2022 Small Area Population Statistics (SAPS) will require an updated population
estimate to be prepared for the Draft LAP (to be based on factors including the quantum of residential units built since
Census 2016), which will differ from that shown in the 2021 Population Estimate’ column in this table.

(B) Add footnote to rows ‘Villages’ and ‘Rural Villages’

New footnote: Objective V GO 4 (Volume 2) is to generally control the scale of individual development proposals to 10-
15% of the existing housing stock of any village or rural settlement over the lifetime of the Plan in accordance with the
Sustainable Residential Development in Urban Areas Guidelines (2009). Furthermore, Objective V GO 9 (Volume 2) is to
restrict growth in a village/rural settlement where necessary physical and social infrastructure cannot be delivered. In the
absence of the necessary physical or social infrastructure, the projected growth for that development centre may be

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

1 Note; consequential amendments to other sections of the dCDP may result on foot of the above.
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allocated to other serviced settlements within the same Municipal District or adjoining Municipal District or to serviced
towns within the upper range of the settlement hierarchy.

(C) Add footnote to rows ‘Villages’ and ‘Rural Villages’

New footnote: Objective V GO 9 (Volume 2) is to restrict growth in a village/rural settlement where necessary physical
and social infrastructure cannot be delivered. In the absence of the necessary physical or social infrastructure, the
projected growth for that development centre may be allocated to other serviced settlements within the same Municipal
District or adjoining Municipal District or to serviced towns within the upper range of the settlement hierarchy.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 2.8

Resolved
On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by

Amend objective CSO 1.3 as follows:

To actively engage with the Eastern Midlands Regional Assembly during the mid-term review of the Regional Spatial and
Economic Strategy and to inform the consideration of how urban settlements, regional growth centres and the retail
hierarchy are designated within the region.

Cllr. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Resolved
On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by

Amend objective CSO 1.5 as follows:

Promote compact growth and the renewal of towns and villages through the development of underutilised town centres
and brownfield sites, and where appropriate, pursue through active land management measures a co-ordinated planned
approach to developing appropriately zoned lands at key locations, including regeneration areas, vacant sites and under-
utilised areas in cooperation with state agencies, while also maintaining a ‘live’ baseline dataset and to monitor the
delivery of population growth on existing zoned and serviced lands to achieve the sustainable compact growth targets of
30% of all new housing within the existing urban footprint of settlements.

Cllr. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 2.10

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by

Amend objective CSO 1.7 as follows:

Promote and facilitate the development of sustainable and socially integrated communities through land-use-planning a
plan-led approach that is informed by settlement capacity audits and social infrastructure audits, by providing for land
uses zoning designations capable of accommodating employment, environmental education, community, leisure,

m Proposed Material Alteration No. 2.9

Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.
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education campuses, childcare, recreational and cultural facilities having regard to the quality of the receiving
environment, and any landscape character, andthe archaeological and architectural heritage sensitivities.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 2.11

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by

Amend objective CSO 1.9 as follows:

Review and prepare on an ongoing basis a portfolio of Local Area Plans (LAPs) for the mandatory LAP settlements (and
environs, where appropriate) of Naas, Maynooth, Newbridge, Leixlip, Kildare, Athy, Celbridge, Kilcock, Monasterevin,
Sallins, Clane and Kilcullen in accordance with the objectives of the County Development Plan and all relevant Section
28 Ministerial Guidelines.

Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 2.12

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by

Add new objective after objective CSO 1.9 and renumber objectives accordingly:
Prepare a Joint Local Area Plan for Maynooth and Environs in conjunction with Meath County Council.

Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 2.13

Resolved
On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by

Amend objectlve CSO 1.11 as follows:

eentnbute—te—tewn—and—wﬂage#enewat Contlnue to |mplement the Council’'s programme of regeneratlon and renewal

projects and actively seek funding from relevant agencies and Government sources including the Rural/Urban
Regeneratlon and Development Fund (RRDF/URDF) in order to ensure the equitable delivery of projects across County
~ ¢. andto-e-and eEndeavour to ensure key
that such project ptens proposals are, where possible, fully prepared in advance of funding announcements-, and to have
resources allocated to focus on undeveloped projects or match funded opportunities.

Cllr. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 2.14

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by

Amend objective CSO 1.12 as follows:
Reqwre that the de3|gn of future development&eeeu%&memanneHhaHae#ﬁatessust&#aMe%m%eLpa&emsemﬁha

complles with the 10- m|nute settlement pr|n0|ple though the creatlon of a safe attractlve permeable and umversally

accessible environment for pedestrians-and-eyelists all,-where-measurably-adequate-transpertlinks-are-in-place-orwill

Cllr. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.
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them,; including permeability to existing estates to require public consultation which maximises the potential for active
modes of travel along with accessibility to both present and planned public transport options and to advocate for
increased public transport options to meet this goal where none are in place.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 2.15

Resolved
On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded

Amend objective CSO 1.18 as follows:

Fo-consideraligning Align the Kildare County Development Plan 2023-2029, with the up-to-date population from the
forthcoming Census 2022 where there are verified material population differentials at settlement level to those in Table
2.8 of the Plan, by way of a statutory variation/review pursuant to Section 13 of the Planning and Development Act 2000
(as amended).

by CllIr. Sammon to accept the Chief
Executive’s recommendation and agreed by
the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 2.16

Resolved
On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded

Add new objective after CSO 1.18 as follows and renumber objectives accordingly:

Prepare a Local Transport Plan, Settlement Capacity Audit and Social Infrastructure Audit for each local area plan, in
order to facilitate the integration of land use and transportation, to apply a tiered approach to zoning and to identify
deficiencies in social infrastructure provision, all in order to provide a sustainable growth strategy for each town.

by Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief
Executive’s recommendation and agreed by
the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 2.17

Resolved
On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded

Add new objective after CSO 1.18 as follows and renumber objectives accordingly:

Monitor the delivery of new housing units and facilitating infrastructure (i.e., Irish Water Capital Investment Programme,
Irish Rail DART + Programmes etc.) across County Kildare? on an annual basis to ensure general compliance with the
County Development Plan Core Strategy and housing supply targets to inform possible redistribution if/where
appropriate.

by Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief
Executive’s recommendation and agreed by
the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 2.18

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded

transport routes (Dart+ services, Bus Connects routes and any designated bus only/ bus priority route) are considered in

by CllIr. Sammon to accept the Chief
Executive’s recommendation and agreed by
the Members.

2 In accordance with the CSO Housing Completion data
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the appropriate Local Area Plan process, in conjunction with the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy and

Metropolitan-Area-StrategicPlan-to support new distributed growth in County Kildare during the lifetime of this Plan and
to inform the next GBP County Development Plan, LAPs, UDZs and or any other plans or variation.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 2.19

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded

Add new objective after CSO 1.18 as follows and renumber objectives accordingly:
Support the implementation of LEADER Programmes equally across all areas which aim to deliver a range of rural
enterprise, social inclusion and community development initiatives in County Kildare.

by CllIr. Sammon to accept the Chief
Executive’s recommendation and agreed by
the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 2.20

Resolved
On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded

Add new objective after CSO 1.18 and renumber objectives accordingly (Move from Chapter 4 to Chapter 2):

Consider any proposal for a Strategic Development Zone (SDZ) in County Kildare on its merits, having regard to the
characteristics of the proposed area and the ability of the receiving environment to absorb new development of the level
proposed.

by Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief
Executive’s recommendation and agreed by
the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 2.21

Clir. S. Doyle stated that Lackagh Mountrice
function as a single settlement.

(a) Amend Table 2.6 — Rural Nodes to delete ‘Lackagh’ and to
include ‘Lackagh/Mountrice’ in Table 2.8 as a ‘Rural Having regard to the deficiency of available physical and
Settlement’ community infrastructure relative to other rural nodes and
(b) Amend Map Ref: V1-2.2, remove Lackagh as a ‘Rural Node’ | rural settlements, it is not recommended that Mountrice

and insert Lackagh/Mountrice as a ‘Rural Settlement’. See Map | be designated within the County Development Plan
below. (CDP). However, it is considered appropriate to designate

Lackagh as a rural node within the CDP.
(See also response to OPR — submission no. 249)

Chief Executive’s Response

Chief Executive’s Recommendation
Not to accept Proposed Material Alteration No.2.21.

Clir. Duffy agreed. Clir. Hamilton raised
concerns about ribbon development.
Amy Granville advised the Members that
they would need to provide their planning
reasons if voting against the Chief
Executive’s recommendation and of
consequential amendments.

Clir. Doyle advised the meeting that;
Lackagh Mountrice function as one
conurbation. The merits of including Lackagh
which have been agreed equally apply to
Mountrice and to include Lackagh Mountrice
within settlement boundary simply
acknowledges the reality of situation. Some
settlements within our County are so
intrinsically linked that to include one without
the other fails to recognise the practical
function of the area. Much in the manner in
which we are frequently including Sallins and
Naas as a two settlements that function
together or indeed, Ballyshannon and
Calverstown. Furthermore the settlement of
Lackagh Mountrice is a vibrant community
serviced by a primary school, GAA Club and
many local community groups. The inclusion
of Mountrice in conjunction with Lackagh is
consistent with planning policies that support
sustainable development of rural
communities through consolidation of our
settlements where social infrastructure
exists.

Resolved
The Members voted and resolved not to accept
the Chief Executive’s recommendation.
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Submissions/Observations

See submission from the Office of the Planning Regulator in
the Chief Executive’s report as circulated to the Elected
Members on 14" November in relation to RS 1, RS 2, RS 3 and
RS 4 (Recommendation No. 1 refers).
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Chapter 3: Housing

Gabriel Conlon read out the green items; 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4,3.5, 3.6, 3.7, 3.8, 3.9, 3.11, 3.12, 3.13, 3.14, 3.15, 3.16, 3.18, 3.19, 3.21, 3.23, 3.24, 3.5, 3.26, 3.27, 3.28, 3.29, 3.30, 3.31,3.33, 3.34

On the proposal of Clir. Doyle and seconded by Clir.Sammon, it was agreed by all the Members to accept the Chief Executive Report on the green listed items with the exception of the raised items by the members which will
be dealt with together with the red items.

Item
No.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 3.1

Amend the heading of Section 3.7 as follows:

3.7 Residential Densityies and-Building-Height

Resolved

On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by
Cllr. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 3.2

Amend paragraph four of Section 3.7 as follows:

The Guidelines for Planning Authorities on Sustainable Residential Development in Urban Areas, DEHLG (2009)
and Urban Development and Building Height Guidelines, DHLGH (2018) outline appropriate densities and building
heights applicable to settlements of various size and location within these settlements. For further details on the
implementation of the Urban Development and Building Height Guidelines refer to Section 14.8 Urban Design and
Building Heights.

Resolved

On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by
Cllr. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 3.3

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by

Delete the text of Section 3.7 as follows:

Aligned with the principle of greater densification, will be the requirement to consider greater height in appropriate

'he Urban Development and Building Height Guidelines for Planning Authorities published in December 2018 state
that increasing prevailing building heights has a critical role to play in addressing both the scale and density of
development. The guidelines also note that increased building height is a factor in assisting modern placemaking and
improving the overall quality of our urban environments. The strategic approach, therefore, is to promote more
intensive forms of development, including increased height, whilst ensuring that high quality places and a good quality

Cllr. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.
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Resolved

On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by
Cllr. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.
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Item

Item

Item
No.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 3.5

Amend reference from the-elderly to older persons throughout the plan.

Resolved

On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by
Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 3.6

Amend objective HO 022 as follows:

Regquire To meet the needs of older people and persons with a disability threugh by requiring the provision of
alternative accommodation, such as age appropriate homes, independent and assisted living units, day-care
facilities, nursing homes and specialised care units (e.g. dementia specific units) to meet the needs of older people
and to facilitate the provision of a range of housing options for elderly older persons in central, convenient and easily
accessible locations, integrating such housing with mainstream housing through the designation application of a
location specific objective (Specific Local Objectives (SLO)) specificland-uses at appropriate and optimised strategic
locations particularly on Council owned land in mandatory Local Area Plans in County Kildare.

Resolved

On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by
Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 3.7

Amend action HO A6 as follows:
Promote Ballymore Eustace as a national exemplar model of an age friendly, universally accessible, climate-friendly
village and seek to facilitate and support this model for other settlements within County Kildare.

Resolved

On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by
Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 3.8

Add a new objective after objective HO O33 as follows and renumber objectives accordingly:
Support the implementation of the recommendations of the Irish Human Rights & Equality Commission Equality
Review on the provision of Traveller accommodation in Co. Kildare.

Resolved

On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by
Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 3.9 (to be read in conjunction with next item)
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Amend the last paragraph before Table 3.4 in Section 3.13.3 as follows:

Cluster type developments of five houses or less may be considered in rural areas on family farm holdings for
applicants who are family members or adjacent to urban boundaries where no other land is available and comply
with the social or economic element of the rural housing policy, where there has not been speculative sale of sites.

Resolved

On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by
Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

MOTION - received from Clir Tim Durkan (to be read in conjunction with previous item)

Clir Durkan stated that if passed as is, it will restrict
second child/family member getting permission.

Not to accept proposed material alteration No 3.9 Chief Executive’s Response

It is considered that PMA No. 3.9 provides sufficient
flexibility to accommodate proposals for cluster type
developments where there has not been speculative sale
of sites.

Chief Executive’s Recommendation
Accept Proposed Materiel Alteration No 3.9

Clir. Breslin advised that solutions needed to be

advantage would be taken.

Amy Granville advised the Members that the policy
on clusters was one application as a whole for the
cluster.

Resolved
The Members voted and resolved to accept the
Chief Executive’s recommendation.

found for rural housing and that if this was included,

Proposed Material Alteration No. 3.10

Resolved
On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by

Amend HO P11 as follows:

Facilitate subject to all appropriate environmental assessments proposals for dwellings in the countryside outside of
settlements in accordance with NPF Policy NPO 19 for new Housing in the Open Countryside in conjunction with the
rural housing policy zone map (Map 3.1) and accompanying Schedule of Category of Applicant and Local Need
Criteria set out in Table 3.4 and in accordance with the objectives set out below. Documentary evidence of
compliance with the rural housing policy must be submitted as part of the planning application.

Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 3.11 (to be read in conjunction with next item)

Clir. S. Doyle disagreed with the proposed change,
Clir Keatley agreed.

Amend objective HO O50 as follows:

Require that all applications to demonstrate the ability to provide safe vehicular access to the site where without the
necessity to remove extensive stretches of native hedgerow and trees. All applications will be considered on a case-
by-case basis, having regard to, the quality of the hedgerow, age and historical context, if an old town boundary
hedgerow speC|es composmon site context and proposed mltlgatlon measures epean—demenstrate—exrstmg

IAmy Granville advised that the text would then
revert to the Draft CDP text.

Cllr. Liston, Hamilton and Cussen agreed with the
proposed changes.

Amy Granville advised the Members that the
Hedgerow Position paper supports this proposed
change.

Resolved
The Members voted and resolved to accept the
Chief Executive’s recommendation.
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Note; The need for the removal of extensive roadside hedgerow may indicate that the site is unsuitable for

development.

MOTION - received from Clir Mark Stafford (to be read in conjunction with previous item)

Resolved
n the proposal by ClIr. Doyle and seconded by

Not to accept PMA 3.11 or in the alternative delete the
footnote as previously agreed.

Chief Executive’s Response
Agreed. Delete the ‘Note’.

Chief Executive’s Recommendation

Amend objective HO O50 as follows:

Require that all applications to demonstrate the ability to
provide safe vehicular access to the site where without
the necessity to remove extensive stretches of native
hedgerow and trees. All applications will be considered
on a case-by-case basis, having regard to, the quality of
the hedgerow, age and historical context, if an old town
boundary hedgerow, species composition, site context
and proposed mitigation measures er-can-demonstrate

existing-hedgerow-is-hot-hative-and-provide-alandsecape

Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 3.12

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by

Add a new objective after objective HO O50 as follows and renumber objectives accordingly:
Recognise the biodiversity and ecosystem services value of established hedgerows within rural and urban settings
and where hedgerow must be moved to achieve minimum sight lines, a corresponding length of hedgerow of similar

Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.
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|
e

Item
No.

species composition (native and of local provenance) shall be planted along the new boundary, while allowing
occasional hedgerow trees to develop.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 3.13

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.

Add a new policy in Section 3.13.5 as follows and renumber objectives accordingly:

Consider the presence of bat species, all of which are listed on Annex IV of the Habitats Directive in the
restoration/refurbishment of traditional structures and to ensure applications relating to the restoration and re-use of
vernacular structures and houses in the countryside are accompanied by a bat survey report, as required and
appropriate.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 3.14 (to be read in conjunction with next item)

Resolved
On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Amend policy HO P21 as follows:

Consider, applications for one-off housing in areas bordering neighbouring counties, where the proposed site is
located on family land within County Kildare, at a distance of up to 2km located in Zone 1 and up to 5km located in
Zone 2, from the county boundary. Applicants will be required to demonstrate, to the satisfaction of the planning
authority, that no suitable family-owned site is available in the adjoining county and that all other aspects of rural
housing policy including local need, siting and design are complied with and that no significant negative
environmental effects will occur as a result of the development. The applicant shall also fully demonstrate that they
are building their rural dwelling and that it will be for their permanent place of residence.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

MOTION - received from Clir Mark Stafford (to be read in conjunction with previous item)
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Not to accept PMA 3.14 on the basis that "negative
environment effects" are not defined.

Submissions/Observations
Meath County Council (sub no. 230) welcomed Proposed
Material Alteration No. 3.14.

Chief Executive’s Response

The reference to the negative effects relates to the
Strategic Environmental Assessment Guidelines for
Regional Assemblies and Planning Authorities and
associated European Directive.

The Strategic Environmental Assessment carried out to
comply with the European Directive® to inform the draft
CDP recommended that the following text was added to
Policy HO P21 ‘and that no significant

negative environmental effects will occur as a result of the
development.’

Chief Executive’s Recommendation

Accept Proposed Material Alteration No. 3.14.

Clir. Stafford stated that ‘negative
environmental effects’ should be defined.
Amy Granville suggested the following
footnote be inserted;

Negative environmental effects may include,
inter alia, impacts on; groundwater quality,
landscape character, protected habitats and
designated sites. Impacts will be site specific
and therefore differ from site to site and have
regard to Appendix B of the ‘SEA Guidelines
for Regional Assemblies and Planning
Authorities’.

Resolved

'The members voted and agreed to accept the
Chief Executive’s recommendation with the
insertion of the footnote as read out above.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 3.15

Resolved
On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded

Amend the final bullet point of Section 3.14 as follows:
Where the RRD exceeds 25 units per square kilometre
there will be a presumption against further one-off
houses, however in certain circumstances the above
limits on RRD* may be exceeded subject to the
exceptions outlined in section 3.14 of Chapter 3 of
Volume 1.

Submissions/Observations
The following relates to Submission Nos. 170 and 189.
Amend PMA No. 3.15 as follows.

Chief Executives Response

It is considered in the interests of consistency that PMA
No. 3.15 should align with PMA No. 3.22. Therefore, the
above figure, which relates to the number of units per
square kilometre in rural areas should be amended from
25 to 30.

by Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief
Executive’s recommendation and agreed by
the Members.

Chief Executives Recommendation
Accept Proposed Material Alteration No. 3.15, to include
the following amendment:

3 Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) of plans and programmes European Directive 2001/42/EC (‘the SEA Directive’)
4 Rural Residential Density
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*Where the RRD exceeds 25 30 units per square
kilometre there will be a presumption against further one-
off houses, however in certain circumstances the above
limits on RRD3 may be exceeded subject to the
exceptions outlined in Section 3.14 of Chapter 3 of
Volume 1.

Rationale: so that Material Alteration No. 3.15
corresponds with Proposed Material Alteration No. 3.22.

Where the RRD exceeds 25 30 units per square
kilometre there will be a presumption against further
one-off houses, however in certain circumstances the
above limits on RRD® may be exceeded subject to
the exceptions outlined in section 3.14 of Chapter 3
of Volume 1.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 3.16 (to be read in conjunction with next item)

Resolved
On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded

Amend policy HO P24 as follows:

Sensitively consider the capacity of the receiving environment to absorb further development of the nature proposed
through the application of Kildare County Councils ‘Single Rural Dwelling Density’ Toolkit (see Appendix 11) and
facilitate where possible those with a demonstrable social or economic need to reside in the area. Applicants will be
required to demonstrate, to the satisfaction of the planning authority that no significant negative environmental
effects will occur as a result of the development. In this regard, the Council will:

¢ examine and consider the extent and density of existing development in the area,

¢ the degree and pattern of ribbon development in the proximity of the proposed site.

by CllIr. Sammon to accept the Chief
Executive’s recommendation and agreed by
the Members.

Item

No.

MOTION - received from Clir Mark Stafford (to be read in conjunction with previous item)

5 Rural Residential Density
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Not to accept PMA 3.16 on the basis that "negative
environmental effects" are not defined.

Chief Executives Response

The Strategic Environmental Assessment carried out to
comply with the European Directive® to inform the draft
CDP recommended that the following text was added to
Policy HO P24, ‘Applicants will be required to
demonstrate, to the satisfaction of the planning authority
that no significant negative environmental effects will
occur as a result of the development.’

Chief Executives Recommendation
Accept Proposed Material Alteration No. 3.16.

CliIr. Stafford stated that ‘negative
environmental effects’ should be defined.
Amy Granville suggested the following
footnote be inserted;

Negative environmental effects may include,
inter alia, impacts on; groundwater quality,
landscape character, protected habitats and
designated sites. Impacts will be site specific
and therefore differ from site to site and have
regard to Appendix B of the ‘SEA Guidelines
for Regional Assemblies and Planning
Authorities’.

Resolved

The members voted and agreed to accept the
Chief Executive’s recommendation with the
insertion of the footnote as read out above

m Proposed Material Alteration No. 3.17 (to be read in conjunction with next item)

Resolved
On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded

Add new text after the Note below Objective HO O56 as
follows:

A clearly defined urban area may be omitted from the
calculations (applying a pro-rata density on the balance
of area within the square kilometre buffer), however,
where extensive sprawl and ribbon development extends
from an urban centre or village, then these units — if they
fall within the circle — may be used in the calculation of
the rural residential density. If the circle/area passes
through the curtilage of a residential site, then it is
included within the calculation.

Chief Executives Response

There is no inconsistency between PMA No. 3.17 and
PMA No. 3.22. A clear demarcation is required when
calculating the number of units within a square kilometre
and it is considered the clarification outlined above, which
relates to instances where the circle/area passes through
the curtilage of a residential site is necessary, clear and
unambiguous. It will be necessary to amend Appendix 11
where it relates to ribbon development to accord with the
policies and objectives of the Draft Plan.

by Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief
Executive’s recommendation and agreed by
the Members.

¢ Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) of plans and programmes European Directive 2001/42/EC (‘the SEA Directive’)
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Submissions/Observations
The following relates to Submission No. 189.

instances be measured from centre...”

The reference to the curtilage of a residential site should
be omitted from PMA No. 3.17 as it is not consistent with
the footnote to PMA No. 3.22, which states “in all

Chief Executives Recommendation

Accept Proposed Material Alteration No. 3.17 and amend
Appendix 11 ‘Single Rural Dwelling Density Toolkit’ to
remove the following text;

I"tlim MOTION - received from Clir Mark Stafford (to be read in conjunction with previous item)

Amy Granville advised the Members that
‘curtilage’ would be changed to 'centre’.

Not to accept PMA 3.17

Chief Executives Response

PMA No. 3.17 provides clarity on how calculations will be
undertaken using the ‘Single Rural Dwelling Density
Toolkit’

Chief Executives Recommendation

Accept Proposed Material Alteration No. 3.17 and amend
Appendix 11 ‘Single Rural Dwelling Density Toolkit’ to
remove the following text;

Resolved

The Members voted and agreed to accept the
Chief Executive’s recommendation and the
change of ‘curtilage’ to ‘centre’.

m Proposed Material Alteration No. 3.18

Resolved
On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by

(2012).

Add new policy before HO P26 of Section 3.16 as follows and renumber policies accordingly:
Avoid the creation of new accesses for one-off dwellings onto national roads, regardless of the housing circumstance
of the applicant, to comply with the requirements of the Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines, DECLG

Cllr. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.
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Proposed Material Alteration No. 3.19

Amend objective HO 049 as follows:

Require that new dwellings incorporate principles of sustainability and green principles in terms of design, services
and amenities with careful consideration in the choice of materials, roof types (i.e. green roofs), taking advantage of
solar gain/passive housing and the provision of low-carbon and renewable energy technologies as appropriate to the
scale of the development and to support microgeneration in all residential, commercial, agricultural and community
development planning. Other sustainable principles could include the use of Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems
(such as attenuation ponds and grass lined swales), the use of gravel or grasscrete rather than permanent
paving/tarmac for driveways, landscaping and planting for biodiversity/pollinators and adequate waste segregation
and storage space, as set out in Section 15.4 of Chapter 15 (Development Management standards) and the Rural
House Design Guide contained in Appendix 4.

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by
Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 3.20

Resolved
On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by

To include an additional objective in Section 3.13.7 (Providing a sustainable alternative to One Off Housing) to read
as follows and renumber objectives accordingly:

Following the preparation and adoption of the ‘Kildare County Council Serviced Sites Scheme Policy Document’, the
Council will consider varying the Kildare County Development Plan 2023- 2029 (CDP) to incorporate additional
serviced sites’ lands that are located within or adjacent to zoned or designated lands as identified in the CDP.

Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 3.21

Resolved
On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by

Amend HO A8 as follows:
Prepare, within 6 months of the adoption of this Plan, a Kildare County Council Serviced Sites Scheme Policy
Document, for the agreement of the Elected Members, to guide the development of serviced sites, rolaterthan-6

months-afterthe-adoption-ofthis-Plan: This policy document shall;

3) Explore mechanisms to support the delivery of affordable homes and sites, including the provision of smaller
homes and sites which would not compromise the overall quality of life for future occupants. All relevant and
appropriate housing models will also be considered in order to support the delivery of affordable, high-quality

Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.
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homes. To support existing villages and cluster communities that are in decline or are experiencing low
population growth.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 3.22

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by

Amend HO 056 as follows:

Carefully manage Single Rural Dwelling Densities to between15-and-25-units-persquare-kilometre-and ensure that
the density of one-off housing does not exceed 28 30 units per square kilometre (footnote), unless the applicant is
actively engaged in agriculture, or an occupation that is heavily dependent on the land and building on their own
landholding.

Footnote: The sq.km. shall, in all instances, be measured from the centre point of the application site.

Cllr. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 3.23

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by

Amend HO P14 as follows:

The Council will seek to resist further development which would serve to extend ribbon development, save in
circumstances where a “gap site” is evident within the existing ribbon pattern, where one individual dwelling is
proposed. Such proposals will be considered, regardless of the density of the area, only in the following
circumstances:

Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 3.24

Resolved
On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by

Include a new objective under Section 3.13.3 after HO O48 as follows:

To consider favourably proposals to complete/renovate/refurbish one-off houses in rural areas which may be
unfinished (for stated reasons outside the control of the original applicant) for a period in excess of 3 years, subject
to an occupancy clause of 5 years where the applicant can demonstrate that they have lived and worked within
10km of the site for a period of not less than 3 years. The onus shall be on the applicant/occupant of the property (as
appropriate) to satisfactorily demonstrate to the Planning Authority, full compliance with this policy.

Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Item
No.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 3.25

Resolved
On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by

Include a new policy in Section 3.13.5 to read as follows;
Positively accept any brown field residential site, non-
habitable dwelling or farm buildings irrespective of their

Chief Executives Response
In the interests of clarity and to ensure accurate
interpretation it is proposed to include a footnote as

-

Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.




Item

No.

Chapter 3: Housing

condition, as a viable alternative to a new residential
build in a rural area. Rural density figures or limits will not
apply to applicants who comply with the local need
criteria.

Submissions/Observations
No submissions were received with respect to Proposed
Material Alteration No. 3.25.

follows; ‘Rural density limits set out in Objective HO O56
will not apply to applicants restoring or refurbishing
existing structures in this regard who comply with the
local need criteria’

Chief Executives Recommendation

Accept Proposed Material Alteration No. 3.25 and
include the following footnote:

‘Rural density limits set out in Objective HO O56 will not
apply to applicants restoring or refurbishing existing farm
structures or non-habitable dwellings who comply with
the local need criteria’

Proposed Material Alteration No. 3.26 (to be read in conjunction with next item)

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by

Amend HO 044 as follows:

Restrict residential development on a landholding, where there is a history of development through the speculative
sale or development of sites to an unrelated th|rd party, to famlly members of the landowner who are involved in

agriculture, equine, horticulture. rotw

Cllr. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

MOTION - received from Clir Tim Durkan (to be read in conjunction with previous item)

ClIr. S. Doyle seconded the motion.

Not to accept proposed material alteration No 3.26

Chief Executives Response

It is considered PMA No. 3.26 sets out a more flexible
policy within the draft plan and provides an option to
family members of the landowner who are involved in
agriculture, equine, horticulture.

Chief Executives Recommendation
Accept Proposed Material Alteration No. 3.26.

Amy Granville advised the Members that the Chief
Executive’s recommendation stands and if the
Member’s vote not to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation, the text would revert to the Draft
CDP.

Resolved
'The Members voted and resolved not to accept the
Chief Executive’s recommendation.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 3.27

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by

(A) Amend (ii) under section 3.13.3 as follows:

Cllr. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s

recommendation and agreed by the Members.
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An owner and operator of a farming/horticultural/forestry/bloodstock/animal husbandry business on an area less
than 15ha, who is engaged in farming activity on a daily basis, where it is demonstrated through the submission
of documentary evidence that the farming/agricultural activity forms a significant part of their livelihood, including
but not limited to intensive farming.

(B) Amend table 3.4 to include same wording:
The owner/operator [as referred to in Category A (ii)] must be engaged in that farming activity on a daily basis,
as their main employment. Same must be demonstrated through the submission of documentary evidence to
include confirmation that the farming/agricultural activity forms a significant part of the applicant’s livelihood,
including but not limited to intensive farming.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 3.28 Resolved

On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by
Amend Section 3.18 Technical Considerations for Rural | Chief Executives Response Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
Housing Proposals in County Kildare to include In the interest of clarity, the table under Section 3.18 recommendation and agreed by the Members.

additional point as follows. Technical Considerations for Rural Housing Proposals in
7. Scenic Routes; As part of all planning proposals, County Kildare will be referenced as Table 3.5.
applicants should refer to Section 13.5 of Chapter 13
(Landscape, Recreation & Amenity), and demonstrate Chief Executives Recommendation

that any scenic route referenced (either in table or map Accept Proposed Material Alteration No. 3.28 and to title
form) will not be significantly interfered with when viewed | the table in Section 3.18 as follows:

from nearby areas, viewpoints, and settlements. ‘Table 3.5 — Technical Considerations for Rural Housing
Proposals in County Kildare’

Submissions/Observations
No submissions were received with respect to Proposed
Material Alteration No. 3.28.
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Gabriel Conlon read out the green items; 4.1,4.2,4.3,4.4,4.5,4.6,4.7,4.8,4.94.10,4.11,4.12,4.13, 4.14, 4.15, 4.16, 4.17, 4.18, 4.19, 4.20, 4.21, 4.22, 4.23, 4.24, 4.25, 4.26, 4.27, 4.28, 4.29, 4.30, 4.31,
4.32,4.33,4.34,4.35,4.36,4.37,4.38,4.40,4.41,4.42,4.43,4.44, 445, 4.46, 4 47, 4.48, 4.49, 4.50, 4.51, 4.52, 4.53 4.54, 4.55, 4.56, 4.57, 4.58, 4.59, 4.60, 4.61, 4.62, 4.63, 4.64, 4.65, 4.66, 4.67, 4.68,
4.69,4.70,4.71,4.72,4.73,4.74, 4.75.

On the proposal of Clir. Doyle and seconded by Clir. Sammon, it was agreed by all the Members to accept the Chief Executive Report on the green listed items.

Chapter 4: Resilient Economy & Job Creation

Item
No.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.1

Add the following new text at the end of Section 4.3.1:

The review of the Local Economic & Community Plan will illustrate how strengthening community infrastructure could
support the priority of achieving critical mass and moving people closer to enterprise support agencies such as LEO.

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by
Cllr. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.2

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by

Amend RE O13 as follows:

Support Ar-Pestin the provision of new postal facilities and the enhancement of existing facilities, including
operational requirements, in the County and to facilitate the provision of postal infrastructure at suitable locations in

the Gcounty.

Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.3

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by

Add new obijective in Section 4.3.2 as follows and renumber objectives accordingly:
Ensure that economic development that is urban in nature should be located in urban areas and will not be permitted

to re-locate to the countryside or to un-serviced rural areas.

Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.4

Resolved
On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by

Add new objective after RE O13 as follows and renumber objectives accordingly:
Work with EirGrid and ESB Networks to support the provision of a resilient electricity supply and distribution system
to accommodate the future economic growth of the county and to facilitate the transition of heat and transport from

fossil fuels to electricity.

Cllr. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.5

Resolved
On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by

Add new objective after RE O13 as follows and renumber objectives accordingly:
Support the implementation of the ‘Local Just Transition Plan for West Kildare, 2022’ a focus of which, through
identified thematic actions, is to help communities benefit from new business, income and job creation opportunities

in existing and emerging industries.

Cllr. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.
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Item

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.6

Amend RE O14 as follows:

Undertake, within the first 2 years from the adoption of the Plan, a Strategic Land Use, Employment and
Transportation Study of north east Kildare including the Dublin Metropolitan area towns of Leixlip, (and Collinstown),
Maynooth, Celbridge and Kilcock. The preparation of the study will have regard to existing and emerging local area
plans and any evidence-based assessments associated with same. Where LAPs are prepared after the completion
of the study, such plans shall have regard to any relevant recommendations set out therein. It is envisaged that the
study will involve the participation of all strategic stakeholders, including the National Transportation Authority,
adjoining local authorities (i.e. Meath, Fingal and South Dublin County Councils), the Regional Assembly,
transportation providers, Waterways Ireland, Government Departments and Environmental Agencies.

Resolved

On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by
Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.7

Amend RE O16 as follows:

Co-ordinate the delivery of strategic infrastructure subject to appropriate route option selection processes and
environmental assessments including pedestrian and cycle linkages within Maynooth and the Royal Canal
Greenway, DART expansion and road linkages forming part of the Maynooth Outer Orbital Route in a manner which
supports future development and population growth.

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by
Cllr. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.8

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by

Amend RE 024 as follows:
Promote the town of Athy as a Food, Drink and Skills Innovative Hub and to support the regeneration and

development of Athy to ensure that it provides an enhanced role in delivering economic growth and promoting
sectoral interests, including the development of tourism within the south of the county while recognising the historic
importance of the food and drink industry in the town and potential for future development.

Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.9

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by

Include a new objective in Section 4.4.5 ‘Self-Sustaining Growth Towns’ to read as follows;

Co-ordinate the delivery of strategic infrastructure including pedestrian and cycle linkages within Leixlip and between
Leixlip and the Greenway, Intel, Celbridge and Lucan in a manner which supports future development and
population growth.

Cllr. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.
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Item

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.10

Amend Section 4.5 as follows:

Economic clusters, according to the EU Commission, are defined as groups of firms, related economic actors and
institutions located near each other and with sufficient scale to develop specialised expertise, services, resources,
suppliers and skills. The potential for such clusters to become self-sustaining beacons for attracting further
investment, industry, employment opportunities and institutional collaboration is acknowledged by the Council.
Accordingly, the following two areas within County Kildare have been identified as economic clusters:

o The MASP (Metropolitan Area Strategic Plan) Economic Cluster in northeast Kildare, which includes the
settlements of Maynooth, Leixlip, Celbridge and Kilcock.

o The Sallins-Naas-Newbridge Cluster which also incorporates the proposed Naas to Newbridge Strategic
Economic and Employment Zone.

The designation of these clusters is in keeping with the provisions of the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy
2019-2031 and Kildare 2025 Economic Development Strategy. It also acknowledges the existing relationships and
synergies that have developed between settlements and in particular, the role that certain towns within these
clusters have developed as strategic destinations for employment and education. It is considered that the focusing of
sectoral growth opportunities, along with targeted infrastructural development, within these designated clusters will
enable the development of economies of scale, thereby securing critical mass. The successful development of these
clusters will not only provide the county with a competitive advantage but also help to safeguard its long-term
economic wellbeing.

Resolved

On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by
Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.
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Item
No.

Item

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.11

Delete objective RE 029 in its entirety.

Resolved

On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by
Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.12

Add new objective after RE 029 as follows and renumber objectives accordingly:

Promote and facilitate the development of the Metropolitan Area Strategic Plan (MASP) Economic Cluster,
encompassing the towns of Maynooth, Leixlip, Celbridge and Kilcock, by supporting identified key sectoral
opportunities, including the development of synergies between Maynooth University, employers in the area, key
stakeholders and community leaders, along with the requisite targeted infrastructural investment, in accordance with
the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy 2019-2031.

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by
Cllr. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.13

Resolved
On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by

Add new objective after RE 029 as follows and renumber objectives accordingly:

Promote and facilitate the development of the Sallins-Naas-Newbridge Economic Cluster, including the proposed
Naas to Newbridge Strategic Economic and Employment Zone, by supporting identified key sectoral opportunities
along with requisite targeted infrastructural investment, in accordance with the Regional Spatial and Economic
Strategy 2019-2031.

Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.14

Resolved
On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by

Amend paragraph four to seven of Section 4.7 as follows:

a BXaYalaYa¥a ON NA HO a¥a WA () aa a .. -----

Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.
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In order to enhance the appearance and socio-economic performance of the towns, villages and settlements in the
county, Kildare County Council will proactively engage with the Elected Members of each Municipal District in
devising and delivering plans and projects for regeneration. Urbanr Town Renewal Masterplans Plans shall be
informed by Town Centre Health Checks and shall incorporate a public realm enhancement plar proposals that are
bespoke to each settlement. Funding opportunities at both national and EU Elevels sheuld will be targeted to
empower local communities to make a difference at a local level.

The Council has recently launched the 2021 Town and Village Renewal Scheme, which will prioritise tackling
vacancy in towns and villages, remote working and supporting town centre living. Other projects which wil-be
weleomed the Council is seeking to progress include regeneration projects that support, inter alia, active and vibrant
town or village centres, upgrading shopfronts and street facades, and green spaces and parks. For further details on
the Council’s actions in the renewal and regeneration of the county’s towns and villages refer to Section 14.5 Policy
Responses.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.15

Amend RE O32 as follows:

Continue to promote the sustainable development of vacant residential and regeneration sites in towns that are the
subject of a statutory Local Area Plan, through the application of the Urban Regeneration and Housing Act 2015 (as
amended), Vacant Site Levyaddfootnote on Jands zoned for Town Centre, Regeneration and Residential uses.

Footnote: Action 15.2 of Housing for All identifies the introduction of a new tax to activate vacant land for residential
purposes as part of the pathway to increasing new housing supply, which will in time replace the Vacant Site

Levy. The Residential Zoned Land Tax (RZLT) was introduced by the Finance Act 2021 and will come into effect
from 2024. The principal purpose of the Residential Zoned Land Tax is to encourage the timely activation of serviced
lands zoned for residential or mixed-use purposes.

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by
Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.
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Item
No.

Item
No.

Item
No.

Item
No.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.16

Resolved
On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by

Delete RE O34 and renumber objectives accordingly:

Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Resolved
On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by

Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.18

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by

Amend RE O37 as follows:

(a) Promote the Shop Front Improvement, & Accessibility and Age Friendly Grant Scheme to financially assist and
support independent business owners to improve the appearance of their shop fronts/ commercial properties.

(b) Financially assist and support independent business owners to improve accessibility to their commercial
properties.

(c) Promote the use of Irish Elanguage signage in the County through the Shop Front Improvement, & Accessibility
and Age Friendly Grant Scheme.

(d) Promote all signage both within and outside of all public buildings to be displayed in both the Irish and English
languages.

Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.19

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by

Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

38|Page



Chapter 4: Resilient Economy & Job Creation

Item

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.20

Resolved
On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by

Delete RE 045 (Move from Chapter 4 to Chapter 2) and renumber objectlves accordlngly

Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.21

Resolved
On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by

Delete RE O46 (See objectives and actions in Chapter 14) and renumber objectlves accordlngly

Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.22

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by

Add new obijective under Section 4.7 as follows and renumber objectives accordingly:
Support and prioritise the delivery of all projects funded under the Failte Ireland’s Destination Towns funding

programme to enhance public spaces and projects.

Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.23

Resolved
On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by

Amend RE O60 as follows:

Promote the development of a Technology and Innovation Park with Maynooth University subject to all relevant and
cumulative environmental assessments and planning conditions within the Key Town of Maynooth, that will act as an
anchor, supporting incubator, innovation and business development initiatives that are located to build upon
research and technology activities in Maynooth University; with supporting transport infrastructure; broadband

infrastructure; and a diverse local sectoral mix.

Cllr. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.
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Item
No.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.24

Add a new objective after objective RE O65 as follows and renumber objectives accordingly:
Support UCD Lyons Farm as a centre of excellence and a third level teaching and agricultural research facility and to
facilitate the delivery of key infrastructure, as appropriate subject to planning and environmental considerations.

Resolved

On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by
Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.25

Amend Section 4.14 as follows:
The Chemicals Act (Control of Major Accident Hazards
involving Dangerous Substances) Regulations 2015
implements the SEVESO Il Directive (2012/18/EU). Two
firms in County Kildare fall within the terms of the
SEVESO Il Directive (2012/18/EU). The Directive seeks
to prevent major industrial accidents that involve
dangerous substances and to limit the consequences of
accidents on people, property and the environment. In
accordance with Section 10(2) (k) of the Planning and
Development Act 2000 (as amended), this Plan seeks to
ensure that:

e Proposals for new industries at risk of causing

major accidents

e Proposals for the expansion of existing industries
designated under the directive; and

e Other developments proposed near to existing
SEVESO lll industries

take account of the need to prevent major accidents
involving hazardous substances and safeguard the
public, property and the environment.

Chief Executives Response
It is considered appropriate to amend the Plan to reflect
the requested changes.

Chief Executives Recommendation
Accept Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.25, except for
the following changes in green:
The Chemicals Act (Control of Major Accident Hazards
involving Dangerous Substances) Regulations 2015
implements the SEVESO Il Directive (2012/18/EU). Two
firms in County Kildare fall within the terms of the
SEVESO Il Directive (2012/18/EU). The Directive seeks
to prevent major industrial accidents that involve
dangerous substances and to limit the consequences of
accidents on people, property and the environment. In
accordance with Section 10(2) (k) of the Planning and
Development Act 2000 (as amended), this Plan seeks to
ensure that:

e Proposals for new industries at risk of causing

major accidents

e Proposals for the expansion of existing industries
designated under the directive; and

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by
Cllr. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.
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The industries that are currently covered are outlined in
Table 4.2 below. The Health and Safety Authority (HSA)
has been designated as the central competent authority
for the enforcement of the SEVESO Ill Directive
(2012/18/EU) and has established generie consultation
distances for these facilities.

Establishment Address Consultation
Distances
Irish Industrial Clonagh, 500 metres (subject
Explosives Enfield to further
consultation with
the HSA)
Intel Ireland Ltd Industrial 1,000 metres
Park, (subject to further
Collinstown, | consultation with
Leixlip the HSA)

Table 4.2 - Industries affected by the Seveso Il Directive

It is also noted that Johnston Logistics in South Dublin
located in Rathcoole, is also a designated SEVESO Il
site.

Submissions/Observations

Submission No. 9 requests the following:

e Consultation distance for Irish Industrial Explosives to
be changed to 1000 metres.

e Change the reference of ‘Johnston Logistics’ to
‘Dachser Ireland Limited’.

Attached to the submission is a note on the Approach of

the HSA to the Provision of Land-use Planning Advice.

e Other developments proposed near to existing
SEVESO Il industries

take account of the need to prevent major accidents
involving hazardous substances and safeguard the
public, property and the environment.

The industries that are currently covered are outlined in
Table 4.2 below. The Health and Safety Authority (HSA)
has been designated as the central competent authority
for the enforcement of the SEVESO llI Directive
(2012/18/EU) and has established generie consultation
distances for these facilities.

Establishment Address Consultation
Distances
Irish Industrial Clonagh, 500 1,000 metres
Explosives Enfield (subject to further
consultation with
the HSA)
Intel Ireland Ltd Industrial 1,000 metres
Park, (subject to further
Collinstown, | consultation with
Leixlip the HSA)

Table 4.2 - Industries affected by the Seveso Il Directive
It is also noted that Jehnston-Logistics Dachser Ireland

Limited in South Dublin located in Rathcoole, is also a
designated SEVESO Il site.
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Item

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.26

Resolved
On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by

Amend policy RE P10 as follows:

Have regard to the following in the preparation of spatial plans and in assessing planning applications for new
development, or the expansion of existing development involving hazardous substances:

+ The Major Accidents Directive (SEVESO I, 2012/18/EU).

« SEVESO lll Directive (2012/18/EU).

= The consultation distances and HSA technical advice in relation to the industries affected by the SEVESO |lI

Directive (2012/18/EU).

» Potential adverse impacts on public health and safety.

+—HSA Technical-advice-

Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.27

Amend policy RE P11 as follows:

Support the accommodation of Data Centres at
appropriate locations in line with the objectives of the
National Planning Framework and the Government
Statement on the Role of Data Centres in Ireland subject
to appropriate Transport and Environmental mpaet
Assessments and all relevant planning conditions. The
location of data centres shall be situated where they will
not have a potential likely significant effect on a
European Site or on a site that shares a hydrological
connection to a European Site.

Submissions/Observations

The following relates to Submission No. 187

The submission considers the insertion of text stating
that data centres will not be situated on a site “that
shares a hydrological connection to a European Site” to
be unduly onerous, and if adopted, the proposed

Chief Executives Response

It is considered appropriate to modify the text outlined in
Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.27 to ensure that sites
that share a hydrological connection to a European Site
can be brought forward for development subject to an AA
Screening Report, and where applicable, Stage 2 AA.

In addition, for consistency, it is considered necessary to
amend the text to align with Proposed Material Alteration
No. 7.42.

Resolved

On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by
Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Chief Executives Recommendation

Accept Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.27, except for
the following changes:

Amend RE P11 as follows:

Support the accommodation of Data Centres at
appropriate locations in line with the objectives of the
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alteration will have the effect of completely prohibiting
data centre development on all lands which share a
hydrological connection to a European Site.

It is considered that a more reasonable approach would
be to allow each site with a hydrological connection to a
European Site to be assessed on a case-by-case basis
subject to an AA Screening Report, and where
applicable, Stage 2 AA, to ensure that the proposed
development would not have a potential likely significant
effect on a European Site.

Specific wording is proposed as set out below (changes
in green);

Support the accommodation of Data Centres at
appropriate locations in line with the objectives of the
National Planning Framework and the Government
Statement on the Role of Data Centres in Ireland subject
to appropriate Transport and Environmental mpaet
Assessments and all relevant planning conditions. The
location of data centres shall be situated where they will
not have a potential likely significant effect on a

European Site or-on-a-site-that shares-a-hydrological
connectionto-a-European-Site: Such developments shall

be subject to an AA-Screening Report, and where
applicable, Stage 2-AA. They shall have a regard for any
hydrological-connection shared with a European Site and
shall account for any potential likely significant effects
and provide mitigation and monitoring where appropriate.

The following relates to Submission No. 247

National Planning Framework and the principles for
Sustainable Data Centre Development of the
Government Statement on the Role of Data Centres in
Ireland’s Enterprise Strategy (July 2022) subject to
appropriate Transport, Energy and Environmental impaet
Assessments and all relevant planning conditions. The
location of data centres shall be situated where they will
not have a potential likely significant effect on a

European Site-er-on-a-site-that-shares-a-hydrological
connectionto-a-European-site. Such developments shall

be subject to an AA Screening Report, and where
applicable, Stage 2 AA. They shall have regard for any
hydrological connection shared with a European Site and
shall account for any potential likely significant effects
and provide mitigation and monitoring where appropriate.
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It is submitted that it is not clear if this criterion is after
proposed mitigation identified in the application process
(residual impact) or an absolute criterion prior to
mitigation. The Environmental Health Service
recommends that the wording is changed to ‘shall not be
situated where there is a significant residual effect on a
European Site or a site that shares a hydrological
connection with a European Site’.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.28

Amend RE 069 as follows: Resolved
Require that any application for a data centre will be subject to all relevant and cumulative environmental On the proposal by ClIr. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.
assessments and planning conditions and shall take account of the cumulative visual impact of the proposed Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
connections of the data centre with electricity transmission, renewable energy, and broadband infrastructure in the ~ fécommendation and agreed by the Members.
area.

. . Resolved
Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.29 On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Amend RE O70 as follows:

Require data centres to consider the use of sustainable renewable sources of energy to fuel their operations in
whole in the first instance or in part (minimum of 30%) where this is not possible and where it has been satisfactorily
demonstrated not to be possible, subject to all relevant and cumulative environmental assessments and planning
conditions.

] ] Resolved

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.30 On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Amend the last paragraph of section 4.17 as follows:

The transition to a more circular economy and bio-economy, where the value of bie-based products, materials and
resources is maintained in the economy for as long as possible, and the generation of waste minimised, will provide
an essential contribution to Kildare developing a sustainable, low carbon, resources efficient and competitive
economy. The Council will support the development of the bio-energy industry in the county (including bio-gas)
where appropriate. The green and circular economy agenda will also reduce the use of peat within horticulture and
agriculture which will reduce pressure on the environment and lower greenhouse gases, improving the situation for
biodiversity and moving us in a direction of sustainable production.
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Item . . Resolved

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.31 On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.
Add new objective in Section 4.17 as follows and renumber objectives accordingly: Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s

Support and facilitate the development of a Green Enterprise Zone associated with the peat era in accordance with ~ [Fééommendation and agreed by the Members.

the provisions of Kildare 2025 Economic Development Strategy, subject to planning and environmental
considerations.

] ] Resolved
Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.32 On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Add new objective in Section 4.17 as follows and renumber objectives accordingly: Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
Support EMRA in undertaking a bioeconomy feasibility study for the region to identify areas of potential growth to recommendation and agreed by the Members.
inform investment.

. . Resolved
Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.33 On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.
Amend RE P13 as follows: Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s

Support and facilitate sustainable agriculture, horticulture, forestry, and other rural enterprises at suitable locations in [fé¢ommendation and agreed by the Members.

the County where there will be no potential for likely significant effects on a European Site or on a site that shares a
hydrological connection to a European Site.

] ] Resolved
Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.34 On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.
Amend the second and third paragraphs of Section 4.21 as follows: Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s

Kildare’s tourist attractions and tourism amenities are therefore important assets for the development of the county ~ [fecommendation and agreed by the Members.

and are fundamental to the enjoyment by both visitors and residents. The important contribution that the community
and the vast numbers of volunteers throughout the county make to the enhancement of Kildare as a place to visit is
widely acknowledged and recognised. The key focus for the MidlandsiMid-East Failte-lreland Into Kildare region will
be the further development and promotion of the local culture and heritage product, including the development of
‘the Ireland’s Ancient East’ brand as it relates to Kildare.

The Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport and Eailte Failte Ireland are-responsible-for-the-delivery-of policy
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through Regional Experience Brands. Kildare sits within the ‘Irelands Ancient East’ regional experience brand. The
strategic focus for Ireland’s Ancient East is to refine and strengthen the destinations’ brand proposition to embrace
the broader offering of the destination and increase its consumer appeal to a wider audience, increase knowledge
and awareness, and improve the ‘navigability' of the region, alongside establishing iconic and signature visitor
experiences and strong destination towns that have the potential to become key regional attractors to drive and
disperse targeted domestic and overseas visitors.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.35

Resolved

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

(A) Amend Section 4.21.1 (last sentence of the third paragraph) as follows:

The rich architectural and archaeological heritage of the county is also acknowledged with many renowned
structures and houses including Castletown House, Carton House, Barberstown Castle, the Wonderful Barn, Moone
High Cross and Castledermot Round Tower.

(B) Amend Section 4.21.1 (last sentence of the fourth paragraph) as follows:

There is also a wide range of tourist attractions in the North Kildare Area including, Castletown House and Demesne,
Carton House, Maynooth Castle, Conolly’s Folly, Leixlip Castle, Lyons Estate, Arthur's Way, the Wonderful Barn and
St Patrick’s College Maynooth and also in the south of the county including the Shackleton Museum, and Barrow

Blueway and Columbian Way.

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.36

Resolved

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Amend objective RE 093 as follows:
Support and facilitate the erection of standardised signage for tourism facilities and tourist attractions in Irish and
English as part of national and regional initiatives. Consideration should also be given to gateway signage at county

boundaries in consultation with relevant agencies.

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.37

Resolved

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Amend objective RE 095 as follows:

Support the expansion and development of tourism in Kildare, investigating the feasibility of key opportunities such
as those centred on the racing industry, motorsports, retail, heritage, historical heritage (both persons and places),
geology, peatlands, golf and eco-tourism to include: Arthur's Way, the Dublin — Galway Greenway, the Barrow

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.
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Blueway, the Shackleton Trail, Shackleton Museum, Mondello the Gordon Bennett Route, the Grand Canal
Greenway, Brigid 1500, a Fitzgerald Family Trail, the Made of Athy Trail, Castledermot Town Wall, the Columbian
Way and other opportunities. Such developments shall be subject to AA screening and where applicable, Stage 2

AA.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.38 (to be read in conjunction with next item)

Item 4.38 & Item 4.39 taken together

compromised: Support the diversification of the county’s tourist accommodation offer, including the development of

appropriately scaled camping/glamping and campervan accommodation and their associated infrastructure
(including parking and toilet facilities) within/or proximate to existing settlements, established tourism assets and at
an appropriate scale, subject to planning and environmental considerations, particularly where they support nearby

settlements.

Clir. Stafford stated that the proposed
amendment could have a limiting effect on
accommodation and suggested ‘support
additional’ be inserted.

Amy Granville agreed that the change would be
acceptable.

Resolved
The Members voted and resolved to accept the
Chief Executive’s Recommendation as revised

MOTION - received from Clir Mark Stafford (to be read in conjunction with previous item)

Not to accept PMA 4.38 which is more limited in scope
than original text.

Chief Executives Response

As outlined in the Chief Executive’s report dated the 19t
July 2022, it is considered appropriate to replace RE 096
with a new objective that includes more diverse
accommodation offerings and associated facilities.

The proposed wording to Objective RE 096 would read
as follows (same wording as proposed in previous item);

compromised: Support the diversification of the county’s
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tourist accommodation offer, including the development of
appropriately scaled camping/glamping and campervan
accommodation and their associated infrastructure
(including parking and toilet facilities) within/or proximate
to existing settlements, established tourism assets and at
an appropriate scale, subject to planning and
environmental considerations, particularly where they
support nearby settlements.

Chief Executives Recommendation
Accept Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.38.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.39

Amend RE 0100 as follows: Resolved

Direct the provision of tourist related facilities such as information-offices Tourist Information Centres, self-service ~ [On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by
brochure units, kiosks, and cultural centres, into town and village locations to support and strengthen the existing ~ ClIr. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
economic infrastructure of such centres. Consider the potential for co-locating such facilities with existing facilities recommendation and agreed by the Members.
such as libraries and citizen information centres.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.40

Amend RE 0105 as follows: Resolved
Support the development of sustainable forest-based tourism facilities and accommodation at appropriate locations  On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by

within the Coillte estate. Such developments shall be subject to AA screening and where applicable, Stage 2 AA. Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

. . Resolved

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.41 On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by
Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Amend RE 0108 as follows:
Support the provision of accessible tourism and to Pprovide appropriate access for the dBisabled and appropriate

cCGhanging pPlaces at all key tourist centres within the County.
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Item

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.42

Resolved
On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by

Add new objective into Section 4.21.1 as follows and renumber objectives accordingly:

Protect all landscape types from inappropriate tourism development by ensuring that developments and other
activities associated with tourism or recreational activity are sensitively located so that they do not cause damage,
are not detrimental to or detract from the traditional character or appearance of areas of scenic or visual amenities
and ensure that the layout, design, and associated infrastructure are of the highest quality.

Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.43

Resolved
On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by

Add new obijective into Section 4.21.1 as follows and renumber objectives accordingly:

Ensure the highest standards of design are used in the development of tourism related facilities to ensure that there
are no significant adverse impacts on the landscape, including Natura 2000 sites and historic archaeological sites.
Such facilities must be integrated into the landscape to take advantage of natural screening and topography.

Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.44

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by

Add text to the end of the first paragraph of Section 4.22 as follows:
Tourism and recreational development shall be assessed against the nature and scale appropriate to the character
of the area and shall be located to be visually sympathetic to its surroundings.

Cllr. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.45

Resolved
On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by

Amend RE 0115 as follows:

Require the preparation of ‘Attraction Management Plans’ for new developments/projects which may impact on
areas of ecological or heritage sensitivity in County Kildare. These plans should consider (but not limited to) potential
for loss of habitat and disturbance by increased visitor numbers. Applications or proposals will be accompanied by a
management plan indicating projected numbers of users, hours of operation, seasons of operation, and an
undertaking to protect the natural environment in the form of a risk assessment with proposed amelioration
measures in respect of flora, fauna, hydrology, geology and soils. The Attraction Management Plans should have
regard to any mitigation as detailed within a Stage 2 AA or EclA.

Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.46

Resolved
On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by

Amend RE O116 as follows:

Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s

recommendation and agreed by the Members.
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Ensure the potential environmental effects of a likely increase in tourists/tourism-related traffic volumes in particular
locations/along particular routes shall be considered and mitigated as appropriate. Such a consideration should
include potential impacts on existing infrastructure (including drinking water, wastewater, waste, and transport)
resulting from tourism proposals and should have regard to any mitigation as detailed within a Stage 2 AA or EclA.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.47

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Add the following new objective to Section 4.22 and renumber objectives accordingly:

Consider the following criteria in assessing tourism development proposals:

- The need for the development and facility to be provided.

- Justification for the proposed site location.

- Details in relation to accessibility including pedestrian and cycle provisions and linkages to the proposed
development.

- Proposed developments should be modest in scale, sensitively located and designed having regard to existing
buildings and topography.

- Proposed developments must be adequately landscaped, serviced and suitably managed.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.48

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Add the following new objective to Section 4.22 and renumber objectives accordingly:
Facilitate tourist-based developments such as information centres and cultural centres into existing settlements

where there is adequate infrastructure to service these activities.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.49

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’'s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Amend paragraph five of Section 4.23 as follows:

freland’s-AncientEast-(1AE)-has-been-developed-by Failte-treland County Kildare Failte collaborates with Failte
Ireland to promote County Kildare as a destination within Ireland’s Ancient East which has been developed as a
branded visitor experience encompassing the rich heritage and cultural assets that Ireland has to offer in the eastern
and southern half of the country.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.50

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by ClIlr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Add a new objective before RE 0118 and renumber objectives accordingly:
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Support the preparation and implementation of a Regional Tourism Strategy and to support the continued
collaboration with Failte Ireland and all relevant tourism stakeholders.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.51

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation
and agreed by the Members.

Support the preparation of Destination Experience Development Plans (DEDP) and other tourism masterplans both
within County Kildare and also those which cross from County Kildare into neighbouring counties in collaboration
with Failte Ireland and other tourism stakeholders.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.52

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation
and agreed by the Members.

Add a new objective after RE O118 and renumber objectives accordingly:

Continue to work with Failte Ireland and tourism stakeholders to implement the Thoroughbred Country Destination
Development Plan and its key catalyst projects including, “The New International Thoroughbred Trail’ and ‘The
Thoroughbred County’.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.53

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation
and agreed by the Members.

Amend objective RE 0119 as follows:

Continue to collaborate with Failte Ireland, the Transport Infrastructure Ireland (T1l) and other key stakeholders in the
development and implementation of a signage programme associated with Ireland’s Ancient East to include branded
orientation signage and roadside signage in lrish and English.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.54

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation
and agreed by the Members.

Amend RE 0122 as follows:
Facilitate and promote Kildare Town’s development as a National Tourism Hub, in conjunction with Failte Ireland and
County Kildare Failte.
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Item
No.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.55

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Amend RE 0123 as follows:
Investigate the feasibility of developing a Tourism Destination Centre within the Curragh which would focus on the
equine and military history of the area, in conjunction with Eailte-lreland Into Kildare and other tourism stakeholders.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.56

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Amend RE P19 as follows:

Promote the tourist development potential of ‘after use’ peatlands, subject to proper planning, environmental
protection and sustainable development whilst having regard to any mitigation as detailed within a Stage 2 AA or
EclA.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.57

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Amend objective RE 0125 as follows:

(a) Support and facilitate the development of Umeras Bog into a Peatlands Park.

(b) Develop the tourism potential of peatlands and in particular support the proposed Umeras Peatlands Park and
existing Lullymore Heritage and Discovery Park as tourist and ecological amenities subject to proper planning,
environmental protection and sustainable development.

(c) Explore what linkages could be created between raised boglands and fens and nearby blueways and greenways,
whilst ensuring that the environment and nearby properties would not be negatively affected or where there will
be no potential for likely significant effects on a European Site or on a site that shares a hydrological connection
with a European Site.

(d) Look at the feasibility of creating linkages between the proposed Umeras Peatlands Park and Monasterevin train
station.

(e) Look at the feasibility of creating linkages between Mouds Bog and the nearby town of Newbridge.

Such developments shall be subject to AA screening and where applicable, Stage 2 AA, and should have regard to

any mitigation as detailed within a Stage 2 AA or EclA.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

m Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.58

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Amend objective RE 0126 as follows:

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s

recommendation and agreed by the Members.
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Facilitate the development of a tourism resource using cutaway peatlands in conjunction with Bord na Ména and
Failte Ireland, subject to environmental considerations and nature designations, for example, recreational forestry,
outdoor pursuits, peatways on the network of bogs and industrial railways and a designation of a National Peatlands
Heritage Park. Such developments shall be subject to AA screening and where applicable, Stage 2 AA.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.59

Amend objective RE 0127 as follows:

Support in conjunction with Offaly County Council, Laois
County Council, and all other relevant stakeholders such
as Bord na Mona, Coillte and the NPWS, and other
relevant stakeholders such as environmental Non-
Governmental Organisations; any proposal for a new
National Peatlands Heritage Park centred in Kildare on
Bord-Na-Mena state-owned cutaway bogs in Kildare,
Laois and Offaly.

Submissions/Observations

Submission No. 231 refers:

The submission refers to its earlier submission dated 24t
May 2022 in relation to a number of queries and
concerns with respect to some of the policies and
objectives included in the Draft CDP. It states that the
publication of the material alterations does not provide
clarity on certain items and so the current consultation
presents an opportunity to raise concerns again and to
highlight any impacts on the ability of Bord na Mona to
deliver on its mandate as a commercial semi-state body.
The submission states that Bord na Mona’s mandate is
to strengthen Ireland’s security of energy supply and
deliver on the Government’s climate action objectives in
the areas of Renewable Energy, Rehabilitation and
Recycling.

Chief Executives Response

The submission is noted and agreed. It is considered
appropriate to amend objective RE 0127 to state that
regard shall be had to other relevant land use plans
where appropriate.

Chief Executives Recommendation

Accept Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.59, except for
the following changes:

Amend objective RE 0127 as follows:

Support in conjunction with Offaly County Council, Laois
County Council and all other relevant stakeholders such
as Bord na Mona, Coillte and the NPWS, and other
relevant stakeholders such as environmental Non-
Governmental Organisations any proposal for a new
National Peatland Heritage Park centred in Kildare on
Berd-Na-Mena state-owned cutaway bogs in Kildare,
Laois and Offaly having regard to other relevant land use
plans where appropriate.

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

53|Page



Chapter 4: Resilient Economy & Job Creation

The submission notes the amendments proposed to
Objective RE 0127 with respect to proposals for a new
National Peatlands Park on state owned cutaway bogs in
Kildare, Laois and Offaly. As outlined in their previous
submission, Bord na Mona are happy to support the
development of a peatlands park and to engage with the
relevant stakeholders as required. However, given its
mandate, as outlined above, any proposal for a Peatland
Park must be compatible with Bord na Mona’s integrated
land-use strategy and in every instance, future climate
action projects and renewable energy developments are
considered a precursor to the development of amenity
and other land use plans.

The submission proposes the following text amendment
to PMA No. 4.59. The additional text proposed is
highlighted in red below.

“Support in conjunction with Offaly County Council, Laois
County Council, and all other relevant stakeholders such
as Bord na Mona, Coillte and the NPWS, and other
relevant stakeholders such as environmental Non-
Governmental Organisations, taking into consideration
future land use plans, any proposal for a new National
Peatland Heritage Park centred in Kildare on state-
owned cutaway bogs in Kildare, Laois and Offaly.”

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.60

Add the following new objective after RE O127:

To acknowledge the special status of Kilberry as an Industrial Village and to facilitate its tourism economic potential
in conjunction with Bord na Ména, Failte Ireland and other relevant agencies.

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.
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Item

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.61

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Add the following new objective to Section 4.24 and renumber objectives accordingly:

When developing project proposals for development on peatlands, to require applicants to prepare a peatland
stability assessment, carbon emissions balance assessment and hydrological and ecological impact assessments,
as required.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’'s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.62

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Amend policy RE P20 as follows:

Continue to work closely with key stakeholders in the tourism industry including Kildare Failte, Failtetreland INTO
Kildare, Waterways Ireland, County Kildare Leader Partnership and the National Parks and Wildlife Services, in
order to develop the Barrow Blueway for tourism and recreation and ensure ease of access to this amenity and that
the Council works with Wicklow County Council, INTO Kildare, Failte Ireland and business stakeholders to promote
the area both nationally and internationally as an area with a considerable number of tourist attractions and
marketing potential.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.63

Amend objective RE 0128 as follows:

Support the development and marketing of the Barrow Blueway, including the Barrow Blueway Economic Plan, and
facilitate related commercial opportunities throughout the county, subject to compliance with the Habitats Directive.
Considering the River Barrow is a designated European Site, all developments within and adjacent to the Barrow
Blueway should be subject to AA screening and where applicable Stage 2 AA.

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.64

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Add the following new objective after objective RE O131 and renumber objectives accordingly:
Support and facilitate the development of Rathangan and Robertstown as Blueway destination locations having
regard to their natural and built heritage assets.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.65

Amend RE P21 as follows:
Work with the National Transport Authority (in conjunction with relevant objectives in Chapter 6), Kildare Failte, Failte
Ireland, Waterways Ireland and all stakeholders to develop a co-ordinated approach to the selection, delivery and

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.
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servicing of future greenways, blueways, trails and routes throughout the county and region, subject to all relevant
and cumulative environmental assessments and planning conditions. New trails and routes should first be subject to
the undertaking of feasibility assessment. Where feasibility is established, a Corridor and Route Selection Process
will be undertaken where appropriate, for relevant new infrastructure in two stages”, Stage 1 — Route Corridor
Identification, Evaluation and Selection and Stage 2 — Route Identification, Evaluation and Selection.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.66

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Amend objective RE 0132 as follows:

Promote the development of existing and new walking and cycling routes throughout the county as an activity for
both international visitors and local tourists, in a manner that is compatible with road safety, nature conservation and
other environmental policies. Where developments of new and existing walking and cycling routes exist within 15km
of a European Site, the project should be subject to AA screening and where applicable, Stage 2 AA.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.67

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Amend objective RE 0134 as follows: Chief Executives Response

Investigate the feasibility of developing a The following relates to Submission No. 106 and 119.
walkway/cycleway along the former Tullow /Harristown In relation to the protection of adjacent landscapes to the
‘railway line/ Naas-Baltinglass Greenway and, where Tullow/ Harristown railway line which includes Harristown
considered feasible, to initiate the delivery of this project | Commons NHA and Harristown Commons cNHA,
within the lifetime of the Plan in conjunction with all proposed material alterations 12.20 and 13.31 should be
relevant landowners. noted which read as follows;
Submissions/Observations Proposed Material Alteration No. 12.20; Amend objective
The following relates to Submission Nos. 106 and 119. Bl O8 as follows:

Require the preparation of an Ecological Impact
Assessment (EclA) by a suitably qualified professional for
proposals for development within or adjacent to a Natural
Heritage Area (NHA)/proposed Natural Heritage Areas
(PNHA), to ensure the development is designed and sited
to minimise its impact on the biodiversity, ecological,
geological and landscape value of the site, particularly
plant and animal species listed under the Wildlife Acts.

The completion of the Greenway must be committed to
within the Plan. The proposed alterations suggested by
Kildare County Council must guarantee that the Plan
covers the protection of the neighbouring landscape which
includes Harristown Commons, NHA and Harristown
Commons South cNHA.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.
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The submission states that Kildare County Council should
ensure that the Plan, as amended above should include
the protection of the adjacent landscape and visual
amenity of this proposed walkway/cycleway along the
former Tullow/Harristown railway line such that they are
not adversely impacted by large scale industrial
developments which are not in character with the area. In
addition, the aforementioned route should be classed as
Class 4 - Special Landscape Sensitivity Areas and
accorded similar status as ‘Scenic Routes’ and ‘Scenic
Views’ thus ensuring that the area is protected from
developments that would erode its present character,
charm and scenic appeal for walkers and cyclists.

The following relates to Submission No. 118.

It is recommended that the objectives relating to cycle
network development, and the cycle network contained
in the maps, reflect the final GDA Cycle Network to be
published alongside the Transport Strategy for the
Greater Dublin Area 2022-2042 and the TII National
Cycle Network.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 13.31; Amend objective
LR O38 as follows:

Ensure the biodiversity value of all sites are considered
and protected in the development of outdoor recreational
facilities including greenways through the preparation of
an Ecological Impact Assessment, to include the impacts
of recreational disturbance to ground-nesting birds,
particularly within cutover and cutaway bogs which shall
guide the location and design of such facilities.

The Green Infrastructure Concept Map (Map Ref; V1-
12.3) in the Draft Plan identifies the ‘Great Southern and
Western Railway — Tullow Line’ as a Green Corridor.
Objective Bl 039 of the Draft Plan states that it is an
objective of the Council to ‘Ensure the protection,
enhancement and maintenance of Green Infrastructure in
Kildare'.

It is considered the above amended objectives and the
former Tullow /Harristown ‘railway lines designation as a
‘Green Corridor’ will protect this ‘Green Corridor’ from
adverse development.

In relation to the designation of the former Tullow
/Harristown ‘railway line as a Class 4 - Special Landscape
Sensitivity Area and accorded similar status as ‘Scenic
Routes’ and ‘Scenic Views’, the merits of same shall be
considered as part of the review of the County Landscape
Character Assessment (see Action LR A1 of the Draft Plan
and associated Proposed Material Alteration 13.6).
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The following relates to Submission No. 118.

It is considered beneficial to investigate the feasibility of
developing County Kildare’s cycle network that could
potentially be delivered at a local/regional level.

Regarding the content of the submission, it is considered
appropriate to amend TM O20 of the Draft Plan to
reference the TIl National Cycle Network and to omit the
maps attached at the end of Chapter 5 that are subject to
change until such time as the final Transport Strategy for
the Greater Dublin Area 2022-2042 and the TIl National
Cycle Network becomes available.

Chief Executives Recommendation

Accept Proposed Material Alteration 4.67 and amend TM
020 of the Draft Plan as follows:

Secure the development and delivery of the cycle
network identified in the Draft Greater Dublin Area Cycle

Network Plan (2021)-as-shewn-inthe-maps-attached-at
the-end-of-Ghapter-5-{and-any-subsequentrevisiens) and

any subsequent updates to same to be published
alongside the Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin
Area 2022-2042 and the TII National Cycle Network,
subject to funding from the NTA.

Omit the maps at the end of Chapter 5, referenced in TM
020 [which will be superceded when the final maps are
published].

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.68
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Amend objective RE 0137 as follows:
Work with Waterways Ireland to progress the delivery of the (i) Naas to Sallins Greenway and (ii) Naas to Corbally
Harbour Greenway and to develop the Naas Hharbour and the Corbally Harbour itself for amenity purposes.

Resolved

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’'s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.69

Resolved

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’'s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Add new obijective to Section 4.26 as follows and renumber objectives accordingly:

Support both the enhancement of existing and development of new access routes to water locations in the County
for recreation purposes at appropriate locations and subject to all relevant planning and environmental
considerations.

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.70

Resolved

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Add new obijective after objective RE 0141 as follows and renumber objectives accordingly:
Support and promote the adoption of the Government’s ‘Code of Best Practice for National and Regional Greenways
(published in December 2021)’ for all Greenway developments within the county.

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.71

Resolved

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Amend RE 0145 as follows:

Protect and promote key sites and tourist facilities in the north of the county such as the Wonderful Barn, Obelisk,
Arthur’'s Way, and other key sites linked to the estates of Carton, Lyons and Castletown. Encourage the
development of Leixlip and Celbridge as tourism gateways to these significant tourism sites and facilities.

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by ClIlr.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.72

Resolved

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Amend Section 4.29 as follows:

Festivals can be a key driver of local economies and a means of revitalising and maintaining local culture. Festivals
are important in terms of attracting visitors to the county during the off-peak season. County Kildare hosts a wide
range of festivals and annual events including the internationally renowned Punchestown and The Curragh racing
festivals and a number of racing events at Mondello Park which provide a significant boost to the County’s tourism
industry.

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.73

Resolved

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Add the following new objective in Section 4.29 and renumber objectives accordingly:

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.
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Support Mondello Park as a tourism, leisure, and education centre and to support its development as a nationally
significant automotive innovation centre subject to the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.74

Add the following new objective in Section 4.29 and
renumber objectives accordingly:

Support and encourage the ‘greening’ of all festivals and
events within the county.

Submissions/Observations

Submission No. 247 submits that it is not clear what this
objective would mean in practice. The Environmental
Health Service recommends reference is made to
Guidance in this area, for example the Green Hospitality
and Events Organisation to support the objective:
https://greenhospitality.ie/about/

Chief Executives Response

The comments are noted and it is considered appropriate
to strengthen this objective by referencing guidance in
this area as proposed by Submission No. 247.

Chief Executives Recommendation

Accept Proposed Material Alteration No. 4.74, except for
the following changes:

Add the following new objective in Section 4.29 and
renumber objectives accordingly:

Support and encourage the ‘greening’ of all festivals and
events within the county. Guidance in this regard could
be sourced from ‘Green Hospitality’, an Irish Hospitality,
Travel & Tourism Resource for Sustainable and
Responsible Tourism (https://greenhospitality.ie).

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’'s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.
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Chapter 5: Sustainable Mobility & Transport

Gabriel Conlon read out all the green items; 5.1, 5.2, 5.3,5.4,5.5, 5.6, 5.7, 5.8, 5.9, 5.10, 5.11, 5.12, 5.13, 5.14, 5.15, 5.16, 5.17, 5.18, 5.19, 5.20, 5.21, 5.22,

5.23, 5.24, 5.25,5.26, 5.27, 5.28, 5.29, 5.30, 5.31, 5.32, 5.33, 5.34, 5.35, 5.36, 5.37, 5.38, 5.39, 5.40, 5.41,5.42,5.43, 5.44, 5.45, 5.46, 5.47,5.48, 5.49, 5.50, 5.51,
5.52, 5.53, 5.54, 5.55, 5.56, 5.57, 5.58, 5.59, 5.60, 5.61, 5.62, 5.63, 5.64, 5.65, 5.66, 5.67, 5.68, 5.69, 5.70, 5.71,5.72, 5.73, 5.74, 5.75, 5.76, 5.77, 5.78, 5.79, 5.80,

5.81,5.82, 5.83, 5.84 and 5.85

Resolved On the proposal of Clir. Doyle and seconded by Clir.Sammon, it was agreed by all the Members to accept the Chief Executive Report on the green listed items with the exception of the raised items by the
members which will be dealt with together with the red items

Item . . Resolved

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.1 On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by Cllr. Sammon
Amend the first paragraph after the ‘Aim’ in Section 5.1 as follows: to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation and agreed
The transportation system caters for the movement of communities and businesses across County Kildare. by the Members.

Inequalities in job opportunities between the north and south of the county are an outcome of an uneven
development paradigm centred on large urban centres. Good public transport could ameliorate this by improving
access to employment. See the Road and Rail Network of County Kildare on Map 5.1 belew. National and regional
transport policy recognises that current transport trends in Ireland and the Greater Dublin Area, in particular, in
relation to current levels of car use, are unsustainable and that a transition towards more sustainable modes of
transport, such as walking, cycling and public transport is required.

. . Resolved
m Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.2 On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllir. Sammon

Add the following two paragraphs before the last paragraph of Section 5.1: to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation and agreed
The overall policy direction of this chapter is to adopt the ‘Avoid-Shift-Improve’ measures which is outlined in Figure ~ [°Y the Members.

5-1 below. This approach is based on avoiding or reducing the need to travel, shifting to more environmentally
friendly modes and improving the energy efficiency of motorised transport modes.

No.

((((((

Figure 5.1 — Avoid-Shift-Improve feotnote
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In addition, this chapter adopts the ‘Decide and Provide’ approach to plan for the travel demand deemed necessary.
This approach involves deciding on a preferred future that is desirable and achievable and providing a development
path best suited to achieving it.

Footnote: SLOCAT. 2020. Avoid-Shift-Improve Refocusing Strategy, https://slocat.net/asi/.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.3

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

This plan sets a roadmap for taking actions that would halve emissions by 2030 and reach net zero no later than 2050.
The plan calls for a significant cut in transport emissions by 2030 through measures including:

¢ 500,000 extra walking, cycling and public transport journeys per day by 2030.

e Increasing the proportion of kilometres driven by passenger electric cars to between 40 and 45% by 2030, in
addition to a reduction of 10% in kilometres driven by the remaining internal combustion engine cars.

¢ All replacements for bus and commuter rail vehicles and carriages to be low or zero carbon by 2030.

¢ Increased rollout of rural public transport through Connecting Ireland. [42-50% reduction in emissions by 2030]

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation
and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.4

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Delete Sections 5.2.5and 5.2.6

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation
and agreed by the Members.
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Item

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.5

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Add the following new sub-section:

5.2.5 National Sustainable Mobility Policy (2022)

The Sustainable Mobility Policy sets out a strategic framework for active travel and public transport in Ireland to
2030. This Policy is primarily focused on measures to promote and facilitate active travel and public transport for all
and, in doing so, encourage less private car usage.

The Policy is guided by three key principles which are underpinned by 10 high-level goals. The key principles are:
e Safe and Green Mobility
e People Focused Mobility

e Better Integrated Mobility.

An action plan (2022 -2025) accompanies the policy and includes a comprehensive range of new and expanded
measures across the 10 high-level goals. The plan will be reviewed and updated in 2025 and a new action plan will
be put in place for 2026 to 2030.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation
and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.6

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Amend TM O2 as follows:

Promote and drive a human-centred, whole journey approach to improving transport infrastructure and accessibility
in County Kildare to ensure a seamless user experience. The use of kissing gates in active travel projects will not be
permitted in cases where they would deny access to those using mobility aids and non-standard bicycles.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation
and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.7

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Amend TM O7 as follows:
Introduce measures to reduce traffic congestion in town centres such as pedestrianisation, pedestrian priority and/or
improved pedestrian/cycling facilities, in particular, increasing the number of safe crossings.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation
and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.8

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Add the following new objective after TM O8:

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation

and agreed by the Members.
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Support and encourage the transition from fossil fuel use and consider the preparation of guidance for
decommissioning or changing infrastructure to more sustainable uses, through the preparation of the Local Climate

Action Plan.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.9

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.

Amend TM A1 as follows:

Prepare a County Kildare Sustainable Mobility Plan that addresses the long-term mobility needs of communities and
businesses in the county, in co-operation with the National Transport Authority that is aligned with the National
Sustainable Mobility Policy (2022), the National Investment Framework for Transport in Ireland and the Draft
Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area 2022-2042. The plan should address urban and rural transport
issues, the integration of transport modes and public transport connections between the towns and villages of the

county.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.10

Resolved
On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Amend TM A2 as follows:

Prepare, implement and review (where appropriate)
Local Transport Plans (LTPs)/Area Based Transport
Assessments (ABTAs) Franspert-Strategies{FSs) for
each of the statutory LAP settlements* in County Kildare
in consultation with the TIl and the NTA, based on the
following ABTA guidelines published by the TII/NTA —
ABTA ‘How To Guide’, Pilot Methodology (September,
2021) and the Area Based Transport Assessment Advice

Note (December, 2018) H¥'s-Area-BasedFransport
Assessment-Guidance-Notes{20148). LTP/ABTAs will

include the transport priorities for each settlement in
terms of public transport infrastructure and services;
cycle investment; improvements to the pedestrian
environment; parking measures and road enhancements.
LTP/ABTAs must be developed to provide a framework
to cater for the movement of pedestrians, cyclists, public
transport services and private vehicles which are aligned

Chief Executives Response
The comments in relation to Submission Nos. 133, 118
and 230 are noted.

The following relates to Submission No. 118.

It is considered appropriate to amend PMA No. 5.10 to
include the preparation of LTP’s as part of Master Plans
and Framework Plans.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Chief Executives Recommendation

Accept Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.10, with the
following minor amendment:

Amend TM A2 as follows:

Prepare, implement and review (where appropriate)
Local Transport Plans (LTPs)/Area Based Transport
Assessments (ABTAs)°"° Transport-Strategies{(TSs)
for each of the statutory LAP settlements* in County
Kildare in consultation with the TIl and the NTA, based
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with the hierarchy of users and modal shift targets set out
in this Plan. The Accessibility and Movement Objectives
of Local Area Plans should be based on relevant
LTP/ABTAs.

Submissions/Observations

The following relates to Submission No. 118.

The submission welcomes the amendment of TM A2 to
include references to Area Based Transport
Assessments (ABTA’s) and to include ‘parking measures’
as a consideration.

The submission recommends the preparation of LTP’s as
part of Local Area Plans, Masterplans and Framework
Plans as well as, potentially, for significant development
sites. It recommends the amendment of PMA No. 5.10 to
clearly reflect the distinction between an ABTA as the
plan preparation methodology, and the Local Transport
Plan (LTP).

The following relates to Submission No. 133.

It is noted that the Tl Draft Plan submission
recommendation no. 3 for a restatement of Draft Plan
Action TM A2 to reflect the ABTA Guidance is reflected
at Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.10.

TIl welcomes this clarification and remains available to
assist the Council to address development proposals in
the proximity of national roads where such proposals are
demonstrated as being in accordance with the provisions
of official policy in the first instance as part of the
development planning process.

on the following ABTA guidelines published by the
TII/NTA — ABTA ‘How To Guide’, Pilot Methodology
(September, 2021) and the Area Based Transport
Assessment Advice Note (December, 2018) H¥s-Area

LTP/ABTAs will include the transport priorities for each
settlement in terms of public transport infrastructure and
services; cycle investment; improvements to the
pedestrian environment; parking measures and road
enhancements. LTP/ABTAs must be developed to
provide a framework to cater for the movement of
pedestrians, cyclists, public transport services and
private vehicles which are aligned with the hierarchy of
users and modal shift targets set out 38 in this Plan. The
Accessibility and Movement Objectives of Local Area
Plans should be based on relevant LTP/ABTAs.

Footnote: Note: Area Based Transport Assessment
(ABTA) sets out the methodology for the preparation of
Local Transport Plans.
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Submission No. 230 welcomes this proposed material
alterations and look forward to working with KCC in the
delivery thereof, wherever appropriate.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.11

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by
Cllr. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Amend TM O9 as follows:

Facilitate and secure the delivery/implementation of the public transport projects that relate to County Kildare as
identified within the Integrated Implementation Plan (2019-2024), (or any superseding document), including the
DART+ programme (Including DART+ West and DART+ Southwest), BusConnects and the light rail investments.
The DART+ projects present an opportunity to improve journey time, reliability, and train frequency.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.12

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by
Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Amend TM O10 as follows:

Facilitate and secure the delivery/implementation of the public transport regional corridor proposals that relate to
County Kildare and the County Kildare local route proposals as identified within the NTA’s ‘The Connecting Ireland
Rural Mobility Plan’ (November 2021), specifically prioritising the proposed new local route from Naas to Newbridge.
Such developments shall be subject to AA screening and where applicable, Stage 2 AA.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.13

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by
Cllr. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Amend TM O11 as follows:

Investigate the feasibility of developing high-quality, suitable, safe and sustainable cycling pathways:

i) from Leixlip, Maynooth and Naas into Dublin; and

i) between Naas and Newbridge,

iii) Kildare town to Newbridge and westwards towards Portlaoise as far as the Kildare county boundary, and
iv) Kildare Town to Monasterevin
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Where feasibility is established, a Corridor and Route Selection Process will be undertaken where appropriate, for
relevant new road infrastructure in two stages”, Stage 1 — Route Corridor Identification, Evaluation and Selection and
Stage 2 — Route Identification, Evaluation and Selection.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.14

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Amend TM O12 as follows:

Promote and facilitate the implementation of public transport projects (bus and rail) and encourage transport
providers and other agencies (e.g. NTA, developers etc.) to improve public transport (bus and rail) and to have
regard to and support recently implemented and/or planned routes under NTA’s Bus Connects and proposed /
planned routes under NTA’s Connecting Ireland Rural Mobility Plan; Including:

1. Kilcock, Maynooth and Leixlip into Dublin;

2. Celbridge into Dublin;

3. Maynooth to Naas;

4. Leixlip to Naas

5. Celbridge to Naas;

6. Naas to Caragh.

In addition to a range of rural transport routes. Such developments shall be subject to AA screening and where
applicable, Stage 2 AA.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.15

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Add new objective after TM O13 as follows and renumber objectives accordingly:
Ensure the delivery of the transport proposals of the Strategic Land Use, Employment and Transportation Study of
North East Kildare, when prepared, in co-operation with all relevant stakeholders. (Refer to Objective RE O14)

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.16

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Add new objective after TM O15 as follows and renumber objectives accordingly:

Support action 87 of the National Sustainable Mobility Policy | Action Plan 2022-2025. In this regard, the Council will
support the NTA to expand shared car, bike and powered personal transporters (PPT) services at transport hubs
and interchanges.
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Item
No.

Item
No.

Item
No.

Item
No.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.17

Amend TM P2 as follows:

Prioritise and promote the development of high-quality, suitable, safe and sustainable walking and cycling pathways
and facilities, both intercounty, intra-county (in consultation with all relevant stakeholders including neighbouring
local authorities) and within the towns and settlements of County Kildare within a safe road/street environment that
will encourage a shift to active travel that is accessible for all, regardless of age, physical mobility, or social
disadvantage, subject to all relevant and cumulative environmental assessments and planning conditions. New
projects (including greenways, blueways and cycleways) should first be subject to the undertaking of feasibility
assessment. Where feasibility is established, a Corridor and Route Selection Process will be undertaken where
appropriate, for relevant new road infrastructure in two stages”, Stage 1 — Route Corridor Identification, Evaluation
and Selection and Stage 2 — Route Identification, Evaluation and Selection.

Resolved

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.18

Add an additional bullet point to the end of TM 021 as follows:

Implement the greenway and blueway projects that promote walking and cycling in conjunction with the relevant

organisations and bodies including:

* Investigate the feasibility of re-opening/upgrading and re-developing the historic Barrow Drainage Scheme access
routes and trail along the eastern bank of the river Barrow between Monasterevin and Athy.

Resolved

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.19

Add new objective after TM 021 as follows and renumber objectives accordingly:

Investigate the feasibility of connecting the Naas to Corbally Harbour Greenway with the proposed Greenway along
the former Tullow/Harristown railway line/ Naas-Baltinglass Greenway and, where considered feasible, to initiate the
delivery of this project within the lifetime of the Plan in conjunction with all relevant landowners.

Resolved

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.20

Add new objective after TM 021 as follows and renumber objectives accordingly:
Investigate the feasibility of developing a cycle connection between the Royal Canal and Grand Canal Greenways
between Leixlip, Louisa Bridge and Hazelhatch.

Resolved

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.
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Item

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.21

Add new objective after TM 021 as follows and renumber objectives accordingly:
Support the development of the Grand Canal Greenway and all associated infrastructure, from Aylmer Bridge to
Clonkeen.

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.22

Amend TM 022 as follows:
Investigate the feasibility of developing a greenway/cycle way connecting the Corbally Line through Dowdingstown
Wood and Two Mile House to Kilcullen.

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.23

Add new objective after TM 023 as follows and renumber objectives accordingly:
Support action 27 of the National Sustainable Mobility Policy | Action Plan 2022-2025. In this regard, the Council will
support the NTA and Tll to develop and implement an active travel infrastructure programme for Naas.

Resolved

On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.24

Amend TM O25 as follows:
Ensure the provision of improved cycle and walking infrastructure linking Maynooth Town Centre, the Royal Canal

Greenway, the train station, the proposed Maynooth Outer Orbital Route and to Kilcock, Celbridge and Leixlip.

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.25

Resolved

On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.

Amend TM O26 as follows:

Liaise with Irish Rail with respect to identifying and developing a new pedestrian crossing over the Rail line (separate
to DART +) retaining-aceess from Kilmacreddock to Intel/Greenway atBlakestown-Cross-overthe Rail-Line-in order
to promote “Active Travel” permeability links to the Strategic Employment Lands at Collinstown.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.26

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.

Amend the fourth point of TM O27 as follows:
Investigate the feasibility of developing a cycle-way at the following locations;
- from Athy along the N78 to the east as far as the M9 Motorway, subject to the requirements of Tl publication.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.
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Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.27

Resolved

On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Insert new action after TM A5 as follows and renumber objectives accordingly:
Support action 26 of the National Sustainable Mobility Policy | Action Plan 2022-2025, to develop pedestrian
enhancement plans for Naas and Maynooth in co-operation with the NTA.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.28

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.

Amend TM A6 as follows:

Develop a new pedestrian and cycle link from Celbridge/Backweston to Leixlip, via Castletown House, through
Kildare Innovation Campus the (former Hewlett Packard site), across the M4 to the Wonderful Barn and onto Leixlip
Town Centre and Leixlip Louisa Bridge Station, in accordance with the requirements of TlI publications.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.29

Resolved

On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.

Amend TM A7 as follows:
Investigate the feasibility of providing a feetpath dedicated shared path connection between the settlements in the
MASP area to align with the proposed routes identified in the National Transport Authority’s Draft Greater Dublin

Area Cycle Network (2021) or any subsequent updates to same. from-Maynooth-to-Celbridge-

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.30

Resolved

On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.

Add a new action below TM A7 as follows:
Investigate the feasibility of providing a footpath and cycle lane along the R405 between Maynooth and Celbridge.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.31

Resolved

On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.
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Item

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.32

Resolved

On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.

Amend TM A10 as follows:

Support the development of a model for bike share schemes, the extension of the Dublin Bike Scheme and/or other
bike sharing schemes to key settlements and towns within-County Kildare and encourage the inclusion of a hybrid
electric bike fleet in order to promote the use of the scheme for long-distance commuting.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.33

Resolved

On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.

Amend TM A13 as follows:

Prepare a Cycle Network Study for each of the key towns in County Kildare consisting of the primary links identified
in both the TII's National Cycle Network (2022) and the NTA'’s Draft Greater Dublin Area Cycle Network Plan (2021),
connections between the major towns and surrounding settlements, key strategic cycle routes, greenways and local
links, all in accordance with the National Cycle Manual. The study will include draft widths, levels of services and
identify local targets.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Item
No.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.34

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.

|

Add new action after TM A13 as follows and renumber actions accordingly:
Investigate the feasibility of providing a cycling route linking Donadea Forest to Killinthomas Woods.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Item

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.35

Resolved

On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Add new action after TM A13 as follows and renumber actions accordingly:
Progress the delivery of key measures outlined in the Naas / Sallins Transport Strategy 2020 on a phased basis as
funding is secured.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Item

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.36

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.

Amend TM A16 as follows:

Provide new or upgraded lighting for all footpath and cycle track schemes subject to the consideration of ecology
and impacts on wildlife. Appropriate environmental assessments will be required and may result in unlit sections
which may include some parts of the county’s Greenways. Where applicable, all species-specific mitigation will be
included within the relevant sections of the Appropriate Assessment.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.
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Item

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.37

Resolved
On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.

Insert new action after TM A17 as follows and renumber actions accordingly:

Collaborate with Waterways Ireland and other relevant stakeholders to ensure that recreation, amenity and heritage
sites in County Kildare are accessible to all, and that design solutions retain existing man-made, local features of
interest such as ‘kissing gates’. The retention of existing kissing gates will be assessed in the context of delivering a
balanced approach to the protection of heritage and universal access where they would not deny access to those
using mobility aids and non-standard bicycles.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation
and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.38

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.

Amend TM O35 as follows:

Seek to address urban congestion with particular emphasis on facilitating the development of fewn local bus services
for the Key Towns along with associated identified economic clusters within the Scounty ensuring connectivity to and
from residential areas, key employers, and public transport hubs such as train stations, along with retail and amenity
sites.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation
and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.39

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.

Amend TM O38 as follows:
Work with statutory agencies and stakeholders to promote and facilitate the development of a public transport hub in

proximity to Naas and Sallins with-new-and-enhanced-public-transportinfrastructure-to which will connect road, rail
and publlc bus transport including Park and Ride and |nterchange faC|I|t|es Ensure—the—leus—netwerk—m—Naas

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation
and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.40

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.

Amend TM O39 as follows:
Support the delivery and-facilitate-investigations-into-thefeasibility of a bus-only link prierityroute to the Sallins

bypass through the Northwest Quadrant in Naas WhICh will prowde a dlrect bus serwce to the Sallins Rallway Statlon
from the town centre of Naas . , A ;

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation
and agreed by the Members.
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Item

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.41

Resolved

On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.

Amend TM 042 as follows:
Support the implementation of the Irish Rail Multi-Modal Interchange Strategy-Sustainable-lnrterchange-Programme

to provide for ease of interchange between rail and all other modes, prioritising those that are sustainable — cycling,
electric charging, wayfinding and shared mobility.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.42

Resolved

On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Amend TM 043 as follows:

Facilitate and support the extension of the DART+ line to Kilcock, the extension of the DART+ Southwest line to

Naas/Sallins and-Newbridge (and promote a future extension to Newbridge and Kildare Town in the next DART +
programme / GDA Transport Strategy Review) and the extension of the LUAS network, in co-operation with Irish
Rail, the Department of Transport and the National Transport Authority.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.43

Resolved

On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Add a new objective after TM 045:
Investigate the feasibility of a new train station at the
Curragh in consultation with Irish Rail.

Chief Executives Response
The comments with are noted. It is considered

appropriate to investigate the feasibility of a new train
station at the Curragh, in conjunction with the NTA.

Submissions/Observations
Submission No. 118 highlights that Section 9(6A) of the
Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended)

Refer also to CE response to OPR observation 2.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

requires that all Development Plans in the Greater Dublin | Chief Executives Recommendation

Area be consistent with the GDA Transport Strategy. It is | Accept Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.43, with the
stated that while the NTA has no objections to the following minor amendment:

carrying out of feasibility studies, the NTA also notes that | Add a new objective after TM O45:

there are no plans in the current Transport Strategy for Investigate the feasibility of a new train station at the
the GDA or in the Draft Transport Strategy for the Curragh in consultation with Irish Rail and the NTA.
development of a rail station at the Curragh.

Measure RAIL6 of the Draft Transport Strategy states the
new rail stations planned to be developed by the NTA, in
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conjunction with Irish Rail and states that other stations
will be considered where development patterns support
such provision. Any decisions regarding the development
of new rail stations will be progressed by the NTA in
conjunction with Irish Rail.

W Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.44

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation

Amend TM O46 as follows:

Support and facilitate, in co-operation with Irish Rail and

the National Transport Authority the delivery of the

following proposed new facilities to connect to the
existing and proposed rail network including DART+:

¢ A second New-Sallins-&Naas railway station sited to
the west of the existing station in Sallins, including a
park and ride facility (1 000 spaces).

e Collinstown or Maynooth railway Sstation/Bdepot
sited to the west of Maynooth including a park and
ride facility (1 000 spaces — 500 initially); and

¢ aKill park and ride facility - bus based (500 spaces).

Submissions/Observations
Submission No. 72 welcomes and supports the Proposed
Material Alteration No. 5.44.

Submission No. 230 (Meath County Council) welcomes
PMA 5.44 and looks forward to working with KCC in the
delivery of TM O46.

The following relates to Submission No. 93.

Chief Executives Response

Under the Park and Ride Strategy (April 2021) a new
train station is proposed at Collinstown to service a new
rail-based park and ride. Measure RAIL6 of the Draft
Greater Dublin Area Transport Strategy 2022-2042
includes the development of a new railway station west
of Maynooth and a new railway station west of Sallins. In
the interests of clarity and having regard to the contents
of Submission No. 93 it is considered appropriate to
amend the wording of Objective TM 0O46.

Chief Executives Recommendation

Accept Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.44, with the

following minor amendment:

Amend TM O46 as follows:

Support and facilitate, in co-operation with Irish Rail and

the National Transport Authority the delivery of the

following proposed new facilities to connect to the

existing and proposed rail network ireluding-BDART+:

e A second New-Sallins-&Naas railway station sited to
the west of the existing station in Sallins, including a
park and ride facility (1 000 spaces).

and agreed by the Members.
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Submission contends that Proposed material alteration to
TM 046 does not fully reflect the intention of the Chief
Executive, and the reference to ‘Collinstown’ and ‘depot’
in the same sentence as station, park and ride, west of
Maynooth may cause confusion.

It is recommended that PMA No. 5.44 be amended
accordingly. The amended text is in red.

Support and facilitate, in co-operation with Irish Rail and
the National Transport Authority the delivery of the
following proposed new facilities to connect to the existing
and proposed rail network including DART+:

* A second New Sallins & Naas railway station sited to the
west of the existing station in Sallins, including a park and
ride facility (1 000 spaces).

‘Collinstown—eof A second Maynooth railway
Sstation/Bdepet sited to the west of Maynooth including a
park and ride facility (1 000 spaces — 500 initially);

* A railway station at Collinstown; and

+ a Kill park and ride facility - bus based (500 spaces).

GCollinstown-or A second Maynooth railway
Sstation/Bdepet sited to the west of Maynooth
'|||'s.lt1|s||||;|;g a-park-and-ride-facility (1-000-spaces—500
A railway station at Collinstown including a Park and
Ride facility (Ca.1,000 spaces — 500 initially);and

a Kill Park and Ride facility - bus based (500 spaces).

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.45

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Amend TM P4 as follows:

Ensure ongoing competitiveness and the efficient movement of people and goods in the county through the
improvement and expansion of the road and street network within the county to support economic development and
provide access to new and existing communities, employment areas and development, all while prioritising
sustainable modes of transport. New roads and other transport infrastructure projects should first be subject to the
undertaking of feasibility assessment. Where feasibility is established, a Corridor and Route Selection Process will
be undertaken where appropriate, for relevant new road infrastructure in two stages”, Stage 1 — Route Corridor
Identification, Evaluation and Selection and Stage 2 — Route Identification, Evaluation and Selection.
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Item Resolved
On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.
Amend TM O58 as follows: Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation

Secure the implementation of the Priority Road and Bridge Projects and the Regional Roads Identified for
Improvement (Table 5.4 and 5.5, refer) and maintain corridors free from development to facilitate future roads, cycle
facilities and other transport infrastructure improvement identified within this Plan {Fables-5:4-&-5-6) and Local Area

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.46

and agreed by the Members.

. . Resolved
Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.47 On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.
Amend TM O59 as follows: Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation

Support and facilitate in conjunction with Meath County Council, private developers and landowners, the construction and agreed by the Members.

of the Maynooth Relief-Read Outer Orbital Route.

] ] Resolved
Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.48 On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.
Amend TM 066 as follows: Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation

Mitigating the negative impacts of infrastructure by incorporating wildlife crossings/underpasses and fish culverts in and agreed by the Members.

the instance of freshwater European Sites into the designs for new road infrastructure and where possible, by
incorporating such measures into the existing road network, where (as appropriate).

. . Resolved
Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.49 On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.
Amend Table 5.4 as follows and include updates to the | Chief Executives Response Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation
numbering of all Priority Road and Bridge Projects as The comments in relation to submission no. 3 are noted.  @nd agreed by the Members.
listed in Table 5.4 of the Draft Kildare County However, many of the29/ specific issues are of a more
Development Plan 2023-2029: detailed nature and would be more appropriately

addressed through the statutory Local Area Plan (LAP)
process. As per Action TM A2 set out under Proposed
Material Alteration No. 5.10, Local Transport Plans
(LTPs)/Area Based Transport Assessments (ABTAs) will
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Table 5.4 - Priority Road and Bridge Projects’

agencies for the
delivery of an erbital
link-road M50 resilient
outer orbital link road

Nr. | Name Route

A | Maynooth Eastern R148 to R405 — Leixlip
Ring Road (MERR) Road to Celbridge

Road.

B | Maynooth Outer Relef | L1012 Moyglare Road
Road,-Maynooth and Dunboyne Road
Orbital Route (County Meath) to be
(Northwest) delivered by Meath

County Council under
Section 85 agreement.

C | Maynooth Outer Orbital | R148 to L1012 c. 3km
Route — Kilcock Road to
(West/Southwest) Moyglare Road; and

from the Kilcock Road
south to
Rathcoffey/Straffan
Road.

D | Examine options in M4(atucan/Leixlip)
consultation with South | to-the-M3-(Junction4
Dublin County Council, | CleneetR157
Fingal County Council, | Bunboyne-Maynooth
Meath County Council, | Read)in-Meath
Tl and other statutory | Ceunty-Counecik

Preferred Route to be
examined and
determined.

be prepared for each of the statutory LAP settlements,
including Celbridge and Maynooth which will inform the
LAPs. The Maynooth and Environs Joint Local Area Plan
(2024-2030) process is currently underway and will be
informed by an Area Based Transport Assessment of
Maynooth.

It is an objective of the Plan to secure the implementation

of the Priority Road and Bridge Projects identified in Table

5.4 and 5.5 of Chapter 5. Table 5.4 (Priority Road and

Bridge Projects) as per Proposed Material Alteration No.

5.49 includes the following projects:

¢ (Row A) ‘Maynooth Eastern Ring Road (MERRY)’

¢ (Row B) ‘Maynooth Outer Orbital Route (Northwest)’

e (Row C) ‘Maynooth Outer Orbital Route
(West/Southwest)

¢ (Row F) ‘Upgrading the existing bridge in Celbridge
with enhanced Vulnerable Road User (VDU)
infrastructure’ and project

¢ (Row G) ‘Second River crossing - Celbridge’.

The ‘Second River crossing — Celbridge’ project includes
a link road from the R403 Clane Road to Hazelhatch train
station and will incorporate new pedestrian and cycling
infrastructure.

The comments in relation to submission no. 72 are noted.

The following relates to Submission Nos 78 & 80, 146,
265, 266 & 267

7 Extract of Table 5.4 only; all other projects listed in dCDP will be included in final Table.
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connecting the M3 to
the M4.

The Gallops
Avenuefootnote Nags

Blessington Road to
Dublin Road

Upgrading the existing
bridge in Celbridge
with enhanced
Vulnerable Road User
(VDU) infrastructure.

Existing River Liffey
Bridge, Celbridge

Celbridge to

sustainable-transport
modes- Second River
Crossing - Celbridge

From R403 Clane
Road to Hazelhatch
Train Station

Second bridge River
Crossing - Newbridge

From Old Connell
Road to R416
Athgarvan Road.

While Proposed Material Alteration (PMA) 5.49 references
the Gallops Avenue, Naas, this particular PMA only
serves to give further clarity to priority road projects in
County Kildare.

In this regard a specific footnote is proposed to be
inserted to link the Gallops Avenue to the Naas Local
Area Plan 2021-2027 with the proposed insertion of the
following text;

...in accordance with Objective MTO3.3 of the Naas Local
Area Plan 2021-2027".

The following relates to Submission No. 118.

The comments with regards to Proposed Material
Alteration No. 5.49 are noted. It is considered appropriate
to amend PMA No. 5.49 to reflect the proposed changes.

The following relates to Submission No. 133.

The comments in relation to Table 5.4 are noted and
accepted. The footnote at the end of Table 5.4 in the Draft
Plan should be noted which states; ‘This table is not
exhaustive, other projects shall be identified in LAPs. The
delivery of any project is subject to approval of funding’.

The comments of Submission No. 229 in relation to Table
5.4 are noted.

The contents of Submission No. 251 are noted.

The submissions which relate to PMA 5.49D
Please refer to Chief Executives Response and
Recommendation under PMA 5.59.
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Footnote: Table 5.4 is a list of priority projects for
County Kildare; however, these projects are not listed in
order of priority.

Footnote: [in relation to The Gallops Avenue, Naas] — ‘in
accordance with Objective MTO3.3 of the Naas Local
Area Plan 2021-2027’

Submissions/Observations

The following relates to Submission No. 3.

It is submitted that one narrow bridge over the Liffey in
Celbridge is not enough. The present Liffey Bridge
needs to double in width. A new pedestrian bridge is
required from the bank to the pub on the Lucan Road. A
new complete ring road for Celbridge is required,
starting at Salesians roundabout to Hazelhatch train
station to Lucan Road, through the proposed new
estates, running parallel to the existing Loughlinstown
Road. The ring road needs to be 200 metres away from
St. Wolstan’s along the Clane Road and not beside the
schools or athletic club. The Maynooth ring roads (both
sides of the town) need to be completed as soon as
possible. The submission highlights the high traffic
volumes along the Moyglare Road.

The following relates to Submission No. 72.

The submission welcomes and supports the Proposed
Material Alteration No. 5.49 in relation to the proposed
Maynooth Outer Orbital Road at the subject lands in
Newtown, Maynooth. Map of subject site provided. The
submission reinforces willingness to work with the
relevant stakeholders in order to deliver the

Chief Executives Recommendation

Accept Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.49, with the
following minor amendments, shown in green text:

delivery of an erbitaHinkroad
M50 resilient outer orbital link

Nr. | Name Route

A | Maynooth Eastern Ring Road | R148 to R405 — Leixlip
(MERR) Road to Celbridge

Road.

B | Maynooth Outer ReliefRead; | L1012 Moyglare Road
Maynooth Orbital Route and Dunboyne Road
(Northwest) (County Meath) to be

delivered by Meath
County Council under
Section 85 agreement.

C | Maynooth Outer Orbital R148 to L1012 ¢. 3km —

Route (West/Southwest) Kilcock Road to
Moyglare Road; and
from the Kilcock Road
south to
Rathcoffey/Straffan
Road.

D | Examine options in M4(attucaniteixlip)
consultation with South to-the- M3-(Junction4
Dublin County Council, Clonee fR157
Fingal County Council, Meath | Bunbeyne-Maynoeth
County Council, Tll and other | Read}in-Meath-County
statutory agencies for the Couneil: Preferred

Route to be examined
and determined.
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southwestern section of the MOOR and to also
accommodate a future railway station (as per the Draft
LAP Issues Paper 2024-2030) and to also
accommodate the Dart+ West Draft Railway Order
works.

The following relates to Submission Nos. 78, 80, 146,
265, 266 & 267

Objecting to the inclusion of the Gallops Avenue in the
Development Plan.

The following relates to Submission No. 118.

The submission proposes the following changes to

Table 5.4:

¢ Amend point F as follows: ‘A new bridge for
pedestrians and cyclists will be constructed parallel
to the existing bridge at Celbridge providing
enhanced Vulnerable Road User (VRU)
Infrastructure.’

¢ Addition of text to Point H referring to the preparation
of a Local Transport Plan for Newbridge that will set
out transport objectives and measures for the town.

The following relates to Submission No. 133

The submission notes the inclusion of projects related to
national roads in Table 5.4. Tll emphasises that while
such additional improvements relating to national roads
identified at a local level should be undertaken in
consultation with and subject to the agreement of Tll, in
accordance with adopted procedures and design
standards, the Council will be aware that Tll may not

road connecting the M3 to
the M4.

The Gallops Avenug™t,
Naas

Blessington Road to
Dublin Road

Upgrading A new bridge for
pedestrians and cyclists will
be constructed parallel to the
existing bridge in Celbridge
providing with enhanced
Vulnerable Road User (VDU)
infrastructure.

A new bridge parallel to
the existing River Liffey
Bridge, Celbridge

transport-modes. Second
River Crossing - Celbridge

From R403 Clane Road
to

Hazelhatch Train
Station

Second bridge River
Crossing — Newbridgefeette

From Old Connell Road
to R416 Athgarvan
Road.

80|Page



Chapter 5: Sustainable Mobility & Transport

be responsible for the funding of any such
schemes or improvements and their implementation
may be subject to budgetary constraints and the
prioritisation and the adequacy of the funding resource
available to the Authority.

The following relates to Submission No. 229

The submission welcomes the clarifications in Table 5.4
and stated that the ring roads around Maynooth are of
critical importance.

Submission No. 251 supports Proposed Material
Alteration No. 5.49.

The following submission numbers relate to PMA 4.59D
(see Chief Executive’s Recommendation below);

14,19, 23, 28, 29, 30,31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39,
40, 41,42, 43, 44, 46, 47, 50, 51, 52, 54, 61, 64, 66, 67,
68, 73, 75, 81, 82, 83, 84, 86, 89, 91, 92, 96, 97, 98,
100, 105, 107, 108, 110, 112, 120, 124, 126, 129,
141,142, 144,145, 152, 155, 156, 157, 159, 160, 162,
165, 168,169,171,172,173, 177,179, 184, 199, 202,
204, 211,227, 237, 241, 248, 257, 258, 259.

Footnote: Table 5.4 is a list of priority projects for County
Kildare; however, these projects are not listed in order of
priority.

Footnote: [in relation to The Gallops Avenue, Naas] — ‘in
accordance with Objective MTO3.3 of the Naas Local Area
Plan 2021-2027

Footnote: A Local Transport Plan (LTP) is currently being
prepared for Newbridge to inform the emerging Newbridge
Local Area Plan (LAP). All transport objectives for the
Newbridge LAP will be informed by the outcomes of the LTP.

Item Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.50

Combine Section 5.6 and Section 5.7 as follows:
5.6 Meterways National Road Network
The national road network consists of national primary and

Chief Executives Response
The recommendation with regards to Proposed
Material Alteration No. 5.50 is noted and

secondary roads, including motorways and associated junctions, accepted.

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation
and agreed by the Members.
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outside the 50-60 kph speed limit zones for cities, towns, and
villages.

In addition to the M4, M7 and M9 motorways there are three national
roads in County Kildare.

e The N7 linking Naas and Dublin; Chief Executives Recommendation
e The N81 running along the border between Kildare and Wicklow; | Accept Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.50,
and with the following minor amendments, as
e The N78 connecting Ballitore (Junction 3 on M9) and Athy and shown in green text:
onwards to Ballylynan. 5.6 Metorways National Road Network
The national road network consists of national
primary and secondary roads, including
The meterway network primarily serves long and middle-distance motorways and associated junctions;-cutside
traffic originating in or passing through the county including the the-50-60-kph-speed-limit zones-forcities;
transportation of freight. These routes have an important role to play | tewns-and-villages. In addition to the M4, M7
in the economic development of the county and the state. and M9 motorways there are three national

roads in County Kildare.
e The N7 linking Naas and Dublin;
e The N81 running along the border
between Kildare and Wicklow; and
e The N78 connecting Ballitore (Junction
3 on M9) and Athy and onwards to
Ballylynan.

The meotorway network primarily serves long
and middle-distance traffic originating in or

Submissions/Observations passing through the county including the
The following relates to Submission No. 133. transportation of freight. These routes have an
It is noted that Draft Plan sections 5.6 and 5.7 are to be important role to play in the economic

amalgamated under Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.50 as section | development of the county and the state.
5.6 under a single heading: National Road Network. This general _
approach is welcomed in the submission. S/ National Roads

82|Page



Chapter 5: Sustainable Mobility & Transport

The submission however noted that the description of the national
road network makes reference to speed limits and reminds the
Council that Tll as the national road’s authority is responsible for the
safe and efficient management of the entire of the national road
network no matter its speed limit and recommends the removal of
reference to speed limits.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.51

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Amend TM P5 as follows:

Work with Transport Infrastructure Ireland in accordance with the
Spatial Planning and National Road Guidelines for Planning
Authorities (2012) to develop and operate the motorway network
through the County and to ensure that the carrying capacity,
efficiency and safety of the network and associated junctions is
protected, maintained and improved and to prevent development that
could hinder the future upgrading of motorway routes and
interchanges.

Submissions/Observations

The following relates to Submission No. 133.

It is noted that Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.51 reflects
recommendation no. 6 of the TII’'s submission to the Draft Plan and is
welcomed. However, as the Draft Plan now combines the motorway
and national roads together as the national road network as per
Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.50 above, it is recommended that
TM P5 reflect same. Minor amendments are proposed with respect to
PMA 5.51 to replace references from ‘motorway’ to ‘national’.

Chief Executives Response

The recommendations with regards to
Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.51 are
noted and accepted.

Chief Executives Recommendation

Accept Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.51,
with the following minor amendment, as shown
in green text:

Amend TM PS5 as follows:

Work with Transport Infrastructure Ireland in
accordance with the Spatial Planning and
National Road Guidelines for Planning
Authorities (2012) to develop and operate the
motorway national road network through the
County and to ensure that the carrying
capacity, efficiency and safety of the network
and associated junctions is protected,
maintained and improved and to prevent
development that could hinder the future

and agreed by the Members.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation
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upgrading of meterway national road network
routes and interchanges.

. . Resolved
m Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.52 On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Amend TM O72 as follows: Chief Executives Response Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation
and agreed by the Members.

Improve the safety and capacity at the M4 Maynooth Interchange The recommendation with regards to Proposed
(Junction 7) and investigate the provision of a future improved Material Alteration No. 5.52 is noted and
connection to the M4, either at the current location or elsewhere at accepted. In relation to the comments
Celbridge and Leixlip Interchanges, subject to the necessary studies | regarding funding, the footnote at the end of
to be carried out by Kildare County Council in consultation with TII Table 5.4 in the Draft Plan should be noted
and other relevant agencies. which states; ‘This table is not exhaustive,
other projects shall be identified in LAPs. The
Submissions/Observations delivery of any project is subject to approval of
The following relates to Submission No. 133. funding’.
TII’s submission to the Draft Plan included recommendation no. 7 Chief Executives Recommendation

which relates to TM O72 (Junction 7 of the M4); TM O75 (Junction 14 | Accept Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.52,
if the M7); and TM O76 (Junction 11 of the M7 and junction 1 of the | with the following minor amendment, as shown
M9). in green text:

Amend TM O72 as follows:

In this regard, it is submitted that each of the objective’s TM 072, TM | Undertake studies in consultation with TIl and
O75 and TM O76 appear to consist of works to motorways and / or other relevant agencies to investigate the

their junctions that have not been identified as a national priority and | limprovement of the safety and capacity at the
are therefore not currently resourced under the NDP. The status and | \i4 Maynooth Interchange (Junction 7) and
funding of these projects need to be reviewed and clarified in investigate the provision of a future improved
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accordance with Tll publications and relevant Government transport | connection to the M4, either at the current

policy. location or elsewhere at-Celbridge-and-Leixlip

Having regard to the scope of the local roads and the role of Kildare | to-be-carried-outbyKildare County-Councitin
County Council and thus the Development Plan, it is recommended constedtion i L Lape olber po oo

that Proposed Material Alteration No’s. 5.52, 5.54 and 5.55 in relation | agencies.
to the national road network be restated for the purpose of clarity and
Development Plan implementation efficacy.

The submission reiterates that roads proposals that may arise at TM
072, TM O75 and TM O76 do not form part of current national roads
schemes provision nor Project Ireland 2040. It is acknowledged that
it is beneficial to identify road schemes that are proposed to be
delivered at a local/regional level, however TIl may not be
responsible for financing such additional projects. In addition, such
projects should be developed by the Council to complement the
strategic function of the national road network and should not
undermine or compromise this function.

. . Resolved
Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.53 On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.
Amend TM O73 as follows: Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s

Examine the feasibility of delivering an pedestrian and cycle overpass of the M4 to link the Wonderful Barn at Leixlip to [€¢0mmendation and agreed by the Members.
the Kildare Innovation Campus (the former Hewlett Packard site) and Castletown Demesne in Celbridge in
consultation with Transport Infrastructure Ireland, while being sensitive to the heritage sensitivities of both sites.

. . Resolved
Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.54 On the proposal by ClIr. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.
Amend TM O75 as follows: Chief Executives Response Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s

Improve the safety and capacity of the M7 Monasterevin Interchange | The recommendation with regards to recommendation and agreed by the Members.

(Junction 14) through the provision of an upgrade to the interchange, Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.54 is
subject to the necessary studies to be carried out by Kildare County noted and accepted. In relation to the
Council in consultation with TIl and other relevant agencies. comments regarding funding, the footnote at
the end of Table 5.4 in the Draft Plan should
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Submissions/Observations

It is proposed to amend Objective TM O75 to omit text ‘subject to the
necessary studies to be carried out by Kildare County Council in
consultation with Tl and other relevant agencies’ at the end of this
objective and to replace with new text at the beginning of TM O75 to
read as follows; ‘Undertake studies in consultation with TIl and other
relevant agencies to investigate the improvement of the safety and
capacity...’

be noted which states; ‘This table is not
exhaustive, other projects shall be identified
in LAPs. The delivery of any project is subject
to approval of funding’.

Chief Executives Recommendation

Accept Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.54,
with the following minor amendment, as
shown in green text:

Amend TM O75 as follows:

Undertake studies in consultation with TIl and
other relevant agencies to investigate the
improvement of the safety and capacity of the
M7 Monasterevin Interchange (Junction 14)
through the provision of an upgrade to the

interchange.;-subjectto-the-necessary-studies
to-be EI au_lesl E.Hlt l?lll £|Islslns| ;EH“P SOUAGHHA
Soenses

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.55

Amend TM O76 as follows:

Provide for all vehicle movements from the west to the south as well
as from the south to the west at the M7 (Junction 11) / M9 (Junction 1)
Interchange and to investigate the feasibility of providing for a M9/M7
interchange connection along the M7 at Junction 12, subject to the
necessary studies to be carried out by Kildare County Council in
consultation with TIl and other relevant agencies.

Submissions/Observations

Chief Executives Response

The recommendation with regards to
Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.55 is
noted and accepted with some further minor
amendments to the recommended wording.
In relation to the comments regarding
funding, the footnote at the end of Table 5.4
in the Draft Plan should be noted which
states, ‘This table is not exhaustive, other
projects shall be identified in LAPs. The

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by
Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.
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It is proposed to amend Objective TM O76 to omit text ‘subject to the
necessary studies to be carried out by Kildare County Council in
consultation with TIl and other relevant agencies’ at the end of this
objective and to replace with new text at the beginning of TM O76 to
read as follows; ‘Undertake studies in consultation with TIl and other
relevant agencies to investigate the improvement of for all vehicle
movements...’

delivery of any project is subject to approval
of funding’.

Chief Executives Recommendation

Accept Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.55,

with the following minor amendment, as
shown in green text:

Amend TM O76 as follows:

Undertake studies in consultation with Tll and
other relevant agencies to investigate how
vehicle movements could be improved
Provide-for-all-vehicle-movements from the
west to the south as well as from the south to
the west at the M7 (Junction 11) / M9
(Junction 1) Interchange and to investigate
the feasibility of providing for a M9/M7
interchange connection along the M7 at

Junction 12;-subjectto-the-necessary-studies
ltat i :g” ! o |5
e

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.56

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Amend TM O77 as follows:

Support-and-facilitate-the-adegquateprovision Ensure proposals for ef Motorway Service Stations Areas are developed
in accordance with identified-in the Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines for Planning Authorities, DECLG

(2012) and the TIlI Motorway Service Area Policy guidance document (2014 or as may be amended). during-thelife-of

thisPlan).

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation
and agreed by the Members.
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Item

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.57

Add new objective after TM O77 as follows and renumber objectives
accordingly:

Support and facilitate the continued operation of existing Motorway
Service Areas throughout the county.

Submissions/Observations

The following relates to Submission No. 133.

The submission requests that reference to official national road policy,
of which motorway service areas form part, be included in Proposed
Material Alteration No. 5.57 for clarity purposes.

The following relates to Submission No. 183.

The submission supports the recognition of Motorway Service Areas
as part of this

Proposed Material Alteration, but requests that this recognition be
amended further by explicitly mentioning the M9 Kilcullen Motorway
Service Area.

The submission highlights that the existing Circle K motorway service
area at Kilcullen was subject to a grant of planning permission under
An Bord Pleanala Case Reference 09.HA0021 and also lists the policy
documents that this grant had regard to, which included among others
the provisions of the Kildare County Development Plan 2005 — 2011.

Furthermore, the submission highlights TII’s last published update of
their Motorway Service Area Policy which acknowledged the role of
off-line MSA facilities in providing for the needs of road users on the
motorway network, and specifically the role of the M9 Kilcullen MSA.

Chief Executives Response

The following relates to Submission No. 133.
The recommendation with regards to
Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.57 is
noted and accepted.

The following relates to Submission No. 183.
The submission is noted, it is however
considered inappropriate and unnecessary to
specifically reference the M9 Kilcullen
Motorway Service Area in the Kildare County
Development Plan. The proposed new
objective (as per Proposed Material Alteration
No. 5.57) which states that the Council
supports the continued operation of existing
Motorway Service Areas is considered
sufficient.

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Chief Executives Recommendation

Accept Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.57,
with the following minor amendment:

Add new objective after TM O77 as follows
and renumber objectives accordingly: Support
and facilitate the continued operation of
existing Motorway Service Areas throughout
the county in accordance with the Spatial
Planning and National Roads Guidelines for
Planning Authorities, DECLG (2012) and TII
Motorway Service Area Policy guidance
document (2014 or as may be amended).
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The submission includes the three submissions made to Kildare
County Council during the Draft Kildare County Development Plan
2023 — 2029 public consultation period and the Chief Executive’s
Response in relation to these submissions.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.58

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.

Amend TM O79 as follows:

Improve connectivity between the local road network and the national/regional road network. The Council will ensure
that any future development in this regard complies with the guidance to safeguard the overall operational function of
the national road network as set out in the Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines, DECLG (2012). Such
developments shall be subject to AA screening and where applicable, Stage 2 AA so as to ensure and protect the

favourable status of European sites and their hydrological connections.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation
and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.59

Resolved
On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.

Amend TM 084 as follows:
Support the future development of the N3-N4 Barnhill to Leixlip Interchange in

accordance with strategic development objectives and the Spatial Planning and
National Roads: Guidelines for Planning Authorities, DECLG (2012).

Submissions/Observations

The following submission numbers relate to PMA 5.59:

8,10,11,12,13,14,15,16,18,19,20,21,22,23,24,25,26,27,28,29,30,31,32,33,34,35,36,

37,38,39,40,41,42,43,44,46,47,49,50,51,52, 54,60,61,62,63,64,65,66,67,68,69, 70,

73,74,75,76,77,79, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87, 89, 90, 91, 92, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98,

99, 100, 101, 102, 103, 104, 105, 107, 108, 109, 110, 111, 112, 113, 114, 115, 116,
117,120, 121,122, 123, 124, 125, 126, 127, 128, 129, 130, 132, 134,137,

141,142,143,144,145,147,148,151,152,153,154,155,156,157,158,159, 160, 161,

162, 163,164,165,166,167,168,169,171,172,173,175,176,177,179, 180, 184, 186,

188, 194, 196, 197, 198, 199, 200, 202, 203, 204, 205, 206, 207, 208, 209, 211, 212,

Chief Executives Response
The concerns and issues
raised in the submissions
relating to PMA 5.59 are
acknowledged. However, while
the Council supports the future
development of the N3-N4
Barnhill to Leixlip Interchange
in accordance with strategic
development objectives and
the Spatial Planning and
National Roads: Guidelines for
Planning Authorities, DECLG
(2012), it should be noted that
no route has been specifically

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation
and agreed by the Members.
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214, 216, 218, 223, 227, 232,233, 234, 236, 237, 238, 240, 241, 242, 243, 244, 245,
246, 248, 252, 253, 254, 255, 256, 257, 258, 259.

The submission numbers listed above object to PMA 5.59 which states the following:
‘Amend TMO084 as follows: to support the future development of the N3-N4 Barnhill to
Leixlip interchange in accordance with strategic development objectives and Spatial
Planning and National Roads Guidelines for Planning Authorities, DECLG (2012).’

It is requested that PMA 5.59 is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following:
It is the policy of Kildare County Council to preserve intact St. Catherine’s Park to
develop its amenities and protect it in its entirety from construction unrelated to
recreational activity.’

One submission notes and welcomes Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.59 with
respect to official policy reference from Tll at TM O84. (Submission No. 133)

Several submissions state that PMA 5.59 contradicts the following policies and
objectives contained in the Draft County Development Plan 2023-2029 including,
inter alia, the following:

TMO 70 which states that ‘It is an objective of the Council to protect the amenity of
St. Catherine’s Park, no road proposal shall be considered by this Council through
the park within the Council’s ownership or jurisdiction’. (Chapter 5)

SC P2 which states that ‘It is the policy of the Council to require the delivery of a
range of universally accessible and well-connected social, community, cultural and
recreational facilities, close to the communities they serve through the designation
and safeguarding of specific land uses at appropriate strategic and optimised
locations in settlement plans and mandatory Local Area Plans in County Kildare.’
(Chapter 5)

identified. Furthermore, the
Council is committed to
protecting the amenity of St.
Catherine’s Park and shall not
consider any road proposal
through the section of the park
within the ownership of Kildare
County Council.

The Council aims to protect
the amenity of St. Catherine’s
Park and does not support any
road proposal on park lands
within the Council’s ownership
or jurisdiction. As such, the
position of the Council has
been clearly set out in the
Draft Kildare County
Development Plan 2023-2029
wherein Objective TM O70 in
Section 5.5 of the Draft CDP
already reads as follows:

‘It is an objective of the Council
to protect the amenity of St.
Catherine’s Park, no road
proposal shall be considered
by this Council through the
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TM P3 which states that ‘It is the policy of the Council to promote the sustainable
development of the county by supporting and guiding national agencies in delivering
major improvements to the public transport network and to encourage a shift from
car-based travel to public transport that is accessible for all, regardless of age,
physical mobility or social disadvantage’. (Chapter 5)

Bl P5 which states that ‘It is the policy of the Council to identify and conserve locally
important biodiversity sites in the county which contribute to the overall ecological
network of County Kildare’. (Chapter 12)

LR O1 ‘Ensure that consideration of landscape sensitivity is an important factor in
determining development uses. In areas of high landscape sensitivity, the design,
type and the choice of location of the proposed development in the landscape will be
a critical consideration’. (Chapter 13)

LR P5 ‘Preserve, manage and maintain to a high standard the existing public parks,
open spaces, amenities and recreation facilities throughout the county’. (Chapter 13)

Several submissions reference Proposed Material Alterations contained in other
chapters of the Chief Executive’s Report which PMA 5.59 would directly contravene,
including PMAs 1.2, 4.35, 10.9, 10.22, 11.6, 12.28, 13.15, 13.40.

In addition, it is submitted that PMA 5.59 is contrary to the following:

- Human Rights and Quality Assessment of KCC as required under S. 42 of the
Irish Human Rights and Equality Community Act 2014

- Atrticle 31 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child

- UN Sustainable Development Goals

- EU Climate Targets as the road will increase CO2 emissions.

- The National Spatial Strategy which sends out a clear message to ensure that
Dublin City does not encroach on the hinterlands and surrounding areas.

park within the Council’s
ownership or jurisdiction’.

For clarity, it is proposed to
include a minor amendment to
PMA 5.59 to refer to TM O70.

Chief Executives
Recommendation

Accept Proposed Material
Alteration 5.59, with the
following minor amendment,
as shown in green text;

Amend TM 084 as follows:
Support the future
development of a connection
between the N3-N4 Barnhill to
Leixlip Interchange having
regard to TM O70* of this Plan
in accordance with strategic
development objectives and
the Spatial Planning and
National Roads: Guidelines for
Planning Authorities, DECLG
(2012).

*Footnote; TM O70; Protect
the amenity of St. Catherine’s
Park, no road proposal shall
be considered by this Council
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- Regional Planning Guidelines published in 2004 which set out the need to protect | through the park within the
the Liffey Valley and the associated recreation and open space, landscape and Council’'s
biodiversity. ownership or jurisdiction.

- Towards a Liffey Valley Park Strategy, 2006 (OPW, South Dublin County Council,
Fingal County Council, Kildare County Council)

- The EU Director General for Environment is promoting toxic free environments for
all Europeans i.e. good air quality. To place a road through St. Catherine’s Park
would be contrary to this goal.

Historical Context

St. Catherine’s Park is over 800 years in the making, it can be traced back to the
Norman conquest of Ireland during the 12" Century, with the remains of St.
Catherine’s Church located beyond Black Avenue and close to the proposed route.
The original house on the lands of the park dates to the 1700’s, with a new house
(now Leixlip Manor Hotel) built around 1798 designed by architect Francis Johnston.

In more recent times, the park represented the green belt connecting Guinness
family-owned lands on the south of the Liffey to Strawberry Beds etc on the North of
the Liffey.

The lands were purchased on behalf of the State to be used as a public park and lay
undeveloped until 2012. Following grant aid from Fingal County Council, donations
from Intel and HP and local fundraising, the park and playground was opened in
2014. Substantial work has been carried out over the past 15 years. The Park is used
by locals and the wider area including people from Kildare, Meath and Dublin.

Tourism Potential

With such strong heritage links, the 12" Century St. Catherine’s Church and the Holy
Well on Black Avenue, the Park could be developed as a tourist attraction, as a focal
point for visitors to the park. There were proposals that a coffee shop and other
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amenities would be housed in this area when the St Catherine’s Park Development
Master plan was drawn up. The development of this major transport interchange will
severely impact on this built heritage and the ability to deliver on tourism objectives.

Proposed Route

It is submitted that implementing PMA No. 5.59 would involve the linking of the N4 at
Junction 5, with the N3 by a road traversing St. Catherine’s Park. The road will cut
through farmland to the south of the Liffey, cross the Liffey Valley near the Leixlip
Wastewater Plant, cross over agricultural land near the Black Avenue and will enter
KCC’s part of St. Catherine’s Park. It will proceed over this parkland very close to
Glendale Meadows and will effectively cut the park in two, passing over a GAA pitch
and town soccer pitches, exiting at the north of the park across the railway line and
the canal and into Co. Meath.

It is requested that a detailed plan of the route and design of the road is provided.

Residential Amenity

The road would have a significant negative impact on the residents of Glendale
Meadows, Leixlip and Confey. The destruction of the park would have major
detrimental effects on the residential amenity on the immediate and wider area with a
significant increase in noise and air pollution, loss of green space, increased
emissions and visual impact as well as increased anti-social behaviour.

This park has been dug up in places on several occasions, most recently for the
Lower Liffey Valley Regional Sewerage Scheme during the period 2020-2021. These
works gave rise to significant disruption, noise, dust, rodent infestations, damage to
homes in Glendale Meadows due to deep excavation and drilling works. Now it is
time to let the people enjoy the park again.

If the construction of significant numbers of proposed houses adjacent to Confey
goes ahead, the new residents will also need a recreation and amenity space like St.
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Catherine’s Park. This area must be protected at all costs for the growing population
and generations to come.

Climate Change and Sustainable Transport

At a time when the population is constantly being told to take cars off the road and
engage in more active travel options, this road would be contrary to these national
policies. The previous CDP clearly stated under MO 70 that it is the objective of the
Council 'to protect St. Catherine's Park, no road proposal shall be considered by the
Council through the park within the Councils ownership or jurisdiction’. It is requested
that this commitment is re-introduced into the new CDP.

At this time of climate emergency, the construction of additional roads will perpetuate
our over reliance on cars over sustainable transport and would be contrary to the
objectives of the CDP. Traffic spreads to fill any road that is provided and the impact
of a road such as this would be negative and irreversible. The Council’s desire for
such a road through the park brings into question its environmental ethics. The road
would be a massive polluter in this main green space and would be contrary to
national and EU environmental policy.

The current Government is already destroying the environment enough and leaving
behind a massive catastrophe for the younger generation to try to solve. Progress is
sometimes acknowledging that our green areas should be protected because of their
value. In terms of transport, we should be focussed on extending our Greenways and
electrifying and extending our rail lines, not building more roads. Building roads will
not solve traffic issues or combat climate change and will not serve new emerging
communities north of Confey of up to 1,000 new houses.

Proper cycling, walking and public transport infrastructure needs to be provided. The
solution to the climate challenge, housing and transportation crisis is not to construct
more of what has been done before, this will lead to more cars and less sustainable
transport, as set out in the report Transportation for America. If the aim is to reduce
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traffic and congestion, there should be more investment into public transport. The
Council should not be spending public money on facilitating a rat run around the M50
toll.

Government ministers are making laws to cut our carbon footprint and emissions,
however KCC are proposing to develop a plan which will increase the carbon
footprint and will lead to habitat loss and more vehicles. Have there not been enough
planning mistakes in the past for us to learn from. KCC should work towards solving
our transport and infrastructure problems together through proper consultation and
sound long-term planning.

The development of a road cutting the park in two would represent a step backwards
in terms of encouraging active travel and in terms of the irreversible negative impact
on general health and wellbeing which cannot be overstated.

Amenity, Health and Wellbeing

With the growing population of the Leixlip, North Kildare and Lucan areas, it is more
facilities that are needed, not less. It is totally unacceptable and unethical that the
Council would consider supporting the destruction of St. Catherine’s Park which
represents a green lung and calm oasis in a highly urbanised and industrialised area.
At the very least this park should be maintained and enhanced for future generations.

All the fundraising undertaken by the people of Leixlip and Lucan amounting to in
excess of €60,000 for the development of the park and playground will all have been
for nothing if this road goes ahead. The people of Leixlip pay stamp duty, property
tax etc and they do not want this road through St. Catherine’s Park.

St. Catherine's Park is used by many different people for physical exercise, mental
wellbeing and as a car free commuting option on a daily basis. The multipurpose
park provides amenities for several activities including general exercise, GAA,
football, BMX, cricket, walking trails, cycling, markets, dog walking, mental health and
wellbeing, wildlife habitats and biodiversity. Putting a road through this park would
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negatively impact the environment and the people who use the park for active and
passive recreation purposes. In addition, community groups, primary and secondary
schools are very involved in the park through various projects and activities.

Liffeybank FC has over 200 members from the Kildare and Fingal sides of the park
as well as Confey. The development of a road through the park would negatively
affect the ability of the club to provide recreation for the young people of the area.

A road would have significant implications for the park and surrounding environment
in terms of noise, air and light pollution, loss of habitats, visual impact, health and
safety implications and would deprive both young and old of what little green space is
left. A road would destroy the peace and quiet that people seek to get away from with
respect to the busy-ness of life and traffic. It should be acknowledged that the park
was a godsend during Covid.

It is ironic that part of the CDP has a section entitled ‘Scenic Routes’ which details
the various ‘visual amenity values’ associated with the places listed, yet there is
contemplation of putting a road through a park in another part of the county.

The development of a road through the park would severely impact the area with a
loss of three football pitches and would prejudice delivery of the Sensory Garden.

The park enjoys Green Flag Award status and a Sli na Slainte route goes through the
park. The construction of a road would no longer be in keeping with the ethos of Sli
na Slainte developed by the Irish Heart Foundation in providing healthy walking
options. It is too dangerous to walk down Captains Hill or on the Main Street. St.
Catherine’s Park is a safe, quiet and pollution free area for walking.

The adverse effects of building a road through the park as set out in the Spatial
Planning and National Road Guidelines, include noise, vibration, emissions, CO2
emissions, light/glare pollution, dust and non-point source pollution, litter and visual
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impact. Any proposal to construct a road through St. Catherine’s Park will lead to
significant short and long-term adverse effects on the immediate and wider area.

It is submitted that the World Health Organisation has identified a health epidemic in
Ireland, with one-quarter of the adult population classified as obese. The park serves
a vital purpose for locals of all ages as an active outlet for accessing different
amenities, especially children playing sports. Any plan that destroys the park will
have a severe negative impact on quality of life in Leixlip and the wider area and
KCC should recognise this before engaging on this plan any further.

It is questioned how many green areas are being lost to housing and infrastructure, a
new world concrete jungle in the middle of St. Catherine’s Park, which is part paid for
by people through fundraising and which is being defended time and time again
against this road.

Confey FC counts St. Catherine’s Park as their home. The club caters for players
aged 10 up to 42 years. Confey FC works with KCC to maintain the park and strongly
objects to the destruction of the park and any playing pitches.

Biodiversity
St. Catherine’s Park is unique in its character and wealth of biodiversity. It is not like

many other parks as it has a natural and ancient environment of woodlands and the
Liffey running through it.

A recent biodiversity report confirmed the importance of retaining the integrity of the
park and protecting our natural heritage.

There is a high heritage value associated with Black Avenue and the Liffey between
Leixlip and Lucan which is protected by a Special Area Amenity Order.

Any construction in the park would destroy the ecosystem of St. Catherine’s Park and
the natural habitats of various plants and animals including a wide variety of native
trees, ancient woodland, common and rare plants, shrubs, badgers, foxes, buzzards,
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jays, egrets, otters, owls, kites, fish, bats, bees, butterflies, moths, insects etc and
would also destroy the already challenged air quality and the environment.
Furthermore, bats are protected by law in the Republic of Ireland under the Wildlife
Act 1976 and subsequent amendments. In addition to domestic legislation, bats are
also protected under the EU Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC). A major link road
running through this green area would impact on their habitat.

Environmental Assessment

It is submitted that the development of any road through or near the park would
require a Strategic Environmental Assessment and Appropriate Assessment. It is
requested that a more comprehensive SEA and AA is carried out to assess the
impact on the skyline near the park and surrounding area. The road will be an
eyesore in a place that people go to relax and enjoy the views.

Visual Amenity
There is concern expressed regarding the potential visual impact of the road and
bridge for people using the park and residents in the surrounding areas.

Alternative Solutions Proposed

It is submitted that KCC should consider the reintroduction of the idea of the Leinster
Outer Orbital Road which would benefit more people and would alleviate a lot of the
traffic currently using the M50. Leave the park the way it was intended to be, a green
space for everyone to enjoy.

KCC should improve existing roads to make them suitable for walking and cycling
and upgrade existing junctions to improve safety and traffic flow and facilitate the
proposed development north of Confey.

It is submitted that in light of the court’s recent decision on the Galway Ring Road, it
is inexcusable to spend Council resources on investigating new ring roads such as
the road through St. Catherine’s Park or the Maynooth Eastern Ring Road. These
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roads will only serve to increase private car traffic with associated emissions and
increased congestion. A bypass may be required but ring roads must become a thing
of the past. Upgrading the bridge at Celbridge for VRUs should be a priority with
investigations of the M3-M4 link at the bottom of a list of priorities.

It is submitted that it should be considered to build the far side of Kellystown Lane to
avoid destroying the park and to ease traffic going to Intel and Collinstown Industrial
Estate daily.

It is requested that one of the other seven options be chosen. If this road is needed it
should go between Intel and Maynooth and not through the park.

Previous Protests/Objections

This issue was addressed by the people of North Kildare and the wider area in 2017
and most people believed that it was gone away, but now it is felt that it is being
quietly railroaded on the people of Leixlip again. This road must be taken off the KCC
agenda permanently. People are ready to mobilize and are prepared to fight against
this road as high as IROPI to protect the park and the green space.

The objective relating to the M3-M4 link states that ‘the preferred route is to be
examined and determined’. Some citizens would see this as operating by stealth, if
indeed St. Catherine’s Park is the ‘preferred route’.

Role of Kildare County Council

Kildare County Council, in its many responsibilities regarding the park has been
found wanting. There is not sufficient signage or litter bins and there are no changing
or toilet facilities for those using the pitches. There are no patrols by park keepers to
ensure the safety of users. Unlike KCC, Fingal County Council and South Dublin
County Council are continuously enhancing their sections of the park and neither
have allowed infrastructural projects to pass through the park.
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It is submitted that KCC would never allow a major infrastructural development pass
through precious amenities such as Donadea Forest Park or Lullymore Heritage and
Discovery Park.

Elected Representatives

Submissions reflect the anger, sadness, opposition, disbelief and shock that this road
is still being considered. It is submitted that the elected representatives have a duty
to uphold the wishes of their electorate and should not support the development of
any road or bridge through St. Catherine’s Park. The development of such a road
would be contrary to the vision of KCC ‘living, growing, leading and working together
towards an inclusive and sustainable county’.

It is submitted that if the Council allows the destruction of St. Catherine’s Park to
facilitate cars over people and communities, the Councillors should hang their heads
in shame. It is submitted that Councillors must reject this proposal or face the voter at
election time if this folly proceeds.

Item No. | Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.60

Resolved

Amend TM A20 as follows:

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by
Cllr. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s

Upgrade the section of the N81 National Secondary Road (Tallaght/Baltinglass) that is located within County Kildare,
subject to funding and in accordance with the requirements of Tll and subject to AA screening and where applicable,
Stage 2 AA so as to ensure and protect the favourable status of European sites and their hydrological connections.

recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Resolved

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.61

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by
Cllr. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.62

Resolved

Amend TM O88 as follows:

connections.

Improve and re-align where necessary and as funds allow, the regional roads. Subject to AA screening and where
applicable, Stage 2 AA so as to ensure and protect the favourable status of European sites and their hydrological

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by
Cllr. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.
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Item No. | Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.63 |

Amend TM O89 as follows: Resolved
Improve connectivity across the railways and canals in County Kildare, in conjunction with relevant stakeholders On the proposal by Cllr. Doyle and seconded by Clir.
including Irish Rail and Waterways Ireland, to ensure new crossings do not impede the safe passage of boats Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s

navigating waterways. Subject to AA screening and where applicable, Stage 2 AA so as to ensure and protect the recommendation and agreed by the Members.

favourable status of European sites and their hydrological connections.
 Item No. | Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.64

Amend Table 5.5, item no. 43 as follows: Resolved
No. Road No. | Location On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.
43 General | To improve regional road links between Wicklow and other Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s

counties, in particular the Blessington to Naas route and recommendation and agreed by the Members.

routes from Dunlavin and Baltinglass to the M9/N9 in
accordance with national transport policy requirements
and in consultation with TIl and other statutory agencies,
as appropriate.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.65

Amend TM 094 as follows: Resolved

Minimise the extent of hedgerow removal in order to achieve adequate sightlines. However, where it has been On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.
satisfactorily demonstrated that there is no other suitable development site (for planning reasons) any removed Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s

hedgerow shall be replaced with native hedgerow species. Opportunities should be sought to translocate existing recommendation and agreed by the Members.

species rich hedgerows, where possible, and subject to proper biosecurity protocols.
 Item No. | Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.66

(a) Amend the second last paragraph of Section 5.10 as follows: Resolved
DMURS The Draft Greater Dublin Area Transport Strategy 2022-2042 outlines a user hierarchy to consider during On the proposal by Cllr. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.
the design of roads and streets which prioritises sustainable forms of transportation. The hierarchy considers Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s

pedestrians, cyclists, public transport, taxis & shared transport and private motor vehicles in this order. To recognise ~[fecommendation and agreed by the Members.
the importance of electric vehicles in reducing Greenhouse Gas emissions, Kildare County Council will add electric
vehicles to the hierarchy to be considered first as part of public transport, taxis & shared transport and befere private
motor vehicles.

(b) Amend Figure 5.8 (Hierarchy of Users) of the Draft Plan accordingly.
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Item No.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.67

Resolved

On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation
and agreed by the Members.

 Item No. | Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.68

Resolved

Add new obijective after TM 0120 as follows and renumber objectives accordingly:

Ensure that the design of external lighting schemes minimises the incidence of light spillage or pollution in the
immediate surrounding environment and has due regard to the residential amenity of surrounding areas and the need
to mitigate adverse impacts on sensitive fauna and protected species.

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation
and agreed by the Members.

 Item No. | Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.69

Resolved

Amend the title of Section 5.12 as follows:
5.12 Gar-Parking

On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation
and agreed by the Members.

 Item No. | Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.70

Resolved

Amend the third paragraph of Section 5.12:
ho m a A 1 010 H

road to 945,000 in Ireland by 2030. This fleet is stated to comprise of 845,000 electric passenger cars, 95,000
electric vans, 3,500 low emitting trucks and 1,500 electric buses. In order to encourage the uptake of electric vehicles
the installation of charging points across the county will be prioritised.

On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation
and agreed by the Members.

Item No. | Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.71

Resolved

Amend TM O103 as follows:

Design car parking layouts in accordance with the Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets (2019) and ensure
that car parking, including the provision of fully accessible EV charging facilities, do not detract from the comfort and
safety of pedestrians and cyclists or the attractiveness of the landscape.

On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation
and agreed by the Members.

| Item No. | Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.72

Resolved

Amend TM 0104 as follows:
All non-residential development proposals will be subject to maximum car parking standards (and minimum cycle
parking standards) and all residential development proposals in areas within walking distances of town centres (800

On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation
and agreed by the Members.
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metres i.e. a 10-minute walk) and high-capacity public transport services (including but not limited to Dart+ services,
Bus Connects routes and any designated bus only/ bus priority route) will be subject to maximum car parking
standards (and minimum cycle parking standards) as a limitation to restrict car parking provision and achieve modal
shifts to sustainable modes of transport.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.73

Amend TM O107 as follows:

Seek to reduce the level of on-street parking with a view to the reallocation of the roadspace to sustainable modes

and to investigate the feasibility of delivering parking on suitable backland sites that would not jeopardise the vitality
and vibrancy of the relevant town/village centre, while also ensuring the needs of persons with disabilities are met.

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation
and agreed by the Members.

 Item No. | Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.74

Add an additional bullet point to the end of TM 0109 as follows:
To facilitate, along with the NTA and TII, the conversion of the private car fleet to electric in the following ways:

* Ensuring EV charging points are accessible to all, where possible.

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation
and agreed by the Members.

 Item No. | Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.75

Amend the first bullet point of TM 0112 as follows:
e The landscape design to include planting of trees and pollinator species to be undertaken by an appropriately
qualified Landscape Architect and in collaboration with an appropriately qualified ecologist to ensure the

biodiversity in the general area will support European Sites;
[

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation
and agreed by the Members.

 Item No. | Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.76

Amend TM O113 as follows:

Promote appropriate parking arrangements for specific user requirements including age friendly parking, hidden
disabled, disabled parking, bicycle parking and motorcycle parking in towns, public transport nodes and other
destinations.

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation
and agreed by the Members.

 Item No. | Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.77

S PO S SimS gHd S -V g—Hed Athin --,-v~e. . gV etopHe ;< 3P ==- ,Where
appropriate, to require the provision of HGV parking facilities at motorway service areas, fuel filling stations, new
industrial developments and other appropriate locations within the County.

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation
and agreed by the Members.
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Item No.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.78

Resolved

Add new obijective after TM 0115 as follows and renumber objectives accordingly:
Facilitate the provision of appropriately sized bus parking facilities at appropriate locations in all towns (Key Towns,
Self-Sustaining Growth Towns and Self-Sustaining Towns).

On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation
and agreed by the Members.

 Item No. | Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.79

Resolved

Amend TM O116 as follows:

Expand the existing public lighting network and ensure that all new developments are provided with adequate public
lighting for the safety of all pedestrians, cyclists and minority groups. Such lighting networks shall have regard for
protected species such as bats which can potentially be affected by lighting systems. The Lux, wavelength and TTC8
(Total Transfer Capability) will be considered in the selection of appropriate lighting.

On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation
and agreed by the Members.

 Item No. | Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.80

Resolved

Add a new objective after TM 0119 as follows:
Explore the possibility of providing solar powered lighting for new street lighting schemes, where appropriate.

On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation
and agreed by the Members.

 Iltem No. | Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.81

Resolved

Amend TM A24 as follows:

In general lighting luminaires should be positioned to avoid up-lighting where possible. Consideration should be taken
regarding lux level, wavelength and (Total Transfer Capability (TTC) so as to avoid any potential harmful impacts on
protected species such as bats.

On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation
and agreed by the Members.

' Item No. | Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.82

Resolved

Update Map 5.2 ‘Areas of Aviation Significance & Aerodrome Context Map’ to show MOA 3, EIR 15 and EIR 16.
Please see updated Map 5.2 in the Appendix at the end of Chapter 5.

On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation
and agreed by the Members.

| Item No. | Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.83

Resolved

Add new obijective after TM 0123 as follows and renumber objectives accordingly:

Refer, where appropriate, proposed wind farm development applications located within MOA4 (as per Map 5.2) and
refer proposed solar farm development applications located within 3km of the Curragh Camp to the Department of
Defence.

On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation
and agreed by the Members.

8 Total Transfer Capability (TTC): The amount of electric power that can be transferred over the interconnected transmission network in a reliable manner while meeting all of a specific set of defined pre-- and post--contingency system conditions
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Item No. | Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.84

Amend TM O140 as follows:
Refer any significant proposed development (including wind and solar farms), where appropriate, within 6km of

Casement Aerodrome’s runways (i.e. within the plan area of its Inner Horizontal and Conical Surfaces) or under its
Approach Surfaces, to the Department of Defence, and to limit the heights of development under its ‘obstacle
limitation surfaces’ which extend into Kildare (as are indicated on Kildare CDP maps) in accordance with ICAO
‘obstacle limitation guidance.

Resolved

On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation
and agreed by the Members.

| Item No. | Proposed Material Alteration No. 5.85

Resolved

Amend TM 0145 as follows:
Refer to the IAA, the IAA-ANSP (Air Navigation Services Provider) and to Dublin Airport Authority any proposed

development of more than 90m above ground level which might lie under the small part of Dublin Airport’s Obstacle
Limitation Surface which lies above Kildare.

On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation
and agreed by the Members.
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Chapter 6: Infrastructure and Environmental Services
Gabriel Conlon read out all the green items; 6.1, 6.2, 6.3, 6.4, 6.5, 6.6, 6.7, 6.8, 6.9, 6.10, 6.11, 6.12, 6.13, 6.14.

Resolved On the proposal of Clir. Doyle and seconded by Clir.Sammon, it was agreed by all the Members to accept the Chief Executive Report on the green listed items
with the exception of any raised items by the members .

Item No.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 6.1

Resolved

Amend IN O6 as follows:

Require an undisturbed edge or buffer zone to be maintained, where appropriate, between new developments and
riparian zones of water bodies to maintain the natural function of existing ecosystems associated with water courses
and their riparian zones, and to enable sustainable public access. The width of the edge or buffer zone shall be
determined during the appropriate environmental assessment such as EclA or AA.

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by ClIlr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 6.2

Resolved

Add new objective to Section 6.6 as follows and renumber objectives accordingly:
Support the conservation, protection and enhancement of Natural Water Retention Measures (NWRM), as appropriate
to the individual catchment.

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 6.3

Resolved

Add new obijective to Section 6.6 as follows and renumber objectives accordingly:

Require all plans and projects to comply with the Best Practice Interim Guidance Document ‘Nature-based solutions to
the management of rainwater and surface water runoff in Urban Areas (2021)’ published by the Department of
Housing, Local Government and Heritage, or any subsequent updates to same.

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 6.4

Resolved

(a) Add new action to Section 6.6 as follows and renumber actions accordingly:
Develop a ‘Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems Guidance Document’ for County Kildare within one year of the
adoption of the Plan.

(b) Amend IN 026 (and repeated in Section 15.6.6) as follows:

Ensure as far as practical that the design of SuDS enhances the quality of open spaces. SuDS do not form part of the
public open space provision, except where it contributes in a significant and positive way to the design and quality of
open space. In instances where the Council determines that SuDS make a significant and positive contribution to
open space, a maximum 10% of the open space provision shall be taken up by SuDS. The Council will consider the
provision of SuDS on existing open space, where appropriate. The ‘Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems Guidance
Document’ prepared as an action of this plan shall supersede this standard.

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by ClIlr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.
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Item No.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 6.5

Resolved

Add new objective to Section 6.7 as follows and renumber objectives accordingly:

Support Inland Fisheries Irelands’ pilot projects to investigate the incorporation of habitat restoration measures into
flood management schemes on the upper Barrow and its tributaries for native species such as salmon and to address
invasive fish species, subject to all necessary planning and environmental assessments.

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’'s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 6.6

Resolved

Amend IN O32 as follows:
Recognise the important role of ratural boglands, rehabilitated peatlands and other wetland areas in filtering water and

contributing to sound ecological status in rivers as well as flooding patterns. Development in these areas shall
therefore be subject to a Flood Risk Assessment in accordance with the relevant guidelines.

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 6.7

Resolved

Amend IN A4 as follows:

Prepare and carry out any identified actions of a maintenance programme for river channels, including those identified
as historical drainage districts, the responsibility for which lies with Kildare County Council. Such actions must be
subject to Ecological Impact Assessment and Appropriate Assessment in accordance with the EU Habitats Directive.

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by ClIlr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 6.8

Resolved

Add new objective to Section 6.8.1 as follows and renumber objectives accordingly:
Support ‘repair cafes’ and upcycling facilities throughout the county at appropriate locations, in order to reduce the

quantum of waste going to landfill.

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’'s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 6.9

Resolved

Amend IN O36 as follows:
Encourage a just transition from a waste economy to a green circular economy in accordance with ‘A Waste Action

Plan for a Circular Economy 2020-2025’ and the Whole of Government Circular Economy Strategy 2022-2023 'Living
More, Using Less'.

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 6.10

Resolved

Amend IN O42 as follows:

Promote and facilitate communities to become involved in environmental awareness activities and community-based
waste recycling and reduction initiatives, which lead to a circular economy and local sustainable waste management
practices.

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’'s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.
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Item No. | Proposed Material Alteration No. 6.11 Resolved

"CHB6.11" Amend IN A5 as follows: On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Clir.

Achieve the vision of the Waste Action Plan for a Circular Economy 2020-2025 and the Eastern-Midlands Regional ii’g::;’;;%:ﬁgﬁ‘:;gzgggg E);(atﬁitIR/Airsnbers

Waste Management Plan 2015-2021 (and future revisions) by meeting the following targets: '

* Ensure a 4% 5% reduction per annum in the quantity of household waste generated per capita over the period of
the Plan.

* Support the target to achieve a recycling rate of 88% 55% of Managed Municipal Waste (household and
commercial) by 2025 leading to 60% by 2030.

* Reduce to 0% the direct disposal of unprocessed residual municipal waste to landfill over the lifetime of this plan.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 6.12 Resolved

Amend IN P7 as follows: On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by Clir.
Support the implementation of the Water Framework Directive, the River Basin Management Plan, and the Local Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s

Authority Waters Programme in achieving and maintaining at least good environmental ecological status for all water recommendation and agreed by the Members.
bodies in the county.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 6.13 Resolved

Amend IN 053 as follows: On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.
Assess applications for developments, having regard to the impact on the quality of surface waters and any targets and [2@mmon to accept the Chief Executive’s

measures set out in the River Basin Management Plan and any subsequent local or regional plans. Where recommendation and agreed by the Members.
developments have the potential to impact the water qualify of surface waters and/or any of the targets and measures
set out in the RBMP, such a project should be subject to AA screening and where applicable, Stage 2 AA.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 6.14 Resolved
Amend IN 064 as follows: On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Clir.

Require the design of external lighting schemes to minimise the incidence of light spillage or pollution into the Sammon tc(;j atc_:cept tge Chie:; Exiﬁmi&//le,s o
surrounding environment having regard to the residential amenity of surrounding areas and the need to mitigate recommendation and agreed by the Viembers.

adverse impacts on biodiversity—particularly-onrivercorridors sensitive fauna and protected species.
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Gabriel Conlon read out all the green items listed; 7.1,7.2,7.3,7.4,75,7.6,7.7,7.8,7.9,7.10,7.11,7.12,7.13,7.14,7.15,7.16, 7.17,7.18, 7.19, 7.20,
7.21,7.22,7.23,7.24,7.25,7.26,7.27,7.28,7.29, 7.30, 7.31, 7.32, 7.33, 7.34, 7.35, 7.36, 7.37, 7.38, 7.39, 7.40, 7.41, 7.42,7.43, 7.44, 7.45, 7 .46, 7.47, 7 .48,
7.49,7.50,7.51,7.52,7.53, 7.54, 7.55, 7.56, 7.57, 7.58.

On the proposal of Clir. Doyle and seconded by Clir.Sammon, it was agreed by all the Members to accept the Chief Executive Report on the green listed items with the exception
of the raised items by the members which will be dealt with together with the red items

Item Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.1 Resolved

No.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Amend paragraph two of Section 7.1 as follows:

Our Future’ sets out the Government s roadmap for taking actlons that aim to halve emissions by 2030 and reach net
zero no later than 2050.

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.2

Amend Section 7.2 as follows: Chief Executives Response Resolved

In the preparation of this chapter of the Plan, regard has

been had to the following;

e The Climate Action and Low Carbon Development

Acts 2015 to 2021

Climate Action Plan 2021

National Peatlands Strategy 2015

Kildare Climate Change Adaptation Strategy

Interim Guidelines for Planning Authorities on

Statutory Plans, Renewable Energy and Climate

Change 2017

e The National Renewable Energy Action Plan 2010
(Irish Government submission to the European
Commission)

e The Government’s Strategy for Renewable Energy
2012 - 2020 (DCENR)

The content of Submission No. 228 and 215 are noted.
In the interest of clarity, it is considered appropriate to
amend the refences to the Climate Action and Low
Carbon Development (Amendment) Act, 2021 and the
Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Act, 2015.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Chief Executives Recommendation
Accept Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.2 with the
following minor amendment, as shown in green text:
Amend Section 7.2 as follows:
In the preparation of this chapter of the Plan, regard has
been had to the following;
e The Climate Action and Low Carbon Development
Act,s 2015 to-2024
e The Climate Action and Low Carbon Development
(Amendment) Act, 2021
Climate Action Plan 2021
National Peatlands Strategy 2015

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.
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e The Government’'s White Paper on Energy Policy - ¢ Kildare Climate Change Adaptation Strategy
Ireland’s Transition to a Low Carbon Energy Future e Interim Guidelines for Planning Authorities on
2015-2030 (DCENR) Statutory Plans, Renewable Energy and Climate

o ) Change 2017
Submissions/Observations e The National Renewable Energy Action Plan 2010

Submission No. 228 welcomes the proposed
amendments that recognise the impacts of the updated
Climate Action Plan 2021.

(Irish Government submission to the European
Commission)
e The Government’s Strategy for Renewable Energy

The following relates to Submission No. 215. 2012 - 2020 (DCENR)

The Council is commended for seeking to supplement e The Government’s White Paper on Energy Policy -
the Draft Plan with a range of Ireland’s Transition to a Low Carbon Energy Future
proposed material alterations that bolster its climate 2015-2030 (DCENR)

action ambitions. The Department of the Environment,
Climate and Communications notes the proposed
alterations to update the references to the National
Climate Action Plan, 2021 and passing of the Climate
Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Act,
2021.

It is requested that the Council note the additional text in
the Plan in respect of the Climate Action and Low Carbon
Development Acts 2015-2021 at Proposed Material
Alteration no. 7.2 and consider if the language is
consistent with Section 15(1) of that Act.

. . Resolved

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.3 On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Amend Action EC A1 as follows:
Prepare, within 1 year of the adoptlon of the County Development Plan a Sustalnable Energy Climate Action Plan
(SECAP) for County Klldare to 0 , ;
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contribute in delivering its share of overall Government targets on renewable energy and climate change mitigation
over the plan period, and in particular wind energy production and the potential wind energy resource (in
megawatts), and commence a variation to the County Development Plan, as appropriate.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.4

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by
Cllr. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Amend paragraph two of Section 7.4 as follows:

Due to increased energy requirements and Governments’ target of 80% share of electricity from renewable sources

by 2030 national-and-EU-ta

om-renewable-sedrees, our electricity supply must move

away from fossil fuel sources to renewable and sustainable forms of generation.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.5

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by
Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Amend EC P2 as follows:

Promote renewable energy use, and generation and associated electricity grid infrastructure at appropriate locations
within the built environment and open countryside to meet national objectives towards achieving a net zero carbon

economy by 2050.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.6

Amend EC O4 as follows:

Support infrastructural renewal and development of
electricity and gas networks in the county, subject to
safety and amenity requirements. Subject to AA
screening and where applicable, Stage 2 AA so as to
ensure and protect the favourable status of European
sites and their hydrological connections. Such
developments will have regard for protected species and
provide mitigation where applicable.

Submissions/Observations
The following relates to Submission No. 217.

Chief Executives Response

It is considered that the series out policies, objectives
and actions including Bl P3, Bl O8, Bl 010, Bl O11, Bl
012, Bl 013, Bl O14 and Bl O31 adequately address the
issues raised in relation to protection for species and
habitats outside European designated sites.

It is however considered appropriate to include a minor
amendment to Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.6 to
also state that such developments will have regard for
protected species and shall provide monitoring where
applicable.

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by
Cllr. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.
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The submission highlights Proposed Material Alteration
No. 12.1 to amend the “Aim” of Chapter 12 (Biodiversity
and Green Infrastructure) and states that it does not
appear to carry through to other chapters e.g. Chapter 7.

The submission further contends that there is no mention
of protection for species and habitats outside European
designated sites. It is understood that AA relates only to
European designated Sites. The submission requests the
inclusion of a statement to the effect that the impact of
the development on the ecological integrity of NHAs,
pNHAs, cNHAs, Nature Reserves, RAMSAR sites, etc.
and local biodiversity must be duly considered. It is
proposed to include ‘monitoring’ in addition to ‘mitigation’.

Chief Executives Recommendation

Accept Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.6, with the
following minor amendment, shown in green text:
Amend EC O4 as follows:

Support infrastructural renewal and development of
electricity and gas networks in the county, subject to
safety and amenity requirements. Subject to AA
screening and where applicable, Stage 2 AA so as to
ensure and protect the favourable status of European
sites and their hydrological connections. Such
developments will have regard for protected species and
provide mitigation and monitoring where applicable.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.7

Amend EC O5 as follows:

Support and encourage the sustainable development of
renewable energy auto production units (the production
of energy primarily for on-site usage) for existing and
proposed developments in line with relevant design
criteria, amenity and heritage considerations and the
proper planning and sustainable development of the
area. Subject to AA screening and where applicable,
Stage 2 AA so as to ensure and protect the favourable
status of European sites and their hydrological
connections. Such developments will have regard for
protected species and provide mitigation where
applicable.

Chief Executives Response

The following relates to Submission No. 217

It is considered that Bl P3, Bl O8, Bl 010, BI O11, Bl
012, Bl 013, Bl O14 and Bl O31 adequately address the
issues raised in relation to protection for species and
habitats outside European designated sites.

It is however considered appropriate to amend EC O5 to
also state that such developments shall provide
monitoring where applicable.

The following relates to Submission No. 213.
Renewable energy is energy produced from sources like
the sun and wind that are naturally replenished and do
not run out. A conventional gas-fired ancillary energy

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.
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Submissions/Observations

The following relates to Submission No. 217.

The submission highlights Proposed Material Alteration
No. 12.1 to amend the “Aim” of Chapter 12 (Biodiversity
and Green Infrastructure) and states that it does not
appear to carry through to other chapters e.g. Chapter 7.

It is stated that there is no mention of protection for
species and habitats outside European designated sites.
It is understood that AA relates only to European
designated Sites. The submission requests the inclusion
of a statement to the effect that the impact of the
development on the ecological integrity of NHAs, pNHAs,
cNHAs, Nature Reserves, RAMSAR sites, etc. and local
biodiversity must be duly considered. It is proposed to
include ‘monitoring’ in addition to ‘mitigation’.

The following relates to Submission No. 213.

The National Competitiveness & Productivity Council’s
Bulletin 22-1 Energy Security outlines the challenges
faced to meet growing demand during the transition to a
low-carbon economy, stating that EirGrid forecast a
growth in electricity demand of between 28% and 43%
over the coming decade.

It is submitted that EC O5 support the auto-generation of
energy for on-site use in the continued development of
industry. However, the definition of ‘renewable’ in this
context leaves ambiguity as to whether a conventional
gas fired ancillary energy generation facility would be
supported by this policy if offset by carbon credits.

generation facility would not come under the above
definition of renewable energy and therefore would not
be supported by objective EC O5, even if 100% offset by
carbon credits.

Chief Executives Recommendation

Accept Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.7, with the
following minor amendment, shown in green text:
Amend EC O5 as follows:

Support and encourage the sustainable development of
renewable energy auto production units (the production
of energy primarily for on-site usage) for existing and
proposed developments in line with relevant design
criteria, amenity and heritage considerations and the
proper planning and sustainable development of the
area. Subject to AA screening and where applicable,
Stage 2 AA so as to ensure and protect the favourable
status of European sites and their hydrological
connections. Such developments will have regard for
protected species and provide mitigation and monitoring
where applicable.
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Item

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.8

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.

Amend EC O6 as follows:

Require Encourage developers of proposed large scale renewable energy projects to carry out community
consultation (including, but not limited to Sustainable Energy Communities, where established) in accordance with
best practice and to commence the consultation at the commencement of project planning. Details of all such
consultation shall accompany planning applications for proposed renewable energy developments.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.9

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.

Amend EC O7 as follows:

Support, encourage and co-operate with Sustainable Energy Communities (SECs) in the preparation of energy
masterplans for their communities and in the delivery of infrastructure and services and to assist in the development
of SECs in tewns communities (both urban and rural) throughout the County.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.10

Resolved

On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Chief Executives Response

The comments made in Submission No. 228 and 215 are
noted. It is considered appropriate to include a minor
amendment to Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.10 for
clarification.

Amend paragraph two of Section 7.5 as follows:

A Wind Energy Strategy forms part of this Development
Plan and is presented in Appendix 2. The Strategy has
been prepared in accordance with the provisions of the
Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government’s Draft Guidelines for Planning Authorities

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Chief Executives Recommendation

Accept Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.10, with the
following minor amendment, as shown in green text:
Amend paragraph two of Section 7.5 as follows:

A Wind Energy Strategy forms part of this Development
Plan and is presented in Appendix 2. The Strategy has
been prepared in accordance with the provisions of the
Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government’s Draft Guidelines for Planning Authorities
on Wind Energy Development 2006, and subsequent

on Wind Energy Development 2006 and subsequent
Draft Guidelines {2019) and constitutes a plan led
approach to wind energy development in County Kildare.

Submissions/Observations

The following relates to Submission No. 228.

This Proposed Material Alteration is welcomed, and the
submission acknowledges that the Draft Revised Wind
Energy Development Guidelines 2019 (DHPLG) and the
SEAI Methodology for Local Authority Renewable Energy
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Strategies (LARES) have been used to inform wind
energy policy and supports a Plan led approach for the
identification of areas for wind energy development.

The following relates to Submission No. 215.

The submission proposes the following changes to this
Proposed Material Alteration:

e and subsequentDraft- Guidelines{2019)
subsequent updated guidelines and constitutes a plan
led approach....”

Draft updated Guidelines {2049), and constitutes a plan
led approach to wind energy development in County
Kildare.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.11

Amend EC O11 as follows:

Encourage wind energy developments in suitable
locations in an environmentally sustainable manner
whilst having regard to Government policy and the
County Wind Energy Strategy- while being sensitive to
the EU and national target of 30% of land for biodiversity.
Subject to AA screening and where applicable, Stage 2
AA so as to ensure and protect the favourable status of
European sites and their hydrological connections. Such
developments will have regard for protected species and
provide mitigation where applicable.

Submissions/Observations

The following relates to Submission No. 228 and 138.
This Proposed Material Alteration is welcomed, and the
submission recognises that applications for windfarms will
be assessed on a case-by-case basis, subject to viable
wind speeds, environmental resources and constraints

Chief Executives Response
The comments set out in Submissions No. 228 and 138
are noted.

The following relates to Submission No. 217

It is considered that BI P3, Bl O8, Bl O10, BI O11, Bl
012, Bl 013, Bl O14 and Bl O31 adequately address the
issues raised in relation to protection for species and
habitats outside European designated sites.

It is however considered appropriate to amend EC O11
to also state that such developments shall provide
monitoring where applicable.

Chief Executives Recommendation

Accept Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.11, with the
following minor amendment, shown in green text:
Amend EC O11 as follows:

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.
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and cumulative impacts in compliance with Article 6 of the
Habitats and EIA Directives.

The submission from the County Kildare Chamber
welcomes the inclusion and recognition of wind farm
initiatives within the county and highlights that renewable
energy sources are critical to answering business
concerns with respect to supply issues.

The following relates to Submission No. 217.

The submission highlights Proposed Material Alteration
No. 12.1 to amend the “Aim” of Chapter 12 (Biodiversity
and Green Infrastructure) and states that it does not
appear to carry through to other chapters e.g. Chapter 7.

The submission suggests that there is no mention of
protection for species and habitats outside European
designated sites. It is understood that AA relates only to
European designated Sites. The submission requests the
inclusion of a statement to the effect that the impact of
the development on the ecological integrity of NHAs,
pNHAs, Nature Reserves, RAMSAR sites, etc. and local
biodiversity must be duly considered. It is proposed to
include ‘monitoring’ in addition to ‘mitigation’.

Encourage wind energy developments in suitable
locations in an environmentally sustainable manner
whilst having regard to Government policy and the
County Wind Energy Strategy- while being sensitive to
the EU and national target of 30% of land for biodiversity.
Subject to AA screening and where applicable, Stage 2
AA so as to ensure and protect the favourable status of
European sites and their hydrological connections. Such
developments will have regard for protected species and
provide mitigation and monitoring where applicable.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.12

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Amend EC O12 as follows:

Support small to medium scale wind energy developments within agricultural, industrial or business areas and

support small community-based proposals in urban and rural areas where they do not negatively impact upon the
environmental quality (i.e. the habitats, species, hydrological connections and air quality of the area) and visual or
residential amenities of the area. Subject to AA screening and where applicable, Stage 2 AA so as to ensure and
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protect the favourable status of European sites and their hydrological connections. Such developments will have
regard for protected species and provide mitigation where applicable.

Resolved

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.13 On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by Cllr. Sammon to
accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation and agreed by the
Members.

Amend EC O13 as follows:

Support the repowering (by replacing existing wind turbines) of existing windfarm development and the extension of

existing and permitted wind farms on a case-by-case basis subject to further appropriate public consultation and

proper planning considerations and environmental considerations such as the movement of qualifying interest

species of European Sites. Projects shall provide mitigation and monitoring where applicable.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.14

Amend EC O15 as follows: Resolved

Require applicants to submit a report addressing the issues contained in Section 6 of the County Wind Energy On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Clir. Sammon to

accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation and agreed by the
Members.

Strategy Cons:deratlons for Wind Farm Development Planning App/lcat/ons at application stage. dDecomm|SS|on|ng

with the waste management hierarchy. The disposal of blades to landfill will not generally be permitted.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.15

Amend EC O16 as follows: Resolved
Require comprehensive winter and summer bird and wildlife surveys for all proposed wind farms sites in accordance |On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Clir. Sammon to
with EIA, EU Habitats and Species Directives and all other relevant environmental legislation, so that impacts on accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation and agreed by the
W|IdI|fe can be fuIIy assessed and evaluated and so that appropnate mltlgatlon and adaptation measures can be Members.

b#ele—and—etheewtelme Turblne deS|gn and adaptatlon should use the best available technology to minimise harm to
birds and other wildlife.
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' Item

No.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.16

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Clir. Sammon

Amend EC T1 as follows:

Support the target in the Climate Action Plan 2849 2021 for a doubling of existing on-shore wind energy from circa

4GW (today) to approximately 8GW 826W by 2030.

to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation and agreed
by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.17

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Clir. Sammon

Amend Section 7.6 as follows:

There are three basic approaches used today to harness
and gain maximum benefit of solar energy in buildings.
These are Passive Solar; Active Solar Heating; and Solar
Photovoltaic (PV) Systems. There are a range of
technologies available to exploit the benefits of the sun,
including solar panels, solar farms, and solar energy
storage facilities, all of which contribute to a reduction in
energy demand.

As solar energy technologies have become more effective,
areas in Northern Europe like Ireland have become viable
fortechnologies including solar panels/ tubes on roof
spaces and the commercial development of solar farms
together with storage facilities. As a result, solar
generated energy is increasingly contributing to a
reduction in energy demand and energy costs for a
range of commercial, industrial and residential
properties. The Climate Action Plan 2021 targets a
delivery of between 1.5 and 2.5 GW of Solar PV
Capacity by 2030 as part of its effort to produce 80% of
Irelands electricity from renewable sources by 2030.

Chief Executives Response
The comments related to Submission No. 228 are noted.

The following relates to Submission No. 215 and 247.

At present, there are no national planning guidelines to
guide the future development of solar farm proposals. In
their absence, the Council needs to provide guidance for
both developers and those assessing such applications,
in order to assess the appropriateness of individual
proposals. The Council is required to achieve a
reasonable balance between responding to the Climate
Emergency and adhering to overall positive Government
policy on renewable energy, while also enabling the solar
energy resources of the Planning Authority’s area to be
harnessed in a manner that is consistent with proper
planning and sustainable development.

Regarding the concern raised with regards to the
reference to EIAR requirements,
Circular EUIPR 03/2020 states the following:

“Circumstances may arise in which a solar farm project
may be subject to a requirement for EIA if, for example,
one or more aspects of the project potentially comes
within the scope of any of the project classes listed in

to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation and agreed
by the Members.
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On-site aute-consumption microgeneration technologies
can make a significant contribution towards a reduction

in energy costs, and this will continue as technologies

develop further. This type of generation is supported in
the Climate Action Plan 2021, by Actions 105,107,108
and 138.

Annex | or Annex Il of the Directive and consequently,
Part 1 and Part 2 of Schedule 5 to the 2001
Regulations.”

Schedule 7 of the Planning and Development
Regulations 2001 (as amended), referenced in this PMA,
sets out the criteria for determining whether development
listed in Part 2 of Schedule 5 should be subject to an
Environmental Impact Assessment, it is therefore
considered that this PMA is consistent with Circular
EUIPR 03/2020.

The following relates to Submission No. 193.
Biodiversity

Mature trees and established hedgerows are pillars of
biodiversity and need to be protected to prevent habitat
loss, it is therefore considered necessary to strengthen
the Draft Plan with respect to hedgerow removal as
proposed by Material Alteration No. 7.17.

However, the council acknowledges the increased solar
target of 5.5GW, which was announced by the
Government as part of the agreement on the Sectoral
Emissions Ceilings and highlights that Section 7.6 of the
Plan (as per Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.17)
states that the removal of minor sections of hedgerows
or trees will be considered, where the applicant can
demonstrate, to the satisfaction of the Planning Authority,
that such removal is necessary for the development of
the particular solar farm(s).
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Larger commercial solar farms have scope for
harnessing a sizable amount of solar energy while also
having the greater potential for energy storage and this
type of generation is supported in the Climate Action
Plan 2021, Actions 102 and 104. However, the scale of
these farms has the potential to affect surrounding
landscapes. Cumulative impacts may also arise with
farms located close to each other. Site selection is vital
for potential solar farms as solar resource, topography and
proximity to the grid must be considered.

The Council is required to achieve a reasonable balance
between responding to the Climate Emergency and
adhering to overall positive Government policy on
renewable energy, while also enabling the solar energy
resources of the Planning Authority’s area to be

Based on the above it is not considered appropriate to
amend the text in relation to the removal of extensive
stretches of hedgerow from ‘will not be permitted’ (as per
Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.17) to ‘will be strongly
discouraged’. It is considered that where extensive
hedgerows exist on a site, it could be successfully
incorporated into the design of project.

Access to the Grid and Megawatt Output

The issues raised by the submission in relation to the
text under the ‘Access to the Grid’ and ‘Megawatt Output’
headings (as per Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.17)
are noted and accepted. In the interest of accuracy and
consistency with the policy directions set out by the CRU
with regards to the terms and conditions of access to the
transmission and distribution systems it is considered
appropriate to amend the text as proposed in the
submission.

Chief Executives Recommendation
Accept Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.17, with the
following minor amendment, shown in green text:

Include a minor amendment to paragraph two of Section
7.6 (as per Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.17) as
follows:

As solar energy technologies have become more effective,
areas in Northern Europe like Ireland have become viable
fortechnologies including solar panels/ tubes on roof
spaces and the commercial development of solar farms
together with storage facilities. As a result, solar
generated energy is increasingly contributing to a
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harnessed in a manner that is consistent with proper
planning and sustainable development. At present, there
are no national planning guidelines to guide the future
development of solar farm proposals. In their absence,
the Council will assess the appropriateness of individual
applications received considering the following:

Site aspect, suitability, and topography

The Council will favour the reuse of previously developed
land such as brownfield land, contaminated land or
industrial land and non-productive agricultural land in
preference to productive land.

Biodiversity
While it is not compulsory for solar farms to require an

Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR), an
EIAR may be required for projects where the proposed
development would be likely to have significant effects
on the environment. Schedule 7 of the Planning and
Development Regulations 2001 (as amended) sets out
the criteria for determining whether a development would
or would not be likely to have significant effects on the
environment. Furthermore, all development proposals
must be screened for Appropriate Assessment and shall
be subject to full Appropriate Assessment where they
have the potential to have significant adverse impacts on
the integrity of a Natura 2000 site, either individually or in
combination with other plans or projects, in accordance
with Article 6 of the Habitats Directive 92/42/EEC. In any
event, impacts to flora and fauna will be a consideration
of any application.

reduction in energy demand and energy costs for a
range of commercial, industrial and residential
properties. FThe-Climate-Action-Plan-2021-targetsa
GCapaeity-by-2030 The government agreement on the
Sectoral Emissions Ceilings, announced on 28 July
2022, increased the target for solar PV under the Climate
Action Plan from the initial target of up to 2.5GW to a
revised target of up to 5.5GW as part of its effort to
produce 80% of Irelands electricity from renewable
sources by 2030.

Include a minor amendment to Section 7.6 ‘Access to the
grid’ (as per Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.17) as
follows:

Access to the grid

Indicative details of the potential connection to the grid
shall be provided with all planning applications. Fhe

s e =
s
. | it bl SI
solarfarms-over1-km-from-network-infrastructure-

Amend the ‘Megawatt output’ heading under Section 7.6
(as per Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.17) as follows:
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The removal of extensive stretches of hedgerow and
mature trees, wetland areas and areas of biodiversity
interest (including within the development site) will not be
permitted. Retention and appropriate management of
existing habitats will be favoured over the planting of
introduced pollinator friendly species in order to maintain
and restore the existing seedbank and local biodiversity.
Where the removal of minor sections of hedgerows or
tree are proposed, the applicant shall demonstrate, to the
satisfaction of the Planning Authority, that such removal
is necessary for the development of the particular solar
farm(s). Where the removal of minor sections of
hedgerow is proposed, compensatory planting will be
required elsewhere within the development.

Measures to treat invasive species and/or avoid their
translocation must also be provided. Where it is not
possible to retain the area beneath the solar panels for
biodiversity purposes, a minimum of 10% of each overall
solar farm site shall be reserved for biodiversity
purposes, including planting of native and pollinator-
friendly species or the construction of new wetland
habitat.

All existing habitats on solar farm sites should be
retained and appropriately managed. The planting of
‘pollinator friendly’ seed mixes should be avoided.

Appropriately detailed habitat management and
restoration plans (including cutover bog restoration,
where appropriate) for all solar farm applications must be
submitted.
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Landscape character

Where appropriate all applications should be
accompanied by a Landscape Impact Assessment (LIA)
that considers the subject site in its wider context, to
include the subject site, other permitted/in the pipeline
renewable energy proposals, and the impact of same on
the landscape sensitivity classification, scenic routes and
protected views.

Residential amenity

Noise and traffic impacts during the construction,
operational and decommissioning phases will be
examined to determine whether residential amenity of
adjoining/nearby properties would be adversely
impacted.

Flooding
Solar farms located within areas identified as being

within Flood zones A or B will be subject to a Site-
Specific Flood Risk Assessment, as per the Planning
System and Flood Risk Management Guidelines 2009 for
Planning Authorities (or any updated guidelines). An
assessment of stormwater run-off rates must be
completed for each development, and attenuation
measures proposed as appropriate.

Architectural/Archaeological Heritage

Potential impacts to Protected Structures and their
settings as identified in Appendix 6 and Monuments and
Places as identified in Appendix 5 of the Development
Plan shall also be considered.
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Impact on Traffic

A Glint and Glare assessment will accompany any
application to consider any impacts to low flying aircraft
or passing vehicles.

Road

Access to the site during operational and
decommissioning phases will be examined to determine
if the access and corresponding road network is
adequate.

Access to the grid

Details of the connection to the grid shall be provided
with all planning applications. The ability to achieve a
network connection is typically via a 10kV or 20kV
overhead cable on the electricity transmission grid. In
general, it is not viable to locate solar farms over 1 km
from network infrastructure.

Megawatt output
An estimated maximum and average megawatt output of
the proposed scheme should be provided.

Operations
Details of management, fencing, lighting and upkeep of
the site should be submitted.

Lifespan
Details with respect to the estimated length of

construction phase activities, their impacts, the proposed
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lifespan of the development and decommissioning and
reinstatement of the subject site should all be submitted.

Submissions/Observations

The following relates to Submission No. 228.

This submission contends that at present there are no
national planning guidelines to steer the development of
solar farm proposals. The submission recognises the
challenge for the Council to achieve a reasonable
balance between responding to the Climate Emergency
and adhering to Government policy on renewable
energy, while also enabling the sustainable development
of solar projects. In this context the submission notes the
requirements set out under material alteration No. 7.17.

The following relates to Submission No. 215.

The submission states that the comments relate to
Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.16, it is however
considered that the comments made also relate to this
Proposed Material Alteration.

The additional requirements in respect of solar energy
installations would appear to be premature and more
onerous than the provisions of the Draft Plan. The
amendment itself acknowledges that there is no national
development guidance in place yet and it would be,
therefore, inappropriate to pre-determine the policy
position on matters such as land use and assessment
requirements. The Council is also requested to consider
if the reference to EIAR requirements is consistent with
Circular EUIPR 03/2020. Given that the Council will be
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preparing a Sustainable Energy Climate Action Plan
within one year, it would be preferable if this amendment
was not made at this time.

In addition to the above, the submission states that the
Department supports the inclusion of microgeneration in
all residential, commercial, agriculture and community
development planning.

PMA 7.17 should be updated in line with the increased
solar targets of 5.5GW, which was announced by the
Government as part of the agreement on the Sectoral
Emissions Ceilings.

The following relates to Submission No. 247.

The submission contends that Proposed Material
Alteration No. 7.17 (2 pages — 60-61) on solar farms is
very prescriptive. No other type of development has such
detailed and specific restrictions identified in the dDP.
The content is restricting what is, in essence, a proper
planning and sustainable development decision for a
project by providing general predevelopment criteria for a
specific project. It is submitted that the content of
Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.17 should not be in a
strategic document such as a dDP but will be considered
under a project specific application.

The following relates to Submission No. 193.
Biodiversity

The tenor of the proposed amendment to the text as
outlined is welcomed. The submission fully supports the
policy to provide for compensatory planting where any
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removal of minor sections of hedgerow is proposed and
recognises that this is in line with current best practice
guidance. However, it is considered that a minor
modification to the text relating to extensive hedgerow
removal is required to ensure a consistent approach can
be taken between planning policy and the capacity to
deliver the project on the ground. The submission states
that from Amarenco Solar Ltd. experience the request for
the removal of hedgerow to facilitate safe access has
often been at the behest of the Local Authorities and that
the wording of this proposed material alteration is overly
restrictive and could potentially conflict with the advice of
other departments, such as Roads and Engineering, at
the planning application stage. The submission requests
that the text revert to the original wording in the draft
Kildare County Development Plan 2023-2029 as shown
below.

...The removal of extensive stretches of hedgerow and
mature trees, wetland areas and areas of biodiversity
interest (including within the development site) will be

strongly discouraged will-not-be-permitted. ..

Access to the Grid

The Commission for the Regulations of Utilities (CRU)
sets out the policy directions to EirGrid and ESB
Networks on the terms and conditions of access to the
transmission and distribution systems. In 2018 the CRU
published a ruleset alongside its decision on the
Enduring Connection Policy (ECP). The ruleset
determined that applicants to the ECP are required to
provide evidence of a valid planning permission for the
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respective projects, i.e. final grant of planning permission
issued to the applicant by the relevant planning authority,
to be considered for a grid connection offer. Therefore, it
is not possible to provide details of the connection to the
grid at the planning application stage of the process.

Furthermore, the submission notes “the ability to achieve
a network connection is typically via a 10kV or 20kV
overhead cable on the electricity transmission grid”. It is
submitted that this statement contains inaccuracies as
10kV and 20kV networks are part of the electricity
distribution network, not part of the electricity
transmission grid. The distribution network operates at a
number of voltage levels including, but not limited to,
110kV, 38kV, 10kV and 20kV networks.

The submission also notes “In general, it is not viable to

locate solar farms over 1 km from network infrastructure”.

Is it contended that it is viable to provide a connection to
the grid over 1km, incorporating both underground and
overground cabling in some cases. The connection
location is determined by ESBN/EirGrid following receipt
of planning and is dependent on a range of factors, not
solely proximity.

Resources and guidance on the viability and cost of
network connections to Solar PV developments are
available on the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland,
the Irish Solar Energy Authority, EirGrid and ESB
networks websites and none of these guidance
documents note that it is unviable to locate solar farms
over 1km from network infrastructure. In addition, the

130|Page



Chapter 7: Energy & Communications

submission states that the text could result in less
suitable land being brought forward for the development
of Solar PV farms if such a restrictive criterion was
applied.

The submission requests the omission of the proposed
text under the section “Access to the Grid” in Proposed
Material Alteration No. 7.17 in its entirety or to amend the
proposed text under the section “Access to the grid” in
Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.17 as follows:
Indicative details of the potential connection to the grid
shall be provided with all planning applications. Fhe
ability to-achiove a-notwork connection s ty.plleally “aa
Hk of Z.Q““ e..lelllllead salall’e.e_n the ellesl tl”s't5|
solar-farms-overt-km-from-network-infrastructure:

Megawatt Output

As noted above, the submission states that the CRU
require new applicants to provide evidence of full
planning permission in advance of considering their
application for a connection to the grid. The grid
connection offer determines the output of the proposed
development. It is not possible, therefore, to accurately
estimate the maximum output of the site until a network
agreement has been obtained. It is requested that the
text relating to Megawatt Output be omitted.
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Item

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.18

Amend objective EC 021 as follows:
Support the provision of solar farms in appropriate locations and-to-consider-in-thefirstinstance-developing-solar
farms-on-previously-developedand- in accordance with the criteria as set out in Section 7.6 of this Plan and

environmental considerations such as the movement of qualifying interest species of European Sites. Projects shall
provide mitigation and monitoring where applicable.

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by
Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.19

Amend objective EC 025 as follows:

Require decommissioning and site rehabilitation plans (including phasing where appropriate) as part of any solar
farm development application, including identification of sustainable waste management solutions for components
(PV solar arrays, steel support frames, battery storage, etc.) at end-of-life in accordance with the waste management
hierarchy. The disposal of same to landfill will not generally be permitted. Notwithstanding the provisions of Section
42 of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended), the Planning Authority may grant permission for more
than 5 years, in appropriate circumstances.

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by
Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.20

Amend EC P6 as follows:

Facilitate the development of new river-based hydro energy plants subject to all necessary environmental
considerations. River based hydro energy developments shall not be permitted within Natura 2000 sites or within
designated and proposed Natural Heritage Areas or, ex situ of these ecologically sensitive areas where proposals
will adversely affect the integrity of Natura 2000 sites; impact on the ecological integrity of NHA/pNHAs, or the
habitats of protected species (without appropriate licence) as designated under National and European legislation.

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by
Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.21

Amend objective EC O30 as follows:

Support the development of small-scale hydro-electricity projects in the county, in particular for on-site consumption
to meet the electricity requirements of proposed new buildings, or refurbishment of existing buildings appropriate to
their riverside location and setting. Such developments shall be subject to an AA Screening Report, and where

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by
Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.
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applicable, Stage 2 AA. They shall have a regard for any hydrological connection shared with a European Site and
shall account for any potential likely significant effects and provide mitigation and monitoring where appropriate.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.22

Amend EC P7 as follows:

Facilitate large and smaller scale geothermal energy generating developments both standalone and in conjunction
with other renewable energy projects, subject to the proper planning and sustainable development of the area and
consideration of environmental and ecological sensitivities in particular the sensitivities of protected surface water or
groundwater bodies and groundwater dependent terrestrial ecosystems and to have regard to the Draft Policy
Statement on Geothermal Energy for a Circular Economy (2021) published by the Department of the Environment,
Climate & Communications (or any subsequent updates).

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.23

Amend objective EC 032 as follows:

Promote the use of geothermal heat pumps for space heating and cooling as well as water heating in domestic,
commercial and recreational buildings subject to the protection of water quality and any other relevant considerations
such as the Geological Survey of Ireland’s (GSls) Geothermal Suitability maps.

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.24

Amend EC P8 as follows:
Facilitate and support the development of projects that convert biomass to gas or electricity subject to national and
regional policy. Such projects shall be subject to AA screening and where applicable, Stage 2 AA.

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’'s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.25

Amend objective EC O33 as follows:

Support the location of biomass installations, particularly where the operator can demonstrate that the wood
chip/wood pellets utilised are derived from environmentally sustainable sources, in areas that do not affect
residential or visual amenity which are subject to normal siting, design, environmental and planning considerations
and which are served by public roads with sufficient capacity to accommodate increased traffic flows.

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’'s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.
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Item

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.26

Amend objective EC O35 as follows:
Identify Strategic Energy Zones in conjunction with EMRA as areas suitable for larger energy generating projects,

community and micro energy production, whilst ensuring environmental eenstraints factors (including landscape,
biodiversity and archaeology) and a regional landscape strategy are considered.

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.27

Amend EC P10 as follows:

Facilitate micro-renewable energy installations and auto-generator installations where it is demonstrated to the
satisfaction of the Council that they will not result in a significant adverse impact on residential, visual or
environmental amenity. Such projects shall be subject to AA screening and where applicable, Stage 2 AA.

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’'s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.28

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Amend paragraph one of Section 7.12.1 as follows:

District heating is one of the most efficient and cost-effective ways to heat apartments, homes and mixed-use
developments. The concept of climate justice, which is a key aim of the Plan, entails the protection of populations
made vulnerable by climate change impacts. Low Carbon District Heating could reduce energy costs for low-income
families and in doing so promote Climate Justice. District heating networks can be based on a variety of technologies
and renewable energy sources, such as combined heat and power (CHP), bioenergy, geothermal or energy from
waste.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.29

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Amend the last line of Section 7.12.3 as follows:
Suitable areas for such development include those with intensive agricultural activities, such as sheep, dairying, pig
and poultry farming.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.
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Item

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.30

Amend Section 7.12.5 by inserting a new 15t para and 3 para as follows:

The Council will promote and support the development of the necessary infrastructure required by Government to
accommodate electric vehicles and as outlined in the “Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure Strategy 2022-2025"
published by the Department of Transport.

Electric Vehicles (EV) refer to both Battery Electric Vehicles (BEV) and Plug-in Hybrid Electric Vehicles (PHEV). All
new cars sold in Ireland will be zero carbon emission or zero carbon emission capable by 2030. The ultimate aim is
to decarbonise the national car fleet by 2050 so that it will be low or near zero emissions.

A Priority for EV charging is to facilitate the maximum use of night-time renewable electricity where possible. In this
regard, residential housing developments have a key role to play in the provision of overnight EV infrastructure and
to assist in the delivery of low carbon energy.

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by
Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.31

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by

Amend objective EC 045 as follows:
Promote the delivery of EV charging facilities across the County where demand is proven, both on sites owned and

occupied by Kildare County Council and private sites and ensure that EV charging points are installed in such a way
that they do not cause significant obstruction to footpaths, cycle lanes, access to Train stations, or bus lanes/stops.
The EV charger should be compatible with the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland’s Triple E Register.

Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.32

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by

Amend the first paragraph of Section 7.12.6 as follows:

A Decarbonising Zone (DZ) is an area identified by the local authority, in response to action 165 of the ‘All of
Government Climate Action Plan, 2019’. Target 10.2 of the subsequent Climate Action Plan 2021 is to implement
decarbonising zones in each local authority. The DZ is an area within a county which will see the implementation of
numerous mitigation measures in support of the national transition objective, 2030 emission reduction targets and
the requirements of the National Adaptation Framework.

Cllr. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.
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Item . . Resolved
Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.33 On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Add new action after action EC A6 as follows and renumber actions accordingly: Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s

Explore-the-possibility-of integrating-solarpower-with Require that the Council explore integrating solar PV for EV recommendation and agreed by the Members.

charging in Kildare County Council owned car parks throughout the County, potentially utilizing the space on the roof
tops of publicly owned buildings.

. . Resolved
Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.34 On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Add new paragraphs to the end of the existing preamble of Section 7.12.7 as follows: Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s

The ‘Local Just Transition Plan for West Kildare’, commissioned by Kildare County Council, was published in March ~[fécommendation and agreed by the Members.
2022. On a strategic level, the purpose of the plan is to identify bottom-up, smaller scale, localised measures to
complement larger regional and national development measures and investments. In doing so, the Plan identifies
projects to support and advance sustainable, social, economic and environmental development in the transition to a
low carbon future in the West Kildare region. Addressing the County’s turbary areas, the Plan provides a concise,
coherent, thematic, and action-focused plan with an emphasise on the effective and practical implementation of
projects to stimulate and enable a range of actions that can be owned and driven by the many diverse communities
of West Kildare. In doing so, it draws together opportunities associated with the Just Transition Framework for the
wider Midlands Region, the National Territorial Just Transition Plan, and the impetus for the Transition to a Low
Carbon Economy.

The guiding priorities for the Plan have been to stimulate skills development and employment, to build community
cohesion and to increase the resilience of the communities of West Kildare, across three key themes: Economy,
Society and Environment. The Plan identifies 15 no. thematic actions which focus on overcoming challenges and
capturing opportunities. The aforementioned themes of the Just Transition are at the heart of all 15 actions. Each
action is designed to deliver against all three of these themes in some way. Therefore, rather than group actions by
theme actions have been grouped into three areas of opportunity which have been identified as Tourism, Business
and Skills and Energy. Some of the key actions identified in the Plan include:

e Progressing the opportunity for a new National Peatlands Park for Ireland
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e Providing a stimulus for community owned marinas and facilities as key blueway infrastructure to support the
growing tourism sector

e Encouraging new community development groups to emerge

e Growing the capacity for communities to help themselves through ‘one-stop shops’ at community hubs which
will enhance the ability of communities to access funding opportunities and skills training, as well as
supporting remote working

e Supporting community retrofitting programmes

The Plan also identifies three priority enabling actions which have the capacity, if realised, to support all 15 proposed
thematic actions and include the following;

1. A coordinated programme of activity to bid for Just Transition Fund monies
2. Critical partnership building
3. Incorporation of the Just Transition Plan into the Local Economic Community Plan (LECP)

. . Resolved
Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.35 On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Amend Policy EC P17 as follows: Sammon to ac_:cept the Chief Executive’s
Support the preparation of a comprehensive “after use” framework plan for the industrial peatlands and associated ~ [€commendation and agreed by the Members.
workshops, office buildings, industrial sites and power stations in Kildare, acknowledging the significant contribution
that these expansive lands make towards the special landscape of the Bog of Allen and its potential to further the
growth of tourism to and within the County including the creation of a National Peatlands Park, being a focal point for
the environmental landscape, conservation and amenity.

. . Resolved
Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.36 On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.
Add new objective to Section 7.12.7 as follows and renumber objectives accordingly: Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s

Ensure that renewable energy projects located on or near peatlands do not negatively impact on any rehabilitation recommendation and agreed by the Members.

measures including enhanced rehabilitation measures (i.e. blocking and re-wetting).
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Item
No.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.37

Amend objective EC O53 as follows:
Support the implementation of the recommendations contained in the National Peatlands Strategy 2015 and any

subsequent revisions including the creation of a National Peatlands Park and Peatland Centre of Excellence.

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.38

Amend objective EC 054 as follows:
Require an Ecological Impact Assessment to be carried out and submitted with any planning application for energy

infrastructure projects (e.g., wind and solar developments) en-beg-tpeattands{includingformercut-away-bogs).

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.39

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by ClIlr.

Amend objective EC 055 as follows:

Estimate an overall carbon balance when evaluating renewable energy project applications on peatlands, especially
those proposed for wind or solar projects taking into account the lifetime of the project versus the potential carbon
sequestration over 1000s of years of a site once rehabilitated fully.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.40

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Amend objective EC 056 as follows:

Support the implementation of the ‘Local Just Transition Plan for West Kildare, 2022’ which identifies 15 no. thematic
actions and 3 no. priority enabling actions to support and advance sustainable, social, economic and environmental
development in the transition to a low carbon future in the West Kildare region.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.41

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Add new objective after EC 056 as follows and renumber objectives accordingly:
When developing project proposals for development on peatlands, undertake a peatland stability assessment,
carbon emissions balance assessment and hydrological and ecological impact assessments, as required.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.
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Item

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.42

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by

Amend EC P18 as follows:

Support the accommodation of Data Centres at
appropriate locations in line with the objectives of the
National Planning Framework and the principles for
Sustainable Data Centre Development of the
Government Statement on the Role of Data Centres in
Ireland’s Enterprise Strategy (July 2022) subject to
appropriate Transport, Energy and Environmental impaet
Assessments and all relevant planning conditions. The
location of data centres shall be situated where they will
not have a potential likely significant effect on a
European Site or on a site that shares a hydrological
connection to a European site.

Submissions/Observations

The following relates to Submission No. 187

The submission considers the insertion of text stating
that data centres will not be situated on a site “that
shares a hydrological connection to a European Site” to
be unduly onerous, and if adopted, the proposed
alteration will have the effect of completely prohibiting
data centre development on all lands which share a
hydrological connection to a European Site, without the
benefit of undertaking an AA Screening Report, and
where applicable, Stage 2 AA to ascertain the potential
impacts.

The following relates to Submission No. 213
The submission seeks the following amendment of EC
P18 “...The location of data centres shall be situated

Chief Executives Response

The following relates to Submission No. 187

It is considered appropriate to modify the text outlined in
Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.42 to ensure that sites
that share a hydrological connection to a European Site
can be brought forward for development subject to an AA
Screening Report, and where applicable, Stage 2 AA.

The following relates to Submission No. 213

The submission is noted however it is considered
appropriate to modify the text outlined in Proposed
Material Alteration No. 7.42 to ensure that sites that
share a hydrological connection to a European Site can
be brought forward for development subject to an AA
Screening Report, and where applicable, Stage 2 AA.

Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Chief Executives Recommendation
Accept Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.42, with the
following minor amendment, shown in green text:

Amend EC P18 as follows:

Support the accommodation of Data Centres at
appropriate locations in line with the objectives of the
National Planning Framework and the principles for
Sustainable Data Centre Development of the
Government Statement on the Role of Data Centres in
Ireland’s Enterprise Strategy (July 2022) subject to
appropriate Transport, Energy and Environmental impast
Assessments and all relevant planning conditions. The
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where they will not have a potential likely significant location of data centres shall be situated where they will
effect on a European Site or on a site that shares a not have a potential likely significant effect on a

direct hydrological connection to a European site.”. Itis | European Site-or-on-a-site-that shares-a-hydrological
contended that all developments share a hydrological connectionto-a-European-site. Such developments shall
connection to European Sites e.g. development surface | be subject to an AA Screening Report, and where

water drain to rivers, which flow into the Irish Sea, which | applicable, Stage 2 AA. They shall have a regard for any
is a European Site. The submission also questions why hydrological connection shared with a European Site and
data centres are singled out, as a data centre is no more | shall account for any potential likely significant effects
likely to have significant effects on European Sites than and provide mitigation and monitoring where appropriate.
any other form of industrial development.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.43

Resolved

On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation
and agreed by the Members.

Amend bullet point six and add a final paragraph to EC O57:
Consider applications for data centres having regard to the following criteria:
e Avoidance of designated sites including specifically avoidance of development of data centres where they
would adversely affect the integrity of a European Site
Such developments shall be subject to an AA Screening Report, and where applicable, Stage 2 AA. They shall have
a regard for any hydrological connection shared with a European Site and shall account for any potential likely
significant effects and provide mitigation and monitoring where appropriate.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.44

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by ClIr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation
and agreed by the Members.

Amend objective EC 059 as follows:
Require data centres to considerthe

to-be-pessible- include strong energy efficiency measures to reduce their carbon footprint in support of national
targets towards a net zero carbon economy, through the use of sustainable sources of energy generation in the first
instance and then the use of renewable sources of energy to power their operations, where on site demand cannot
be met in this way, to provide evidence of engagement with power purchase agreements (PPA) In Ireland. All data

centre developments shall provide evidence of sign up to the Climate Neutral Data Centre Pact.
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Item

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.45

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by

Amend paragraphs three, four and five of Section 7.14 as follows:

The electricity transmission grid infrastructure has a big role to play in meeting the challenges of climate change and
energy and in supporting our environment, society, and economy. A comprehensive development strategy for the
country’s electricity infrastructure is provided in EirGrid’s 2017 publication Grid Development Strategy - Your Grid,
Your Tomorrow, along with the associated Grid Implementation Plan for the initial period 2017-2022. lr-additien;

Transmission Development Plan (TDP) 2020-2029 lists the committed projects and projects under development for
the enhancement of the Irish transmission network over the coming years. The Shaping our Electricity Future - A
Roadmap to achieve our Renewable Ambition (2021) provides an outline of the key developments from a networks,
engagement, operations and market perspective needed to support a secure transition to at least 80% renewables
on the electricity grid by 2030. The Council supports the sustainable implementation of these plans and strategies
and any subsequent plans prepared during the lifetime of this Plan, subject to landscape, residential, amenity and
environmental considerations.

It is anticipated that growth in the Greater Dublin Area will give rise to demand for increased energy supply and a
pressure to connect the region with other regions via the hinterland area that includes County Kildare. The Council
will support and facilitate the requirements of the major service providers, such as Eirgrid and ESB, where it is
proposed to enhance or upgrade existing facilities or networks or to provide new infrastructure subject to landscape,
residential amenity and environmental considerations. The Maynooth 220kV and Dunstown 400kV substations isan
are both electrical substations of regional significance and the Council will seek to support any reinforcement of the
Greater Dublin Area between Dunstown and Woodland 400 kV substations.

Cllr. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.
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Item

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.46

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by

Amend EC P19 as follows:

Support the development, reinforcement, renewal and
expansion of the electricity transmission and distribution
grid to provide for the future physical and economic
development of Kildare. Such projects shall be subject to
AA screening and where applicable, Stage 2 AA.

Submissions/Observations

The following relates to Submission No. 228.

The minor amendments proposed by this Proposed
Material Alterations are noted. It is acknowledged that
the Council shall work in partnership with existing service
providers to facilitate required enhancement and
upgrading of existing infrastructure and networks subject
to appropriate environmental assessment and the
planning process.

The following relates to Submission No. 217.

The submission highlights Proposed Material Alteration
No. 12.1 to amend the “Aim” of Chapter 12 (Biodiversity
and Green Infrastructure) and states that it does not
appear to carry through to other chapters e.g. Chapter 7.

It is stated that there is no mention of protection for
species and habitats outside European designated sites.
It is understood that AA relates only to European
designated Sites. The submission requests the inclusion
of a statement to the effect that the impact of the
development on the ecological integrity of NHAs, pNHAs,
Nature Reserves, RAMSAR sites, etc. and local

Chief Executives Response
The comments made by Submission No. 228 are noted.

The following relates to Submission No. 217

It is considered that Bl P3, Bl O8, Bl 010, BI O11, Bl
012, Bl 013, Bl O14 and Bl O31 adequately address the
issues raised in relation to protection for species and
habitats outside European designated sites.

It is however considered appropriate to include a minor
amendment to EC P19 to also state that such
developments will provide mitigation and monitoring
where applicable.

Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Chief Executives Recommendation

Accept Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.46, with the
following minor amendment, shown in green text:
Amend EC P19 as follows:

Support the development, reinforcement, renewal and
expansion of the electricity transmission and distribution
grid to provide for the future physical and economic
development of Kildare. Such projects shall be subject to
AA screening and where applicable, Stage 2 AA. The
developments will have regard for protected species and
provide mitigation and monitoring where applicable.
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biodiversity must be duly considered. It is proposed to
include ‘monitoring’ in addition to ‘mitigation’.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.47

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Amend EC O78 as follows:

Ensure that the location of telecommunications structures minimises and/or mitigates any adverse impacts on public
rights of way, historical sites, or amenities, and the built or natural environment. Innovative design solutions will be

encouraged.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation
and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.48

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation

Amend objective EC 063 as follows:

Support the reinforcement and strengthening of the
electricity transmission and distribution network, including
the installation of Battery Energy Storage System plants
and Synchronous Condenser plants, to facilitate planned
growth and transmission/distribution of a renewable
energy focused generation, at appropriate locations and
in consultation with relevant stakeholders, where they are
adjacent and/or proximate to the grid network.

Submissions/Observations

As per Submission No. 178:

Proposals for the installation of Battery Energy Storage
System plants and Synchronous Condenser plants should
be screened for Appropriate Assessment (AA) and serious
consideration should be given to the need for an
Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR).
Appropriate locations should be clearly defined and
proposals for Battery Energy Storage System plants and

Chief Executives Response

The following relates to Submission Nos. 178 and 149:
The proposed amendment is broadly acceptable;
however, it is considered that these developments may in
certain circumstances be acceptable in areas of high
landscape sensitivity subject to appropriate safeguards.

The content of Submissions No. 187, 228 and 215 with
reqgards to Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.48 are
noted.

The following relates to Submission No. 217

It is considered that Bl P3, Bl O8, Bl O10, BI O11, Bl
012, BI 013, Bl 014 and Bl O31 adequately address the
issues raised in relation to protection for species and
habitats outside European designated sites.

It is however considered appropriate to include a minor
amendment to EC O63 to also state that such

and agreed by the Members.
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Synchronous Condenser plants should be subject to
landscape, residential, amenity and environmental
considerations. Human health and safety also merit
careful consideration.

As per Submission No. 149:

The following additional text is proposed be included as
part of Proposed Material Alteration 7.48. The additional
text is highlighted in red.

Support the reinforcement and strengthening of the
electricity transmission and distribution network, including
the installation of Battery Energy Storage System plants
and Synchronous Condenser plants, to facilitate planned
growth and transmission/distribution of a renewable
energy focused generation, at appropriate locations and in
consultation with relevant stakeholders, where they are
adjacent and/or proximate to the grid network.

Proposals for Battery Energy Storage Systems and
Synchronous Condenser plants shall be subject to
landscape, residential, amenity and environmental
considerations. Such projects shall be subject to AA
screening and where applicable, Stage 2 AA. Require that
these developments avoid areas of high landscape
sensitivity, sites and areas important for biodiversity
and/or archaeological, cultural or heritage interest.

The following relates to Submission No. 187.
The submission supports the additional text to EC 063
as per Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.48.

developments will have regard for protected species and
shall provide mitigation and monitoring where applicable.

The following relates to Submission No. 213.

It is considered appropriate to refer to ‘associated
dispatchable power plants associated with high energy
users’ in objective EC 063 as proposed by Submission
No. 213. However, it is not considered appropriate to
reference ‘Carbon Credits’. Carbon Credits may be
considered as part of the upcoming Sustainable Energy
Climate Action Plan (SECAP) for County Kildare. Action
EC A1 states it is an action of the Council to prepare a
SECAP within 1 year of the adoption of the County
Development Plan. The matter of carbon credits is
outside the scope of a Development Plan.

Chief Executives Recommendation

Accept Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.48, with the
following minor amendment and footnote:

Amend objective EC 063 as follows:

Support the reinforcement and strengthening of the
electricity transmission and distribution network,
including the installation of Battery Energy Storage
System plants*, ard-Synchronous Condenser plants,
and associated dispatchable power plants associated
with high energy users, to facilitate planned growth and
transmission/distribution of a renewable energy focused
generation, at appropriate locations and in consultation
with relevant stakeholders, where they are adjacent
and/or proximate to the grid network.
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The following relates to Submission No. 228.

This submission states that due to the intermittency of
wind energy in particular, grid stabilization technologies
have an increasingly important role in a successful
energy transition and this new technology is being
deployed as a cost-effective and zero-carbon solution in
strengthening the stability and resilience of the Irish grid.
ESB is currently installing Battery Energy Storage
Systems (BESS) at existing facilities and a synchronous
condenser at Moneypoint. In this regard, the submission
welcomes this proposed material alteration.

The following relates to Submission No. 215.

This Proposed Material Alteration is considered to
support the objectives of both the National Energy
Security Framework (April 2022) and the Government’s
Policy Statement on Security of Electricity Supply
(November 2021) and is therefore welcomed.

The following relates to Submission No. 217.

The submission highlights Proposed Material Alteration
No. 12.1 to amend the “Aim” of Chapter 12 (Biodiversity
and Green Infrastructure) and states that it does not
appear to carry through to other chapters e.g. Chapter 7.

It is requested to include a statement to the effect that
the impact of the development on the ecological integrity
of SPAs, SACs, NHAs, pNHAs, Nature Reserves,
RAMSAR sites, etc and local biodiversity must be duly
considered. The submission states that these
developments are unquestionably industrial in nature and

*Footnote; Proposals for Battery Energy Storage
Systems and Synchronous Condenser plants shall be
subject to landscape, residential, amenity, human health,
and environmental considerations. Such projects shall be
subject to AA screening and where applicable, Stage 2
AA. The developments will have regard for protected
species and provide mitigation and monitoring where
applicable.
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many are being proposed for rural locations where small
communities and biodiversity are left completely exposed
and unprotected. Where permission is granted, such
developments should provide mitigation and monitoring.

The following relates to Submission No. 213.

The submission seeks the following amendment of EC
063 “...including the installation of Battery Energy
Storage System plants, and-Synchronous Condenser
plants, and associated dispatchable power plants
associated with high energy users (including the use
of Carbon Credits) to facilitate planned growth...”. It is
stated that there will be growth in electricity demand of
between 28% and 43% over the coming decade meaning
the provision of on-site ancillary auto-generation
capabilities to provide for the energy needs of operations
which will be a necessary feature of industrial
development. Conventional gas-fired ancillary energy
generation facilities are a sustainable form of energy
provision if offset by Carbon Credits.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.49

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by
Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Amend objective EC 065 as follows:

Require that developments involving the siting of overhead cables shall minimise visual impact by avoiding areas of
high landscape sensitivity, sites and areas ef-nature-conservation important for biodiversity and/or archaeological,

cultural or heritage interest.
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Item

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.50

Resolved
On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by

Amend objective EC O68 as follows:

Facilitate the development of grid reinforcements
including grid connections and a trans-boundary network
into and through the county and between all adjacent
counties. Such projects shall be subject to AA screening
and where applicable, Stage 2 AA.

Submissions/Observations

The following relates to Submission No. 228.

The minor amendments proposed by this Proposed
Material Alterations are noted. This submission suggests
that the Council shall work in partnership with existing
service providers to facilitate required enhancement and
upgrading of existing infrastructure and networks subject
to appropriate environmental assessment and the
planning process.

The following relates to Submission No. 217.

The submission highlights Proposed Material Alteration
No. 12.1 to amend the “Aim” of Chapter 12 (Biodiversity
and Green Infrastructure) and states that it does not
appear to carry through to other chapters e.g. Chapter 7.

It is requested to include a statement to the effect that
the impact of the development on the ecological integrity
of SPAs, SACs, NHAs, pNHAs, cNHAs, Nature
Reserves, RAMSAR sites, etc. and local biodiversity
must be duly considered. Where permission is granted,
such developments should provide mitigation and
monitoring.

Chief Executives Response
The comments made by Submission No. 228 are noted.

The following relates to Submission No. 217

It is considered that Bl P3, Bl O8, Bl 010, BI O11, Bl
012, Bl 013, Bl O14 and Bl O31 adequately address the
issues raised in relation to protection for species and
habitats outside European designated sites.

It is however considered appropriate to include a minor
amendment to EC O68 to also state that such
developments will have regard for protected species and
shall provide mitigation and monitoring where applicable.

Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Chief Executives Recommendation

Accept Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.50, with the
following minor amendment, shown in green text:
Amend objective EC 068 as follows:

Facilitate the development of grid reinforcements
including grid connections and a trans-boundary network
into and through the county and between all adjacent
counties. Such projects shall be subject to AA screening
and where applicable, Stage 2 AA. The developments
will have regard for protected species and provide
mitigation and monitoring where applicable.
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Item
No.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.51

Add new objective after EC O68 as follows and renumber objectives accordingly:
Support and facilitate the Kildare-Meath Grid Upgrade (also known as Capital Project 966) to enable further
renewable energy generation in line with the Governments’ target of 80% renewable energy generation by 2030.

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.52

Add additional text at the end of objective EC O70 as follows.
Existing vegetative or ‘stepping-stone’ linkages are to be maintained and improved upon to increase wildlife
corridors. Opportunities should be sought to translocate existing species rich hedgerows, where possible, and

subject to proper biosecurity protocols.

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.53

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’'s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.54

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.

Amend objective EC O73 as follows:

Promote and facilitate the provision of appropriate
telecommunications infrastructure, including broadband
connectivity and other technologies within the county.
Such projects shall be subject to AA screening and
where applicable, Stage 2 AA.

Submissions/Observations

The following relates to Submission No. 217.

The submission highlights Proposed Material Alteration
No. 12.1 to amend the “Aim” of Chapter 12 (Biodiversity
and Green Infrastructure) and states that it does not

appear to carry through to other chapters e.g. Chapter 7.

Chief Executives Response

It is considered that BI P3, Bl O8, Bl O10, Bl O11, BI
012, Bl 013, Bl O14 and Bl O31 adequately address the
issues raised in relation to protection for species and
habitats outside European designated sites.

It is however considered appropriate to include a minor
amendment to EC O73 to also state that such
developments will have regard for protected species and
shall provide mitigation and monitoring where applicable.

Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.

Chief Executives Recommendation
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It is requested to include a statement to the effect that
the impact of the development on the ecological integrity
of NHAs, pNHAs, cNHAs, Nature Reserves etc. and local
biodiversity must be duly considered. Where permission
is granted, such developments should provide mitigation
and monitoring.

Accept Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.54, to include
the following minor amendment, shown in green text:
Amend objective EC O73 as follows:

Promote and facilitate the provision of appropriate
telecommunications infrastructure, including broadband
connectivity and other technologies within the county.
Such projects shall be subject to AA screening and
where applicable, Stage 2 AA. The developments will
have regard for protected species and provide mitigation
and monitoring where applicable.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.55

Amend Section 7.16 as follows:

Natural gas is available in a number of the county’s
towns. Gas Networks Ireland continues to assess the
feasibility of new connections bringing gas to additional
towns. It is recognised that natural gas, particularly
renewable and indigenous gas, will continue to have a
role to play in the transition to a low carbon economy. As
such, renewable energy developments may require
support from such sources in times of high energy
demand.

Hydrogen is a carbon free gas that can be produced from
renewable electricity. While initially seen primarily as a
decarbonisation solution for heavy goods vehicles and
industry, because of its versatility, it is now recognised
that hydrogen can play a key role in the decarbonisation
of large swathes of the economy, power generation,
transport, industry and heating. Hydrogen is also well
suited to short-term and inter-seasonal storage, making it

Chief Executives Response

The amendments proposed by Submission No. 45 and
the comments raised by Submission Nos. 228 and 215
are noted and accepted.

The following relates to Submission No. 213.

Given the national priority in relation to the development
of new conventional generation (including gas-fired and
gasoil/distillate-fired generation) to ensure security of
electricity supply and support of the growth of renewable
electricity generation, it is considered appropriate to
include a minor amendment to Section 7.16 to explicitly
reference this national priority.

In addition, it should be noted that the development of
gas infrastructure is supported by objective EC O86
which supports the maintenance of the existing gas
network and the further upgrading and expansion of the
gas grid across County Kildare to serve existing and

Resolved

On the proposal by CliIr. Doyle and seconded by
Clir. Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s
recommendation and agreed by the Members.
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an attractive option to decarbonise energy systems and a
driver of a cleaner energy future for Ireland.

Submissions/Observations

The following relates to Submission No. 45.

Amend Section 7.16 as follows:

Natural gas is available in a number of the county’s towns.
Gas Networks Ireland continues to assess the feasibility
of new connections bringing gas to additional towns. s

recoghised—that The existing natural gas network,
particularly-renewable-andindigenous-gas, will continue to

have a role to play as we irthe transition to a low carbon
economy, particularly as the production and use of
biomethane and green hydrogen grows over the coming
years and these indigenous gases are injected into the
gas network in increasing volumes. As-sueh,—fenewable
Copreps desinloninen e oo dedipe o Dern e
sources in times of high energy demand.
indigenous energy sources will be used to decarbonise
sections of Ireland’s economy in their own right and will be
complementary to renewable electricity generation at
times when demand is high or on days when there is or
little no wind or sunlight.

The following relates to Submission No. 228.

The submission states that notwithstanding the
Government’s aim to increase the percentage of
electricity generation from renewables to 80% by 2030,
the contribution from non-renewable sources will still
consist of 20%. Furthermore, on dull still days or nights,
almost all electricity may sometimes need to come from
non-renewables generation. In this regard, the

future residential, commercial and industrial
development. It can be concluded that, by extension, this
objective supports conventional gas fired ancillary energy
facilities that are facilitated by the existing gas network
and are necessary for further industrial development.

Chief Executives Recommendation

Accept Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.55, with the
following minor amendments, shown in green text:

To amend Section 7.16 as follows:

The Council acknowledges the importance of gas for
both economic development and as a provider of
domestic energy within the county. As per the
Department of the Environment, Climate and
Communication’s Policy Statement on Security of
Electricity Supply published 30 November 2021, the
development of new conventional generation (including
gas-fired and gasoil/distillate-fired generation) is a
national priority and should be permitted and supported
in order to ensure security of electricity supply and
support the growth of renewable electricity generation.

The County’s natural gas pipeline infrastructure is under
the responsibility of Gas Networks Ireland. Natural gas is
available in a number of the county’s towns. Gas Networks
Ireland continues to assess the feasibility of new
connections bringing gas to additional towns. H—is

recognised—that—natural The existing gas network,
particularly-renewable-andindigenous-gas; will continue to

have a role to play as we in-the transition to a low carbon
economy, particularly as the production and use of
biomethane and green hydrogen grows over the coming
years and these indigenous gases are injected into the
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submission welcomes the recognition of the role that
green hydrogen will have to play in decarbonising large
swathes of the economy and the inclusion of additional
text to this effect in Section 7.16.

The following relates to Submission No. 215.

This Proposed Material Alteration is considered to
support the objectives of both the National Energy
Security Framework (April 2022) and the Government’s
Policy Statement on Security of Electricity Supply
(November 2021) and is therefore welcomed.

The following relates to Submission No. 213.

The National Competitiveness & Productivity Council
states in Bulletin 22-1 Energy Security: “The intended
increased use of renewables in the energy system adds
to the challenge of ensuring a stable and reliable
electricity supply, because the balance between
available supply and peak demand becomes very tight
when there is limited wind generated power. Renewable
generation that is predominantly wind powered can vary
between 1% and 70% on a given day, making the supply
of electricity less stable.”

It is highlighted that this approach is supported by the
Department of the Environment, Climate and
Communication’s Policy Statement on Security of
Electricity Supply published 30 November 2021, which
states that. “the development of new conventional
generation (including gas-fired and gasoil/distillate-fired
generation) is a national priority and should be permitted

gas network in increasing volumes. As—such,—+enewable

CppEssscosnlonpa s s e oo prones ompos Leoin ool
Soppess n fpmec of sen enepens cevssndl [hese

indigenous energy sources will be used to decarbonise
sections of Ireland’s economy in their own right and will be
complementary to renewable electricity generation at
times when demand is high or on days when there is little
or no wind or sunlight.

Hydrogen is a carbon free gas that can be produced from
renewable electricity. While initially seen primarily as a
decarbonisation solution for heavy goods vehicles and
industry, because of its versatility, it is now recognised
that hydrogen can play a key role in the decarbonisation
of large swathes of the economy, power generation,
transport, industry and heating. Hydrogen is also well
suited to short-term and inter-seasonal storage, making it
an attractive option to decarbonise energy systems and a
driver of a cleaner energy future for Ireland.
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and supported in order to ensure security of electricity
supply and support the growth of renewable electricity
generation.”

This submission notes that Section 7.16 of the Draft Plan
supports the provision of ancillary energy facilities based
on natural gas over other more polluting fossil fuels.
However, it is submitted that the need for further
provision of conventional gas-fired energy generation
facilities (either as part of the transition to a low-carbon
economy or the meeting of increasing energy demands
in the near future) are not explicitly stated, which could
hinder further industrial development.

In addition to the above the submission seeks the
following amendment of Section 7.16: “As such,
renewable energy developments may will require
support from such sources in times of high energy
demand.”. It states that in the current economic and
energy climate, it is inevitable that renewable energy
development will require support from such sources in
times of high energy demand because of existing
significant level of renewables on the Network.

Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.56

Amend EC 087 as follows:

Support and facilitate the production of low carbon or
renewable biegases such as hydrogen produced using
renewable electricity, and biomethane, produced largely

Chief Executives Response

The comments raised through Submission Nos. 45 and
228 are noted.

Resolved

On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Cllr.
Sammon to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation
and agreed by the Members.
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from agricultural organic matter and food waste, that can
be exported as power/energy to the National Grid,
subject to appropriate environmental assessments.

Submissions/Observations

The following relates to Submission No. 45

Amend EC O87 as follows:

Support and facilitate the production of low carbon or
renewable biegases such as hydrogen produced using
renewable electricity, and biomethane, produced largely
from agricultural organic matter and food waste, thatean
be-exported aspowerlenergy to-the National-Grid that can
be injected into the national gas network, subject to
appropriate environmental assessments.

The following relates to Submission No. 228.

The submission states that notwithstanding the
Government’s aim to increase the percentage of
electricity generation from renewables to 80% by 2030,
the contribution from non-renewable sources will still
consist of 20%. Furthermore, on dull still days or nights,
almost all electricity may sometimes need to come from
non-renewables generation. In this regard, the
submission welcomes the recognition of the role that
green hydrogen, produced using renewable electricity will
have to play in decarbonising large swathes of the
economy and support proposed material alteration No.
7.56.

Chief Executives Recommendation

Accept Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.56, with the
following minor amendment:

To amend EC 087 as follows;

Support and facilitate the production of low carbon or
renewable biegases such as hydrogen produced using
renewable electricity, and biomethane, produced largely
from agricultural organic matter and food waste;-that-ean
be exported as power/energy to the National Grid that can
be injected into the national gas network, subject to
appropriate environmental assessments.
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[ tem . . Resolved
No. Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.57 On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Clir. Sammon
Add new objective after objective EC 088 as follows and renumber objectives accordingly: to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendation and agreed

Support the research and development of green hydrogen as a fuel for power generation, manufacturing, energy by the Members.

storage and transport.

. . Resolved
Proposed Material Alteration No. 7.58 On the proposal by Clir. Doyle and seconded by Clir. Sammon
Amend EC 089 as follows: to accept the Chief Executive’s recommendatio