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Minutes of Athy Municipal District Meeting held at 10.00 am on Monday, 22 May 2017 

in the Athy Municipal District Building, Rathstewart, Athy, Co Kildare 

 

Members Present:  Councillor A. Breslin (Cathaoirleach), Councillors M Dalton, I 

    Keatley, M Miley, T Redmond and M Wall. 

 

Officials Present:  Mr J Boland (District Manager), Mr J Coppinger (Senior  

    Engineer), Mr D O'Flaherty (District Engineer), Ms E Wright and 

    Ms A Aspell (Senior Executive Officers), Ms P Berry (Marketing 

    Officer), Ms M Dalton (Meetings Administrator) and Ms O  

    Mooney (Secretary) 

 

______________________ 

 

AY01/0517 

Suspension of Standing Orders 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Keatley and seconded by Councillor Dalton that 

standing orders be suspended for ten minutes as the Joint Policing Committee had not 

finished. The meeting commenced at 10.10 am. 

 

AY02/0517 

Minutes and Progress Report 

The members considered the minutes of the monthly meeting of 10 April, 2017. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Wall, seconded by Councillor Miley, that the 

minutes of the monthly meeting of Athy Municipal District held on 10 April, 2017 be 

confirmed and taken as read.  The progress report was noted. 

 

AY03/0517 

Matters Arising 

Safety measures including removal of pole at Kildangan Bridge, Kildangan 

(AY08/1606, AY03/1609, AY02/1610, AY03/1611, AY02/1612, AY11/1701, AY03/1703, 

AY03/1704) 

Councillor Redmond asked for an update on this matter. He noted report stating that the 

council had completed their section of work and are currently waiting on Éir to complete 
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their required works. The District Engineer stated that preliminary works had been 

completed by the council but they were waiting on Éir to remove the pole.  The members 

asked to be kept informed. 

 

Emergency meeting with Bord na Mona re Kilberry Plant (AY25/1701, AY02/1702, 

AY03/1703, AY03/1704) 

Councillor Redmond asked for an update on this matter. He noted report that letter had 

issued on 12 April 2017 to the Chief Executive Officer, Bórd na Mona expressing the 

members disappointment that no response had been received.  

 

Outstanding issues not on progress report. 

Councillor Wall stated that he raised urgent issues over a number of months and they are 

not appearing on the progress report but he understood they were referred to TAAG. He 

stated he had a list of items and he asked for an update of each matter.  The meetings 

administrator asked Councillor Wall to forward this list to her and she would follow-up. 

Councillor Wall asked how he could contact TAAG in regard to outstanding issues and he 

asked who was on this team. 

 

Ms Wright advised the members that the TAAG was an initiative to pool all of the traffic 

calming and technical requests coming in from all the municipal districts and that John 

Coppinger, Senior Engineer was in charge of the assessment team. She clarified that the 

new report would be a second layer to the progress report. She stated that there were over 

one hundred cases for the county on the list and they were pulling them together at present. 

She informed the members that the TAAG will report on a bi-monthly basis. She stated that 

she would come back to the members at their next meeting.  

 

Purchase of unoccupied houses in Corran Ard Estate, Athy (AY10/1703) 

Councillor Keatley asked for an update on this matter. He noted report that the council 

continues to pursue the purchase of vacant units at Corran Ard, Athy through the Receiver, 

and were hopeful of reaching a successful conclusion. It was not possible to confirm a 

timeframe for completion of this stage. Councillor Keatley asked for clarity as to whether 

houses which are not up to proper standard can be bought by the council or not. Ms Aspell 

stated that in regard to acquisitions programme, the council has to have regard to the likely 

refurbishment cost when considering to purchase a property. The Department of Housing, 
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Planning, Community and Local Government have indicated that such costs should be kept 

to a minimum.  In regard to the Vacant Housing Repair and Leasing Initiative, applications 

have been invited and an advertisement was placed in local newspapers recently and a 

further advertisement will follow.  In regard to Buy and Renew Scheme, the Minister has 

recently announced this scheme to support local authorities and approved housing bodies 

to purchase and renew housing units. The focus will be on older stock. This scheme will 

complement the Vacant Housing Repair and Leasing Scheme. Further details are awaited 

from the Minister's office. 

 

The report was noted. 

 

AY04/0517 

Presentation from Local Authorities Waters and Communities Office (LAWCO) 

The cathaoirleach welcomed Ms Aoife McGrath, Community Water Officer, from the Local 

Authorities Water and Communities Office (LAWCO) to give a presentation on LAWCO and 

an update on the preparation of the 2nd cycle Draft River Basin Management Plan.  She 

gave an introduction of her role in working with Kildare and Meath County Councils in co-

ordinating water quality activities across the regions and to encourage public bodies, 

sectoral interests and local communities to share knowledge and work together to protect 

and manage our natural waterbodies. She outlined that she was based in Navan and that 

there were three regional co-ordinators, three specialist staff within the core team working 

with her. She outlined the two key objectives in connection with the implementation of the 

Water Framework Directive  in Ireland.  The objectives are: 

 To co-ordinate the activities of all the local authorities in areas connected with the 

Water  Framework Directive. 

 To promote public participation in the Water Framework Directive process by 

engaging the public and communities in the management of their own local water 

environment. 

Ms McGrath informed the members that LAWCO are working to try to create awareness 

and education and that a number of public meetings were being held throughout the county 

and they are trying to encourage participation with local businesses, farmers and anglers 

associations. She advised the members that there was a new website called 

www.catchments.ie and they can view the water quality of the Barrow which shows the 
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stretch of the Barrow going through Athy is currently rated as moderately polluted.  She 

stated she was currently working alongside Patricia Berry, Helen Dowling and Joe Boland. 

She stated that one of the initiatives to encourage community participation is a Tidy Towns 

Award which was just released by Waterways Ireland and that the closing date for 

nominations was 25 May 2017. She added that a new event called the National Water Day 

will take place on 27 August 2017 and Patricia Berry and Helen Dowling would be lending 

their support as well. She asked that this event be promoted by the members and spead 

the word about her office as she would be happy to meet up with  groups or organisations. 

 

The cathaoirleach thanked Ms McGrath for her presentation and invited questions and 

comments from the members. 

 

Councillor Keatley stated that while this initiative was worthwhile, since he had been a 

member of the council, the first item he brought up was raw sewage going into the River 

Barrow. He agreed that a multiplicity of issues such as agriculture, urban waste water, 

forestry, domestic waste water to name but a few are polluting the water quality of the 

Barrow. He said he was extremely frustrated and speaking with Irish Water weekly to find 

out when some of the plants would be upgraded. He added that cleaning up around our 

rivers is minor compared to the bigger picture of water quality but however, if it only 

educates people that would be good. 

 

Councillor Redmond stated that he passed a motion previously to develop a Barrow Plan 

and can it be put into the development plan. He added he was looking to tackle invasive 

species and was there funding in place for this. He noted that Ms McGrath stated that the 

Barrow was moderately polluted and he asked her to clarify as there are very popular water 

events coming up shortly in Athy and would not like people to think that the waters were 

unsafe. 

 

Ms McGrath stated that in regard to the Barrow Plan, she would be glad to assist and would 

meet with him to discuss his concerns. In regard to invasive species, she stated that the 

River Basin Management Plan would identify any of the issues but that no funding had 

been identified. 
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Councillor Miley stated that focus on water quality was a major problem and glad to hear 

that the Fishery Board were engaging. He added that education in schools could be money 

well spent and that some state bodies are not flexible. He stated that he would work with 

Ms McGrath and he hoped that the state bodies would engage. He wished her the best of 

luck with her endeavour. Ms McGrath stated that she was given a budget and Sheevaun 

Thompson, Funding Lead would oversee how this would be spent. She hoped that there 

would be thirty plus funding opportunities in total. 

 

Councillor Wall stated that he attended the Clanard Hotel on 20 April last and he stated the 

meeting was very useful. He said that tackling this issue would have to be community 

focussed. He stated that sports clubs and fisheries are using the Barrow and we need one 

focus and that was to protect the Barrow. He added that the new water festival on 27 

August next was a great idea. In regard to the Barrow being moderately polluted, he asked 

that a clear message would go out to the public that the waters were safe for use.  Ms 

McGrath stated the rivers can only be beneficial if they are clean but she stated that the 

river was no threat to public health and it was safe to use. 

 

Councillor Dalton stated that some bodies are very territorial  and set up a long time. He 

added that during the flooding crisis, state bodies contradicted each other.  

 

The District Manager stated that if members think that a plant needs to be upgraded that 

they should make a submission. He added that taking in charge was an issue.  

 

Councillor Keatley added that Irish Water know about all the issues in regard to the River 

Barrow as he is contacting them on a weekly basis.  

 

The cathaoirleach thanked Ms McGrath for an extremely informative presentation and 

asked that she would keep the members informed of progress and suggested that the 

members meet again with Ms McGrath before the new water festival takes place.  Ms 

McGrath stated that she would schedule to meet the members again in a few weeks. 
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AY05/0517 

Update on the Athy Municipal District Roadworks 

The District Engineer circulated a progress report on the municipal district roadworks and 

the report was noted. 

 

Councillor Miley thanked the District Engineer for good quality work carried out to date.  He 

said that the community of Narraghmore were organising a walk and he asked that the 

walkways would be made wider. 

 

Councillor Wall noted that Cowpasture road had been completed. He asked that Hopkins 

Haven be included and finished under stage 2 and he asked whether this was still on his 

agenda. 

 

Councillor Redmond asked how communities can get involved and what was the frequency 

of bin collection/cleaning under the Litter Bin Cleaning Plan. 

 

The District Engineer stated that bins were being cleaned in Athy and Monasterevin  but he 

did not have resources to do other towns such as Castledermot. He is trying to expand it 

but he has limited resources. He added that a lot of communities collect their own rubbish 

from bins and dispose of accordingly. 

 

The report was noted. 

 

AY06/0517 

Athy Distributor Road 

Mr Coppinger stated that the documents and submissions were with An Bórd Pleanála. The 

closing date for submissions is 9 June 2017. He stated he would update the members as 

soon as he has An Bórd Pleanála's decision. He suspected there would be an oral hearing 

between July and September.  Ms Wright re-iterated to the members that all submissions 

have to go to An Bórd Pleanála not the council. Mr Coppinger stated that he would give a 

further update to the members at their September meeting. The members thanked Mr 

Coppinger for this work on this project to date. 

 

 



Kildare County Council  

Page 7 of 25 

AY07/0517 

Community and Economic Development Issues 

Ms Patricia Berry circulated a report updating the members on her work over the months of 

April and May. 

 

The members congratulated Ms Berry on all the hard work carried out for the municipal 

district to date.  It was thought that the members/municipal district were over-relying on Ms 

Berry and that her work schedule should be reviewed  with a view to getting assistance. 

  

The report was noted.  

 

AY08/0517 

Public Realm Strategy for Athy 

The preliminary public realm regeneration strategy study prepared by Shaffrey Associates 

Architects in November 2016 for the council was circulated to the members.  The District 

Manager stated that there were eight projects including; 

 Main Street - Augustus Bridge, Woodstock Street and Athy Lock 

 White Castle 

 Emily Square 

 Edmund Rice Square 

 Dominican/Library Square 

 Dominican Fields/Abbey site 

 Woodstock Castle Riverside Amenity Park 

 River Crossings/Bridges 

He stated that all the projects were very worthwhile and within the context of the Budget, he 

suggested to take one project each year to design stage. He asked the members to 

prioritise one of these projects. He stated that it would be September next before the design 

work on one project could begin and then to Part 8. He stated that he would arrange a 

special meeting and invite Grainne Shaffrey to attend. 

 

Councillor Wall stated it was a good initiative but he agreed that a special meeting would be 

beneficial. He said public realm would have to feed into projects in the town. 
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Councillor Keatley stated it was important to prioritise a project and to start and finish a 

project before starting another one. He asked that the overall plan for off-street parking be 

identified. 

 

The District Manager stated that there would be 1,500 carparking spaces available and that 

he would liaise with the Cathaoirleach before the end of June with a date for this special 

meeting to discuss towns and villages plan and programme of works and other issues. 

 

The report was noted. 

 

AY08/0517 

Remedial Works - The Ring, Cowpasture, Monasterevin 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Dalton: 

That remedial works are carried out at The Ring, Cowpasture, Monasterevin. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Dalton and seconded by Councillor Wall. 

 

A report was received from the Roads Transportation and Public Safety Section informing 

the members that there are no plans or finances available to carry out these works. 

 

Councillor Dalton said he visited the site with the District Engineer a while ago. He added 

that the work carried out on the main road was excellent but there was a small area with six 

to seven houses which was not included.  This area needs to be done. 

 

Councillor Wall supported this motion and agreed that remedial works at this small area 

should be carried out. 

 

The District Engineer stated that this piece of ground had been neglected for many years 

but there were no finances to carry out works at this time.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Dalton, seconded by Councillor Wall that the report 

be noted. 
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AY09/0517 

Drainage issues - Moat of Ardscull 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Miley: 

That the council look at a permanent solution for the drainage issues at the Moat of 

Ardscull, and the community section of the council support the good work being done at the 

Moat of Ardscull by the local community. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Miley and seconded by Councillor Keatley. 

 

A report was received from the Roads Transportation and Public Safety Section informing 

the members that this work can be considered as part of the Winter Drainage Plan 

scheduled to be carried out in late 2017 and early 2018. 

 

Councillor Miley stated that he was happy with report in that the District Engineer gave a 

commitment to carry out these works.  He noted that the Moat of Ardscull was maintained 

extremely well. He requested that finances should be sought from Simon Wallace, Senior 

Executive Parks Superintendent. 

 

Councillor Keatley supported this motion. 

Resolved  on the proposal of Councillor Miley, seconded by Councillor Keatley that report 

be noted and that a funding source needs to be identified. 

 

AY10/0517 

Safety issues for turning traffic at the Nags Head in Monasterevin 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Wall: 

That the council immediately investigate safety issues for turning traffic at the Nags Head in 

Monasterevin from the R445 onto the R414, given the growing concerns of those using the 

junction. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Wall and seconded by Councillor Keatley. 

 

A report was received from the Roads Transportation and Public Safety Section informing 

the members that this issue had been referred to the Technical Assessment and Advisory 
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Group (TAAG), newly established in the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety 

Department.  Following assessment, a report would be provided to members. 

 

Councillor Wall stated that there have been some near accidents at this junction. Sight lines 

are very poor and pedestrians have to cross at this junction which is very dangerous. He 

asked that TAAG would look at this junction urgently. 

 

Councillor Keatley supported this motion. Ms Wright stated that there was a design issue 

here which would require a site visit and input by the District Engineer. She stated that 

there should be a bi-monthly available by the June meeting of the municipal district. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Wall, seconded by Councillor Keatley that works be 

carried out at this junction and that the matter be referred to TAAG for report. 

 

AY11/0517 

Upgrade of Meeting Lane Carpark 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Wall: 

That the council confirm the up to date position with the upgrade of Meeting Lane car park, 

Athy and if they will include the small car park in the wider works at this time, finishing this 

important part of the town.  

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Wall and seconded by Councillor Redmond. 

 

A report was received from the Roads Transportation and Public Safety Section informing 

the members that preparatory work is ongoing at Meeting Lane car park. At this stage, 

there is no plan to include the smaller car park in Meeting Lane in a works programme. 

 

Councillor Wall stated that he had seen the drawings for the Meeting Lane carpark in the 

District office. He asked that the small carpark not be left behind. He added that it was great 

to bring the main carpark to the proper standard but the other eight spaces need to be 

upgraded as well. 

 

Councillor Redmond stated that these eight spaces are directly across from people's homes 

and  the area looks derelict. 
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The cathaoirleach stated that anti-social behaviour and illegal dumping were occurring at 

this location and the upgrade of these spaces would alleviate this problem. 

 

The District Engineer stated that an extensive design on parking, lighting and drainage was 

carried out for the Meeting Lane carpark. The problem was that you cannot extend every 

job you take on after the fact.   

Councillor Wall stated that when he tabled the motion a year ago, it included the main 

carpark and those eight spaces. He asked that the matter be referred to TAAG. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Wall, seconded by Councillor Redmond that this 

matter be referred to TAAG for assessment. 

 

AY12/0517 

Repair of Footpath between Kildangan National School and the Courtyard, Kildangan 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Keatley: 

That the council repair the footpath between Kildangan national school and the Courtyard 

Kildangan as a matter of urgency. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Keatley and seconded by Councillor Miley. 

 

A report was received from the Roads Transportation and Public Safety Section informing 

the members that there are a number of private entrances between the school and the 

Courtyard estate. The council has been informed that one of these estates is carrying out 

maintenance work at their entrance. This may be a matter to refer to planning in respect of 

unauthorised development or incomplete works. 

 

Councillor Keatley noted that the District Engineer had visited the site and he asked that he 

make sure that this footpath was repaired. 

 

Councillor Miley supported the motion. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Keatley, seconded by Councillor Miley that this 

report be noted. 
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AY13/0517 

Upgrade the Roadway and Entrance at Bigstone National School and Community 

Hall 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Keatley: 

That the council upgrade the roadway and entrance at Bigstone national school and 

community hall. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Keatley and seconded by Councillor Wall. 

 

A report was received from the Roads Transportation and Public Safety Section informing 

the members that the public road between Bigstone National School and the Community 

Centre was in a reasonable condition. The area near the entrance where cars are parking 

requires further investigation with the assistance of other departments. 

 

Councillor Keatley noted the report and added that this area was often forgotten about and 

asked that the area be upgraded. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Keatley, seconded by Councillor Wall that report be 

noted. 

 

AY14/0517 

Re-development of Edmund Rice Square 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Breslin: 

What is the progress on the redevelopment of Edmund Rice Square? 

 

A report was received from the Roads Transportation and Public Safety Section informing 

the members that before the project can commence, a Part 8 and  appropriate 

assessments are required as the site is located in a Special Area of Conservation. (SAC) 

 

The cathaoirleach stated that she was disappointed with the report as this matter had been 

on the agenda for a long time and this re-development needs to be carried out. 

 

The District Engineer stated that there were lots of projects ongoing at present and there 

was a serious body of work to be carried out.  He added there were no resources available 

at present.  
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The cathaoirleach asked that this matter remain on the progress report. 

 

The report was noted. 

 

AY15/0517 

Provision of Jake's Law for Estates 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Wall: 

Can the council confirm the up to date position with the provision of Jake’s law for those 

estates within our area who applied and the outlook for its’ provision? 

 

A report was received from the Roads Transportation and Public Safety Section informing 

the members that following a public advertisement, 67 submissions were received from 

residents and residents associations from all over the county for consideration under Jake's 

Law. The technical assessment of the submissions will be carried out when resources are 

allocated. On completion of the review, a report with recommendations will be prepared, 

and draft Bye Laws will be brought forward for consideration by the full council. 

 

Councillor Wall welcomed this report as especially at this time of the year, children are out 

playing in their estates. He noted in the reply that resources had to be allocated, and he 

asked that local property tax monies might be considered. He said this was a countrywide 

issue and Jake's Law was a step in the right direction and should be brought into all estates 

who qualify. It would be important to get signs up and he understood that this would not 

stop speeding but it would help. He asked when resources would be available and what 

was the timeframe being considered. 

 

Ms Wright stated that there were 67 submissions received and signs could only be installed 

in estates that were taken in charge by the council. She stated she had no breakdown of 

how many of these submissions were in Athy. She stated the technical assessment would 

be assigned by quarter 3 at the lastest and that funding still had to be identified. She added 

that draft bye-laws would be prepared and brought to full council for approval.  

 

The report was noted. 
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AY16/0517 

Review of Rents on Commercial Premises in Athy 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Redmond: 

That we as a municipal district request letters are sent out to the auctioneers and Chamber 

of Commerce asking for a review of rents in Athy, especially on commercial premises that 

have been idle for some time and ask them to email the Local Enterprise Office (LEO) 

informing them of vacant premises in our area. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Redmond and seconded by Councillor Miley. 

 

A report was received from Ms Sonya Kavanagh, Director of Services, Economic, 

Community and Cultural Development informing the members that Kildare Local Enterprise 

Office (under the stewardship of Jacqui McNabb Head of Enterprise) has already contacted 

Auctioneers around the county to gather information regarding vacant premises/properties. 

She suggested to the members that it would be inappropriate for the council to send a 

private landlord a letter asking them to review their commercial rents at this time as there 

has been a lot of unrest about the commercial rates revaluation and the two issues; 

although separate, could become intertwined. 

 

Councillor Redmond stated that he was happy with the first part of the report as this matter 

needs to be highlighted to auctioneers. 

 

Councillor Miley supported this motion and stated that discussions around rents would be 

important. 

 

Councillor Wall welcomed discussions as well.  He stated that the LEO were also looking at 

a promotional leaflet for Athy. He stated that there were many premises vacant and it would 

be great to see them being used again. He suggested that a dedicated website should be 

set up and to contact those who may be in a position to rent these premises. 

 

The cathaoirleach stated the members had met with the Industrial Development Authority 

(IDA) recently. She asked that an informal group be set up and discuss the issue of 

commercial rents. 
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Councillor Keatley  stated that discussions had taken place previously on this matter and 

that Athy Regeneration Committee had agreed to carry out some work on this but he stated 

that  the council need to identify the owners of these vacant properties. 

 

Councillor Redmond asked how long does a property have to be left idle to be considered 

abandoned.  

 

The District Manager stated that there was no legal definition of abandonment but there 

was a definition for derelict. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Redmond, seconded by Councillor Miley that report 

be noted. 

 

AY17/0517 

Reduction of Housing list in Monasterevin and Castledermot 

The members agreed to take items 16 and 17 together: 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Redmond: 

Can we as elected representatives be given an understanding as to what plans the council 

has for reducing the housing list in Monasterevin and Castledermot? In answering this 

question I would appreciate a detailed answer on how the council decides to buy or 

ccompulsory purchase order (CPO) lands for home building. 

 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Miley: 

Can the council give an update of any social housing planned for the Castledermot and 

Monastervin areas? 

 

A report was received from the Housing Section informing the members that under the 

Social Housing Strategy 2020, and now Rebuilding Ireland Action Plan for Housing and 

Homelessness, the council can access funding under a number of streams for provision of 

social housing such as (i) capital construction projects, (ii) acquisitions programme, (iii) 

supporting approved housing bodies in sourcing units to either purchase or lease. As the 

members are aware, the council does not have land available in Monasterevin in order to 

develop a construction project.  With regard to Castledermot, feasibility investigations are 

underway in relation to an infill site at Skenagun.  Earlier this year the council sought 

expressions of interest from landowners and developers who may have been interested in 
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selling lands with or without permission, or completed units to the council.  A number of 

proposals were received, and one site in both Monasterevin and Castledermot are the 

subject of further discussions between the council and landowner. Through the acquisitions 

programme, the council has purchased properties across the Athy municipal district, 

including in Monasterevin and Castledermot, and we will continue to purchase properties to 

add to our housing stock subject to the availability of suitable properties in the market and 

funding being made available by the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and 

Local Government. An approved housing body is currently concluding the purchase of 19-

20 units in Castledermot.  They anticipate that the sale will close in June 2017 and they will 

be in a position to seek nominations from Kildare County Council in July 2017.  A number of 

existing tenants who qualify for social housing will remain in situ. In addition to the above, it 

is understood that some approved housing bodies are considering acquiring units in 

Monasterevin with developers, either through purchase or leasing.  Where we have been 

contacted by an approved housing body with regard to proposals for Monasterevin we have 

assured them of our support. If you are aware of any land or units that may be available to 

purchase either on the open market or through compulsory purchase order in 

Monasterevin, Castledermot or in other settlements across the municipal district please let 

me know as we would be very interested to pursue the acquisition of units where possible. 

 

Councillor Redmond believed that the housing strategy had failed the municipal district. He 

asked how can the council build homes when the policy on compulsory purchase is unclear. 

He stated that this matter should be referred to the Housing Strategic Policy Committee. 

 

Councillor Miley stated that these two towns have second and third generation wanting to 

build homes and this whole issue was getting to crisis point. He welcomed the report and 

information given but he said the crisis would continue as there were no great plans to 

develop in these areas. 

 

Ms Aspell stated that the Housing Strategy covered one third local authority and two thirds 

approved bodies. She stated that approved bodies were active. She stated that apartments 

had been purchased in Castledermot. Ms Aspell asked the members to contact her if they 

were aware of any lands suitable for housing. She stated that she would raise this matter 

again with her Director and it may be an opportune time to re-advertise and seek further 

expression of interest. 
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Councillor Wall asked for the Lease and Repair Scheme to be circulated to him.   

 

The report was noted. 

 

AY18/0517 

Residents Association Grants - Athy Municipal District 

The members considered the Residents Association Grants for the Athy Municipal District. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Dalton, seconded by Councillor Wall that the grants 

be approved. 

 

AY19/0517 

Sewerage Network Planned for Narraghmore and Kilmead 

The District Manager confirmed that the works at Narraghmore were completed.  In regard 

to Kilmead, he said there was positive news in that the developer was making available 

€100,000 to upgrade the plant. He was satisfied that the design would be agreed. He said 

the expectation was that the new treatment plant would be up and running by the end of the 

Summer or Autumn. He was hopeful that the problem would be resolved shortly. 

 

Councillor Keatley thanked the District Manager for all his work in regard to Narraghmore. 

He stated that in regard to the green area, 99% of the green was alright but the edging 

needs to be sorted out and brought to the correct standard. 

 

Councillor Miley stated that the new treatment plant was moving quicker than they had 

anticipated and that was great. 

 

AY20/0517 

St Michael's Cemetery, Athy 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Dalton: 

That measures are introduced in Saint Michael's New Cemetery, Athy to prevent damage to 

graves caused by vehicular traffic through the passageways. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Dalton and seconded by Councillor Wall. 
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A report was received from the Environment Section informing the members that it was 

proposed that additional kerbing and road surfacing works would commence in the 

cemetery over the coming weeks. 

 

Councillor Dalton acknowledged the work carried out in the cemetery so far.  He asked that 

the kerbing be raised or barriers be installed at the older part of the cemetery inside the 

entrance as the graves were being damaged and repairs on these graves have to be 

carried out. 

 

Councillor Wall noted that the District Manager visited the cemetery a while back and 

agreed that good money had been spent on its upkeep. He stated he had spoken with the 

District Manager recently and had asked for an update on the upkeep of the cemetery. 

 

The cathaoirleach stated that graves were being damaged and there would be a financial 

impact on the council in this regard. She stated there was an issue in regard to bins over 

the weekend, in that there were no bins available. She stated that there were issues with 

weeding which was occurring on the footpaths within the cemetery. She asked that this be 

dealt with. 

 

The District Manager stated that the council were about to start phase 3 of the works in the 

cemetery. He said that maintenance works will commence later during the week and that he 

would follow up on the issue of bins. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Dalton, seconded by Councillor Wall that report be 

noted. 

 

AY21/0517 

Erosion of Banks at Barnhill 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Miley: 

That the council do a costing and design on Barnhill to alleviate erosion of the banks, and 

work with the landowners and the community to resolve the issue. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Miley and seconded by Councillor Wall. 

A report was received from the District Engineer informing that members that there are no 

plans or finance available for this work at present.  
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Councillor Miley asked that this matter be referred to Technical Assessment and Advisory 

Group (TAAG) for design and funding. He stated that claybanks had fallen down and the 

area was not acceptable for walkers or people using buggies. He added that public lighting 

also needed to be looked at. 

 

Councillor Wall  supported the motion and agreed to refer to TAAG.  He stated that a long-

term solution was required at this stage. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Miley, seconded by Councillor Wall that this matter 

be referred to TAAG. 

 

AY22/0517 

Community Heritage Grant Scheme Allocation - Athy Municipal District 

The members considered the Community Heritage Grants Scheme Allocation for the Athy 

Municipal District. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Miley, seconded by Councillor Redmond that the 

grants be approved. 

 

AY23/0517 

Completion of Cluain Aoibhinn, Calverstown 

The members decided to take items 23 and 25 together: 

 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Dalton: 

Can an update be given by the Planning and Transport Departments on the completion of 

Cluain Aoibhinn, Calverstown? 

 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Breslin: 

Can an update be given by all relevant sections of the council including Irish Water for the 

taking in charge of Cluain Aoibhinn, Calverstown?  

 

A report was received from the Planning Department informing the members that the 

planning permission for this development limited the level of development permitted until 

the municipal waste water treatment plant in Calverstown was upgraded.  Irish Water has 

confirmed that contract documents for the upgrade works of Calverstown Wastewater 
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Treatment Plant have been prepared and submitted to Irish Water for issue to tender.  It is 

expected that a contractor will be appointed by Irish Water to carry out the proposed 

upgrade works of Calverstown Wastewater Treatment Plant and Irish Water has given an 

indicative date for these works to commence in Quarter 3/Quarter 4 of 2017. The taking in 

charge of Cluain Aoibhinn cannot be considered until the development has been completed 

satisfactorily in accordance with the relevant planning permissions.  The developer will 

remain responsible for all aspects of maintenance until such time as the development has 

been formally taken in charge. 

 

Councillor Dalton stated that he had been contacted by residents associations. He stated 

that in the original reply from Planning, the works were the responsiblity of the Roads 

Department. He stated that he would like to see the estate taken in charge. 

 

The District Engineer stated that there was an issue with the footpath which required land 

acquisition.  

 

The report was noted. 

 

AY24/0517 

Incentives for Housing 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Miley: 

In light of the serious shortage of housing and lack of proposed multiple housing 

developments in the Athy Municipal District, can the council develop any plans or provide 

any incentives to improve this? 

 

A report was received from the Planning Department informing the members that the 

Kildare County Development Plan 2017-2023 was adopted by the members on 1st 

February 2017 and came into operation on the 1st March 2017.  Among other issues dealt 

within the County Development Plan, were County Kildare's Core Strategy, population 

targets and the zoning of lands for various categories of development within the  county.  

The council does not have the powers to provide incentives to private developers to 

encourage the development of housing on privately owned lands. 
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Councillor Miley stated that there were no multiple developments in the Athy Municipal 

District except maybe in Monasterevin. He added that house prices are on the rise and he 

asked whether there were any incentives for the council to reduce the costs for construction 

to take place and perhaps take a more strategic view. 

 

The report was noted. 

 

AY25/0517 

Suspension of Standing Orders 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Keatley and seconded by Councillor Miley that 

standing orders be suspended for fifteen minutes in order to finish the business of the 

meeting. 

 

AY26/0517 

Taking in Charge of the Friary Estate, Castledermot 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Wall: 

Can the council confirm the up to date position with the taking in charge of the Friary 

Estate, Castledermot? 

 

A report was received from the Planning Department  informing the members that a Site 

Resolution Plan for The Friary has been agreed and needs to be implemented before the 

taking in charge can be considered. The Housing department were actively pursuing the 

purchase of a number of housing units in The Friary which would fund the implementation 

of the Site Resolution Plan. However, the council was recently informed that a receiver has 

been appointed to certain assets of L.J.M. Ireland Ltd. The council will contact the receiver 

to establish if the remaining houses and the development at The Friary are among the 

assets that they are appointed to. The council was also informed previously that a liquidator 

was appointed to L.J.M. Ireland Ltd. so this may be a complex issue to resolve.  

 

Councillor Wall noted report but he was not happy that there were no representative from 

Planning  Department to answer any of his questions. He added that this matter was going 

on for over eight years.  
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The District Manager stated that he would pass on Councillor Wall's comments to the 

Planning Department  and he would take it up with the Management Team. 

 

The report was noted. 

 

AY27/0517 

Community/Local Property Tax and Festival Grants for the Athy Municipal District 

The members considered the community/local property tax and festival grants for the Athy 

Municipal District. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Redmond, seconded by Councillor Dalton that 

these grants be approved. 

 

AY28/0517 

To consider receipt of a presentation from Eimear Flood in relation to the new Garda 

Youth Diversion Project in Athy 

The members agreed to defer this matter to the June/July meeting. 

 

AY29/0517 

Skateboard Park - Monasterevin 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Redmond: 

That this municipal district work with the Monasterevin community to establish a skate park. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Redmond and seconded by Councillor Miley. 

 

A report was received from the Senior Executive Parks Superintendent informing the 

members that before a skatepark can be considered, background information would be 

required as to the demand for this facility, number of potential users and potential    

locations and how the facility could be funded. Mr Wallace said he would be happy to 

discuss these aspects with the councillor or the community.  

 

Councillor Redmond stated that he was happy with the response. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Redmond, seconded by Councillor Miley that report 

be noted. 
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AY30/0517 

Provision of suitable sites for potential industrial development in Athy Municipal 

District 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Breslin: 

Following briefing from Conor Simpson, Regional Manager, Industrial Development 

Authority (IDA) that this municipal district follows up on providing suitable sites for potential 

industrial development in the Athy Municipal District. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Breslin and seconded by Councillor Wall. 

 

A report was received from the Head of Enterprise informing the members that the Local 

Enterprise Office will engage with Planning to identify same. 

 

The cathaoirleach stated that the meeting with the IDA was one of the better meetings they 

had attended in the Clanard Court for some time. Mr Simpson gave the members a road 

map to follow through. The cathaoirleach stated that Athy Municipal District had great 

potential and that there were many different bodies which need to be coordinated. The 

cathaoirleach said a follow-up meeting should be arranged with interested parties. 

 

Councillor Wall stated that the members need to develop a town development plan. 

 

Councillor Miley agreed that a town development plan would be a very important document. 

 

Councillor Dalton agreed that the meeting with the IDA was very beneficial on how to 

process and bring in industrial development into the district. 

 

Councillor Keatley stated that the meeting was worthwhile and that there were challenges 

and opportunities to be taken. He stated that this matter should be discussed at the June 

meeting as we need to look at sites and see how to development them. He asked that 

planners be in attendance. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Breslin, seconded by Councillor Wall that this 

matter be discussed at the June meeting and that planners be in attendance. 
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AY31/0517 

Suspension of Standing Orders 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Keatley and seconded by Councillor Miley that 

standing orders be suspended for five minutes in order to finish the business of the 

meeting. 

 

AY32/0517 

Pilot Scheme to provide information pack to New Businesses 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Redmond: 

Can we introduce a pilot scheme whereby new business to our area are given an 

information pack from the council welcoming them into the area and offering support 

through the Local Enterprise Office (LEO) and Chamber of Commerce? 

 

A report was received from the Head of Enterprise informing the members that the Local 

Enterprise Office have started a reach out initiative where the Head of Enterprise had 

written to all newly registered businesses in the county and with the recommendation from 

Councillor Redmond, the Local Enterprise Office would endeavour to extend that now to 

include a relevant information pack. 

 

The report was noted. 

 

AY33/0517  

Vote of Sympathy 

The cathaoirleach offered her condolences to the family and colleagues of the late Ger 

Duff, a former employee of Kildare County Council who died recently and requested a 

minutes silence be observed as a mark of respect.  A minutes silence was observed.   

 

AY34/0517 

Other Business 

The cathaoirleach informed the members that Athy Rugby Club won Club of the Year 

recently and asked that a letter of congratulations would issue to them. 
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The District Manager stated that maintenance works were required at Passlands Cemetery 

and he had to liaise with the Heritage Officer. He stated that these works should be 

completed soon and maybe the community can keep the area in good condition. 

 

The meeting then concluded. 

 


