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Minutes Naas Municipal District Meeting
held at 3:30 pm Tuesday, 08 July 2025
in Naas Library, North Main Street, Naas

Members Present: Councillor S Moore (Mayor), Councillor G Dunne (Deputy Mayor),
Councillors A Breen, F Brett, B Clear, C Kelly.

Apologies: Councillor E Sammon

Officials Present: Mr E Ryan (District Manager), Mr' Y Khan (A/District Engineer),
Mr M McLoughlin (Senior Executive Officer), Mr G Maher (Senior
Executive Officer), Ms O Harvey (Administrative Officer), Ms M
O’Dwyer (Administrative Officer), Mr M Byrne (Staff Officer), Ms E
Cooley (Senior Executive Librarian), Mr L McNeela (Senior
Executive Engineer), Mr C Cosgrove (A/Senior Executive
Architect), Mr C McGahan (Graduate Project Manager), Ms C
Brogan (LPT Coordinator), Ms M Richardson (Meetings

Administrator), Ms K Leslie (Meetings Secretary) and others.

NS01/0725
Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations from the members of pecuniary or beneficial interests under

Section 177 of the Local Government Act 2001, as amended.

NS02/0725
Minutes and Progress Report
The members considered the minutes of the monthly Naas Municipal District meeting held

on 10 June 2025 along with the progress report.

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Kelly and seconded by Councillor Brett that the
minutes of the monthly Naas Municipal District meeting held on 10 June 2025 be confirmed

and taken as read.
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Councillor Moore asked that the council produce copies of any correspondence relating to
the boating slipway on the Corbally Canal. He also sought an update on the former Gas
Works Jetty on the canal in Naas. Regarding the Vacant House Report, he advised that he

had queries in relation to a three-bed house in Naas that was boarded up.

The Meetings Administrator agreed to follow up on these items.

The progress report was noted.
NS03/0725

Municipal Districts Works Programme

Road Resurfacing
The Naas Municipal District Restoration Improvement (RI) and Restoration Maintenance
(RM) Works Programme for 2025 has been developed in line with the 2025 allocation from

the Department of Transport. The following projects are being delivered as part of this

programme:
e R410 Blessington Road (Glending) Construction Stage
e L2007 Straffan Road, Kill Construction Stage
e L2018 Kilteel Road Construction Stage
e R410 Blessington Road Beggars End to Naas Design Stage

The Naas Municipal District Office propose to commence the surface dressing works
programme under Restoration Maintenance (RM) Works Programme for 2025 in June. Road
works will be developed in line with the 2025 allocation from the Department of Transport.

The roads to be improved include:

e 120042 Blackhall, Clane Completed
e 20044 Blackhall, Clane Completed
e L10001 Canal Road, Sallins Completed
e L6030 Punchestown Upper Completed
e L6045 Truss Road, Ballymore Eustace Completed
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Footpaths
LPT Funded Works
The Local Property Tax (LPT / Paid Parking funded Road and Footpath Works Programme

for 2025 is to be agreed by the Naas Municipal District Councillors.

Drainage
The Naas Municipal District Drainage Programme for 2025 will be developed in line with the
2025 allocation from the Department of Transport.
Low-Cost Safety Improvement Works
The Naas Municipal District Safety Improvement Works is based on the 2025 allocation from
the Department of Transport, as follows:

e L2010 — Painstown, Kill

e Ponsonby Bridge, Baronrath, Kill

e Sallins Bypass, Castlesize, Sallins

Councillor Kelly queried what the status was on the traffic survey on the L2019

Arthurstown/Porterstown Road at Rathgorragh.

MrY Khan advised that this had been requested and was intended to be carried out before
September. He informed the members that he was awaiting submissions from them
regarding LPT Funded Works. Councillor Clear suggested the members meet up with the

District Engineer to discuss further.

The report was noted.

NS04/0725
Residual LPT Allocations
The members considered the residual LPT allocations for 2025 for the Naas Municipal
District.
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Clir Kelly Sallins All Stars - All Stars Programme | €2000
provides inclusive opportunities for
children of all abilities. The All Stars
Programme is open to children with
additional needs between ages 5 and
16 years. Programme to run weekly.
Clir Kelly Naas Tidy Towns - Naas Tidy Towns €2000
Project 2025
Cllr Dunne | Monread Football Club — ground €2000

maintenance/repairs, grass

care/drainage
Clir Moore Naas Tidy Towns Project Team for the [ €2000

purchase of equipment for Volunteer

Town Maintenance and Litter

Management

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Moore, seconded by Councillor Kelly and agreed by

all members that the listed residual LPT allocations for 2025 be approved.

NS05/0725
Yellow Box at Saint Corbans Cemetery
The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Dunne.
That the council installs a yellow box at the entrance gate to Saint Corbans Cemetery in
Naas to improve the safety of vehicles entering and exiting the cemetery as parking outside

the entrance gates obstruct the view, causing a safety hazard.

The motion was proposed by Councillor Dunne and seconded by Councillor Clear.

A report was received from the Transport Department informing the members that the Naas
Municipal District Office will review the yellow box marking request in accordance with the
Criteria for the Implementation of Statutory Signing and Lining Measures in County Kildare

and this is subject to need and resources.
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Councillor Dunne noted that he was hoping for a more positive report. He informed the
members that the entrance gate was tight with the protected structure located there, that
sightlines were bad and that people parked on both sides of the gate. He suggested that

perhaps yellow boxes should be installed on both sides.

The members raised the following:
e Improvements on the Dublin Road would feed into this.
e Works suggested in the motion were small, whereas works on the Dublin Road were a
much larger, more long-term project.
e Many elderly people and other vulnerable road users attended funerals here.
e Box junctions were not expensive to install.
e Looking to create a “no parking area” at this location may have been a better

approach.

MrY Khan informed the members that there was no designated parking on either side of the
entrance and that parking here was illegal. He advised that the yellow box request would be

reviewed and that he would revert to the members offline.

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Dunne, seconded by Councillor Clear and agreed by

members that the report be noted.

NS06/0725
Variable Speed Message Signs Kilteel
The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Brett.
That the council provides variable speed message signs on the approach to Kilteel Village

and especially adjacent to the Punchestown Upper Road.
The motion was proposed by Councillor Brett and seconded by Councillor Kelly.
A report was received from the Transport Department informing the members that the Naas

Municipal District Office is carrying out a significant amount of road works in and around the

Kilteel area. Additional road lining has been included in the ongoing works. Due to limited
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funding and resources, request for variable speed message signs cannot be accommodated

at this time.

Councillor Brett informed the members that there was a steep incline and stone verge where
the Punchestown Upper Road met Kilteel Village and that road users were ignoring the
current signage. He noted that installation of ramps in Eadestown last year had been
effective, but that the situation in Kilteel was different as this was a residential area and
ramps could generate a lot of noise. He suggested the possibility of securing future LPT or

some other source of funding.

Councillor Moore queried the permanency of variable speed message signs.

Mr Y Khan informed the members that these signs could be permanent through the usage of
solar panels, but that they could very easily be knocked down by heavy vehicles. He advised

that he would revert to the members with a rough estimation of the cost.

Councillor Kelly noted that the cost for one installed on Sherlockstown Road had been about
€5000.

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Brett, seconded by Councillor Kelly and agreed by

members that the report be noted.

NS07/0725
Safety on the Kill to Kilteel Link Road
The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Breen.
That the council carries out a covert speed survey in conjunction with An Garda Siochana to
establish what traffic calming measures are needed to ensure the safety of local residents on
the Kill to Kilteel Link Road through Blackhill between the Kill and Castlewarden
interchanges. This road which was introduced as a local link road has now become the

preferred route for those motorists wishing to avoid congestion on the N7.

The motion was proposed by Councillor Breen and seconded by Councillor Kelly.
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A report was received from the Transport Department informing the members that this
section of road is approximately 600m long and located in a 50 kph zone that has 50 kph
signs installed at both ends of the 50 kph zone. If the members have evidence/concerns over
speeding, they should report them to An Garda Siochana who are responsible for enforcing

speed limits/rules of the road.

Councillor Breen advised that she was not happy with the report as the two signs currently
installed were not adequate. She had visited local residents here and personally experienced

the difficulty associated with coming out of their driveway due to speeding on this road.

The members raised the following:
e Intervention from An Garda Siochana was the best port of call.
e Could the District Engineer bring concerns back to the Strategic Planning Section in
the Transport Department?

e Could cameras be installed at this location?

Mr M McLoughlin reminded the members that Kildare County Council did not use cameras.

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Breen, seconded by Councillor Kelly and agreed by

members that the report be noted.

NS08/0725
Wheelchair-Accessible Parking Spaces
The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Clear.
That the council refreshes all wheelchair-accessible parking space markings in Naas and

Sallins as many have become worn and some are missing appropriate signage.

The motion was proposed by Councillor Clear and seconded by Councillor Dunne.

A report was received from the Transport Department informing the members that the Naas

Municipal District Office will undertake a comprehensive survey of all wheelchair-accessible

parking spaces in the municipal district area. Following this assessment, line marking and
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appropriate signage will be installed where required to ensure compliance and improved

accessibility.

Councillor Clear welcomed the report and noted that the use of accessible parking spaces by
people who did not require them was completely inappropriate. He commended An Garda

Siochana for their proactive enforcement in relation to this matter.

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Clear, seconded by Councillor Dunne and agreed by

members that the report be noted.

NS09/0725
Yellow Box at Rathasker Heights
The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Clear.
That the council investigates the need for a yellow box at the entrance to Rathasker Heights,

as residents have reported significant traffic build-up on the Kilcullen Road.

The motion was proposed by Councillor Clear and seconded by Councillor Dunne.

A report was received from the Transport Department informing the members that the Naas
Municipal District Office has carried out a junction survey in accordance with the Criteria for
the Implementation of Statutory Signing and Lining Measures in County Kildare. During the
survey, it was observed that there were no signs of queuing at the junction. As such the

provision of a yellow box at the requested junction is not considered appropriate at this time.

Councillor Clear informed the members that it was very difficult for residents to get in and out
and noted that they had not complained when extensive road works were being carried out
on the Kilcullen Road. He questioned the logic of carrying out surveys off peak times as
there were many schools in the area and the main issues were caused by the volume of
movement to and from them. Councillor Kelly queried what numbers would qualify the

provision of a yellow box at a junction.

MrY Khan informed the members that the criteria stated that junction surveys had to be

carried out off peak times and that findings would have to show more than three or four cars
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blocking the entrance. The council had an obligation to follow these standards. He
expressed the importance of keeping the main arteries flowing, meaning that small access

roads could not be prioritised, and that sightlines needed to be considered.

Councillor Clear accepted that this was the criteria.

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Clear, seconded by Councillor Dunne and agreed by

members that the report be noted.

NS10/0725
Preliminary Design for Mill Race Bridge, Naas
The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Moore.
Can the council provide a clear location and time-scale for a preliminary design for a Mill
Race Bridge in Naas identified in the Transport Capital Budget for 2025-20277?

A report was received from the Transport Department informing the members that an
Options Report has been received for this bridge and is currently under review by the Bridge
Team. The preliminary design for improvements at this location will follow in due course and

an update will be provided as appropriate. This bridge is located upstream of Victoria Bridge.

Councillor Moore informed the members that his question and the report provided should be
dismissed as the bridge identified was located in the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District
and should be scrubbed from the Capital Programme. Mr M McLoughlin had advised him
offline that the bridge had been located in the Naas area when it was originally mooted.

Mr M McLoughlin clarified that this project would come under central funding and would not

come out of the Naas Municipal District budget.

The report was noted.
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NS11/0725
Spinal Road through North-West Quadrant of Naas
The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Moore.
Can the council confirm if the previously proposed Spinal Road through the North-West
Quadrant of Naas which has been mooted as a ‘vital objective’ for more than twenty years,

has now been abandoned?

A report was received from the Transport Department informing the members that the
delivery of this objective will be through the Masterplan for the Naas Northwest Quadrant;
the elected members are aware it is currently being prepared. Further updates will be

provided in due course.

Councillor Moore expressed concern that the meetings and seminars he had attended
regarding the masterplan had been choreographed to avoid mentioning the Spinal Road and
wondered whether there was an intention to put forward some alternative plan. He stated the

importance of linking Naas Town with Naas West as people did not want two separate areas.

The District Manager informed the members that consultants were currently drafting the
Masterplan for the Naas Northwest Quadrant and that there would be a consultation period

once it was ready where members could make submissions.

The report was noted.

NS12/0725
Bollards at Basin Street/Abbey Street Junction
The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Brett.
Can the council confirm if it plans to remove the bollards at the Basin Street/ Abbey Street
junction to allow one way access for Canalside residents to their homes when Moat Lane is
blocked by delivery trucks?

A report was received from the Transport Department informing the members that the
closure of the junction of Basin Street and Abbey Street was the subject of a public

consultation process. The result of this initiative has been to significantly improve the safety
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for vulnerable road users at this location, in accordance with the road user hierarchy

published by the Department of Transport and National Transport Authority (NTA).

It is an offence, under the Road Traffic Act 1961, to obstruct traffic on a public road. Any
evidence that this does occur should be provided to An Garda Siochana. There are
designated loading bays close to this location, and should additional facilities be required,
then these can be considered as part of any review of the Parking Bye-Laws, which is a

matter for the elected members.

Councillor Brett informed the members that while he did not disagree with a lot of the content
in the report, the consultation had not identified the pinch points. Trucks making deliveries to
O’Connors Pub were blocking Moat Lane, which could result in a lack of access for an

ambulance to get through in an emergency. He also noted that, due to the weight of delivery,

use of the loading bay was inappropriate across a busy footpath.

Councillor Moore advised that the members had been promised that they would have the
opportunity to give their input when the review on this decision was happening, but that
instead it seemed to have been an internal review. He expressed that the Transport
Department advising people to go to An Garda Siochana was not an adequate answer for

members or for the public.

Mr M McLoughlin noted that the executive were doing their best to work with the members.

The report was noted.

NS13/0725
Part 8 for Social Housing Units at Craddockstown Road, Naas
The members considered the Chief Executives Part 8 report for the proposed development
of 28no. Social Housing units at Craddockstown Road, Naas, Co. Kildare Planning
Reference No. P82025.02.

Minutes Naas Municipal District 08/07/2025 Page 11 of 24



)(‘1 Combhairle Contae Chill Dara

%:@ﬁ/\ Kildare County Council

Mr C Cosgrove gave a presentation to the members on the proposed development, noting

that he was not the Project Architect but that he was familiar with it, and advised them of the

following:

The development would be located on a greenfield site south of the Public Private
Partnership (PPP) site at Eustace Demesne.

There would be a variety of units from one bed apartments to five bed specialist
housing.

Proposed residential density of 33/Ha and 17% Open Space complied with the zoning
recommendations.

Submissions had been received from Councillors Breen and Clear, two prescribed
bodies, four internal departments and two members of the public and had been
addressed accordingly.

A 2m high wall would be constructed to address a key concern raised by residents
living in an adjoining house that the permeability link proposed behind their property
would lead to anti-social behaviour.

The location of the traffic calming ramp could be adjusted to allay concerns that the
proposed location would create difficulties for larger vehicles turning into this property.
A footpath link to Craddockstown Road was not in the plans as works were planned to
develop this road at a later date.

A fence would be placed along the southern boundary rather than removing the

hedges as per a request by the Parks Department.

Councillor Clear proposed that this development should only be approved with the

modification that a footpath link from the new vehicle entrance to the existing vehicle

entrance on the Craddockstown Road be included in the plans as the desire for this had not

been adequately addressed.

The members raised the following:

A private developer would have been required to provide this footpath.

Children moving into this development would require a safe route to school.
Craddockstown Road was used as part of the traditional Walking Sunday route prior
to Punchestown Festival.
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It was a part of the reserve functions of the council to request modifications to a Part 8
proposal.

Concern that if provision of this footpath was left up to the Transport Department in
the future rather than being included in the budget for this housing development, it
would never be delivered due to lack of funding or resources.

Proposed layout where houses were all facing into open spaces similar to estate in
Johnstown which had received very positive feedback.

Great variety of house types.

Would there be services under the hillocks shown in the design?

The District Manager queried whether a Compulsory Purchase Order (CPO) would be

necessary to proceed with the footpath.

Mr C Cosgrove informed the members of the following:

Craddockstown Road was due for an upgrade.

The road was too narrow as it was and could not be narrowed any further.

It may be necessary to CPO neighbouring landowners as this footpath would
encroach on their land and this could mean that the site would not be developed for
some time.

Landowner had previously objected to a similar proposal during the development of
Eustace Demesne.

The hillocks would function as a sustainable surface water drainage system.

The members agreed to approve the scheme without modification to prevent delaying the

delivery of social housing and that they would work together to deliver a footpath in the

future.

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Clear, seconded by Councillor Kelly and agreed by

all members that the Chief Executives Part 8 report for the proposed development of 28no.

Social Housing units at Craddockstown Road, Naas, Co. Kildare be approved.
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NS14/0725
Allocation of Vacant Council Properties
The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Dunne.
Can the council confirm what it proposes to do with vacant council properties in this
municipal district following recent comments from An Tanaiste Simon Harris, that vacant
properties do not need unnecessary upgrades and need only to be warm and meet health

and safety standards to be allocated.

A report was received from the Housing Department informing the members that Kildare
County Council’s Housing Maintenance Department is aware of the recent media comments

made regarding the re-letting of vacant council properties.

The council prioritises the turnaround of vacant dwellings to address housing need within all
municipal districts. Our approach is guided by The Housing (Standards for Rented Houses)
Regulations 2019, which set out the legal standards for rented accommodation. These
include:

e Structural soundness

e Adequate heating, lighting, and ventilation

e Safe and functional electrical and gas installations

e Sanitary facilities in good working order

e Facilities for food preparation and storage

In line with national policy from the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage,
Kildare County Council also actively participates in the Energy Efficiency Retrofitting
Programme (EERP). Where appropriate and subject to available funding, energy efficiency

works may be undertaken in vacant properties prior to re-letting.

Kildare County Council continues to review and adapt its voids management processes to
ensure alignment with evolving national policy and to maximise the availability of social

housing stock to those in need.
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Councillor Dunne accepted the report and noted that there were some long-term vacant
premises in the municipal district and that the possibility that houses could be allocated and

then upgraded as they go would be helpful.

Councillor Moore expressed concern over who decided what constituted adequate heating,

lighting and ventilation.

The report was noted.

NS15/0725
Inscription on Front Wall of Town Hall/Library
The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Breen.
Can the council update the members on the progress to restore the inscription on the front
wall of the Town Hall/Library recording the reconstruction of the building in 1904 by John

Eacret which was agreed from a previous motion?

A report was received from the Library Service informing the members that the procurement
process is now complete and a heritage stonemason company has been selected to carry
out the job. The stonemason has ordered the stone and it will take another 6 - 8 weeks

before it will be delivered to their workshop.

Carving is expected to take 3 weeks to complete and installation on site a further 2 - 3 days.
Estimated completion date is the end of September. The Library Service will inform the

municipal district members once it is completed.

The report was noted.

NS16/0725
Taking in Charge of Whitethorn Village and Elsmore Phase 2, Naas
The members considered the taking in charge of Whitethorn Village and Elsmore Phase 2,

Naas (ref DC9838), details previously circulated.
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Mr L McNeela asked that this item be deferred as a submission had been omitted in error

and the Building and Development Control Team needed time to consider its contents.

The members agreed that this item be deferred.

NS17/0725

Urban Development Zones
The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Moore.
That members now be informed as to the most recent requests received from the Minister for
Housing for increased Land Zonings in Kildare and how this will materialise from the National
Planning Framework via the Regional Planning Authority in the form of new Urban
Development Zones and the role for elected members in this municipal district in identifying
such UDZs.

The motion was proposed by Councillor Moore and seconded by Councillor Clear.

A report was received from the Planning Department informing the members that at the time
of writing, no requests have been received from the Minister for Housing for increased Land
Use Zonings in County Kildare. As previously advised to the Council, all Local Authorities are
awaiting details of revised housing targets following the publication of the first revision of the
National Planning Framework (NPF). It is of importance to note that legislation relating to
Urban Development Zones (Planning and Development Act, 2024) was commenced recently
(06 June 2025) and Kildare County Council are in receipt of a Departmental Circular relating
to same specifically Circular Number; 2025/01 “Identification of Suitable Sites for Potential
Candidate Urban Development Zones”. This circular does not specifically request any
additional or specific land use zonings at this time. The overall aim of the UDZ process under
Part 22 of the Act of 2024 is to provide for an updated and more flexible approach to the
masterplanning and delivery of areas with significant potential for large scale development
and the associated necessary infrastructure, replacing the provisions providing for the
Strategic Development Zone (SDZ) process under Part IX of the Planning and Development
Act 2000. Only Chapters 1 and 2 of Part 22 come into operation from 09 June 2025. Chapter
1 consists of section 596 and Chapter 2 consists of sections 597 to 600. It is anticipated that

the remaining Chapters of Part 22 (providing for matters such as candidate UDZs, planning
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frameworks, development schemes and UDZ designation) will come into effect alongside
Part 3 of the Act of 2024. The role of elected members in the process will be the

consideration of a variation iffwhen same is initiated by the Chief Executive.

The Planning Department are not aware of how the Urban Development Zones will be

addressed in the NPF via the Regional Assembly.

Councillor Moore acknowledged the extensive nature of the report. He noted that currently
the Planning Executive recommended zones to the Minister for approval and only after that
did proposals come before the members and expressed that he would like the opportunity to

be involved and give input the entire way through the process.

Councillor Clear expressed concern that facilities such as creches and public realm spaces
would be taken away. Building blocks of apartments and nothing else could result in the

creation of mini ghettos.

Councillor Brett disagreed with Councillor Clear noting that the housing crisis was ongoing
and that these measures would make apartments more affordable by doing away with over-
the-top safety features. He advised that a change in the volume of construction was needed,

particularly in Kildare.

Mr G Maher advised that he would bring the members’ comments back to the Planning

Department.

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Moore, seconded by Councillor Clear and agreed by

members that the report be noted.

NS18/0725
Taking in Charge of Primrose Gardens
The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Breen.
Can the council update the members on what progress has been made on the taking in charge
of Primrose Gardens and the completion of outstanding estate maintenance?
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A report was received from the Planning Department informing the members that in Q1
2025, Development Control commissioned a substantial package of investigative works
targeting surface and foul water infrastructure. Following this, a design consultant was
appointed to:

e Develop a comprehensive design solution addressing the identified defects and
solution for surface water attenuation.

e Assess the feasibility of decommissioning the existing foul pumping station and its
associated infrastructure by exploring the possibility of connecting to the gravity sewer
on the Southern Ring Road.

e Prepare tender documentation for the proposed remedial works.

Upon completion of the design phase, the Development Control Legacy Team plans to

proceed with tendering for priority works identified through this process.

Councillor Breen queried what the timeline was.

Councillor Moore sought clarification on whether surface water and foul water were within

the remit of the council.

Mr L McNeela advised that the design would be completed by the following week and that he
was hopeful that a contractor would be appointed by the end of the year. He informed the

members that foul water in estates that were yet to be taken in charge was within the remit of
the council. Surface water drainage was within the remit of the council regardless of taking in

charge status.

The report was noted.

NS19/0725
Provision of New Schools
The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Clear.
Can the members be informed of any sites currently being purchased by the Department of
Education for the provision of new schools in Naas, Sallins, Kill, and Johnstown, given the

substantial increase in population and development in these areas?
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A report was received from the Planning Department informing the members that as advised
at the Elected Members briefing on 22 January 2025, the provision (acquisition, design and
construction) and progression of school places through the delivery of specific projects is a
matter wholly for the Department of Education. Kildare County Council, or any local authority
for that matter, has no direct role in the purchase of sites and/or delivery of such projects
save for ensuring sufficient lands are zoned in each settlement and the subsequent

assessment of planning applications, including all technical submissions therein.

Councillor Clear noted his surprise that the council had no involvement in this process
considering they zone the sites and that he had been seeking clarity on a rumour that a site

was being purchased in Naas for a much-needed secondary school.

The report was noted.

NS20/0725
Feasibility Study for Naas to Dunlavin Greenway
The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Clear.
Can the council confirm what plans are in place to initiate the feasibility study for the Naas to

Dunlavin Greenway agreed in the Naas Local Area Plan?

A report was received from the Planning Department informing the members that this is not

on the Planning Work Programme.

Councillor Clear informed the members that his understanding had been that this feasibility

study was to happen and that he would go back and investigate further.

The report was noted.

NS21/0725
Social Infrastructure Elements of Supplementary Development Contributions Scheme
The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Moore.
Can the council confirm what the official Kildare County Council position would be if

members agreed to request the Ministers for Finance, Housing and Local Government to
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introduce the consideration of the provision of ‘social infrastructure’ elements of “sports
land, sports buildings and capacity building supports”, into Sections 48 & 49 of the
Supplementary Development Contributions Scheme, to assist the already bulging populated
towns like Naas that are experiencing such shortages within their communities, whilst huge

new housing programmes are planned for each?

A report was received from the Planning Department informing the members that Section
584 of the Planning and Development Act 2024 which is due to be commenced on a phased
basis over the next 12 months sets out the provisions for the preparation of Development
Contribution Schemes. The Act defines “public infrastructure and facilities” as

(a) the acquisition of land for one or more than one of the purposes referred to in paragraphs
(b) to (n),

(b) the provision of open spaces, recreational and community facilities and
landscaping works,

(c) the provision of roads, car parks, car parking places, surface water sewers and flood
relief work,

(d) the provision of bus corridors and lanes, bus interchange facilities (including car parks for
those facilities), infrastructure to facilitate public transport, cycle and pedestrian facilities and
traffic calming measures,

(e) the refurbishment, upgrading, enlargement or replacement of roads, car parks, car
parking places, surface water sewers and flood relief work,

(f) the provision of high-capacity telecommunications infrastructure, such as broadband,

(g) the provision of sites for schools and other educational facilities, including
childcare facilities,

(h) infrastructure, pertaining to aspects of the natural and built environment relating to land,
that provides ecosystemic and social benefits, including infrastructure to support
decarbonisation and the reduction of anthropogenic greenhouse gases,

(i) infrastructure, pertaining to aspects of the natural and built environment relating to water,
waterways and water bodies, that provide ecosystemic and social benefits, including
infrastructure such as flood defences and sustainable water management solutions,

(j) works relating to the character and amenity of areas to which the public have access such
as roads, footpaths, lanes, parks, squares, open spaces and building facades,
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(k) the provision of sites for facilities for the social, economic, recreational, cultural,
environmental or general development of the community,

() the provision of sites for facilities for the elderly and for persons with disabilities,

(m) facilities (including programmes) relating to education, training or skills development in
connection with the provision of employment opportunities for the community in conjunction
with an established educational authority or institution, and

(n) any infrastructure or amenities ancillary to any of the matters referred to in paragraphs (b)

to (m);

Having regard to the foregoing, it is not considered necessary to request further provisions in
the Act.

Councillor Moore noted that the report was extensive and rewarding and that his only

concern was that this legislation was not fully sanctioned yet.

The report was noted.

NS22/0725
Taps at Saint Corbans Cemetery
The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Dunne.
That the council installs extra taps at Saint Corbans Cemetery in Naas where at present

there are three taps and all are positioned at the top of each section.

The motion was proposed by Councillor Dunne and seconded by Councillor Moore.

A report was received from the Environment Department informing the members that
existing taps are deemed to be sufficient. Installation of additional taps will come at a cost
(trenching, civils works, piping, site safety work, etc.), funding for which has not been
identified.

Councillor Dunne disagreed with the report that one tap was sufficient as it was a long way
for elderly people to carry water from the top to the bottom. He queried what the cost would

be to install a tap and suggested finding a source of funding in the future.

Minutes Naas Municipal District 08/07/2025 Page 21 of 24



Combhairle Contae Chill Dara

$=% Kildare County Council

T

Councillor Clear suggested the use of water butts as an alternative, which could be provided

using Climate Action funding.

Mr M Byrne advised that he would revert to Councillor Dunne offline regarding costing and

that he would bring suggestions back to the Senior Executive Engineer.

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Dunne, seconded by Councillor Moore and agreed

by members that the report be noted.

NS23/0725
Overflow Manhole in Kill Village
The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Brett.
That the council engages with Uisce Eireann to remedy the serious Health and Safety issue
in Kill Village where an overflow manhole located adjacent the Kill River allows untreated

sewage to flow directly into the river.

The motion was proposed by Councillor Brett and seconded by Councillor Kelly.

A report was received from the Environment Department informing the members that
emergency and storm water overflows are licenced by the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) as part of the Upper Liffey Regional Sewerage Scheme and Uisce Eireann are

required to report such overflows to the EPA.

Overflows from manholes on the network will be investigated by the Environment Section

when reported.

Councillor Brett informed the members of the following:

e Sewage from the combined system in the village was flowing into the river, which
would flow into overflow pipes when there was heavy rain, which would then back up
into residents’ driveways.

e Water from the river was extracted in Leixlip for drinking water.

e The culvert under the N7 was supposed to be widened, but this work was never done.

e He would contact the EPA directly.
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Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Brett, seconded by Councillor Kelly and agreed by

members that the report be noted.

NS24/0725
Tipper Church and Graveyard
The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Breen.
That the council take over the responsibility for the maintenance and upkeep of Tipper Church

and Graveyard.

The motion was proposed by Councillor Breen and seconded by Councillor Dunne.

A report was received from the Environment Department informing the members that the
Tipper Graveyard is one of many similar old and closed graveyards dotted throughout the

county.

Graveyards such as this are typically maintained by local community groups. The council
supports these groups through burial ground maintenance grants. This grant helps towards
the cost of the groups' activities, which may include grass cutting, planting, weed control and

the maintenance of gates and walls.

The church/graveyard may be eligible for grants to support its preservation and
enhancement. Kildare County Council offers various heritage grants for community projects,
including those related to graveyards. The Community Heritage Grants Scheme is a

potential avenue for funding.

Councillor Breen informed the members that this very historic graveyard was once owned by
the Sutton family and queried who owned and maintained it now. She also asked if it was

possible for the council to take it over.

Mr M Byrne advised that he did not know who the current landowners were, and that private
graveyards were typically maintained by community groups. He noted that it would not be
typical for the council to take over a graveyard like this and suggested bringing it to the

attention of the Heritage Team.
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Councillor Brett informed the members of the following:
e A community group was maintaining the graveyard now but nobody had been
maintaining it for a period of 30-40 years which had resulted in overgrowth.
e LPT money was allocated last year tied in with Tipperkevin Graveyard.
e A contractor was lined up to mulch what was there and cut what was left.
e 40% of the church was inaccessible due to growth of blackthorn, etc.

e The old entrance was not wide enough for a machine to get in.

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Breen, seconded by Councillor Dunne and agreed

by all members that the report be noted.

The meeting concluded.
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