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Minutes Naas Municipal District Meeting 

held at 3:30 pm Tuesday, 09 September 2025 

in the Council Chamber, Áras Chill Dara, Naas 

 

Members Present:  Councillor S Moore (Mayor), Councillor G Dunne (Deputy Mayor), 

Councillors A Breen, F Brett, B Clear, C Kelly, E Sammon. 

 

Officials Present:  Mr E Ryan (District Manager), Mr Y Khan (A/District Engineer), 

Ms N Smullen (A/Administrative Officer), Mr D Hodgins (Senior 

Engineer), Ms P Jennings (Staff Officer), Ms O Harvey 

(Administrative Officer), Ms M O’Dwyer (Administrative Officer), 

Mr M Byrne (Staff Officer), Mr L McNeela (Senior Executive 

Engineer), Ms C Brogan (LPT Coordinator), Ms M Richardson 

(Meetings Administrator), Ms K Leslie (Meetings Secretary) and 

others. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

The Mayor welcomed everyone to the September monthly meeting of the Naas Municipal 

District and invited the District Manager to comment on the acquisition of St. David’s Castle, 

Naas. 

 

The District Manager informed the members that funding had been secured through the 

Urban Regeneration and Development Fund (URDF) and that approval had been received in 

principle to proceed with the purchase of St. David’s Castle. The acquisition was currently 

going through the conveyancing process. 

 

The members raised the following: 

 

• What would the total cost be? 

• What percentage of the total cost would the members need to contribute? 

• Could extra costs arise which were not covered by the URDF? 

• A large number of suggestions for future uses had been received from members of 

the public. 
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• The potential for the castle to be turned into a museum. 

 

The District Manager informed the members that he was unsure what the total cost of the 

purchase would be. The URDF would cover 75% of the cost, and the members would need 

to contribute the remaining 25%. He advised that a conservation architect would be 

appointed by the council to assess the site and determine the scope of works needed. 

 

The Mayor informed the members that he had attended the Life Credit Union Community 

Awards and commended their initiative in supporting local community groups. He also 

attended the Taste of Kildare as well as the McAuley Place 1000 Golf Ball Drop and Family 

Fun Day, which had managed to raise nearly €40,000. 

 

The Deputy Mayor informed the members that he had attended the Riverview Family Fun 

Day, which had served as a launch for their new residents’ association. Members of An 

Garda Síochána and representatives from the Housing Department were present. He hoped 

to contribute LPT to assist with various future events being set up by the group. 

 

NS01/0925 

Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations from the members of pecuniary or beneficial interests under 

Section 177 of the Local Government Act 2001, as amended.  

 

NS02/0925 

Minutes and Progress Report 

The members considered the minutes of the monthly and annual Naas Municipal District 

meetings held on 08 July 2025 and the minutes of the special Naas Municipal District 

meeting held on 25 July 2025, along with the progress report. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Kelly and seconded by Councillor Brett that the 

minutes of the monthly and annual Naas Municipal District meetings held on 08 July 2025 

and the special Naas Municipal District meeting held on 25 July 2025 be confirmed and 

taken as read. 
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The progress report was noted. 

 

NS03/0925 

Municipal Districts Works Programme 

The members received an update on the Municipal District Road Works Programme. 

Naas Municipal District Roadworks Update – September 2025 

Road Resurfacing 

The Naas Municipal District Restoration Improvement (RI) and Restoration Maintenance 

(RM) work programme for 2025 has been developed in line with the 2025 allocation from the 

Department of Transport. The following projects are being delivered as part of this 

programme: 

 

• R410 Blessington Road (Glending)                                     Completed 

• L2007 Straffan Kill Road                                                     Construction Stage  

• L2018 Kilteel Road                                                              Completed 

• R410 Blessington Road Beggars End to Naas                   Construction Stage 

• L3013 Ballymore Eustace Roundabout                              Tender Stage 

• Oakfield Heights                                                                 Tender Stage 

• Patrician Avenue                                                                Tender Stage 

 

The Naas Municipal District Office proposes to commence the surface dressing works 

programme under Restoration Maintenance (RM) works programme for 2025 in June. Road 

works will be developed in line with the 2025 allocation from the Department of Transport. 

The roads to be improved include: 

 

• L20042 Blackhall, Clane                                                        Completed 

• L20044 Blackhall, Clane                                                        Completed 

• L10001 Canal Road, Sallins                                                  Completed 

• L6030 Punchestown Upper                                                   Completed 

• L6045 Truss Road, Ballymore Eustace                                 Completed 
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Footpaths 

LPT Funded Works 

The Local Property Tax (LPT) / Paid Parking funded road, and footpath works programme 

for 2025 is agreed by the Naas Municipal District Councillors. The following projects are 

being delivered as part of this programme: 

 

• Woodlands, Naas - Footpaths                                                Tender Stage 

• Rathasker Heights – Roads                                                    Tender Stage 

• The Stables, Kill – Kerbs                                                         Tender Stage 

• Poplar Square – Lawlors – Footpaths                                     Tender Stage 

• Moat Lane Painted Footpaths                                                  Completed 

• Our Lady’s Place/Sarto Road - Roads                                     Design Stage 

• Aylmer Park, Naas – Footpaths                                               Design Stage 

 

Drainage 

The Naas Municipal District drainage programme for 2025 will be developed in line with the 

2025 allocation from the Department of Transport. The following project is being delivered as 

part of this programme: 

• Ballymore Eustace Main Street – Surface Drainage                 Tender Stage 

 

Low-Cost Safety Improvement Works 

The Naas Municipal District Safety Improvement Works is based on the 2025 allocation from 

the Department of Transport, as follows: 

• L2010 – Painstown, Kill 

• Ponsonby Bridge, Baronrath, Kill 

• Sallins Bypass Castlesize, Sallins 

 

Councillor Moore advised that he and Councillor Dunne wished to meet with the District 

Engineer in Ballycane to discuss the need for improvement works in the area. He also 

queried whether funding was available for the Low-Cost Safety Improvement Works listed. 

 

Mr Y Khan advised that he would be happy to meet with the members at the proposed 

location, and that this funding was available. 



  
_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________
Minutes Naas Municipal District 09/09/2025                                                Page 5 of 25  

Councillor Clear informed the members that he had tried numerous times to find an 

appropriate allocation for his LPT funding and queried whether funds could be allocated to a 

pedestrian crossing, proposing a location at Elmwood on the Blessington Road. Councillor 

Sammon noted that she had previously allocated LPT to a pedestrian crossing on the Dublin 

Road. Councillor Clear advised that he would discuss further with the Active Travel Team to 

seek approval for this particular site. 

 

The report was noted. 

 

NS04/0725 

Residual LPT Allocations 

The members considered the residual LPT allocations for 2025 for the Naas Municipal 

District. 

 

Councillor Description Amount 

F Brett Transfer of €4000 from €6000 allocated 

to Kill Scouts in 2024 to Ballymore 

Development Group for restoration 

works at Tipper Graveyard 

€4000 

 

F Brett Kill Music and Drama Society €2500 for 

the staging of shows/plays 

€2500 

F Brett Liam Óg O’Flynn – funding to support 

weekend festival at the end of October 

€2000 

G Dunne  Liam Óg O’Flynn – funding to support 

weekend festival at the end of October 

€1000 

 

C Kelly Liam Óg O’Flynn – funding to support 

weekend festival at the end of October 

€1000 

 

C Kelly National Services Day to recognise the 

Front-Line Emergency Security 

€1000 

 

S Moore Liam Óg O’Flynn – funding to support 

weekend festival at the end of October 

€2000 

 

B Clear Liam Óg O’Flynn – funding to support 

weekend festival at the end of October 

€1000 
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B Clear Ban na Gréine – planting of flowers €500 

E Sammon Kildare Sports Partnership €1900 

 

Councillor Brett passed on thanks to the members from the Féile Liam O’Flynn committee. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Brett, seconded by Councillor Kelly and agreed by 

all members that the listed residual LPT allocations for 2025 be approved. 

 

NS05/0925 

Update from Sustainable Transport Section 

The members received an update from the Senior Engineer of the Sustainable Transport 

Section. 

 

Mr D Hodgins, Senior Engineer, gave a presentation to the members and provided the 

following information: 

 

• A breakdown of the staffing and specific roles of the teams within the Sustainable 

Transport Section. 

• A new Road Safety and Sustainable Transport Officer had been appointed.  

• The large turnover of staff was posing difficulties for the team.  

• Active Travel was funded by the National Transport Authority (NTA) and there was a 

huge demand for centralised funding. 

• There had been a 600% increase in average grant drawdown per annum. 

• An outline of pertinent strategic policies which included the UN Sustainable 

Development Goals, the National Planning Framework, the Climate Action Plan and 

the NTA Transport Strategy, along with National and County Development Plans and 

Local Area Plans. 

• Unnecessary car journeys needed to be reduced. 

• It was imperative to show leadership in this area on national, county and municipal 

district levels.  
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• An outline of initiatives including BusConnects, Strategic Park and Ride, Regional 

Core Bus Corridors, and strategies for various public transport networks.  

• Projects listed on the NTA Capital Active Travel Grant Programme 2025 within the 

Naas Municipal District. 

• There was an allocation in the Capital Programme for non NTA-funded projects.  

 

The members raised the following: 

 

• The team had their work cut out for them to deliver on goals by 2030. 

• Commutes using public transport were often far longer than they were when driving. 

• Joined-up public transport infrastructure was not currently there. 

• Good to see Gallops Avenue included. 

• Disappointed Kill to Naas was not listed but understood this road could not be 

touched until after the Gallops Avenue project. 

• Active Travel Schemes took a long time to deliver. 

• The Sallins Active Travel Scheme had been promised in 2021 but had yet to 

progress.  Members were advised that a preliminary design for this scheme would be 

ready in Q3 of 2025, but this had yet to be made available. 

• Since shorter routes were meant to be the priority, the Sallins Active Travel Scheme 

would help deliver on this with improved access from Sallins to Tesco for shopping, as 

well as for children cycling to school in Millenium Park. 

• NTA funding would not scratch the surface. 

• The completion of the Naas to Sallins Greenway was sorely needed but they were 

advised they could not put LPT towards it as it was within the remit of Waterways 

Ireland. 

• Footpaths were falling apart on the Dublin Road. 

• A bus stop was needed on the Blessington Road to facilitate the increasing number of 

residents, as this road was not suitable for walking or cycling. 

• The strategies outlined in the presentation included many restrictions with no 

alternatives. 
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Mr D Hodgins advised of the following: 

 

• The team did not underestimate the scale of the challenge. 

• However, significant progress had been made in recent years. The council had only 

drawn down €100,000 a year in Traffic Management Grants a few years ago and 

funding had increased significantly to €10m per annum. 

• Having a full staff compliment with greater retention of experienced staff would greatly 

improve things. 

• The aspiration was to provide a fully connected active travel network in the municipal 

district connecting Kill to Piper’s Hill, Naas to Sallins and Naas to Newbridge. This 

was very dependent on NTA funding. 

• The members could help by communicating to the Government about the excellent 

job being done in Kildare and that the council had developed a proven track record of 

delivering projects when they had the investment from the NTA. 

• The Sallins Active Travel Scheme could be completed faster with a more sizeable 

allocation and staff resources.  A copy of the draft preliminary design for the Sallins 

Active Travel Scheme had been received from the consultant the previous day and it 

would be shared with the members once it had been approved by the NTA. 

• Public transport networks and connectivity were improving. 

• Blessington Road was being looked at to identify suitable bus stop locations. 

 

The presentation concluded. 

 

The members agreed to take items 6, 7 and 8 together. 

 

NS06/07/08/0925 

Issues on the Kilcullen Road, Naas 

Item 6 

The members considered the following joint motion in the names of Councillors Kelly, 

Sammon, Breen, Moore and Dunne.  

That the Kildare County Council presents the members of the Naas Municipal District with 

options to improve visibility of the raised kerbs on the Kilcullen Road, Naas.   
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The motions were proposed by Councillor Kelly and seconded by Councillor Brett. 

 

A report was received from the Transport Department informing the members that with 

regard to the design of the Kilcullen Road Active Travel Scheme, the scheme has been 

designed by competent designers and built to specification by the contractors. The scheme’s 

design was approved by the National Transport Authority (NTA) and was the subject of 

independent Road Safety Audits. Based on these technical inputs, Kildare County Council is 

satisfied that the scheme is consistent with national design standards.    

 

The cycle track is segregated from vehicular traffic to enhance the safety for cyclists. Three 

designated crossing points (controlled and uncontrolled) have been provided for pedestrians 

between the Ballymore Road Junction and Murtagh’s Corner.   

 

The height of the kerbs is such that their visibility has not been raised as a concern in any of 

the independent Road Safety Audits. Nonetheless, Kildare County Council has appointed a 

consultant to independently review the interaction of the public with the scheme.  

 

Item 7 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Brett.  

That the council installs a pedestrian crossing at the dropped kerbs/tactile paving location on 

the Ballymore Road, Naas adjacent to Swan’s to ensure a safe crossing area for 

pedestrians. 

 

A report was received from the Transport Department informing the members that with 

regard to the design of the Kilcullen Road Active Travel Scheme, the scheme has been 

designed by competent designers and built to specification by the contractors. The scheme’s 

design was approved by the National Transport Authority (NTA) and was the subject of 

independent Road Safety Audits. Based on these technical inputs, Kildare County Council is 

satisfied that the scheme is consistent with national design standards.    

Nevertheless, Kildare County Council has appointed a consultant to independently review 

the interaction of the public with the scheme. The issue raised in the motion is one of those 

being considered by the consultants. 
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Item 8 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Clear. 

That, given the mounting number of trips, particularly among older people, the council makes 

safe the Kilcullen Road, Naas by painting the raised kerbs in a more visible colour and 

providing for the installation of a zebra crossing from Swan’s to SuperValu.  

 

A report was received from the Transport Department informing the members that with 

regard to the design of the Kilcullen Road Active Travel Scheme, the scheme has been 

designed by competent designers and built to specification by the contractors. The scheme’s 

design was approved by the National Transport Authority (NTA) and was the subject of 

independent Road Safety Audits. Based on these technical inputs, Kildare County Council is 

satisfied that the scheme is consistent with national design standards.    

 

The cycle track is segregated from vehicular traffic to enhance the safety for cyclists. Three 

designated crossing points (controlled and uncontrolled) have been provided for pedestrians 

between the Ballymore Road Junction and Murtagh’s Corner.  

 

The height of the kerbs is such that their visibility has not been raised as a concern in any of 

the independent Road Safety Audits. Nevertheless, Kildare County Council has appointed a 

consultant to independently review the interaction of the public with the scheme. The 

crossing issue raised in the motion is one of those being considered by the consultants.  

 

Councillor Moore thanked Mr D Hodgins for meeting with the councillors the previous week 

on this matter. 

 

The members raised the following: 

• This was a welfare issue which had lead to up to forty incidents and had caused 

injuries such as broken bones. 

• This scheme was not age friendly. 

• Could the kerbs be painted or delineated in some way? 

• Could the kerbs be replaced by continuous cemented lanes similar to the cycle lanes 

on the John Devoy Road on the approach to Áras Chill Dara? 

• Could the kerbs be removed altogether? 
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• Was this scheme designed in accordance with the guidelines from 2011 or 2023? 

• The NTA road user hierarchy put pedestrians as the highest priority, but they were the 

ones getting injured. 

• The reports outlined that this scheme was safe but that was not the lived experience 

of the public. 

• These were problems that needed to be engineered away. 

• Could yellow boxes be placed at locations such as the entrance to Supervalu, St. 

David’s Boxing Club, or St. Michael’s Terrace? 

• Were there any other options available to address this issue? 

 

Mr D Hodgins informed the members of the following: 

 

• He was aware of the issues and unfortunate accidents. 

• Needed to accurately determine the reasons to ensure any intervention made things 

better rather than worse. 

• It was sometimes unclear to motorists that they were approaching a pedestrian 

crossing at Loch Buí. 

• Pedestrians were crossing diagonally rather than using the crossings on this road as 

designed. 

• A raised crossing from Supervalu to Swans on the Green was being considered to 

stop motorists from blocking pedestrian access when stopping at the junction. 

• A pedestrian crossing on the Kilcullen Road at Swans on the Green was being 

considered subject to business needs. 

• Traffic calming measures from the Lakes to the Kilcullen Road were being considered 

as cars were approaching the junction at too high a speed. 

• They were considering painting the cycle lane red. 

• A first draft of the report from the independent review had been received and they had 

met with the NTA on site. 

• By tracking the way pedestrians interacted with this street, there were lessons to be 

learned here both for Kildare County Council and beyond. 

• Another meeting would be organised with the members in 6-8 weeks to discuss this 

matter. 
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Councillor Moore advised that he may seek Special Meetings in the future for big subjects 

such as this. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Kelly, seconded by Councillor Brett and agreed by 

members that the reports be noted.   

 

NS09/0925 

Ramp on the Punchestown Road 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Brett.  

That the council changes the ramp to a raised platform on the Punchestown Road at 

Johnstown to alleviate noise pollution in the adjoining cottages.  

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Brett and seconded by Councillor Sammon.  

 

A report was received from the Transport Department informing the members that due to 

limited resources, at this time it is not possible to deliver this project. This project may be 

considered in the 2026 programme subject to budget availability.  

 

Councillor Brett informed the members that a trucking company had hired a premises nearby 

which was creating noise pollution in the early morning. He suggested that an easier slope 

could slow down the trucks and make the road safer. Councillor Moore requested that 

reports be more explanatory and queried what the costs would be. 

 

Mr D Hodgins advised that resources also related to staff. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Brett, seconded by Councillor Sammon and agreed 

by members that the report be noted.  

  

NS10/0925 

Stop Sign at the Sallins Canal Bridge 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Breen.  
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That the council installs a stop sign at the bottom exit of the Ramp Road on the right-hand 

side of the Sallins Canal Bridge onto L2005 and that any other necessary traffic calming 

measures are installed that will discourage speeding down this ramp.  

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Breen and seconded by Councillor Kelly.  

 

A report was received from the Transport Department informing the members that the 

proposed Sallins Grand Canal Greenway Link Scheme was the subject of a statutory public 

consultation process in 2024 and details, including the submissions, reports and outcome 

are included at: 

https://consult.kildarecoco.ie/en/consultation/part-8-proposed-sallins-grand-canal-greenway-

link.     

 

A decision to postpone the closure of the ramp referenced in this motion was agreed by the 

elected members, against the advice of the Executive. 

 

Speed is not the root problem at this location. The continued use of the link by motorised 

vehicles is the matter of most importance as the structure is not fit for the purpose of carrying 

motorised vehicles. It severs access across the Canal Bridge for people with mobility 

difficulties, as the gradient of the crossing is not suitable for wheelchair users and elderly 

pedestrians.  

 

Proposals for the Sallins Village Active Travel Scheme are being developed, and this 

scheme will include amendments to the ramp, similar to those proposed previously. Details 

of these amendments are not available at this time. 

 

Councillor Breen informed the members that she was looking for signage at this location. 

Councillor Clear clarified that the members had not wanted to stop this project altogether, but 

to phase it. Councillor Kelly noted that a case had been made at the time that both ramps 

could not be closed at the same time. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Breen, seconded by Councillor Kelly and agreed by 

members that the report be noted.   

https://consult.kildarecoco.ie/en/consultation/part-8-proposed-sallins-grand-canal-greenway-link
https://consult.kildarecoco.ie/en/consultation/part-8-proposed-sallins-grand-canal-greenway-link
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NS11/0925 

Pedestrian Crossing on Monread Avenue 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Dunne.  

That the council puts in place warning signs to make motorists aware of upcoming 

pedestrian crossing on Monread Avenue in Naas where the crossing at the shopping centre 

is particularly in need of attention.  

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Dunne and seconded by Councillor Clear. 

 

A report was received from the Transport Department informing the members that driving 

from Sallins Road onto Monread Avenue, a pedestrian crossing sign is in place. Driving from 

Monread Road towards the pedestrian crossing a pedestrian crossing sign will be installed in 

due course. 

 

Councillor Dunne suggested that perhaps painting could be done on the roads to highlight 

the crossing. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Dunne, seconded by Councillor Clear and agreed by 

members that the report be noted.   

 

NS12/0925 

Yellow Lines at Entrance Road of Oldbridge, Sallins 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Kelly.  

That the council applies a single yellow line (Section 38) along the entrance road of 

Oldbridge, Sallins.  

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Kelly and seconded by Councillor Breen. 

 

A report was received from the Transport Department informing the members that the Naas 

Municipal District Office will assess the entrance road to Oldbridge, Sallins, for double yellow 

lines within the set criteria for the implementation of statutory signing and lining measures in 

Co. Kildare. 
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Councillor Kelly clarified that her motion should have read double yellow lines, which the 

report had correctly identified. She noted that she had received an email signed by a large 

number of residents asking for this to be put in place. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Kelly, seconded by Councillor Breen and agreed by 

members that the report be noted.   

 

NS13/0925 

Verge Trimming on Walking Roads 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Brett. 

Can the council update members on a programme of verge trimming on known walking 

roads in the municipal district now that the cutting/trimming season is with us? 

 

A report was received from the Transport Department informing the members that the Naas 

Municipal District Office has a very limited budget for hedge cutting/verge cutting. Works on 

public roads and junctions are prioritised. Under Section 70 of the Roads Act 1993, hedges 

which border the public road and are creating a hazard to road users at private landholdings 

shall be the duty of the landowner to take all reasonable measures to ensure as far as 

reasonably practicable, the safety of persons using a public road.  

 

Councillor Brett informed the members that there were a number of public roads around 

towns which were not the responsibility of private landowners where hedges had overgrown 

with nettles and pedestrians were forced to walk in the middle of the road. 

 

The report was noted. 

 

NS14/0925 

Section 38 for Osberstown Court and Park, Sallins 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Kelly.  

Can this council be informed of the next stages to the Section 38 for Osberstown Court and 

Park, Sallins? 
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A report was received from the Transport Department informing the members that the Naas 

Municipal District Office is carrying out surveys at Osberstown Court and Park, for double 

yellow lines within the set criteria for the implementation of statutory signing and lining 

measures in Co. Kildare.  

 

The report was noted. 

 

NS15/0925 

Traffic Assessment on the L2019 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Kelly.  

Can this council be informed if the traffic assessment on the L2019, from the R410 to 

Arthurstown has been carried out?  

 

A report was received from the Transport Department informing the members that two traffic 

counters are currently out on the L2019 this week. These counters will be out onsite for a 

week and will then need to be downloaded. The traffic count information will be provided 

once the counters have been taken in and the data processed. 

 

Councillor Kelly queried whether the information would be available by the October meeting 

of the Naas Municipal District. 

 

Mr Y Khan advised that he would look into this and revert to the members. 

 

The report was noted. 

 

NS16/0925 

Encampment at Sallins/Osberstown Aqueduct Compound 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Moore. 

Can the council confirm why it has allowed the movement of a number of mobile homes and 

caravans into its Sallins/Osberstown Aqueduct compound, after it had earlier made a 

commitment to secure the site from such unofficial intrusions and can it make a statement on 

reports of the future use of this compound as a new Halting Site?  
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A report was received from the Transport Department informing the members that the 

Municipal District Office confirmed they would assist in securing the site once the Housing 

Department confirmed that the encampment had moved off site. The site in question is a 

pumping station and the Transportation Department have no other proposals for the use of 

this site. 

 

A report was also received from the Housing Department informing the members that a court 

order was issued on Thursday, 31 July 2025, directing the occupants to vacate the site 

within 48 hours of service. The order was served on Thursday, 07 August 2025, requiring the 

occupants to leave within 48 hours.  

 

Kildare County Council’s legal representatives are currently preparing the necessary 

documentation to initiate an application for attachment and committal. However, due to the 

annual court recess during August and September, the application cannot be submitted until 

the courts resume full operations in October 2025. 

 

The report was noted. 

 

NS17/0925 

Future Use of St. David’s Castle 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Breen.  

Can the council confirm what plans it has for the development and future use of St. David’s 

Castle, curtilage and grounds following its purchase? 

 

A report was received from the Housing Department informing the members that BDP 

Consultants are tasked with delivering a Town Renewal Masterplan for Naas and it is 

expected to be completed in 2026. The purchase of St. David’s Castle will now form part of 

the analysis undertaken to develop the Masterplan and the emerging project proposals.  

 

Councillor Breen noted that Naas was a county town with no museum and suggested that 

the castle be turned into a historic area, similar to Barryscourt Castle in Cork. Councillor 

Moore suggested that perhaps community groups could write into the council with their 

suggestions. Councillor Breen advised that many had already done this. 
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The report was noted. 

 

NS18/0925 

Purchase of the Alms House, Naas 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Breen.  

Can the members be updated on the purchase of the Alms House, Naas and its intended 

future use? 

 

A report was received from the Housing Department informing the members that the transfer 

of this property to Kildare County Council from the St. Vincent de Paul is currently being 

processed by solicitors acting on behalf of both parties.  

 

It is anticipated that the Alms House will be used for housing purposes. 

 

The report was noted. 

 

NS19/0925 

Affordable Housing in Naas 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Clear. 

Can the council provide an update on the current status of the Land Development Agency 

lands currently under construction in Naas to include the cost of the affordable housing of 

each house type delivered on the site and how these costs are being calculated?  

 

A report was received from the Housing Department informing the members of the following: 

 

Land Development Agency – Naas Site Overview  

The Land Development Agency (LDA) is currently progressing construction works on its site 

in Naas, which will deliver a total of 219 residential units. The development includes a mix of 

unit types: 

• 1 and 2-bedroom apartments 

• 2 and 3-bedroom duplex units 

• 3-bedroom terraced houses 
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Affordable Housing Provision 

A total of 96 units have been designated for affordable housing, to be delivered on a phased 

basis. The advertisement of the first phase of affordable units is anticipated in late 

September to early October, subject to approval of funding from the Department of Housing, 

Local Government and Heritage.  

 

The delivery of affordable homes will follow the standard process outlined below:  

 

1. Approval of Affordable Housing Fund (AHF) Application 

2. Public Advertisement of Affordable Homes 

3. Opening of Online Application Portal 

4. Application Processing 

5. Legal Conveyancing  

 

The AHF application has been submitted to the Department, and the timeline for 

advertisement is dependent on receiving a positive response. Final pricing for the affordable 

units is not yet available, as it depends on the level of funding approved under the AHF. 

  

Affordable Cost Calculation Methodology 

The cost of each affordable unit is determined using the following components:  

• Market Value: Established through independent valuation. 

• All-in Construction Cost: Includes build cost and any abnormal site-specific costs. 

• AHF Funding: Represents the financial support sought through the Affordable Housing 

Fund (not currently available). 

 

Further information on this development is available at www.lda.ie 

 

Councillor Clear informed the members that he was alarmed following the Affordable 

Housing Scheme at Lattin Place, where minimum sale prices were set too high for ordinary 

families to afford. He advised that any new scheme would need to accept a substantial 

number of locals or else the members would not be happy. Councillor Moore expressed 

concern regarding the market value in Naas and suggested that the members considered 

https://lda.ie/search/results?CRAFT_CSRF_TOKEN=c0v-XEPGvSYo4L77NMwjkzqYtSum-kd9SlSO6fU-TnQmXIhyFC5-MhUukhlunvJIYoOImnO8T6NOzIx_w8kLCQcc_Li-bSUBR2v4RXZNOlY%3D&q=barracksfield


  
_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________
Minutes Naas Municipal District 09/09/2025                                                Page 20 of 25  

approaching the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage regarding creating 

Sale Pressure Zones, similar to Rent Pressure Zones. 

 

The report was noted. 

 

NS20/0925 

Memorial at the Site of the Former Naas Barracks 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Clear.  

That Kildare County Council erects a memorial plaque at the site of the former Naas 

Barracks to honour all the soldiers who departed from there to serve on the front in the First 

World War.  

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Clear and seconded by Councillor Brett. 

 

A report was received from the Corporate Services Department informing the members that 

the council erected such a memorial in 2018 which was unveiled with great ceremony and 

reverence and published a commemorative booklet which later became a substantial book 

on those who died from Kildare in WWI which is available online on the Library Website 

under 'Archives and Local Studies' and 'Decade of Commemorations'. The council also 

added an updated list of all who died from Kildare in WWI and subsequently an article on 

women from Kildare in WWI – all free to access and download. 

 

The memorial stands on legs – is almost 6ft high and stands outside the remaining part of 

the Barracks, the Clock Arch which houses the 25 pounder gun. 

 

The memorial is considered to be a beautiful piece of work and clearly mentions all those 

who went to war and specifically those who left under that arch to go from Naas. 

 

Councillor Clear informed the members that he had received a full list of the 120 soldiers 

who had left from Naas during WWI from a local history group. He suggested that the council 

consider something similar to the 9/11 Memorial in New York City, where the name of each 

person who passed away was inscribed in marble, so that people could trace their family 
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history more easily. Councillor Dunne noted that the Royal Dublin Fusiliers had left through 

the arch in the former Naas Barracks. 

 

The District Manager advised that a conservation architect was due to be appointed by the 

council to assess the Clock Arch and that the members’ suggestions would be kept in mind 

for any potential revamp. 

 

Councillor Clear asked that this item remain on the Progress Report. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Clear, seconded by Councillor Brett and agreed by 

members that the report be noted.   

 

NS21/0925 

Taking in Charge of Whitethorn Village and Elsmore Phase 2 

The members considered the taking in charge of Whitethorn Village and Elsmore Phase 2, 

Naas, Co. Kildare (ref DC9838) 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Brett, seconded by Councillor Sammon and agreed 

by all members that Whitethorn Village and Elsmore Phase 2, Naas, Co. Kildare (ref 

DC9838) be taken in charge. 

 

NS22/0925 

Active Recreation Infrastructure Study 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Moore.  

Can the elected members be now given the detailed list of the recent survey of the 

amenities, facilities and infrastructures, available for the Community of Naas Municipal 

District?  

 

A report was received from the Planning Department informing the members that the Active 

Recreation Infrastructure Study (ARIS) will be circulated to members once completed, which 

is estimated to be circa Q4 2025. 

 

The report was noted. 
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NS23/0925 

Crèches as Conditions of Planning Permissions 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Sammon.  

Can the council outline how many crèches as conditions of planning permissions granted 

have yet to commence in the Naas Municipal District?  

 

A report was received from the Planning Department informing the members that it will take 

some time to extract the data requested. When the report is compiled, it shall issue to the 

members. 

 

Councillor Sammon informed the members that she knew of at least three planning 

permissions where the requirement for a crèche had been removed from the conditions and 

noted that she would like to have the figure ahead of the upcoming Variation of the County 

Development Plan. 

 

Ms O Harvey advised that the system could not extract the requested information but that 

staff had been assigned to manually check.  

 

The report was noted. 

 

NS24/0925 

Compliance with Signage Policy for Retail Buildings 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Clear. 

Can the council confirm what actions it is taking to ensure compliance with the signage 

policy for retail buildings in the Naas Municipal District, in light of the apparent disregard for 

this policy by certain business owners in Naas?  

 

A report was received from the Planning Department informing the members that where 

complaints are made of alleged non-compliance, they are investigated by the Planning 

Enforcement Team, and where appropriate the statutory process of issuing Warning Letters 

and Enforcement Notices is commenced. 
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Councillor Clear informed the members that one end of the town was not complying with the 

policy, making it appear gaudy and not in keeping with a historic town such as Naas. He 

sought a more proactive approach to this issue, noting that he had submitted many 

Unauthorised Development complaints himself, but that support was needed from the 

council executive as the planning authority to enforce this policy. 

 

The report was noted. 

 

NS25/0925 

Government Tax-Free Savings Investment Scheme 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Moore. 

That this council agrees to support a petition letter to the Minister for Finance in advance of 

his 2026 Budget, requesting him to introduce a Government Tax-Free Savings Investment 

Scheme for ordinary savings investors, for the purpose of providing Government Funds for 

the acquisition by Local Authorities of Community Sports and Recreational Lands and the 

provision of Community Infrastructure, to overcome the inadequacy of funding in this 

municipal district where under the adjusted Planning Framework, Naas Town will now be 

expected to grow to 50,000 people by 2040 without a corresponding growth in amenities, 

facilities and shared community development.   

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Moore and seconded by Councillor Clear. 

 

A report was received from the Meetings Administrator informing the members that this is a 

matter for the members to decide. 

 

Councillor Moore advised that there were billions sitting in private savings in banks doing 

nothing and that there was a shortage of incentive to invest. He noted that people would be 

delighted to fund amenity development in Naas if there was some sort of incentive with 

regards to interest or Deposit Interest Retention Tax (DIRT). The members agreed to 

support Councillor Moore in bringing this motion before the Full Council. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Moore, seconded by Councillor Clear and agreed by 

members that the report be noted.   
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NS26/0925 

Public Group Water Scheme at Poulaphouca 

 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Sammon. 

That the council writes to the ESB and seeks answers as to why Kildare County Council's 

enforcement action for the Poulaphouca Boil Water Notice is being not actioned and why an 

agreement to construct new watermains and have them Taken in Charge by Uisce Éireann 

has not commenced after six years of residents enduring a Boil Water Notice.   

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Sammon and seconded by Councillor Kelly. 

A report was received from the Environment Department informing the members that the 

Kildare County Council Rural Water Section sought a response to this motion from ESB in 

relation to this public Group Water Scheme which is known as the Horsepasstown public 

Group Water Scheme. 

 

The following response has been provided by ESB:  

“Uisce Éireann are the appropriate body to own and operate public water mains. In 2023, 

ESB submitted a connection application to Uisce Éireann to take in charge or replace the 

water mains in the vicinity of Poulaphouca which are currently owned and operated by ESB. 

Uisce Éireann and ESB are currently working together to establish the scope of the works 

required to upgrade the mains to the appropriate standards. In this regard it is intended that 

site investigation, surveys and detailed design for the necessary upgrades will proceed in 

2025. Once the complete scope of work is finalised and the construction methodology 

agreed an indicative timeline for completion of the construction works will be shared with the 

relevant customers.”  

 

Councillor Sammon informed the members of the following: 

• These were now leasehold houses formerly owned by the ESB.  

• All infrastructure was still owned by the ESB.  

• She had met with Uisce Éireann four years ago who had been in negotiations to take 

over the water mains, but the ESB had not been happy with the fee and negotiations 

between the two parties were still yet to reach a conclusion.   
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• The ESB deliver plastic water bottles to the residents each week, which must be 

costly. 

• Difficult for aging residents. 

• The residents had not made any fuss; many were former ESB employees with a 

loyalty to the company. 

• There had been no ministerial involvement. 

• She would draft a letter to be issued to the ESB. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Sammon, seconded by Councillor Kelly and agreed 

by members that the report be noted and that a letter be issued to the ESB.   

 

NS27/0925 

Community Centre in Kill 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Brett. 

Can the council provide an update on the provision of a Community Centre in Kill? 

 

A report was received from the Community Department informing the members that the 

future Kill Community Centre is included in the 2025-2027 Capital Programme with funding 

of €500,000 currently indicated, predicated upon continued income from development 

contributions over the period.  

 

While the project is currently at Pre-Feasibility Stage, it is hoped to move to Feasibility 

Stage, subject to resources, during 2026. 

 

The report was noted. 

 

The meeting concluded. 
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