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Minutes Naas Municipal District Meeting
held at 3:30 pm Tuesday, 14 October 2025

in the Council Chamber, Aras Chill Dara, Naas

Members Present: Councillor S Moore (Mayor), Councillor G Dunne (Deputy Mayor),

Councillors A Breen, F Brett, B Clear, C Kelly, E Sammon.

Officials Present: Mr E Ryan (District Manager), Mr Y Khan (A/District Engineer),
Mr M McLoughlin (Senior Executive Officer), Ms E Hanlon
(Director of Services), Ms C Alkhatib (Financial Management
Accountant), Ms M O’'Dwyer (Administrative Officer), Mr D
Hughes (Senior Executive Engineer), Mr K Harte (Executive
Engineer), Mr M Byrne (Staff Officer), Mr C O’Toole
(A/Administrative Officer), Ms C Brogan (LPT Coordinator), Ms M
Richardson (Meetings Administrator), Ms K Leslie (Meetings

Secretary) and others.

NS01/1025
Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations from the members of pecuniary or beneficial interests under

Section 177 of the Local Government Act 2001, as amended.

NS02/1025
Minutes and Progress Report
The members considered the minutes of the monthly Naas Municipal District meeting held

on 09 September 2025, along with the progress report.
Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Brett and seconded by Councillor Kelly that the
minutes of the monthly Naas Municipal District meeting held on 09 September 2025 be

confirmed and taken as read.

The progress report was noted.
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NS03/1025
Municipal Districts Works Programme
The members received an update on the Municipal District Road Works Programme.
Naas Municipal District Roadworks Update — October 2025
Road Resurfacing
The Naas Municipal District Restoration Improvement (RI) and Restoration Maintenance
(RM) work programme for 2025 has been developed in line with the 2025 allocation from the

Department of Transport. The following projects are being delivered as part of this

programme:
e R410 Blessington Road (Glending) Completed
e L2007 Straffan, Kill Road Construction Stage
e | 2018 Kilteel Road Completed
e R410 Blessington Road, Beggars End to Naas Completed
e L3013 Ballymore Eustace Roundabout Completed
e Oakfield Heights Postponed
e Patrician Avenue Completed

The Naas Municipal District Office commenced the surface dressing works programme
under Restoration Maintenance (RM) works programme for 2025 in June.

Road works were developed in line with the 2025 allocation from the Department of
Transport.

The roads to be improved include:

e 20042 Blackhall, Clane Completed
e 120044 Blackhall, Clane Completed
e L10001 Canal Road, Sallins Completed
e L6030 Punchestown Upper Completed
e L6045 Truss Road, Ballymore Eustace Completed
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Footpaths

Local Property Tax (LPT) Funded Works

The Local Property Tax (LPT) / Paid Parking funded road, and footpath works programme
for 2025 is agreed by the Naas Municipal District Councillors. The following projects are

being delivered as part of this programme:

e Woodlands, Naas — Footpaths Tender Stage
e Rathasker Heights — Roads Completed
e The Stables, Kill — Kerbs Tender Stage
e Poplar Square — Lawlors — Footpaths Tender Stage
¢ Moat Lane Painted Footpaths Completed
e Our Lady’s Place/Sarto Road — Footpaths Tender Stage
e Aylmer Park, Naas — Footpaths Tender Stage
Drainage

The Naas Municipal District drainage programme for 2025 was developed in line with the
2025 allocation from the Department of Transport. The following projects are being delivered

as part of this programme.

e Ballymore Eustace Main Street — Surface Drainage  Construction Stage

Low-Cost Safety Improvement Works
The Naas Municipal District Safety Improvement Works is based on the 2025 allocation from
the Department of Transport, as follows:

e L2010 — Painstown, Kill

e Ponsonby Bridge, Baronrath, Kill

e Sallins Bypass, Castlesize, Sallins

The report was noted.
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NS04/1025
Residual LPT Allocations
The members considered the residual LPT allocations for 2025 for the Naas Municipal
District.

Councillor Description Amount

B Clear Naas Tidy Towns — for Paint and €3500
Equipment

G Dunne The Park Residents Association — €500
Grass Cutting and Hedge Trimming

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Clear, seconded by Councillor Dunne and agreed by

all members that the listed residual LPT allocations for 2025 be approved.

The members agreed to take items 5 and 7 together.

NS05/07/1025

Bus Stops in Naas
Item 5
The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Clear.
That the council writes to the National Transport Authority and/or relevant public transport
providers to request the installation of a new bus stop in the vicinity of Esmondale, Naas. At
present, there is no designated bus stop between Naas town centre and Pipers Hill, despite
the presence of multiple residential estates along this stretch, including Esmondale,
Killashee View, and Broadfield View. The addition of a bus stop in this area would
significantly improve public transport accessibility for local residents and support sustainable

transport options.

The motions were proposed by Councillor Clear and seconded by Councillor Kelly.
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A report was received from the Transport Department informing the members that there are
over 500 existing bus stop locations in County Kildare and Kildare County Council is working
with the National Transport Authority (NTA) to review and prioritise improvements to bus
stop infrastructure. When this review is complete a list of potential bus shelter and other

improvements for locations will be prepared and appropriate public consultation undertaken.

Item 7

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Breen.

That the council works with the National Transport Authority and service providers for the
installation of a new bus stop on the Blessington Road, Naas to facilitate passengers from

the many houses/housing estates in this area using Bus Route 183, Arklow to Sallins.

A report was received from the Transport Department informing the members that There are
over 500 existing bus stop locations in County Kildare and Kildare County Council is working
with the National Transport Authority (NTA) to review and prioritise improvements to bus
stop infrastructure. When this review is complete a list of potential bus shelter and other
improvements for locations will be prepared and appropriate public consultation

undertaken.

Councillor Clear informed the members that there were many elderly people living in these
residential estates and that he was not seeking a big shelter. He queried why planning
permissions were being granted for more residential developments without the provision of

additional bus stops. Councillor Clear asked that this item be put on the Progress Report.

Councillor Breen informed the members that residents living in the Paddocks had to walk up
the Blessington Road in order to get a bus. She advised that children could not safely make
use of the cycle lanes on this road as it was too busy and that the addition of a bus stop
would help to alleviate traffic.

The members raised the following:
e The bus stop outside Naas Hospital which was utilised by many sick and elderly
people did not have a shelter.

e There was a green area near the current location where a shelter could be placed.
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e Could a meeting be arranged with Mr J Purcell in the Active Travel Team to walk the
town and discuss bus stops and shelters?

e They had successfully campaigned to improve services on the Newbridge Road and
they now needed to look at the Ballymore Road.

e The town had extended quite a bit without adequate bus stop infrastructure to
accommodate this.

e Was there a map of all of the bus stops in the municipal district?

Mr M McLoughlin noted that Local Link services were the council’s priority. He advised that
there was a database of bus stop locations that he could share with the members and that
he would check with the Active Travel Team and revert with an appropriate time to meet

regarding this issue.

NS06/1025
Solar-Powered Compactor Bin outside Naas Courthouse
The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Clear.
That, given the significant number of court sittings now taking place, the council installs a
solar-powered compactor bin outside Naas Courthouse where local tidy towns volunteers
are noticing an increase in litter and are frequently required to pick up rubbish from outside

the courthouse.

The motion was proposed by Councillor Clear and seconded by Councillor Dunne.

A report was received from the Transport Department informing the members that the
Municipal District Office notes the concerns regarding increased littering outside Naas
Courthouse. A standard litter bin is currently in place at this location.

While the installation of a solar-powered compactor bin (e.g. BigBelly) could enhance waste
management, such units involve significant costs. Given current budgetary constraints and
limited resources, the proposal cannot be accommodated at this time. The situation will be

kept under review in the context of future funding opportunities.
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Councillor Clear informed the members that a huge amount of rubbish was being picked up
here which was detracting from the beautiful building. He advised that he would be happy to

use LPT to fund the provision of a bin here and queried what the cost would be.

The members raised the following:
¢ They needed to engage with the Courts Service directly.
e The surfaces needed to be power washed and the windowsills were cluttered.

e Could the existing bin outside the pharmacy be relocated here?

The District Manager informed the members that he would engage with the Regional
Manager in charge of Naas Courthouse to try and resolve this issue. Mr Y Khan advised that
the bin itself would cost approximately €4,500 to install, but that it would not be as simple as
a one-off LPT allocation to cover this. There would be continuous costs including quarterly
billing and maintenance. He did not know the exact figure for the quarterly billing but noted
that it could be in the hundreds.

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Clear, seconded by Councillor Dunne and agreed by

members that the report be noted.

NS07/1025
Bus Stop on the Blessington Road, Naas
The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Breen.
That the council works with the National Transport Authority and service providers for the
installation of a new bus stop on the Blessington Road, Naas to facilitate passengers from

the many houses/housing estates in this area using Bus Route 183, Arklow to Sallins.

This item was taken under item 5.

NS08/1025
Pedestrian Crossing at the Junction of Wolfe Tone Street and Dublin Road, Naas
The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Breen.
That the council looks at installing a traffic light controlled pedestrian crossing at the junction

of Wolfe Tone Street and the main Dublin Road, Naas in the interests of pedestrian safety.
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The motion was proposed by Councillor Breen and seconded by Councillor Sammon.

A report was received from the Transport Department informing the members that the Traffic
Management Section are currently progressing the design of a signalised pedestrian
crossing on the Dublin Road to the south of Wolfe Tone Street. The Section 38 drawings are
being prepared, and the members will be informed of the details prior to commencement of

the Section 38 process.

Councillor Breen informed the members that this was a safety issue and that she was

looking for a press button crossing at this junction.

Councillor Moore noted that progress had been made with regards to pedestrian crossings
on the Dublin Road via the Pathfinder Programme and that the loss of that funding meant
that members needed to coordinate and contribute LPT to get this work done. He advised
that he would speak with Mr D Hodgins from the Active Travel Team to try and arrange a
presentation on this subject. Councillor Sammon noted that she had already allocated
€50,000 in LPT to provide a crossing on the Dublin Road and did not think any more than

this amount would be necessary.

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Breen, seconded by Councillor Sammon and agreed

by members that the report be noted.

NS09/1025
Sound Barrier at Bishopscourt, Kill
The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Brett.
That the council in conjunction with Transport Infrastructure Ireland repairs/replaces the
damaged sound barrier at Bishopscourt, Kill.

The motion was proposed by Councillor Brett and seconded by Councillor Sammon.

A report was received from the Transport Department informing the members that the N7 at

this location is managed and maintained by Transport Infrastructure Ireland (Tll) through the
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Motorway, Maintenance and Renewals Contract (MmaRC). The motion has been referred to

TII for their attention. A date for the repair/replacement has not been indicated as yet.

Councillor Brett informed the members that here had been two attempted robberies using
the damaged barrier as an access point and that it had been left like this for many years

despite the fact that carrying out the necessary repairs would only take a couple of days.

Mr M McLoughlin advised that he would revert to the members once TII had provided a

response to this motion.

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Brett, seconded by Councillor Sammon and agreed

by members that the report be noted.

NS10/1025
Use of Clamping Companies in Private Car Parks
The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Sammon.
That the council outlines what powers it has to prevent private car parks in the Naas

Municipal District using clamping companies.

The motion was proposed by Councillor Sammon and seconded by Councillor Kelly.

A report was received from the Transport Department informing the members that Kildare
County Council has no function in the regulation of clamping in private car parks. Vehicle
clamping regulation is the responsibility of the National Transport Authority (NTA) under the
Vehicle Clamping Act 2015. Operators of private car parks are required to carry out clamping
in accordance with this legislation and are required to operate an appeals mechanism.
Motorists have the right to appeal a clamping decision to the National Transport Authority
once they have made an initial appeal to the operator of the car park. Further details

available at: Vehicle Clamping Reqgulation - National Transport

Councillor Sammon informed the members of the following:

e She had noticed an increasing number of reports of clamping.
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e It appeared in some cases that clamping companies were standing waiting for tickets
to run out.

¢ |t sent a bad message to visitors and business owners.

e Instances of late-night clamping often resulted in a 2 or 3 hour wait for removal.

e Suggested getting in contact with the owners of private car parks to encourage
ticketing systems, which would allow vehicle owners the dignity to wait until pay day,
rather than being expected to pay an on-the-spot fine.

e She would refer future complaints to the NTA.

e Could a ban on the use of clamping companies be included as a planning condition

for future private car park developments?

The members raised the following:
e The two main owners of private car parks in the municipal district did not intentionally
set out to make a profit in this manner.
e Could ticket barriers be installed?
e Could this be addressed in a future Local Area Plan?
e Bigger signage was needed in clamping areas.

e Were private car parks subject to commercial rates?

The District Manager informed the members that there was no scope within the Planning and
Development Regulations to prohibit the use of clamping companies as this fell within the

remit of the NTA and that private car parks were subject to commercial rates.

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Sammon, seconded by Councillor Kelly and agreed

by members that the report be noted.

NS11/1025
Salting Routes in the Municipal District
The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Brett.
Can the council outline to members the salting routes in the municipal district for the coming

winter?
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A report was received from the Transport Department informing the members that the
objective of the Kildare County Council (KCC) Winter Maintenance Plan is to keep all
principal roads in the county open to traffic, free from ice and safe to travel on. KCC treats
our national secondary, regional and local roads. National primary and motorway routes are
dealt with by contractors on behalf of Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TIl). The KCC Winter
Maintenance Plan and map of routes are prepared annually and updated on our website.
KCC currently operates 10 routes within its Winter Maintenance Programme, treating
approximately 705km of the Local, Regional and National Secondary Road network in the
county. This equates to the treatment of approximately 26.5% of Kildare’s Road
infrastructure. Including all motorway and national primary roads treated by TlI, 30.3% of all
public roads within County Kildare are treated. The salting routes are available on the Kildare

County Council Website at Winter Maintenance Plan - Kildare County Council

Councillor Brett informed the members the roads around Kilteel had not been salted in the

past and sought a guarantee that they would be going forward.

Mr M McLoughlin confirmed that this salting route was piloted last year and that it was now

permanently on the list.

The report was noted.

NS12/1025
Accidents Reported at Beggars End, Naas
The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Brett.
Can the council provide information on the number of reported accidents at Beggars End,

Naas over the past eight years?

A report was received from the Transport Department informing the members that Kildare
County Council do not have records of accidents at this location as the Road Safety

Authority (RSA) no longer provides this data to local authorities.

The RSA provides accident data to the Department of Transport Support Office (DoTSO)

and this data is used to prepare a report on Locations of Interest (LOI) in County

Minutes Naas Municipal District 14/10/2025 Page 11 of 26


https://kildarecoco.ie/AllServices/Transport/WinterMaintenancePlan/

Combhairle Contae Chill Dara

$=% Kildare County Council

T

Kildare. The LOI’s are evidence-based assessments of accident statistics and are used by
Kildare County Council in their funding application for Safety Improvement Works on
Regional and Local Roads to the Department of Transport. The Government is preparing

legislation to allow road accident data to be made available to each local authority.

Councillor Brett informed the members that an elderly lady had been summonsed for
dangerous driving at this location and that there had been two incidents here within the last
six months. He advised that there was too much traffic for five junctions. Councillor Moore

sought clarification on how much information the council received from DoTSO.

Mr M McLoughlin confirmed that they received reports on LOI’s but did not have access to
the accident data itself. Once the legislation had been changed, they would be able to obtain
this data.

The report was noted.

NS13/1025
Link Road between Beggars End and Junction 8 on the N7 Carriageway
The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Moore.
Can the council consider a feasibility study for the construction of a Link Road between

Beggars End and Junction 8 on the N7 carriageway?

A report was received from the Transport Department informing the members that this
project has not been identified in the Naas Sallins Transport Strategy that was prepared to
inform the current Local Area Plan. As a result, this is not a study that can be completed in

the short term. However, it can be considered in the next iteration of the plan.

The report was noted.

Minutes Naas Municipal District 14/10/2025 Page 12 of 26



Combhairle Contae Chill Dara

$=% Kildare County Council

T

NS14/1025
Accidents Reported at Abbey Street, Naas
The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Moore.
Can the council provide data of all reported road accidents/incidents over the five years prior
to 2024 from An Garda Siochana, Kildare County Council and Naas General Hospital, and
present to members at the November Municipal District meeting so as to identify the

furtherance of a decision to close Abbey Street, Naas from Basin Street, Naas?

A report was received from the Transport Department informing the members that Kildare
County Council do not have records of accidents at this location as the Road Safety

Authority (RSA) no longer provides this data to local authorities.

The RSA provides accident data to the Department of Transport Support Office (DoTSO)

and this data is used to prepare a report on Locations of Interest (LOI) in County Kildare.

The report was noted.

NS15/1025
Resurfacing on the Dowdenstown Great Road
The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Sammon.
Can the council confirm whether the Dowdenstown Great Road between Greenhall Upper

and Walshestown in Ballymore Eustace is being considered for resurfacing?

A report was received from the Transport Department informing the members that the
Municipal District Office will survey the L-6049 road in Ballymore Eustace. If the road
conditions are below the required standard, it may be considered for inclusion in the 2026

Restoration and Maintenance Programme, subject to available funding and prioritisation.

The report was noted.
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NS16/1025
Fencing at Castlesize, Sallins
The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Kelly.
That the council confirms when the works to upgrade the fencing at Castlesize, Sallins will

commence.

The motion was proposed by Councillor Kelly and seconded by Councillor Brett.

A report was received from the Parks Department informing the members that the Parks
Department expect to have the work completed by the end of the year. This will be the
second time this work has been tendered as part of a number of fencing works to be done
around the county. Kildare County Council have had to fence this estate due to
encroachment from horses from private land and incur costs for circumstances not of our

making.

Councillor Kelly informed the members that she was happy with this report and that this work

needed to be carried out sooner rather than later.

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Kelly, seconded by Councillor Brett and agreed by

members that the report be noted.

NS17/1025
Seating Areas at the Lakes in Naas
The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Clear.
Can the council outline current plans to install concrete bases underneath the seating areas

at the Lakes in Naas?
A report was received from the Parks Department informing the members that the work is
underway to design and upgrade the paths around the lakes and this will include upgrading

the seating and the surfacing beneath them. The work will be carried out in 2026.

The report was noted.
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NS18/1025
Ballymore Eustace Playground
The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Breen.

Can this council update the members on the status of the Ballymore Eustace Playground?

A report was received from the Parks Department informing the members that the proposed
location for the playground is within the site identified for a community centre in the village.
However, the area allocated is too small. The Parks Department have discussed this with
Ballymore Eustace Community Development Association and the possibility of redesigning
the site to facilitate a bigger playground. The Community Development Association (CDA)
indicated they needed to consider this. The Parks Department are awaiting the outcome of

their considerations.

Councillor Breen queried when they could expect this decision to be made.

Mr M McLoughlin informed the members that it was up to the CDA to advise the council of
their decision and that he would revert to the members once their response had been

received.

The report was noted.

NS19/1025
Local Authority Housing Units Damaged in Arson Attacks
The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Clear.
Can the council inform the members on how many local authority housing units have been

damaged as a result of arson attacks in recent years in the Naas Municipal District?

A report was received from the Housing Department informing the members that there have
been no arson attacks on local authority houses in the Naas Municipal District in recent

years.
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Councillor Clear informed the members that he would have to accept the report despite
being aware of several incidents of this nature as he could not be sure which houses were

and were not owned by the council.

The report was noted.

NS20/1025
St. Ita’s Housing Complex, Naas
The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Dunne.
Can the council provide an update on St. Ita’s housing complex on the Newbridge Road,

Naas, where some units are empty and others are in need of maintenance?

A report was received from the Housing Department informing the members that the formal
transfer of these units is at an advanced stage and the Approved Housing Body (AHB) is

progressing to appoint an Architect led Design Team.

When the formal transfer is complete, plans for the refurbishment will commence on the

vacant properties, and will be discussed with the current tenants.

Councillor Dunne advised that he could not fully accept this report as he believed that the

issues being faced by the current tenants needed to be actioned first.

Ms M O’'Dwyer informed the members that she would bring these comments back to the

Housing Department.

The report was noted.

NS21/1025
Opportunities for Community Development on the Former Mclnerney Lands
The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Moore.
That the council invites submissions from Naas community groups on future development

opportunities for the recently acquired former Mclnerney lands, including the construction of
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a multi-functional Community Centre, in preparation for the creation of a Masterplan for the

site.

The motion was proposed by Councillor Moore and seconded by Councillor Dunne.

A report was received from the District Manager informing the members that this motion is
somewhat premature as the council is still awaiting Tailte Eireann to conclude the transfer.
The solicitors have advised that they will request Tailte Eireann to finalise as soon as
possible. The site is zoned F2: Strategic Open Space and Community/Recreational/Sports
buildings are ‘open for consideration’ in that zone. When the site transfers to the council, we
will need to do a detailed assessment of the site and a masterplan/landscape plan which
could then consider the merits or otherwise of building on the site. The preparation of any
masterplan will be contingent on the resources of the Parks and Recreation Department and
it will have to be factored into the work programme. If the council advanced any pre-plan
consultation at this stage, it may raise expectations without having a timeframe for

completing the plans for the site in a timely manner.

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Moore, seconded by Councillor Dunne and agreed

by members that the report be noted.

NS22/1025
Taking in Charge of Castle Farm Estate, Naas
The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Breen.
Can the council update the members on the taking in charge of Castle Farm Estate, Naas?

A report was received from the Building and Development Control Department informing the
members that the developer is actively progressing the completion of landscaping works in
accordance with the conditions set out under Planning Permission Ref. 24/381. A snagging
inspection has been carried out, and remedial works are currently underway. In parallel, the
developer is finalising the submission of the required documentation to facilitate the Taking
in Charge (TIC) process. Progression of Castle Farm through the TIC procedure will follow

due process in line with Kildare County Council’s requirement.
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The report was noted.

NS23/1025
Naas Draft Budget Plan 2026

The members considered the Naas Draft Budget Plan for 2026.

The members raised the following:

Figures were mostly the same as 2025.

How was the allocation for street cleaning up by almost €140,0007

Was funding available to cover the ongoing costs of a BigBelly bin as discussed in
item 67

The division of 50% of the overall budget evenly between the five municipal districts

was unfair to Naas as the county town.

Ms E Hanlon informed the members of the following:

This was a positive budget with an increase of €355,000 for Naas.

Street cleaning and local roads maintenance were looked after by the same teams, so
their allocations could have some crossover.

Would look into the costs regarding the funding of bins as this would be a positive
development.

The issue of the division of funds between municipal districts had been referred to the
Finance Committee and there would be a revision for Budget 2027.

Kildare was unusual in the amounts of LPT allocated to members.

Insurance costs for Tidy Towns were now covered by the council.

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Sammon, seconded by Councillor Kelly and agreed

by all members present that the Naas Draft Budget Plan for 2026 be approved without

amendment.
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NS24/1025
Removal of Abandoned Vehicle in Sallins
The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Kelly.
That the council removes a car which has been abandoned for over two months in (details

provided) Sallins.

The motion was proposed by Councillor Kelly and seconded by Councillor Sammon.

A report was received from the Environment Department informing the members that there is
a process followed for the removal of a reported abandoned vehicle. The last registered
owner is legally responsible for an abandoned vehicle. The Community Warden is currently
in the process of identifying the owner of the vehicle in question. After investigation, the
council will then follow a procedure of issuing notifications to the registered owner. This may
include placing an abandoned vehicles notice on the vehicle. The registered owner is
formally written to and is typically given 21 days in which to remove the vehicle. If it is not

removed within the 21 days, the council may arrange to have it removed.

Councillor Kelly informed the members that since the car had been removed, a second car

had been abandoned in this area.

Mr M Byrne advised that the Community Warden was aware of this and was in the process

of obtaining the details.

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Kelly, seconded by Councillor Sammon and agreed

by members that the report be noted.

NS25/1025
Kilteel Group Water Scheme
The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Brett.

That the council updates members on progress on the Kilteel Group Water Scheme (GWS).

The motion was proposed by Councillor Brett and seconded by Councillor Kelly.
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A report was received from the Environment Department informing the members that in
November 2023, Kilteel Group Water Scheme (GWS) held a Special General Meeting to

decide on the future direction of the scheme. Members were presented with two options:

e Apply for Kilteel GWS to be Taken in Charge by Uisce Eireann.

e Remain as a standalone privately operated Group Water Scheme.

The Kilteel GWS members unanimously voted in favour of the Taking in Charge option as
the most sustainable solution to the water quality issue caused by the presence of arsenic
within the Kilteel GWS. Subsequently, Kildare County Council’s Rural Water Section
received a formal request along with signed consent from the Kilteel GWS members, that the

Kilteel GWS Scheme would be considered for Taking in Charge by Uisce Eireann.

In April 2024, a comprehensive funding application was submitted by Kildare County Council
under Measure A6(a) of the 2024-2026 Multi-Annual Rural Water Programme (MARWP) on
behalf of the Kilteel GWS. This bid, prepared by Kildare County Council’s Rural Water
Section in collaboration with the National Federation of Group Water Schemes (NFGWS),
was submitted to the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage (DoHLGH)
Rural Water Unit in response to Circular L1/24 (dated 19 January 2024), which invited local
authorities to submit applications for funding under MARWP 2024-2026.

Following an expert panel review of submissions, the DoHLGH awarded a total of €3.861
million in funding to projects in County Kildare in November 2024. Of this, Kilteel GWS
received a substantial allocation of €3.044 million in support of the proposed Kilteel GWS
Taking in Charge Project.

Project Scope and Expansion
The Kilteel GWS project submission under MARWP included:

e Connecting 66 no. existing connections (GWS members) to the public water supply
(Uisce Eireann).

¢ Installation of 7.4 km of new water mains within public roads to replace the existing
Kilteel GWS water mains.

¢ Installation of 1.5 km of interconnecting water mains to connect the new network to

the existing public water supply at the Uisce Eireann Rathmore East Pump Station.

Minutes Naas Municipal District 14/10/2025 Page 20 of 26



Combhairle Contae Chill Dara

$=% Kildare County Council

T

Following consultation with the DoHLGH in June 2025 around particular features of the
Kilteel GWS relative to other typical GWS’s and a further meeting in September 2025, it was
decided that the project scope would be expanded to include all properties in the Kilteel area
which would be passed by the new water main network — amounting to approximately 215
properties in total. This includes the original 66 Kilteel GWS members and up to an

additional 149* properties which are not connected to the Kilteel GWS.
*Note: The above number is based on a desktop study

An additional element of the project is the requirement to upgrade the existing Uisce Eireann
Rathmore East Pump Station to supply the new scheme. Kildare County Council’s Rural
Water Section has discussed this with the DoHLGH and Uisce Eireann and will continue this
engagement with the DoHLGH and Uisce Eireann to achieve the successful delivery of this
upgrade in a coordinated way relative to the progression of the Kilteel GWS Taking in

Charge Project.

The expanded scheme will provide the Kilteel GWS members with a reliable and safe public
water supply, as intended by the original Taking in Charge Project, and will also provide a
new public water supply for the wider Kilteel area where many residents are relying on
private wells, many of which are unregulated. The project will also make provision for two
private housing developments in Kilteel Village with Developer Provided Infrastructure (DPI)
to connect to this new public water supply. By increasing availability to a larger cohort within
the Kilteel area, the completed scheme will also deliver efficiencies in the overall cost of the
scheme relative to the per unit cost (based on a greater number of connections) and provide

a more sustainable long-term solution for the area.

Community Gain

Due to capacity issues, Kilteel GWS has historically been closed to new members, resulting
in many households and properties within the scheme boundary having to install their own
private wells. The Kilteel GWS TiC Project in its expanded form presents a unique
opportunity to provide a reliable and safe public water supply for the entire community of
Kilteel, including those previously unable to connect to the Kilteel GWS.
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Kildare County Council’s Rural Water Section will continue to work with the DoHLGH Rural
Water Unit, Kilteel GWS Management, The National Federation of Group Water Schemes

and Uisce Eireann to successfully complete and deliver this transformative capital project.

Additional Funding and Homeowner Participation

In addition to the initial €3.044 million allocation, additional funding will be necessary to cater
for the increased project scope. To ensure the success of the scheme, it is necessary that
property owners connect to the new scheme. To facilitate this, public side connection spurs
will be left at the site boundary of each property passed by the scheme and property owners

will be responsible for private-side service connection works to the new scheme.

Kildare County Council’s Rural Water Section will provide Kilteel property owners with
information about the scheme and promote connecting to the new public water supply.
Those who opt in during the project planning phase will benefit from a reduced connection
cost, in so far as any public-side service connection costs imposed by Uisce Eireann will be
100% covered by the project. However, any property owners who decide not to connect
within a reasonable timeframe once the new scheme is commissioned will be required to
submit their own water connection application to Uisce Eireann and will be liable for any fees

or costs arising at that time.
Next Steps and Project Delivery

Meet with Kilteel GWS and NFGWS

Kildare County Council’s Rural Water Section have arranged a meeting with Kilteel GWS
Management and representatives from the NFGWS on Thursday, 09 October to provide an
update on the project following engagement with the DoHLGH and NFGWS in recent

months.

Project Design

Kildare County Council’s Rural Water Section will seek to appoint a Consultant Engineer, on
behalf of Kilteel GWS (Client), to oversee all stages of the “Kilteel GWS TiC Project”. As part
of this, detailed desktop and site investigations will be carried out to inform the engineering
design of the project, to clarify the increased project cost, to comply with any planning
requirements, to identify the most appropriate method of construction and to advance the
project through the planning, procurement, construction and completion stages. The
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DoHLGH RWU will be kept informed throughout this process and Kildare County Council’s

Rural Water Section will continue to meet and engage with the various stakeholders.

Interim Period

It is envisaged that operational funding via the annual subsidy will continue to be provided to
support the existing Kilteel GWS, including the purchasing and provision of bottled water for
its members as the Kilteel GWS water supply remains under a Do Not Consume notice.
Kildare County Council’s Rural Water Section is extremely conscious of the negative impacts
of this water quality issue and will be working diligently to deliver a permanent solution with

the cooperation of the community of Kilteel.

Support
Kildare County Council’s Rural Water Section would appreciate the support of the elected
members to promote this scheme in the Kilteel area to address the ongoing water quality

and supply issues and would be happy to deal with any queries in relation to the above.

Councillor Brett thanked the Rural Water Section for the comprehensive report and informed
the members of the following:
e Communication with residents was important.
e The existing system only supplied 66 families and these plans would connect
everyone.
e There was a need for a pumping station.
e Councillor Sammon would be raising this at an upcoming meeting with Uisce Eireann.

e Government funding should be sought to deliver this project.

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Brett, seconded by Councillor Kelly and agreed by
members that the report be noted.

NS26/1025
Long Term Leases for Community Sports Groups
The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Moore.
That the council now undertakes to provide long term leases to community sports groups
using municipal amenity lands in Naas, to allow such clubs to apply for Government Grants

to provide changing rooms, toilets and pavilions.
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The motion was proposed by Councillor Moore and seconded by Councillor Brett.

A report was received from the Parks Department informing the members that there is
increasing demand for sports facilities and the need for clubs to share these and facilitate
possible change of use or additional use. The use of long-term leases prevents this

occurring and this needs to be considered in any request for a long-term lease.

A report was also received from the Community Department informing the members that
long term leases are in place with several sports clubs, enabling them to apply for
Government Grants, such as the Sports Capital Programme. If the member wishes to
contact the Parks Department and the Community Department, as applicable, regarding any
specific case, it would be appreciated, to enable further investigation. If there are legal or
procedural barriers that arise in cases, the council will seek appropriate advice. In terms of
capacity building, for groups to make applications to Government funding streams, such as
evidence or data to support cases based upon demand/population etc., the council would be

happy to engage.

The members raised the following:

e More sports facilities would put less pressure on the existing ones.

e Could the council apply for a Sports Capital Grant?

e Opportunities were being lost as high-level teams would not come to Naas without
facilities such as changing rooms available.

e Clubs were losing out on female membership.

e Which government department were responsible for sports grants?

e Could groups contact the council’s Community Department for assistance with grant
applications?

Mr C O’'Toole advised the members of the following:
e Sports clubs had to apply for Sports Capital Grants directly as the council would not
qualify.
e Grants are delivered by the Department of Culture, Communications and Sport.

e Several clubs banding together to share facilities created a much stronger application.
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e A club’s insurance may prohibit them from allowing other clubs to share their facilities.
e The Community Department were happy to assist with applications where possible,

and the Kildare Sports Partnership may be able to provide data to strengthen them.

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Moore, seconded by Councillor Brett and agreed by

members that the report be noted.

NS27/1025
Energy Costs in Community Buildings
The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Sammon
That the council outlines what measures are being taken to reduce the energy costs of

Kildare County Council community buildings across the municipal district.

The motion was proposed by Councillor Sammon and seconded by Councillor Kelly.

A report was received from the Community Department informing the members that the
council’s Community Department is working closely with the Climate Action Team on the
matter of energy usage and related plans for our facilities. Priority projects in these plans for
the Council come under the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI) Pathfinder
Programme, focussing on buildings that are higher energy users, and therefore would
represent a more impactful energy improvement, if addressed. For Naas this is represented
by the K Leisure facility, noting especially that swimming pools by their nature are high
energy users. The other significant community facility, Monread Community Centre, is listed
as a reserve project on the SEAI Pathfinder Programme for 50% match funding from SEAI. It
is proposed to carry out an Energy Audit on this building in 2026.

Until this is completed and the cost of appropriate upgrade measures established, the
capacity of the council to fund works cannot be quantified and may be dependent on

reallocation of capital funding from an already challenging Capital Programme.

In the interim, in terms of cost control, the Office of Government Procurement has
established a new framework for the supply of metered electricity to local authorities, with the
intention, based on scaled procurement, of obtaining greater value for money. Kildare

County Council are using this framework to realise greater cost efficiencies.

Minutes Naas Municipal District 14/10/2025 Page 25 of 26



Combhairle Contae Chill Dara

$=% Kildare County Council

T

It should however be noted that some facilities are using more electricity than in the past due
to the increased volume of usage by groups, etc. which reflects the demand for community

facilities.

The council remains committed to the ongoing improvement and upgrade of our community
centres and work with the caretakers of the community centres in applying for various

streams of funding available for upgrade works.

In this regard members may be aware of the reopening of the Community Climate Action

Programme - Kildare County Council. Funding is available for local not-for-profit community

groups and clubs. Eligible groups must be registered with a Public Participation Network
(PPN) or connected with other collectives such as ‘The Wheel’, Tidy Towns and/or a
community group with Articles of Association or a Constitution, which hold an AGM, and for
which approved minutes are available. One of the themes is Community and Energy. The
next round of funding applications opens on 28 October 2025, with information sessions

planned in each district during this month.

Councillor Sammon informed the members that she was happy with this report. She advised
that she sat on the Kildare and Wicklow Education and Training Board (KWETB) and that
they were doing a huge amount of work in this regard with their buildings and schools. The
installation of solar panels had proven very cost-beneficial despite the expense of their initial

outlay, and they were finding themselves in credit in some instances.

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Sammon, seconded by Councillor Kelly and agreed

by members that the report be noted.

The meeting concluded.

Minutes Naas Municipal District 14/10/2025 Page 26 of 26


https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=1340&r=show&u=https%3A%2F%2Fkildarecoco.ie%2FAllServices%2FClimateAction%2FCommunityClimateActionProgramme%2F&t=25d8944f2d1f518012a9b6adb9d31d3e4f8a0faa
https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=1340&r=show&u=https%3A%2F%2Fkildarecoco.ie%2FAllServices%2FClimateAction%2FCommunityClimateActionProgramme%2F&t=25d8944f2d1f518012a9b6adb9d31d3e4f8a0faa

