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 KILDARE COUNTY COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of Meeting of Council 

held at 2.00pm 

Monday 27 February 2017  

Áras Chill Dara, Devoy Park, Naas, Co Kildare 

 

Members Present: Councillor I Keatley (Mayor), Councillors M Aspell, A Breen, A Breslin, F Brett, 

K Byrne,  B Caldwell, D Callaghan, M Coleman, R Cronin, I Cussen, M 

Dalton, S Doyle, T Durkan, D Fitzpatrick, B Hillis, C Kelly, P Kennedy, A 

Larkin, M Lynch, P McEvoy, J McGinley, F McLoughlin-Healy,  M Miley, S 

Moore,T Murray, N O’Cearúil, S O’Neill, J Pender, R Power, S Power, T 

Redmond, D Scully, M Stafford, M Wall, P Ward, B Weld and B Young  

 

Apologies:              Councillors J Neville and M McCabe 

 

Also Present: Mr P Carey, Chief Executive, Messrs P Minnock, T McDonnell, J Boland, N 

Morrissey, Ms S Kavanagh (Directors of Services), Ms E Hanlon, Head of 

Finance, Ms M McIvor (Meetings Administrator) and other officials. 

 

 

. 

01/0217 

Vote of Sympathy 

The Mayor welcomed the members to the meeting and he extended sympathy to the families of 

the late 

Mattie Leonard, former staff member of Kildare County Council, Roads Department 

Ned Coleman, brother of Councillor Michael Coleman 

Michael McGowan, brother of John McGowan, Water Services 

Mary Connery, former staff member, Housing/Architects 

Bridget Ashe, mother of Sean Ashe, KWETB 

A minutes silence was observed. 
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Councillor S Power wished to add his condolences on the passing of Dick Burke former Kildare 

County Council employee which was listed last month. Councillor Power stated Mr Burke was a 

major contributor to life in Kildare due to his work on the Naas by-pass which was fully resourced 

by Kildare County Council when drawing up this scheme. Councillor Power stated Mr Burke was 

very knowledgeable and was always available to the members and wished to acknowledge the 

contribution he made to life in Kildare. The Mayor joined with Councillor Power in acknowledging 

Mr Burkes contribution to life in Kildare. 

 

02/0217 

Adoption of minutes 

The council considered the minutes of the monthly meeting of 30 January 2017 and minutes of 

Special County Development Plan meeting of 01 February 2017, together with the progress report. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor McEvoy, seconded by Councillor McGinley that the 

minutes of the Special County Development Plan meeting of 01 February 2017 and the monthly 

meeting of 30 January 2017 be adopted and the progress report noted. 

 

In relation to the monthly meeting minutes, Councillor Lynch queried the resolution regarding 

12/0117 and it was agreed to consult with the meetings administrator in this regard.  

 

In relation to the Special County Development Plan meeting minutes, Councillor McLoughlin Healy 

stated that adopting these minutes was essentially adopting the amended plan and that the issue 

she had raised at this meeting around councillors being lobbied by those not registered on the 

Register of Lobbying website needs to be noted in the minutes. The Mayor asked the meetings 

secretary to query this issue and reminded the members that minutes are not a verbatim record of 

the discussion held at a meeting. 

 

 

03/0217 

Disposal of Land 

0.0117 hectares at Johns Street, Newbridge 

Consent is sought for the disposal of 0.0117 hectares at Johns Street, Newbridge to Billy Hyland 

In accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001, statutory notice dated 15 
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February 2017 was circulated to the members. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Miley, seconded by Councillor Durkan, pursuant to 

Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 that the Council consent to the disposal of the land 

in accordance with the statutory notice dated 15 February 2017. 

 

04/0217 

Management Report 

The members considered the monthly management report. 

 

Resolved that the management report be noted 

 

Councillor Redmond enquired if Kildare County Council would join as a notice party in the Judicial 

Review proceedings on the Maighne Wind Farm. Mr Peter Minnock confirmed the council would 

not be. Councillor Redmond also referred to page 20 and the start date for the new branch library 

at St. Dominic’s Church in Athy. Mr Boland, Director of Services confirmed the tender process is 

now complete, a preferred tendered has been identified and we are nearing the end of the 

standstill period. Mr Boland confirmed it is hoped to have the contractor on site in circa 3/4 weeks.  

 

Councillor Young referred to page 11 Water Services and asked for confirmation that the upgrade 

of the Osberstown Sewage Sludge treatment plant will take pressure away from the sewage 

treatment centre in Leixlip and noted that a lot of the sludge going to Leixlip is leachate coming 

from refuse tips. Councillor Young questioned the ability of the system in Leixlip to deal with this 

given the levels of the Liffey is very low. Mr Boland confirmed that the level of treatment will be to 

an exceptionally high standard once the Sludge Treatment Facility is complete and undertook to 

check the issue of pressure standards with Irish Water and revert to Councillor Young. Councillor 

Keatley advised Councillor Young that the clinics held by Irish Water are the forum to raise these 

type of queries.  

 

Councillor Cussen queried why there was no detail in the report of a meeting date for the 

Renewable Energy Committee, Councillor Keatley undertook to confirm a date for this shortly. 
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05/0217 

To adopt the Anti Social Behaviour Strategy 2017 

Ms Annette Aspell, Senior Executive Officer outlined to the members that the current policy 

document was created in 2010 and needs to be reviewed due to legislative changes. In preparing 

the draft policy, Ms Aspell confirmed consultation was held with numerous bodies including the 

joint policing committees, residents associations, An Garda Siochana and the HSE and no 

significant submissions had been received. Ms. Aspell confirmed the Housing SPC agreed the 

draft policy and that the Corporate Policy Group has agreed its referral to full council for adoption.  

 

Councillor Young queried why the issue of domestic violence referenced on page 4 is excluded 

from being dealt with as part of this policy and as such, what are the provisions in the Housing 

(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act to deal with domestic violence. Councillor Young referenced estate 

management on page 5 and queried if this included HAP and RAS houses and asked for 

confirmation in relation to the statement on page 8 that all housing applicants, prior to allocation 

are subject to Garda vetting. Councillor Young also asked if the Confidentiality Section on page 13 

could be moved or included at the start of the document. Councillor Moore asked whether anti 

social behaviour on public property is covered by this document. Councillor Miley referenced page 

11 Actions taken once a complaint is investigated, stating that as a council we are slow to act and 

hopes this document gives the council more power to take action and is looking forward to its 

implementation.  

 

Ms Aspell responded to Councillor Young’s queries that the issue of domestic violence is not dealt 

with under local government legislation and is a matter for the gardaí and that the tenant liaison 

Officers are guided by the gardaí on all such matters. Ms Aspell confirmed that the council is not 

the landlord for HAP and RAS houses, the house owner is, therefore this policy does not refer to 

these houses and that moving the confidentiality section could be looked at. Ms Aspell also 

confirmed that all housing applicants are Garda vetted prior to allocation. Ms Aspell responded to 

Councillor Moore’s query stating this policy relates to council housing and council tenants only and 

does not refer to public property. In response to Councillor Mileys query, Ms Aspell confirmed that 

the policy sets out the actions to be taken but that the council would always try to intervene and 

mediate in reported situations as much as is possible before instigating formal action.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Kennedy, seconded by Councillor Weld and agreed by all 

members present, that the Anti Social Behaviour Strategy 2017 be adopted. 
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06/0217 

To adopt the Electric Vehicles Policy 

Mr Niall Morrissey outlined Kildare County Councils commitment to supporting electro-mobility and 

reducing emissions and noise from vehicles. Mr Morrissey confirmed that to date, Kildare County 

Council has provided six EV charging points located in three off-street public car parks in Naas 

and it is proposed to introduce parking Bye Laws in Sallins in 2017 with provision for two on-street 

parking spaces for electric vehicles. Mr Morrisey went on to state new parking bye-laws will also 

be introduced in Castledermot in 2017 and the current Athy Bye Laws will be reviewed, with a view 

to including EV charging points. Mr Morrissey confirmed that at the February meeting of the 

Transportation and Public Safety SPC the committee agreed the following: 

 EV spaces are available on a first come first served basis 

 Designated EV parking is free for vehicles recharging for a maximum stay of 3 hours 

 EV charging points/locations should be provided with appropriate signs 

 Parking Wardens to be appraised of the policy and 

 A warning letter to issue to vehicles parked in excess of the 3hour limit 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Scully, seconded by Councillor Moore and agreed by all 

members present, that the Electric Vehicles Policy be adopted. 

 

07/0217 

To receive a report from the Chair of the Transportation, Safety and Emergency Services 

Strategic Policy Committee 

 

Councillor Darren Scully, Chair of the Transportation, Safety and Emergency Services Strategic 

Policy Committee (SPC) outlined the areas of responsibility of the SPC which involves the roads 

department, fire safety, public safety and the health and safety of Kildare County Council staff. 

Councillor Scully outlined the work programme completed in 2016 and went on to confirm the 

2017 work programme which includes the policy on electric vehicles which is listed on this month’s 

agenda, the naming of roundabouts policy review, the section 26 Fire Service plan, enforcing of 

parking regulations and illegal parking, speed ramps in housing estates, shared spaces, private 

carparks: signage, enforcement and the establishment of the Kildare Cycling Forum. Councillor 

Scully confirmed in February 2017 the members of the SPC agreed to establish the Kildare 

Cycling Forum to support and critique the development of cycling projects within the county and to 



Kildare County Council  
 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Minutes of meeting of Kildare County Council  27 February 2017 

 
6 

input into ongoing policy and the practical development of sustainable transport solutions in 

Kildare. Councillor Young raised a query around the emergency services and a discussion that 

was held last year on the Intel site which is a Seveso site and that in the course of that discussion, 

queried the approach of the HSA and the statutory bodies to accept the declaration from Intel that 

in the event of an accident, no injuries would extend beyond the site boundary. Councillor Young 

expressed his concern in this regard and highlighted the fact that there are five schools with a 

kilometre radius of this site. Mr Carey Chief Executive stated the SPC is responsible for policy’s 

around safety and that Seveso sites are a matter for the local authority and the Chief Fire Officer. 

Mr Carey confirmed Kildare County Council is satisfied that there is a strong framework around 

Major Emergency and any commentary outside that is unhelpful. Councillor Lynch queried 1) 

when will the speed ramp review be completed and 2) when will the rural bus shelters be erected. 

Mr Morrissey Director of Services responded by stating the roads department are in the middle of 

setting up an advisory group to establish what is the right way of tracking speed and that a list of 

bus shelters was sent to the National Transport Authority 3 weeks ago and we are awaiting a 

response. Councillor Redmond enquired if the Chair of the SPC meets with the National Transport 

Authority on a regular basis. Mr Morrisey confirmed the meeting that had taken place recently was 

a one off but that officials from the council meet with the National Transport Authority on a monthly 

basis regarding projects. Councillor Keatley thanked Councillor Scully for the presentation and 

complimented the SPC on the work they are doing.  

 

 

08/0217 

To note the Launch by the Department of Housing, Planning, Community & Local 

Government of Ireland 2040, the National Planning Framework  

Councillor Keatley outlined the importance of this document and encouraged everyone to make a 

submission. Councillor McEvoy endorsed the suggestion that the members make a submission 

and stated that the Regional Spatial Economic Strategy’s will emerge from this document and 

suggested that the Regional Assembly members engage in this process through the Economic 

Development Enterprise and Planning SPC. Councillor Young expressed concern surrounding the 

short time frame to make a submission and confirmed his interest in a wider discussion with the 

Economic Development Enterprise and Planning SPC around urban sprawl, transport and traffic 

congestion. Councillor Lynch agreed regarding the short submission time frame and asked that in 

any submission made by the council, Naas and Newbridge both be given Tier 1 status and not just 
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Naas as is currently the case. Councillor Miley asked that any submission being made on behalf of 

the Council would come before the members and supported the idea of the Economic 

Development Enterprise and Planning SPC making a submission.  Mr Peter Minnock, Director of 

Service confirmed the Forward Planning team will be preparing a document to submit which will 

identify the “themes/preferences” seen for Kildare in the next 20/25 years. Mr Minnock noted there 

will be an opportunity at a later date to flesh out the details further but that housing, transport and 

employment will be the important pillars for the future. Mr Minnock stated this submission will be 

followed up with workshops and encouraged the members to get involved and stated the Regional 

Assembly should make a submission also.  

 

09/0217 

To receive report from the Chair of the Local Community and Cultural Strategic Policy 

Committee 

Councillor Kevin Byrne, Chair of the Community and Cultural SPC gave an overview of the work 

planned for 2017 which includes the Kildare Library Development Plan, County Kildare Play 

Policy, Civic Memorial Policy, Grant Schemes, Kildare Age Friendly, Public Participation Network 

and the Kildare Integration Strategy. Councillor Byrne stated a lot had been achieved through this 

SPC to date and it is hoped to successfully continue this work in 2017, Councillor Byrne also 

thanked the staff of Kildare County Council and the members for their commitment to this 

committee to date. Councillor Byrne thanked Mr Minnock Director of Service for his work with this 

SPC in his time as Director of Community and Culture and wished him well in his new directorate 

role and welcomed Ms Sonya Kavanagh Director of Service to the committee. Councillor Byrne 

concluded by thanking all the multi –agencies involved in the work of this committee and 

confirmed he is looking forward to working with all again during 2017. 

Councillor Keatley thanked Councillor Byrne for his presentation and for the work of the SPC and 

all the sub-committees. Councillor Keatley also thanked Mr Minnock for being an intrinsic part of 

the work of this committee as it is a hugely varying and wide ranging committee and welcomed Ms 

Kavanagh to the role. Councillor Cussen enquired whether there were hard copies of the LCDC 

plan available. Councillor McLoughlin Healy referred to the ‘Play in Kildare’ survey and the huge 

anticipation around the impact it will have. Councillor McLoughlin Healy enquired what the next 

steps are once it comes back to the SPC. Mr Minnock confirmed this policy will be thematic and 

will have a far more wide ranging scope than just play for children and will involve all sectors of 

society. Mr Minnock confirmed that once it comes back to the SPC, they might seek further 
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input/consultation with anyone that has commented on it and it is hoped it will provide information 

on how we expand our whole programme of activity in Kildare, not just playgrounds. Councillor 

McLoughlin Healy asked that the members be invited to the May meeting of the SPC or a 

presentation be made at full council in May.  

 

10/0217 

Mayor’s Business 

The Mayor spoke referred to the recent loss of 500 jobs in Hewlett Packard and said our thoughts 

are with those employees and thanked the Chief Executive, the Local Enterprise Office and the 

public representatives for their help and assistance and ongoing support.  The Mayor stated that it 

is very important now that the 1300 remaining jobs on site are consolidated. 

The Mayor confirmed he had the pleasure of attending the announcement of 150 jobs at Dawn 

Foods in Naas last Friday and confirmed that the facility is now the largest wholesale meat 

processor and meat provider in Europe which is something we should be proud of. 

The Mayor confirmed the official launch of the county wide Chamber of Commerce on Thursday 

02 March at 6pm in the Council Chamber and noted this is a very positive move for our county. 

The Mayor thanked Councillor Paddy Kennedy for his work in relation to the recent Chinese 

delegation from the Guandong Province, which has a population of 118 million, and who are 

hoping to come back again in June.  

The Mayor stated it was great to see the redevelopment of the Curragh Racecourse commenced 

with the redevelopment of Punchestown racecourse due to start next. Councillor Keatley noted he 

and the Chief Executive had attended the recent Farm Machinery Show in Punchestown which 

was a very impressive event and a great success. 

The Mayor confirmed the official opening of the extension to K-Leisure was taking place that 

evening at 5pm and congratulated Ms Susan O’Grady Chief Executive Officer, the other members 

of the Board and the 70 staff on their continued success.  

 

 

11/0217 

Correspondence 

The Meetings Administrator confirmed correspondence had been received from the LGMA 

confirming #ourcouncilday is taking place on Tuesday 7th March 2017 this year. Ms. McIvor 
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confirmed Kildare County Council was one of 25 councils that took part in this initiative last year 

which was run very successfully using twitter to increase awareness of the services we provide.  

 

Councillor Pender stated the response received from Minister Coveney in relation to LPT did not 

make any reference to the loss of the use of €10 million of self funded LPT monies to this council 

and the significance of this to Kildare. Councillor McEvoy agreed with Councillor Pender stating 

none of the points raised in our correspondence had been dealt with in the correspondence 

received from Minister Coveney and suggested writing back to the Minister, with the assistance of 

Eileen Hanlon Head of Finance, to query the matter further. All members were in agreement and 

Councillor Pender asked that the matter stay on the agenda.  

 

12/0217 

Conferences and Training 

The Meetings Administrator referred to report dated 23 February 2017 circulated to the members. 

 

Resolved that having regard to Section 142(5) of the Local Government Act 2001, as amended by 

Section 53(2) of the Local Government Reform Act 2014 the following approval is granted for the 

attendance of 

Councillors Miley, Young and Redmond at the IPI Annual Planning Conference 2017 in the 

Castlecourt Hotel, Westport, County Mayo on the 6th & 7th April 2017 

Councillors Dalton, Kennedy and Aspell at AILG training for elected members, venue to be 

confirmed on 6th & 7th April 2017  

Retrospective approval for Councillor O'Neill at the AILG training for elected members in Dooley’s 

Hotel, Waterford on 11 February 2017. 

Councillors Dalton, Miley, Kennedy and O'Neill at the LAMA training for elected members in the 

City North Hotel, Gormanstown, Co. Meath on the 28 and 29 April 2017  

Councillors O'Neill, Dalton and Aspell at the Cross Border Tourism Conference in the Four 

Seasaons Hotel, Carlingford, Co. Louth on the 5th April 2017 

Councillor R Power at the Rural Revitalization Conference in UCD on 26 May 2017 
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13/0217 

Eligibility Criteria for Social Housing List 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Doyle was considered 

That this council recommends to Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local 

Government that eligibility criteria for inclusion on social housing list should have no income limits, 

in order to promote socially integrated communities and that allocation policies should have criteria 

that promote socially integrated and diverse communities. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Doyle and seconded by Councillor Hillis 

Councillor Doyle outlined her concerns regarding the eligibility criteria process for inclusion on the 

social housing list. Councillor Doyle also highlighted the amount of resources involved in the 

annual housing needs assessment process which impacts on the work being done in other areas 

of housing. Councillor Doyle stated there is a huge change in society and our allocations policy 

needs to be adaptable for this reason and the whole notion of who can/cannot be on the list should 

be removed and that we should write to the Minister in this regard.  

A report from Mr Tadhg McDonnell, Director of Service stated this is a matter for the members 

however, income limits for housing applicants are set by legislation and the Social Housing 

Assessment Regulations 2011 currently apply. Kildare County Council has no discretion in this 

matter and any amendment to the criteria for qualification is a matter for the Minister for Housing, 

Planning, Community and Local Government.  

Councillor Cussen stated she had a difficulty with this motion given local authority housing is the 

only option people on lower income have of getting on the list and removing income limits would 

put them at a disadvantage and felt that the council building more social housing units is the 

answer. Councillor Young stated he was not sure how the allocation policy can achieve what is 

being sought in this motion given eligibility criteria is also dependent on time spent on the list. 

Councillor Young stated the median income in 2015/2016 was €32,000 and that based on these 

figures, these people will never be able to purchase their own home so we need to be building a 

much larger numbers of social houses. Councillor Durkan stated that the revised Part V 

requirements will help to achieve social integration but creating a list that includes people on 

higher incomes will only go to make the process more complicated than it already is. Councillor 

McLoughlin Healy supported the spirit of the motion but stated having no income limits would 

prove difficult in terms of capacity and stated that the allocation policy is a function of the members 

but the income criteria is a function of the Minister. Councillor Redmond raised a query in relation 

to savings/ access to funds and the impact this has on someone’s ability to be allocated a house. 
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Both Councillor Pender and Cussen agreed that the issue at the moment is capacity as local 

authorities have not been building houses since 2008 and changing the allocations policy is not 

going to make a difference in this regard. Mr McDonnell noted the significant discussion on the 

motion and stated it is a matter for the members if they want to write to the Minister in this regard.  

 

Councillor Doyle asked that the members support her motion to write to Minister Coveney raising 

these issues in order to achieve an integrated community and to highlight the fact that the onus is 

on the system to be flexible to the solutions. Councillor Doyle to liaise with Mr McDonnell 

regarding the wording of this letter.  

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Doyle, seconded by Councillor Redmond and agreed by 

all members present that this council write to the Minister for Housing Planning Community and 

Local Government expressing our concerns around eligibility for housing surrounding income 

limits and all members were in agreement  

 

 

14/0217 

Public Consultation process 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Cussen was considered 

That Kildare County Council reform its public consultation process in respect of Local Area Plans, 

with a commitment to improving the process. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Cussen and seconded by Councillor Lynch 

A report from Mr Peter Minnock Director of Service stated that the consultation process in making 

a local area plan is stipulated in the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended) and is 

followed at all times. Where potential improvements to the process are identified which do not 

compromise the statutory process ie. in the choice of local newspapers publishing native of the 

plan, or of consultation events, they will be considered and implemented where possible.  

Councillor Cussen outlined her concerns in relation to the Celbridge Local Area Plan review 

process around having it under review during the Christmas period when the libraries were closed, 

the newspaper used to advertise it and the fact there should have been more engagement with the 

public given it is the most important public consultation document that will affect a community. 

Councillor Cussen suggested the future use of large flashing notification signs and any other 

methods of getting the review message out there. Councillor O’Neill supported the motion and 
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stated plain English should be used in any documents to make the process more inclusive and 

considered the use of flashing notification signs to be a good idea and that consideration should 

also be given to the use of local publications ie. The Ballymore Bugle in Ballymore, The Bridge 

magazine in Kilcullen, when advertising reviews of Local Area Plans. Councillor Moore expressed 

the view that we are falling down very badly in notifying the public of all types of statutory notices 

as we are very minimalistic on our calls for public engagement which results in public anger.  

Councillor Wall supported the motion stating Kildare County Council needs to use social media a 

lot more and we need to get accurate information out as quickly as possible. Councillor Young 

stated he had some sympathy for the officials as there tends to be an emphasis on nymbyism 

when it comes to local issues but that the discussion needs to be a bigger one that also involves 

the urban design of settlements which integrates with public transport.  

Mr Minnock replied to the issues raised stating the council did follow all statutory timelines and 

procedures and confirmed we had no choice in the timing of the review given the timelines are 

statutory but noted the comments of the members. Mr Minnock stated social media and the PPN 

were used to advertise the review thus disagreeing with the statement that we had used a 

minimalist approach. Mr Minnock also went on to note we have received more submissions on the 

Local Area Plan reviews than we did for the County Development Plan review and confirmed the 

County Development Plan is currently being proof read. Mr Minnock did outline to the members 

the demands on planning staff resources are increasing all the time and this will have an effect on 

the allocation of resources. Councillor Cussen asked if the members could submit their ideas 

around this public consultation process which Mr Minnock welcomed. Councillor Larkin asked on a 

point of clarification if a policy could be developed and agreed through the relevant SPC which 

might be a way of formalizing the process.  

 

Resolved that the report be noted and the members submit any suggestions to the planning 

department. 

 

15/0217 

Purchase of lands for the Building of Houses 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Redmond was considered 

That the council move to purchase lands for the building of houses in areas where there are more 

than 500 people on the housing list. I would ask that Monasterevin be identified as the first area 

and can we get the name of areas where there are over 500 people on the list. This will be of great 

help to the work of the Housing Strategic Policy Committee. 
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The motion was proposed by Councillor Redmond and seconded by Councillor Lynch 

A report from Mr Tadhg McDonnell, Director of Service confirmed that during 2016 the council 

sought expressions of interest from landowners and developers who may have been interested in 

selling lands with or without permission, or completed units to the council.  A number of proposals 

were received, and one, a site in the area referred to above, is currently the subject of further 

discussions between the council and a landowner. The following towns have in excess of 500 

people/families on our housing list; Athy, Celbridge, Clane, Kilcullen, Kildare, Leixlip, Maynooth, 

Monasterevin, Naas, Newbridge, Sallins.  However, as applicants have the option of choosing up 

to three areas of preference, each carrying equal status, there is significant duplication of need 

identified across the towns. Kildare County Council’s Social Housing Investment Programme has 

identified proposals for construction projects in Athgarvan, Athy, Kilcock, Kildare, Naas, 

Newbridge, Prosperous, Rathangan and Sallins.  In addition lands in Naas have been identified for 

inclusion in Bundle 1 of the PPP and lands in Clane are to be included in Bundle 2.  The council is 

also working with approved housing bodies to deliver social housing units in both Athy and Sallins 

on Kildare County Council land.   

Councillor Redmond thanked Mr McDonnell for his report and stated he was of the opinion there is 

an over-reliance on approved Housing Bodies to provide social housing in the south of the county 

and asked if there was an issue with Kildare County Council building houses in the south of the 

county. Mr McDonnell confirmed that more social units were secured via Approved Housing 

Bodies, Part V and acquisition in the south of the county than the north and confirmed the council 

will be building in the south and are currently looking at acquiring lands. Councillor Cussen 

enquired about lands purchased by the council previously but where there is no current plan in 

place to build on them due to said lands being identified as a flood plain and asked what the 

council’s plan is for these lands. Mr McDonnell confirmed the land Councillor Cussen was referring 

to was bought at a different time and that current CFRAMS legislation must be adhered to.  

Resolved that the report be noted. 
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16/0217 

Publishing Taking in Charge information 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Lynch was considered 

That this council commits to publishing an up to date detailed progress report of all estates in the 

county yet to be taken in charge and will commit to doing this at least once a year and publish the 

same on the councils website in a timely fashion. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Lynch and seconded by Councillor O'Neill. 

A report from Mr Peter Minnock, Director of Service stated that a list of housing estates that have 

been taken in charge within the county is published on our website and is kept up to date. 

Currently, the Building Control Section is preparing a report on the current status of those housing 

estates that are not yet in the charge of the council. The report stated it would not be possible to 

have a very detailed report prepared on an ongoing basis but a yearly report will be provided to 

council and subsequently published on the website. Councillor Lynch stated that residents in 

estates that are not yet taken in charge are feeling abandoned with the lack of progress and that 

the current Taking in Charge document which was published in 2012 is seriously out of date. 

Councillor Cussen suggested that an on-line tracking system would be very helpful to residents 

with some form of timeframe around where they are in the process or if there are any major issues 

that could affect the process. Councillor McLoughlin Healy wholly supported the motion and 

expressed disappointment at the slow progress being made and stated that a very simple process 

seems to be made very complicated. Councillor McEvoy stated that if councillors have queries on 

specific estates, they should contact the staff in the Building Control section who are always very 

helpful. In some cases the council are at the mercy of the developer/land owner to provide the 

required drawings etc. to enable the council progress the taking in charge process. Councillor 

Keatley stated that a lot of the estates not in charge are covered under the old legislation but that 

post 2014, the onus is on the developer/land owner/receiver to bring services up to standard.  

 

Resolved that the report be noted.  

 

17/0217 

Role of Environmental Health Officer 

The following motion in the name of Councillor McLoughlin Healy was considered 

That the council outline the role of an Environmental Health Officer report and the protocol for 

acting on a report when it highlights issues with council accommodation. 
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The motion was proposed by Councillor McLoughlin Healy and seconded by Councillor Dalton. 

A report from Mr Tadhg McDonnell Director of Service confirmed Kildare County Council has a 

service level agreement with the Environmental Health services department of the HSE who 

provide a service to inspect private rented accommodation, including houses rented under RAS 

and HAP. Where issues of non-compliance with the current private rented standards are identified, 

the council issues a notice to the landlord, in accordance with the appropriate legislation, outlining 

the issues to be addressed. The Environmental Health officers do not inspect Kildare County 

Council properties. The council manages a stock of 3,800 properties and any complaints in 

respect of the condition of social housing stock are dealt with by the housing department. A tenant 

handbook is currently being prepared by the Housing Maintenance section and will be circulated to 

all tenants within the coming months. Councillor McLoughlin Healy thanked Mr  McDonnell for the 

detailed report on all council administered housing schemes and asked questions on when the 

council issues a notice to a landlord following an EHO report; 

 Is there any situation where the Environmental Health Officer says it is unhealthy to live in 

that accommodation under the relevant statutory codes? 

 What is the suggested timeline for action on an Environmental Health Officer report and 

what is the timeline to get a letter out to the landlord?  

 What length of time is given to the landlord to act on that communication? 

 If the landlord doesn’t respond, what happens then? 

 What is the number of inspections carried out on local authority accommodation and the 

time taken to follow up on any issues identified?  

Mr McDonnell undertook to revert to the members with this information in the next few days. 

Mr McDonnell confirmed we would normally make contact with a landlord within a couple of days 

of receiving the EHO report to allow for normal office administration and procedures. Councillor 

McLoughlin Healy enquired if a tenant does not hear back from the council after the EHO has 

done their report, does this mean no progress has been made on the matter. Mr McDonnell 

confirmed this is not the case.  

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor McLoughlin Healy seconded by Councillor Dalton that the 

report be noted and Mr McDonnell to revert to the members with a response to the queries raised. 
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18/0217 

Discretionary revenue and capital expenditure 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Moore was considered 

That the Chief Executive and the Finance Officer provide a detailed report on the rationale for the 

split of discretionary revenue and capital expenditure, over and above the General Municipal 

Allocation, allocated to each of the Municipal Districts. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Moore and seconded by Councillor Dalton. 

A report from Eileen Hanlon, Head of Finance indicated the report sought will take some time to 

prepare and proposed the matter be brought firstly to the Finance Committee, where there is a 

representative from each municipal district. A report can then be prepared within agreed 

parameters, discussed by the Finance Committee and the final report be brought back to council.  

Councillor Moore stated that further discussion and information is needed by the members around 

how monies are allocated to the individual municipal districts. Councillor Moore stated he is fully 

aware there is non-discretionary monies that cannot be touched by the members and noted that 

Capital Expenditure warrants a meeting of its own as we are inclined to go through some elements 

of the budgetary process assuming everyone knows the detail of what is happening. Councillor 

Lynch stated he fully supported the motion and asked for clarification in relation to community 

grant funding where certain towns get double the allocation than other towns ie. Naas and 

Newbridge and that it appears nothing is being done to rectify this. Councillor Lynch stated it was 

his view the funding should be allocated based on population.  

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Moore seconded by Councillor Dalton that the report is 

noted and the matter be brought to the Finance Committee, where there is a representative from 

each municipal district. A report can then be prepared within agreed parameters, discussed by the 

Finance Committee and the final report be brought back to council.  

 

19/0217 

Jury Service  

The following motion in the name of Councillor Caldwell was considered 

That this council ask the relevant minister to exclude sitting public representatives and their 

families from serving on jury service while they are in office.  

The motion was proposed by Councillor Caldwell and seconded by Councillor R Power 

Councillor Cussen queried what the definition of family was as referred to in the motion and further 
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queried the rationale for making such a request. Councillor Pender also queried the rationale for 

making the request. Councillor Stafford stated he had some reservations regarding this motion 

given that there are a number of categories already excluded from jury duty ie. members of the 

judiciary, TD's, senators, doctors, guards, prisoners, pilots etc. and said that if anyone has a 

difficulty in completing jury duty, legislation allows for you to write to the Court Registrar asking for 

permission to be excused. Councillor Hillis indicated he was excused from jury duty when he was 

a sitting Mayor. Councillor Cauldwell clarifed the family he was referring to in the motion is sons 

and daughters and agreed to amend his motion as follows: 

 

That this council write to the relevant Minister to ask that sitting councillors are excused, if they so 

wish, from jury service while they are in office.   

 

The amended motion was seconded by Councillor Wall.  

 

The Mayor asked the members to vote on the amended motion in accordance with standing 

orders. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Cauldwell, seconded by Councillor Wall, with 9 members 

voting in favour,10 members voting against and 1 member abstaining, the amended motion was 

defeated.  

  

20/0217 

Bus Eireann and Expressway bus service 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Cronin was considered. 

That the elected members of Kildare County Council commit their support for the retention and 

enhancement of the Bus Éireann and Expressway bus service, its provision of vital services 

between rural and urban areas, its economic and social benefits and protection of the rights of Bus 

Éireann and Expressway workers, and our constituents who depend on this vital bus service and 

release a statement to that effect. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Cronin and seconded by Councillor Cussen 

Councillor Cronin stated this issue has been ongoing for the last few months and in addition to 

connectivity issues, it involves workers rights. The matter also has a significant impact on a county 

like Kildare given the high number of students commuting into and within the county to attend 
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college. Councillor Cronin stated that in her opinion the National Transport Authority has granted 

too many licenses to private operators and have handled this situation very badly. She also stated 

that the Minister for Transport has been notably absent from the discussions. Councillor Young 

agreed with Councillor Cronins statement that too many licenses have been granted to private 

operators and further added that by privatising the service, control has been lost. Councillor Young 

also stated not retaining bus services is counter to Climate Change policy. Councillor Pender also 

supported Councillor Cronins motion stating the value of these services should be respected and 

we should also be supporting the workers actions in the same way this council have supported the 

workers of Tesco's and Dunnes in the past.  

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Cronin seconded by Councillor Cussen and agreed by all 

members present that a statement be released confirming that the elected members of Kildare 

County Council commit their support for the retention and enhancement of the Bus Éireann and 

Expressway bus service, its provision of vital services between rural and urban areas, its 

economic and social benefits and protection of the rights of Bus Éireann and Expressway workers, 

and our constituents who depend on this vital bus service.  

 
The meeting concluded. 


