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Minutes of Athy Municipal District Meeting held on Monday, 22 February 2016 in the 

Municipal Offices, Rathstewart, Athy 

_____________________________ 

 

Members Present: Councillor M Wall (Cathaoirleach), Councillors A Breslin, M Dalton  

   I Keatley, M Miley and T Redmond. 

     

Officials Present: Mr J Boland (District Manager), Mr D O'Flaherty, (District Engineer), Mr 

   J Coppinger (Senior Engineer), Mr G Duff (A/Senior Executive Officer), 

   Mr G Perry (Senior Executive Officer), Ms E O’Brien (Executive  

   Engineer),  Mr M Kenny (Senior Planner), Ms P Hyland (Assistant  

   Planner), Ms V Cooke (Administrative Officer), Ms L Russell (Arts  

   Officer), Ms P Berry (Athy Enterprise Centre), Ms A Louw (Senior Staff 

   Officer),  Ms A Aspell (Meetings Administrator) and Ms M Ahearne  

   (Secretary) 

 

____________________ 

 

AY01/1602 

Confirmation of Minutes and Progress Report 

The members deferred the consideration of the minutes of the Athy Municipal District 

meeting held on 18 January 2016 and noted the progress report. 

 

 

Matters Arising 

Bridge at Kildangan (Train Tracks) (AY04/1506) 

Councillor Redmond requested confirmation that the above project was to be funded from 

National Transport Authority (NTA) funds. 

 

Distillery Court, Monasterevin (AY13/1505) 

Councillor Dalton made a correction to the progress report stating that Distillery Court is in 

Monasterevin and not Athy.  
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St Michael's Cemetery (AY23/1509) 

Councillor Redmond enquired when the surfacing works would commence and if they 

included drainage and the upgrading of the footpaths and enquired about the installation of a 

second tap.  The District Manager acknowledged that works need to commence and that the 

allocated funding did include the drainage and footpath works. 

 

Upgrade of Emily Square, Athy (AY21/1510) 

Councillor Breslin enquired if there was any further update, in particular regarding the tree 

surgeon report.  The District Engineer apologised about the delay adding that it had to go 

through the EU tendering procedure and assured the members that the project was being 

prioritised. 

 

Coill Diarmada - Ard Na Laoi (end site) (AY09/1409) 

Councillor Keatley enquired if there was any further update since the January meeting.  The 

District Engineer had no further update at this time. 

 

Allocation of funding to allow the construction of the footpath on the Carlow Road 

from Coneyboro to Ardreigh (AY20/1601) 

Councillor Breslin asked that this project be prioritised. 

 

AY02/1602  

To consider the Chief Executive's report on the submissions/observations on the 

proposed material alterations to the draft Monasterevin Local Area Plan 2016-2022 

and to make, amend or revoke the Local Area Plan under Section 20 (3) of the 

Planning and Development Acts 2000-2015 

 

Mr Kenny referred to the January 2016 Municipal District meeting at which both he and Ms. 

Hyland had briefed the members on the content of the Chief Executive’s report and the fact 

that eight submissions had been received on the proposed material alterations to 

Monasterevin Local Area Plan.    

 

The members agreed to accept the contents of the Chief Executive’s report with the 

exception of his recommendations on Material Alteration 21 regarding zoning of lands at 

Junction 14 and Material Alteration 23 regarding zoning of lands on the Portlaoise Road. .   
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The members also noted the Chief Executive’s recommendation regarding Material 

Alteration 22 and which was referred to in submission 7 from Christopher Merlehan 

concerning the zoning of lands at Cowpasture for residential purposes.   Mr Kenny added 

that there was a need to be cautious and not to zone as ‘Residential’ any areas at risk of 

flooding.  The Councillors enquired about lands (adjacent to Material Alteration 22) in the 

ownership of Christopher Merlehan. Mr Kenny clarified that the subject site was not one of 

the proposed material alterations to the draft plan and therefore could not be considered at 

this stage of the plan making process as set out in Section 20 of the Planning and 

Development Acts 2000 - 2015.  

 

Cllr. Redmond stated that he had received advice which conflicted with the planners’ advice 

regarding material alteration 22 and that the lands were ‘not known to flood locally’.  Mr 

Kenny stated that the SFRA carried out by Consulting Engineers, Kilgallen and Partners, on 

behalf of Kildare County Council set out the 1 in 100 year flood lines and 1 in 1000 year flood 

lines.   Councillor Miley stated that the existing neighbouring estate did not flood but that the 

members did not want a new estate to be at risk of future flooding.   Mr. Kenny stated that 

the members needed to take a precautionary approach regarding potential flooding and to 

take into consideration the effects of climate change.    

 

Councillor Keatley said that it was unfortunate that this land was at risk of flooding and that 

there was no option but for the lands which were referred to in material alteration 22 to 

remain zoned as F: Open Space and Amenity.  

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Keatley and seconded by Councillor Miley that the 

recommendations of the Chief Executive regarding material alteration 22 be accepted. Lands 

to remain zoned F: Open Space and Amenity at Cowpasture.  All agreed. 

 

The following two motions were submitted by the members for consideration. 

 

Motion (1) in the name of Councillor Mark Dalton 

That we reject the Chief Executive's Recommendation in relation to Material Alteration 

23 (submissions 1, 3 and 5 refer - response (c)) in respect of lands zoned New 

Residential c.0 6ha. These lands have been subject of discussions between Kildare 

Co. Council and Muir Iosa with regard to potential sheltered units on this site. 
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Mr. Kenny stated that there were no clear planning reasons for zoning the subject site.  He 

stated that the Chief Executive’s Report (January 2015) had recommended against the 

zoning of this 0.6ha site outside Monsterevin on the regional road, R445, to Portlaoise.  As 

outlined in the Report, the DECLG had objected to the zoning on the basis of lack of 

evidential need and the non-adherence to the sequential approach to zoning.  The Chief 

Executive concured with this in that there was a sufficient amount of zoned lands for 

residential purposes (some 25ha) over the period of the LAP and that the proposal would 

involve ‘leapfrogging’ the development boundary and the zoned area of the town.   

 

The only apparent case being put forward by proposers for the zoning was that there 

appeared to have been some discussions in the past regarding the possible use of the site 

for sheltered housing.  Housing Department officials addressed this issue at previous 

meetings concerning the LAP in 2015.  More recently the Director of Housing had confirmed 

to the Planning Department (Friday 19th February) that the Housing Department had 

confirmed with Muiriosa last summer that it (Muiriosa) had no plans to provide housing units 

on the site. 

 

Mr. Kenny stated that there was no planning justification for the proposed re-zoning and the 

purported case for zoning on the basis sheltered housing was not supported.  The proposed 

zoning would be contrary to the proper planning and sustainable development of the area. 

 

It was recommended to remove the proposed zoning of the lands to ‘C’ ‘New Residential’ 

and revert to the Draft Local Area Plan stage designation where the lands were deemed to 

be primarily agriculture and were covered by the provisions of the Kildare County 

Development Plan 2011-2017. 

 

Motion (2) in the name of Councillors Breslin, Dalton & Wall 

That we reject the Chief Executive's Recommendation (submissions 1,4, and 5 refer - 

response (b)) in respect of lands zoned Industrial and Warehousing c. 4.2ha. at 

Mayfield. These lands had a similar zoning in the previous LAP and its proposed 

retention is due to the potential to attract possible employment opportunities to the 

Monasterevin area. The neighbouring Junction 14 Service Area has provided 

substantial employment since its establishment. The retention is also proposed in the 

light of similar commercial lands being available at each of the junctions on the M7 

between Portlaoise and the M50 Junction. 
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The motion was proposed by Councillor Dalton and seconded by Councillor Redmond. 

 

Mr. Kenny stated that a number of the prescribed bodies (DECLG, EPA, TII and An Taisce) 

had objected to this proposed zoning of over 4 hectares outside Monasterevin and on the 

south side of Junction 14 (Material Alteration 21).  The DECLG stated that the Council “must 

omit the proposal...in order to ensure its compliance with the Minister’s Guidelines”. 

 

The stated comparable sites/areas in the Motion were significantly different from the lands 

currently under consideration.  The services area at Junction 14 were planned to serve the 

needs of inter-urban travellers and traffic on the motorway network.  The proposal to zone 

lands for industrial development/warehousing development would be for a destination in 

itself, a location that could and should be more sustainably located where services, 

population, other linked uses etc are available and closer to the town and not the more 

remote unserviced site being proposed.  In addition the sites referenced in other towns in the 

Motion were much closer to existing and /or planned urban expansion areas than the site 

being proposed outside Monasterevin. 

 

The Chief Executive recommended against zoning the the lands for industrial/warehousing 

uses for the reasons set out in his Report.  These included -  

 The role of Monasterevin in the Core Strategy as a Moderate Sustainable Growth 

Town in the region as set out in the Regional Planning Guidelines for the GDA. 

 The significant quantum of zoned and undeveloped industrial lands closer to the town. 

 The proximity of the site to Junction 14, the strategic importance of same and of the 

motorway and contrary to DECLG guidelines 

 Contrary to the sequential approach to zoning and would militate against the 

development of a compact and sustainable town. 

 

It was recommended to remove the proposed zoning of the lands to ‘H’ ‘Industrial and 

Warehousing’ and revert to the Draft Local Area Plan stage designation where the lands 

were deemed to be primarily agriculture and were covered by the provisions of the Kildare 

County Development Plan 2011-2017. 

 

Councillor Dalton informed the meeting he had taken on board the Chief Executive’s  

recommendation but that the opportunity to generate employment could not be overlooked. 

Councillor Miley agreed that there was huge potential for this site and there was 
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development at similar motorway junctions between Portlaoise and Dublin.  Councillor 

Redmond added that there are a number of warehousing units between Portlaoise and 

Newlands and that the cost associated with developing this land would be cheaper than in 

Naas.  Councillor Keatley added that Kildare Village conflicted with the National Roads 

Authority’s (NRA) policy/guidelines which have been proven wrong.  The Cathaoirleach 

agreed with the members adding that creating employment was his Number 1 priority, that 

the Council had to make opportunities for investment and employment in South Kildare. 

 

Mr Kenny advised the members not to take this decision lightly and to be mindful of the 

recommendations and advices given to them.   Mr. Kenny also advised the members that the 

Minister for the Environment, Community and Local Government may issue a Ministerial 

Direction to the members and that the Department of the Environment had stated in its 

submission to the Material Alterations that the Council  must omit Material Alteration 21. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Dalton and seconded by Councillor Redmond to 

vote against the recommendation of the Chief Executive regarding Material Alteration 21.  All 

agreed. 

 

Resolution 

It was resolved on the proposal of Councillor Dalton, seconded by Councillor Redmond, that 

the Monasterevin Local Area Plan 2016 - 2022 be made, pursuant to Section 20 of the 

Planning & Development Acts 2000 - 2015, incorporating the amendments proposed and 

agreed by the members of Athy Municipal District at their meeting on 22 February 2016.  The 

Plan will come into effect on 21 March 2016. 

 

The Cathaoirleach and members thanked Mr. Kenny and Ms. Hyland for all their work and 

advice to the members during the review of the draft Monasterevin Local Area Plan. 

 

AY03/1602 

To receive briefing on CFRAMs (Flood Management) Programme and  

Upcoming Public Consultation Days. 

The members received a briefing on the CFRAMs (Flood Management) Programme and 

details of upcoming Public Consultation Days from Ms Edel O’Brien.  Ms O’Brien briefed the 

members on the upcoming public consultation days, Athy,  today 22 February, Castledermot 

on 24 February and Monasterevan and Suncroft on 25 February.  The members were invited 
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to attend a dedicated Elected Members session in advance of each public session and Ms. 

O’Brien highlighted the importance of making submissions to the members and public to 

ensure the adopted document included everything for full assessment.  Ms O’Brien also 

stated that a multi-annual river cleaning schedule was being compiled and stated that she 

would welcome submissions from the members.  These submissions can be sent directly to 

Ms O’Brien or to the Municipal District Engineer.     

 

AY04/1602 

Update on community and economic and development issues 

Ms Berry gave the members an overview of progress on a number of projects.  Workshops 

are ongoing regarding the recreation school projects which had 4 participants out of 13 and 

would have a demonstration at the County Show this year.  Ms Berry noted that applications 

for painting shopfronts are coming in slow and added that work was ongoing regarding 

meeting new estates and taking in submissions for community grants.  There is a meeting in 

the Arts Centre Monday 29 February to progress the Pride of Place entry.  The Barrow Cots 

Awards are on Thursday 25 February 2016 in the Crowne Plaza at 12.30 and we are listed in 

the top 5.  The entrants for the St Patrick's day parades were coming in steadily, 

Monasterevan is at 12.30pm and Athy is scheduled for 3.00pm.  Work is being progressed 

on the marketing and branding of the website and encouraging more links and checking out 

the feasability of having a water festival for the Gordon Bennett on 7 May 2016.  The 

Darkness Into Light (Naas, Maynooth & Athy) opens on line Wednesday week and will be 

launched in Athy on 7 March at 7.30pm in Athy College for County Kildare.  

 

Councillor Breslin asked that the applications regarding shopfronts be followed up on.  

Councillor Wall enquired if flyers could be circulated.  Councillor Keatley added that more 

information should be available through the website. 

 

The District Manager added that the Tidy Towns Adjudicator carried out an assessment of 

Athy last year and if members were agreeable he would arrange a joint presentation on 

Friday 4 March and contact and engage Gráinne Shaffrey regarding suggested colouring 

schemes for the shopfronts. 

 

Resolved that this matter remain on the agenda on a bi-monthly basis.  Ms Berry will attend 

the April meeting of the committee. 
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AY05/1602 

To receive presentation from the Arts Officer in relation to the  

Ernest Shackleton Sculpture 

Ms Russell informed the members that the EU Tendering process was now complete, having 

received 30 applications with 3 shortlisted.  Mr Mark Richards, Sculpture Artist from England 

was awarded the contract.  Ms Russell added that the Shackleton Cabin was now in Ireland 

and that the recognition for Athy as a result of the Shackleton link was very positive adding 

that Mr Richards suggested a boy sculpture be considered at Kilkea, the birthplace of 

Shackleton should funds become available at a later date. All councillors welcomed this 

news and added that the sculpture needed to be positioned in a non controversial, prominent 

location, agreeing with the importance of co-ordinating with the artist, taking into 

consideration the refurbishment of Emily Square.  The District Engineer informed the 

members there would be an extensive period of public consultation regarding the 

refurbishment of Emily Square, adding that this would go to Part VIII and that funding had 

not yet been identified yet.  Ms Russell advised that the sculpture fell below the required 

threshold for public consultation and agreed that there was huge progress in the town since 

July 2015, with the relocation of the library through the acquisition of the Dominican Church.  

The members requested that a non statutory public consultation process should commence 

regarding the location of the Sculpture.  Ms Russell added that the artist had a deadline and 

installation was scheduled for 30 August 2016 in line with the anniversary and that it was 

very important to work within a timeline. 

Resolved the members agreed that a non-statutory public consulation process should 

commence regarding the location of the sculpture. 

 

AY06/1602 

Progress on the Athy Distributor Road 

Mr Coppinger informed the members that the preferred route decision was getting closer and 

advised that his first priority was to bring some surveys forward and initiate the preliminary 

design which allows the identification of the land required and the necessary drainage works.  

Councillor Wall welcomed the extension of the public consultation days, adding that they 

were very informative and reminded the members the closing date for submissions was 4 

March 2016. 
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AY07/1602 

Receipt of deputation from Monasterevin Youth Group 

The members received a comprehensive presentation from Mr Pat Balfe, Chairperson of the 

youth group, and his colleagues Mr Jason Doyle and Ms Jennifer Pucka, detailing the 

importance of sourcing funding to build on the development of activities that can run for the 

community in their new premises which is just a shell in need of extensive repair work.  Mr 

Balfe said they were driven by the passion of the children, saying their motto is 'Onwards 

and Upwards' following on from the passion of their founder, Peter McArdle, whom the 

centre was being named after. 

 

The members thanked the group for their very professional presentation and agreed that 

they had a long road ahead of them to source funding.  The members assured the group that 

they had their full support and suggested that a meeting be set up with Ms Helen Dowling 

and Ms Patricia Berry to check out sources of funding in an informal working group over the 

next few weeks.  Councillor Wall added that they had allocated some money under their LPT 

for the groups assistance and asked that a quarterly meeting would be considered to keep 

the members informed of progress. 

Resolved that a meeting be set up with Ms Dowling and Ms Berry to check out sources of 

funding in an informal working group over the next few weeks. 

 

AY08/1602 

Progress Report on schedule of municipal district works. 

The District Engineer informed the members of ongoing works including ongoing drainage 

works as weather permitted, in line with the rating of the road for priority and outlined the 

process over a 3 year plan for the upkeep of the roads.  The area of cul de sacs was 

discussed and was not listed as a priority area due to lack of resources.  Dog fouling was 

raised as a concern in certain areas and the District Engineer confirmed that they cater for 

street sweeping of roadways, not footpaths.  Areas of public lighting was to be powered up 

next week.  Councillor Redmond asked if a footpath at Tomard near the former VEC school 

could be repaired. 

Resolved that the footpath at Tomard near the former VEC school referred to by Councillor 

Redmond be repaired. 
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AY09/1602 

Improvements to Tomard Road, Athy 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Wall: 

That the Council bring the Tomard road up to a higher standard, given its current usage and 

the condition that it is in for the residents. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Wall and seconded by Councillor Breslin. 

 

A report was received from the Roads Transportation and Public Safety Section informing 

the members that a number of years ago, the Council upgraded all the roads in the Tomard 

area. The road between Foxhole Cross and Tomard Cross was improved as part of this 

work. It was agreed at the time, that the road would not be widened as it would encourage 

HGVs onto this road. It was felt at the time that the Railway Bridge was not wide enough to 

carry HGV traffic.  Councillor Wall clarified that it was the margins that needed improvement. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Wall, seconded by Councillor Breslin that the report 

be noted. 

 

AY10/1602  

Upgrade of the Junction at Old Grange Cross on the R415 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Miley: 

That the Council give a further update to the Athy Municipal District in relation to the upgrade 

of the junction at Old Grange Cross on the R415 incorporating speed reduction and traffic 

calming. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Miley and seconded by Councillor Redmond. 

 

A report was received from the Roads Transportation and Public Safety Section informing 

the members that €15,000 had been allocated to Old Grange Crossroads by the Department 

of Transport Tourism and Sport under the 2016 Safety Improvement Works on Regional and 

Local Roads Scheme. The Roads Design Department, in conjunction with the Athy Municipal 

District Office are currently preparing a Low Cost Scheme design for this junction 

incorporating additional lining and signing.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Miley, seconded by Councillor Redmond that the 

design be circulated to the members when complete. 
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AY11/1602 

Flooding at Glasshealy 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Breslin: 

That the Council eradicate the consistent problem of flooding at Glasshealy. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Breslin and seconded by Councillor Redmond. 

  

A report was received from the Roads Transportation and Public Safety Section  informing 

the members that the Council, in conjunction with a local landowner had solved the drainage 

problem on the public road as a temporary solution. The long term solution entails a co-

ordinated approach by the Council and local residents.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Breslin, seconded by Councillor Redmond that the 

report be noted. 

 

AY12/1602 

Traffic Feasibility Study Cardington Bridge Junction 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Breslin: 

That the Council carry out a traffic feasibility study on the Cardington Bridge Junction, Athy 

to improve the safety of the junction. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Breslin and seconded by Councillor Miley. 

 

A report was received from Traffic Management section informing the members that it was 

not Council policy to install traffic signals on at-grade bridges and that traffic lights are not 

the appropriate safety measure at this location.  Councillor Breslin expressed her 

disappointment with the report, supported be Councillor Miley.  The District Engineer 

informed the members that the bridge was under the remit of the Office of Public Works 

(OPW).  The members asked that further suggestions are investigated for this location and 

asked to be updated at the next meeting. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Breslin, seconded by Councillor Miley that the report 

be noted and further suggestions be investigated. 
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AY13/1602 

Upgrade of footpaths and lighting at Passlands, Monasterevan 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Keatley: 

That the Council complete the badly needed lighting at Passlands, Monasterevin and 

reinstate the footpaths in the area once the drainage works are completed. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Keatley and seconded by Councillor Miley. 

 

A report was received from the Roads Transportation and Public Safety Section informing 

the members that the Public Lighting Unit would undertake an assessment of the public 

lighting at this location and would report back to the Members. The Municipal District Office 

would include any footpaths that require upgrading in the Restoration Improvement works for 

the District. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Keatley, seconded by Councillor Miley that the 

report was welcomed and noted. 

 

AY14/1602 

Flooding on Kilgowan to Dunlavin Road L2035 

The members considered the following adjourned question in the name of Councillor 

Keatley: 

Can the Council alleviate the flooding on the Kilgowan to Dunlavin Road L2035 that is now 

causing serious property damage as well as making the road almost impassible? 

 

A report was received from the Roads Transportation and Public Safety Section informing 

the members that this road was prone to flooding during wet weather and that the work can 

be assimilated into the Municipal District Office drainage works for the coming year.  

Councillor Keatley added that this was a continuous problem that had worsened since the 

opening of the motorway and could meet the District Engineer on site if required. 

Resolved that the works be assimilated into the Municipal District Office list of drainage 

works for 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 



Kildare County Council  

Page 13 of 20 

AY15/1602 

Pedestrian Safety - Duke Street, Athy 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Wall: 

Can the Council immediately investigate pedestrian safety at Duke Street, Athy and consider 

safety measures at this point?   

A report was received from the Roads Transportation and Public Safety Section informing 

the members that there was an existing pedestrian crossing on Duke Street at the  

Post Office adding that Roads Design Department/Traffic Management Section would 

arrange a meeting on site with Councillor Wall to discuss this issue. 

Resolved that Roads Design Department/Traffic Management Section would arrange a 

meeting on site with Councillor Wall to discuss this issue. 

 

AY16/1602 

Additional Parking at Castleroe West, Maganey 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Wall: 

Can the Council consider the provision of additional parking and relieve congestion at 

Castleroe West, Maganey, Co Kildare? 

A report was received from the Roads Transportation and Public Safety Section informing 

the members that this would require a car parking design which would eliminate grassed 

open space area and would then have to be agreed with the local community.  Councillor 

Wall added that there was agreement within the local community to progress. 

Resolved that the design would proceed and be reviewed by the local community.  

 

AY17/1602 

Works at footpaths in Upper Abbeylands, Castledermot 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Breslin: 

Can remedial and re-instatement works be carried out to the footpaths in Upper Abbeylands, 

Castledermot? 

A report was received from the Roads Transportation and Public Safety Section informing 

the members that the footpaths in upper Abbeylands were included in 2015 LPT footpath 

improvements. This work was to have been completed in late 2015. The Municipal District 

Office did not commence this work due to exceptional wet weather conditions in 

November/December 2015. It was hoped that these works will be completed in the near 

future.  

Resolved that the works would be prioritised when the weather improves. 
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AY18/1602 

Speed Reviews - Athy Municipal District 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Redmond: 

Can we get a list of the roads in this municipal district that we have flagged as needing 

speed reviews in the last two years? 

A report was received from the Roads Transportation and Public Safety Section informing 

the members that it would be a countywide review and that the following roads have been 

listed since the last speed limit review in 2010 

 Fortbarrington Road (Barrowhouse Road) 

 Between Bord na Móna factory in Kilberry and the Main Athy to Monasterevin road 

 Kildangan Stud, Monasterevin 

 Carlow Town to Prumplestown Road (R448) 

 Ballycullen, Athy 

 Athy to Carlow Road (R417) 

 Carlow Town to Prumplestown Road (R448) 

 Lennon's Bridge on Ballintubbert Road Athy 

 Athy to Stradbally Road (R428) 

 Athy to Kilcullen Road - (R418) 

Councillor Redmond seeked clarification about the Bord Na Móna location. 

Resolved that the report be noted and that the members be informed of the location listed 

between Bord Na Móna and Athy. 

 

AY19/1602 

Footbridge in Athy 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Keatley: 

Can the Council give an update on the footbridge in Athy? 

The District Manager informed the members that this project was a key objective for the 

council  and that progress should recommence in 2016.  It was likely that an Environmental 

Impact Statement (EIS) would be required. Councillor Keatley welcomed this news and 

hoped it would be delivered on before the end of this Municipal District Term. 

Resolved that the report be noted. 
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AY20/1602 

Improvements of the Narraghmore Sewage Network for Narraghmore Village 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Miley, seconded by Councillor Redmond, it was 

agreed to discuss the update on the sewage network planned for Narraghmore Village in 

committee, as requested by the District Manager. 

 

AY21/1602 

Draft Control of Horses (Athy Urban Area) Byelaws 2016 

A Copy of draft bye-laws and public notice was circulated to the members on behalf of the 

Environment Section for approval for commencement of the statutory public consultation 

process. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Breslin, seconded by Councillor Keatley to 

commence statutory period of public consultation on Draft Control of Horses  (Athy Urban 

Area) Byelaws 2016. 

 

AY22/1602 

Plan for rear alleyways of Council houses 

 The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Wall: 

That the Council prepare a plan for the rear alleyways of the houses it has in charge in the 

Athy Municipal area concentrating on those that need urgent attention and completing same 

in the quickest possible time. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Wall and seconded by Councillor Redmond. 

 

A report was received from the Housing Section informing the members that a survey would 

need to be undertaken on all the housing estates in Athy to determine the condition of all the 

rear alleyways involved and that the Municipal District Office does not have the resources to 

undertake this work. 

Councillor Wall expressed his concern regarding the reply as there were a lot of elderly 

residents and asked that it be looked at over a period of time when more resources may be 

available.  The District Engineer informed the members that the Council had taken over a lot 

of housing estates that need road improvements to the front of the estates and could not 

commit to making resources available for the alleyways.  Councillor Redmond asked if all 

areas could be considered and asked for a projected costing .  The District Engineer asked 
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that any alleyways within the municipal district area that the members were considering be 

sent into him. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Wall, seconded by Councillor Redmond at the 

request of the District Engineer, that the members send in a list of alleyways within the full 

Municipal District Area for costing and consideration. 

 

AY23/1602 

Councillor Wall - Elections 

As Councillor Wall had to leave the meeting, the Councillors took the opportunity to wish him 

the very best in the election on Friday 26th. 

 

AY24/1602 

Suspension of Standing Orders 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Miley, seconded by Councillor Dalton that standing 

orders be suspended for twenty minutes to continue the meeting. 

 

AY25/1602 

Number of NAMA housing units to the Council 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Redmond: 

Will the Chief Executive report on the number of housing units National Asset Management 

Agency (NAMA) is providing to the Council, which will cater for social housing applicants in 

our municipal district, and whether the Council turned down any NAMA properties in this 

district also?  (The report for the meeting should be primarily on the delivery of NAMA 

housing in our area.) 

A report was received from the Housing Section informing the members that (National 

Assets Management Agency) NAMA units were sourced by the Department of the 

Environment, Community  & Local Government and the Housing Agency. The Council does 

not deal directly with NAMA, all discussions were carried out on behalf of the local authorities 

by the Housing Agency. Eight units had been purchased in the Athy Municipal District and 

the Council had facilitated the leasing of a further 78 units in the Athy Area.  In discussion 

with the Housing Agency, a number of units were deemed unsuitable for the provision of 

social housing. 

Councillor Redmond asked how the units were identified and on what grounds a property 

would be deemed unsuitable.  Mr Perry said he would report back as to how the units are 

identified. 
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Resolved that a report would issue to show how the units were identified. 

 

AY26/1602 

Housing in Castledermot 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Miley: 

Can the Council move immediately to secure housing in Castledermot and the allocation of 

these units to accommodate mostly local need? 

A report was received from the Housing Section informing the members that the Council was 

in the process of purchasing five partially completed units in Castledermot. These units 

would be completed prior to purchase by the Council and as part of the sales process the 

Architects Section was drawing up a specification for the completed works. The allocation of 

these units would be in accordance with the allocation scheme for social housing. 

Councillor Miley welcomed the fact that a review was underway and asked that a local need 

criteria was put in place as some people change their mind regarding location depending on 

the availability of house.  Mr Perry informed the members that this matter had been listed for 

the Housing Strategic Policy Committee (SPC) as the choice of location was part of the 

housing application form.  Councillor Breslin asked that this be referred to the Housing SPC 

for further consideration. 

Resolved that the accommodation and fulfilling of the local need for housing applicants be 

part of the allocation process and that this be referred to the Housing SPC. 

 

AY27/1602 

Completion of Castledermot playground 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Keatley: 

That the Council give a timeline for the completion of the playground in Castledermot. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Wall and seconded by Councillor Redmond. 

 

A report was received from the Planning, Community and Culture Section informing the 

members that work on the award of tenders for two other playgrounds in two other municipal 

areas was currently ongoing.  When work on these was complete, the tender for 

Castledermot would be prepared and issued. This was anticipated to be April. Following 

completion of a tender for the playground the successful design would have to be 

incorporated into a Part VIII Planning Application for the site and advertised. Therefore, the 

timeframe for the installation of the playground to start was likely to be in the Autumn.  
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Councillor Keatley welcomed the report. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Wall, seconded by Councillor Redmond that the 

report be noted. 

 

AY28/1602 

Change of Directorships 

The members wished both Ms Aspell and Mr Perry the best of luck in their new directorships 

and thanked them for their support in their current roles. 

 

AY29/1602 

Completion of footpath at Calverstown Village 

The members considered the following adjourned question in the name of Councillor 

Keatley: 

Can the Council contact the developer of Clúain Aoibhinn with a view to completing the 

footpath to connect the estate to Calverstown Village? 

 

A report was received from Building and Development Control and Roads Transportation 

and Safety Section to inform the members that the footpath referred to in this question was 

located on the public road. This was a matter for the District Engineer or the Transportation 

Department. The developer was not active on the site at present. If the Members are in 

agreement, a letter would issue to the developer as requested. 

Councillor Keatley informed the meeting that he had met the developer and asked that a 

letter does not issue. 

Resolved that the report be noted and a letter does not issue. 

 

AY30/1602 

Bord Na Móna - Meeting request 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Redmond: 

That we again as a municipal district meet with the management of Bord na Mona to identify 

the plan for the huge bog, which has great water soakage qualities when they finish their 

milling of peat in 2028. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Redmond and seconded by Councillor Dalton. 
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A report was received from Corporate Services informing the members that subject to the 

agreement of the members, a letter can issue to Bord na Mona inviting them to meet with the 

members of the municipal district. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Redmond, seconded by Councillor Dalton that a 

letter issue to Bord Na Móna to establish what their plan was and to arrange a meeting. 

 

AY31/1602 

Link - Dean of Maynooth & Carlow IT 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Redmond: 

That we make formal moves to invite the Dean of Maynooth and Carlow IT to formalise links 

with this town. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Redmond and seconded by Councillor Dalton. 

 

A report was received from Corporate Services informing the members that this was a matter 

for the Members to discuss.  All Councillors agreed, that it was a good opportunity to 

establish links and to include Maynooth, Carlow and Tallaght (Institute of Technology) IT 

also, and suggested that Mr Séan Ashe, Vocational Education Committee (VEC) be 

contacted too. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Redmond, seconded by Councillor Dalton that a 

meeting be arranged with Mr Séan Ashe, the Dean of Maynooth and other local colleges to 

formalise the third level links with Athy. 

 

AY32/1602 

Upgrade of broadband in Athy MD area 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Miley: 

That the Council give an update on the upgrade of broadband in the entire Athy Municipal 

District, urban and rural areas, and outline timescales of delivery.  This now is as important 

as the electrification of Ireland and needs to be the number one focus of the Athy Municipal 

District. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Miley and seconded by Councillor Redmond. 
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A report was circulated to the members by the Meeting Administrator and informed the 

councillors that there was no further update since the presentation last March 2015, given by 

Ms Ciara Bates in the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources.  The 

members expressed disappointment and asked that this item be kept on the agenda.  It was 

then agreed that  a new motion would be submitted and a letter would issue to the new 

Minister when appointed. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Miley, seconded by Councillor Redmond that a new 

motion would be submitted regarding broadband in the Athy Municipal Area and to write to 

the new Minister when appointed. 

 

AY33/1602 

Drawing down of Energy Efficiency and Accessibility Grant - K Leisure 

The following question was adjourned in the absence of Councillor Keatley: 

Can the Council assist K-Leisure, Athy with the drawing down of the Energy Efficiency and 

Accessibility grant awarded for 2016? 

 

AY34/1602 

Venue for March Athy MD meeting 

The Meeting Administrator informed the members that the next Athy Municipal District 

Meeting would need to be held in Áras Chill Dara, if any of the Kildare County Council 

members were successful in gaining a seat in the upcoming general election.  A letter would 

issue from the Department advising of the date and venue for the co-opting of members, if 

this was the case and the members would be advised of this. 

 

AY35/1602 

Vote of Sympathy 

The members extended their condonences to Councillor Joanne Pender, Kildare-Newbridge 

Municipal District, on the death of her father Mr Brian (Bernard) Coleman. 

 

AY36/1602 

Expression of Thanks 

The Meetings Administrator extended her gratitude to the members and thanked them for 

their continued support in her role over the years. 

 

This concluded the meeting.  


